Aim: Was there a need for urban reform at the turn of the 20th century?

Aim #2: How did Muckrakers aid the Progressive Movement?


I. Progressivism
· Progressivism: movement to improve American life by expanding democracy and achieving economic and social justice

· Progressives sought to correct its evil.

A. Political Changes

· end business domination of government

· set up closer control over the gov’t
B. Economic Changes

· Expand government regulation over our economy

C. Social Changes

· eliminate practices that harmed farmers, workers, tenement dwellers and consumers

II. Sources of Progressive Strength
A. Farmers

· wanted tighter regulation of railroads

· lower tariffs

· easier ways to obtain credit

B. Urban Middle Class

· wanted lower tariffs

· more government regulation of industry 
C. Workers 
· Laws regulating work by women and children

· Protection for workers from dangerous machinery

D. Writers

· Frank Norris, Ida Tarbell, Lincoln Steffens, Jacob Riis and Upton Sinclair 
· criticized and analyzed the problems with American society 
· known as muckrakers
· journalists, novelists, and critics who attempted to expose the abuses of business and the corruption in politics

