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The	  first	  thought	  that	  came	  to	  mind	  when	  thinking	  about	  this	  topic	  was	  a	  conversation	  that	  we	  
had	  as	  a	  family	  several	  years	  ago	  while	  on	  vacation.	  	  I	  had	  been	  thinking	  about	  this	  question	  and	  
posed	  the	  following	  questions	  to	  my	  entire	  family.	  	  Do	  you	  think	  that	  families	  who	  are	  messed	  
up	  intended	  on	  being	  messed	  up?	  	  Do	  you	  think	  that	  families	  that	  are	  close	  and	  as	  God	  intended	  
got	  there	  by	  accident?	  
	  
The	  conversation	  was	  quite	  lively	  and	  it	  was	  determined	  that	  we	  needed	  to	  be	  much	  more	  
intentional	  about	  where	  our	  family	  was	  going	  if	  we	  were	  going	  to	  be	  the	  family	  that	  God	  
intended.	  
	  
One	  of	  our	  discussions	  was	  about	  the	  value	  of	  family	  versus	  friends.	  	  We	  talked	  about	  the	  fact	  
that	  each	  of	  us	  would	  face	  difficulties	  in	  the	  future.	  	  Some	  small,	  and	  some	  large	  and	  that	  we	  
needed	  to	  begin	  to	  be	  there	  for	  each	  other,	  if	  not	  now	  we	  wouldn’t	  be	  there	  for	  each	  other	  in	  
the	  future.	  	  We	  talked	  about	  the	  fact	  that	  we	  would	  always	  be	  there	  for	  each	  other	  even	  when	  
others	  conveniently	  walked	  away.	  	  We	  talked	  about	  the	  value	  of	  talking	  with	  each	  other	  
regularly	  and	  the	  importance	  of	  calling,	  texting	  and	  emailing	  each	  other	  to	  encourage	  and	  to	  
chastise	  each	  other	  if	  needed.	  
	  
One	  of	  my	  favorite	  moments	  after	  that	  day	  was	  when	  one	  of	  my	  sons	  called	  me	  to	  let	  me	  know	  
that	  he	  had	  been	  reading	  one	  of	  his	  siblings	  face	  book	  entries	  and	  that	  he	  had	  in	  his	  words	  
“handled	  it”.	  	  I	  asked	  what	  it	  meant	  to	  handle	  it	  and	  he	  said	  that	  he	  called	  his	  brother	  to	  let	  him	  
know	  he	  had	  read	  his	  face	  book	  and	  that	  he	  needed	  to	  erase	  the	  entry	  and	  that	  also	  in	  his	  words	  
was	  “going	  to	  kick	  his	  butt”	  	  if	  he	  ever	  did	  it	  again.	  	  	  
	  
Some	  people	  might	  question	  the	  logic	  of	  this	  moment	  but	  what	  I	  saw	  in	  that	  moment	  was	  a	  
family	  coming	  together	  in	  a	  small	  thing	  that	  would	  serve	  as	  a	  model	  for	  the	  future	  when	  the	  
issue	  might	  be	  much	  more	  severe.	  	  Issues	  such	  as	  drugs,	  alcohol,	  sex,	  relationships,	  work	  ethic,	  
honesty	  and	  personal	  faith	  are	  now	  the	  responsibility	  of	  each	  member	  of	  our	  family.	  	  Not	  that	  
this	  alone	  will	  ensure	  that	  your	  family	  will	  be	  as	  God	  intended	  but	  it	  is	  a	  vital	  part	  of	  the	  process.	  	  	  
	  
Being	  the	  family	  that	  God	  intended	  means	  being	  intentional	  about	  what	  it	  means	  to	  be	  a	  family.	  	  
Many	  families	  never	  intended	  to	  fail,	  but	  many	  families	  failed	  to	  plan	  to	  be	  the	  family	  that	  God	  
intended.	  	  With	  the	  overwhelming	  forces	  tearing	  at	  the	  very	  fabric	  of	  the	  family	  we	  must	  be	  
diligent	  in	  evaluating	  where	  we	  are	  as	  a	  family,	  determining	  what	  we	  want	  our	  family	  to	  be	  and	  
setting	  a	  course	  to	  get	  there.	  
	  
One	  of	  the	  exercises	  that	  we	  went	  through	  as	  a	  family	  was	  to	  have	  each	  of	  our	  children	  write	  
down	  three	  words	  that	  described	  me.	  	  I	  assured	  them	  that	  there	  would	  be	  no	  retribution	  but	  
that	  I	  wanted	  to	  know	  how	  they	  would	  describe	  me	  to	  someone	  outside	  the	  family.	  	  	  
	  



As	  they	  gave	  them	  to	  me	  and	  we	  discussed	  them	  there	  were	  some	  descriptions	  that	  I	  was	  
incredibly	  proud	  of	  but	  there	  were	  a	  few	  that	  although	  true	  were	  hard	  to	  hear.	  	  Realizing	  that	  
each	  of	  my	  children	  had	  put	  down	  the	  word	  “intense”	  made	  me	  consider	  if	  I	  needed	  to	  make	  
some	  changes	  on	  how	  I	  was	  acting,	  reacting,	  and	  delivering	  messages	  to	  them.	  	  	  
	  
This	  process	  helped	  me	  know	  more	  about	  how	  they	  were	  feeling	  about	  my	  character,	  and	  our	  
relationship.	  	  In	  the	  end	  I	  was	  able	  to	  ask	  their	  forgiveness	  for	  those	  areas	  where	  I	  had	  failed	  
them	  as	  a	  father	  and	  believe	  that	  I	  am	  a	  better	  parent	  for	  the	  process.	  	  	  
	  
More	  importantly,	  this	  process	  modeled	  to	  my	  children	  that	  I	  wanted	  to	  hear	  their	  input	  and	  
was	  willing	  to	  change	  those	  things	  that	  needed	  to	  be	  changed.	  	  If	  we	  are	  not	  willing	  to	  be	  
vulnerable	  why	  should	  our	  children	  be?	  	  If	  we	  are	  not	  willing	  to	  apologize	  for	  our	  mistakes	  why	  
should	  our	  children?	  	  If	  we	  are	  not	  willing	  to	  fix	  what	  is	  pointed	  out	  to	  us	  why	  should	  our	  
children?	  
	  
More	  is	  caught	  by	  our	  children	  than	  is	  taught.	  	  Be	  intentional!	  
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