
Presented by Mitchell Area Histori-
cal Society in collaboration with THE 
SONS OF NORWAY
Dates: June 2025 –October 11, 2025
Celebration: July 12, 2025, with talks 
by Cynthia Elyce Rubin and Blaine 
Hedberg 
    The first organized emigration 
from Norway to America started on 
the ship Restauration that set sail 
for America from Stavanger, Nor-
way on July 4, 1825, bound for New 
York with 52 Norwegians aboard. It 
would take 96 days to arrive with 53 
on board, including a baby daughter 
born to the wife of expedition leader, 
Lars Larsen. The “Sloopers” as they 
were called, left Norway in search 
of religious freedom and land. Em-
igration affected every community 
in Norway and many in America, in-
cluding South Dakota.
     O.S. Leeland (1870-1939) arrived in 
America in 1887 from Vest Agder, in 
southern Norway, following the foot-
steps of two sisters and one brother. 
After living with siblings in Michigan 
and North Dakota, he is found in the 
1900 South Dakota census in Blaine 
Township, Jerauld County at the farm 
of his sister and brother-in-law Nels 
Sandstol.
     Most Norwegians were farmers 
so how and where Leeland learned 
photography is a mystery. But by 
1902, he was advertising his photo-
graphic services of “landscape, por-
trait and interior work” in a nearby 
town’s newspaper, the Mt. Vernon 

News. And on 10 October 1902, he 
advertised, “My photography gallery 
will be ready for business Tuesday. I 
will be here to serve you and my aim 
will be to please you. First class in-
struments, fine lights and up to date 
mounts, that will make you glad.”

     Leeland soon moved to the more 
prosperous neighbor town of Mitch-
ell, which was thriving as a result of 
railroad development. One apparent 
symbol of Mitchell’s prosperity was 
the annual fall agricultural festival 
that began as the 1892 Corn Belt 
Exposition. From an account in The 
Mitchell Capital of 18 March 1904, 
we learn Leeland formed a corpo-
ration, with local businessmen. This 
was the beginning of the Leeland Art 
& Manufacturing Company “orga-
nized some time ago for the purpose 
of operating photograph galleries 
and making stereoscopic picture 
holders.” 

Continued on page 2     
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Exhibition of O.S. Leeland: 
Visual storyteller of early South Dakota

This photo dated 3-31-31 taken in Mitchell, SD has a caption on the picture that reads, 
“GOOD BYE OLD ‘MITCHELL”: WATCH OUR DUST.”
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Interior view of the Leeland Art Co.’s Studio at 318 North Main, Mitchell, SD.

     Cynthia Elyce Rubin, writer, lec-
turer, curator, and visual culture spe-
cialist, has organized traveling exhi-
bitions, Southern Folk Art and Swiss 
Folk, for the American Folk Art Mu-
seum, NYC, and has written numer-
ous books and exhibition catalogues, 
including Southern Folk Art (Oxmoor 
House); Siegmund Forst: A Lifetime 
in Arts and Letters (Yeshiva Univer-
sity Museum); ABC Americana from 
the National Gallery of Art (Harcourt, 
Brace, Jovanovitch) with E. Morgan 
Williams, Larger than Life: the Amer-
ican Tall Tale Postcard, 1905-1915 
(Abbeville Press); with Håvard Mos-
sige, Glædelig Yule! Minner og hilsen-
er fra det norske Amerika (Vigmost-
ad &amp; Bjørke). She contributed to 
the Encyclopedia of Twentieth-Cen-
tury Photography (Routledge), and 
wrote the introduction for America 
the Beautiful:The Monumental Land-
scape of Clyde Butcher (Window of 
the Eye).
     Her articles have appeared in nu-
merous magazines, including Raw 
Vision; Minnesota History; South 
Dakota Magazine; North Dakota 
Horizons; Postkortet, Norske Post-
kortsamlere; Image File, journal of 
Curt Teich Postcard Archives; Stereo 
World, publication of the National 

Stereoscopic Association; exposure, 
journal of Society of Photographic 
Education; Vesterheim, publication 
of Vesterheim Norwegian-American 
Museum and the Clarion, journal of 
the American Folk Art Museum. A re-
cipient of two South Dakota Human-
ities Research Grants and a Minneso-
ta Historical Society Research Grant, 
she also served on the NY Council for 
the Humanities Speakers in the Hu-
manities Program with “Postmarked 
New York: The Postcard in American 
Life.” She was on the Board of Trust-
ees at the Norwegian-American His-
torical Association, Northfield, Min-
nesota and has written more than 
100 articles on Norwegian America 
as the travel editor of the Norwegian 
American Newspaper, based in Seat-
tle, Washington.
     She has lectured on the photog-
raphy of Norwegian-American O.S. 
Leeland at the Dakota Conference, 
Center for Western Studies; Confer-
ence for Society of Photographic Edu-
cation; and the Norwegian-American 
Historical Association Norge in Bø I 
Telemark, Norway; Decorah, Iowa, 
and Fagerness, Norway.
She holds an A.B. from Vassar College, 
an Ed.M. from Boston University and 
a Ph.D. from New York University. See 

cynthiaelycerubin.com.
     Cynthia will be joining us on July 
12, 2025, at 6:30 pm at the Carnegie 
Resource Center in Mitchell, SD. She 
has many interesting tidbits about 
postcards in general and our local 
photographer, Leeland, to share. 

Introducing Cynthia Elyce Rubin, guest speaker
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Leeland went on to produce 
many types of photography, 
including stereographs, also 
called stereoviews, panoramic 
photos, real photo postcards 
and studio portraits. Not rec-
ognized during his lifetime, to-
day he is becoming known as 
a visual storyteller describing 
with images daily life in early 
South Dakota. This exhibition 
will emphasize the region of 
Mitchell and will include ex-
amples from MAHS, Oscar 
Thompson (relative) and Cyn-
thia Elyce Rubin. 

Exhibition of  
O.S. Leeland ... 

Cont. from page 1

Cowgirls and Cowboys were certainly part 
of the South Dakota landscape especially in 
Western Dakota. 

Cynthia Elyce Rubin Collection
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     Our guest speaker on July 12, 2025, 
is Blaine Hedberg, President of the 
Westby (WI) Area Historical Society; 
former Executive Director of the Nor-
wegian American Genealogical Cen-
ter and Naeseth Library in Madison, 
Wisconsin, and primary genealogical 
researcher there for more than thirty 
years. Hedberg is an expert in Norwe-
gian emigration and genealogy, spe-
cializing in immigrants who came to 
America before 1851, including the 
first organized immigrants from Nor-
way in 1825. Hedberg was honored 
by King Harald of Norway with the 
Medal of St. Olav for his years of work 
with Norwegian genealogy, advanc-
ing knowledge of Norway abroad and 
for strengthening the bonds between 
expatriate Norwegians and their de-
scendants.
     Hedberg was born in Lake Pres-
ton, SD and for the past forty years 
has been working on a biographical 
directory of the earliest Norwegian 
settlers in Union County, SD. In his 
leisure he enjoys postcard collecting, 
buying, and selling old paper items, 
books, especially items with connec-
tions to Norway, South Dakota, Wis-
consin, and the Midwest.
     In anticipation of the 200th anni-
versary of Norwegian immigration 
celebrated throughout 2025, Blaine 

Hedberg will speak on “The Sloopers 
of 1825, the first immigrants from 
Norway”, and will discuss this group 
using primary genealogical records 
and personal letters written by these 
immigrants. 
     In 1925 the Norwegian American 
community held a 100th anniversary 
of immigration in Norway in St. Paul, 
Minnesota. Mitchell resident and 

photographer, Ole S. Leeland, took 
part in the event as an official rep-
resentative of Mitchell. Hedberg will 
talk about the 1925 event; highlight 
several of Leeland’s photographs 
from the event and show how the 
1925 celebration shaped the pres-
ent Norwegian American community 
and Norwegian ethnic organizations 
in the United States.

Welcome Our Guest Speaker: Blaine Hedberg
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My intention is to see you in a few days.  Fun Times with the camera!      Oscar Thompson Collection
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When Leeland was producing his real pho-
to postcards, homesteading had taken over 
South Dakota. Leeland liked to visit these pi-
oneers on their land claims, and he produced 
what are termed “narrative postcards” or 
postcards that tell a prairie story. Read the 
caption and view the image. There is often 
quiet humor.  “Our Honey Moon on the Claim” 
depicts a couple in front of a tarpaper shack in 
need of repair. Items are strewn around. The 
pet dog sits quietly beside them. In the image. 
In “Making button holes on the claim,” we see 
a man shooting a gun at the man’s jacket. How 
else would you easily make button holes with-
out a sewing machine? In “The Water Wagon 
on the Claim” two women are seen carrying 
water to their shack. People power supplied 
the energy necessary for survival on the 
claims.               Cynthia Elyce Rubin Collection

Oscar Thompson and Cynthia Rubin Collection

Country Store in Western South Dakota by Leeland                    Oscar Thompson Collection
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FROM THE ARCHIVES

*Mitchell Capital Fri. April 24, 1896

*Mitchell Capital Fri. Sept 14, 1906 
*Mitchell Capital Thur. Nov 11, 1909

Mitchell Capital Fri. May 24, 1896 
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Caramel Apples 
Fundraiser

City Directories 
needed!

The Carnegie Resource Center 
will again team up with 

Mitchell Main Street & Beyond 
to sell caramel apples during 

the Corn Palace Festival 
August 20-24.  

The money raised will be used 
for roof repair!

We are still 
searching for 

City Directories 
to fill out 

our collection.  
We are missing 1944, 

1946, 1947, 1949, 1951, 
1952, 1954, 1956, 1959, 

1962, 1968, 
2015 thru 2025.  

Please think of us if you 
have any directories 

that need a new home.  
In our effort to be a 

resource center for the 
area, we find that 

these are very valuable 
resources.

We Need Your Support!
    Mitchell Area Historical received a 
subsidy grant from the City of Mitch-
ell designated for the boiler that sat 
in 17” of water last summer.  How-
ever, another source of funding that 
MAHS had hoped would help with the 
costs did not come through. Another 
$25,000 is needed to get this job com-
pleted. 
    MAHS recently learned that we are 
looking at major roof repairs on the 
1903 Carnegie Library building.  An-
other very large money item. The 
organization is currently looking for 
ways to fund this project.  Any help 

with these projects would be greatly 
appreciated. Please keep us in mind. 
Thanks to all who have helped keep 
the Carnegie Resource Center an im-
portant part of Mitchell.  

To DWU for including the 
Carnegie Resource Center in your “Day of Service.”

To the Garden Club for sprucing up our 
flower beds and some general lawn care.

To Amy Fill from the Oscar Howe Gallery in Vermillion, SD for 
her presentation at the 110th Birthday Party that 

celebrated Oscar Howe held on May 13, 2025.

To the Chamber for bringing a group of 
young business leaders to tour the Carnegie.

To Cynthia Elyce Rubin for sharing her 
knowledge and collection about O.S. Leeland.

To Blaine Hedberg for agreeing to present a program 
on July 12, 2025, as part of the Leeland Exhibition.

To Sons of Norway for helping with the Leeland Exhibition.



Carnegie Resource
Center
119 West Third Avenue
Mitchell, S.D. 57301

Upcoming Events
Mitchell Area Genealogical Society (MAGS) 
And Mitchell Area Historical Society (MAHS)

ExplORE A glIMpSE OF SD lIFE In THE EARly 1900’S 
through the eyes of a local photographer, O.S. Leeland, 

 
at the Carnegie Resource Center from June to October 11, 2025. 
Open Monday-Saturday, 1-5 pm located at 119 West 3rd Avenue.

June 1 – Oct 11 Leeland Exhibition
June 16 – 7:00 p.m. MAHS Meeting
June 23 – 6:00 p.m. MAGS Meeting 
June 28 – 7:00 p.m.  MAGS Program: Preserving Your 
Ancestor’s Textiles and Handmade Treasures

July 4 – Independence Day!
July 12 – 6:30 p.m. Speakers on Leeland Photography
July 21 – 7:00 p.m. MAHS Meeting   
July 28 – 6:00 p.m. MAGS Meeting
      28 – 7:00 p.m.  MAGS Program: 
 10 Ways AI Can Help you  
 Find Your Elusive Ancestors

August 18 – 7:00 p.m. MAHS Meeting   
August 25 – 6:00 p.m. MAGS Meeting
          

August 25 – 7:00 p.m. MAGS Program: 
The Picture Bride Era: The Gentlemen’s Agreement of 
1907 between U.S. and Japan
 August 27-Sept 1 – South Dakota State Fair –  
SD Genealogical Society has a booth and workshops

September 15 – 7:00 p.m. MAHS Meeting   
September 22 – 6:00 p.m. MAGS Meeting
                   22 – 7:00 p.m. MAGS Program 
 Fruit of the Earth: Using Deeds 
 to Uncover Your Ancestors

October 11 – 7:00 p.m. “Norwegian Night” – 
 Celebration of the 1st Landing of Restaurantion 
 in New York October 11, 1825
October 20 – 7:00 p.m. MAHS Meeting   
October 26 – 6:00 p.m. MAGS Meeting


