May 5, 2024
Sixth Sunday of Easter
Gospel: John 15:9-17

SAINT MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH

332 S. Lee Street, Americus, GA 31709

5 de Mayo del 2024
Sexto Domingo de Pascua
Evangelio: Juan 15:9-17

General Parish Information / Informacion General de 1a Parroquia

Parish office phone: 229-924-3495
Parish e-mail: stmaryamericus@gmail.com
Parish website: www.stmaryamericus.com

Parish office hours: Tue/Thu/Fri: 9am-1pm, Wed: 9am-3:30pm

Parish Staff and Contacts

Parochial Administrator: Father Samuel Aniekwe
Bookkeeper: Randy Vanderwilt

Bi-lingual Secretary: Mireya Lopez

Pastoral Council President: Lynn Ingle

Finance Council Chair: Joyce Owsley
Security/Alarm System Caretaker: Chet Crowley

Coordinator of Religious Education (CRE): Robbie Hopkins

RCIA (English): Sal Rodriguez and Bonnie Mallard
RCIA (Spanish): Raul Yanez and Sara Rueda

Infants/Children Baptism Preparation: Juan Alejo and Angélica Sanchez

Liturgical Ministers Coordinators (English): Ron Akerman

Liturgical Ministers Coordinators (Spanish): Sara Rueda and Karina Rueda

Music Coordinator (English): Kathy Calcutt

Music Coordinator (Spanish): Martin Lara

Youth Ministry Coordinator: Rocio Aparicio

Altar Linens: Karina Rueda

Facilities Coordinator: Britt Miller

Knights of Columbus #7113 Grand Knight: Ron Akerman

SCHEDULE OF MASSES
Saturday: 5:30 PM (English);
Sunday: 9:30 AM (English); 11:30 AM (Spanish)
Tuesday thru Friday: 12 PM in chapel (English)

SACRAMENTAL INFORMATION

Baptismal Preparation Class - Contact the pastor by phone
/email to register for a pre-Baptism class at least a month
ahead of a Baptismal date.

Marriage Preparation - Contact the pastor at least 6
months before the expected wedding date.

Anointing of the Sick — For Anointing or for emergency,
please call 412-606-7701.

Reconciliation - Saturday 4:30 pm to 5:00 pm or call Fr.
Samuel for an appointment.

Our Mission: We, the parishioners of St. Mary Catholic
Church in Americus, Georgia, share our diversity while
embracing our common Baptism by worshiping God,
celebrating the Eucharist, honoring Mary, spreading the
Word, and serving others.

Rosary before Mass 5:00 PM

HORARIO DE LAS MISAS

Sabado: 5:30 PM (ingles)

Domingo: 9:30 AM (ingles); 11:30 AM (espaiiol)
Martes a Viernes a la 12:00 (ingles) en la capilla

INFORMACION SACRAMENTAL

Clases de Preparacién Bautismal - Por favor llame
nuestros feligreses Juan y Angélica Alejo (229-591-9846)
para registrarse por platicas pre-bautismales a menos un mes
antes del Bautismo proyectado.

Clases de Preparacion de Matrimonio - Las parejas
necesitan comunicarse con el Padre por lo menos seis meses
antes de la fecha de la boda.

Sacramento de la Uncion de un Enfermo - Para Uncion o
Emergencia, llamar 412-606-7701.

Reconciliacion - Sabado 4:00 pm a 4:30 pm o llame el padre
Samuel por una cita particular.

Nuestra Mision: Nosotros, los feligreses de la Iglesia
Catolica Santa Maria en Americus, Georgia, compartimos
nuestra diversidad mientras abarcando nuestro Bautismo
comun adorando a Dios, celebrando la Eucaristia, honrando
a Maria, difundiendo la Palabra, y sirviendo a los demas.

Diocesan Office for Protection of Children & Youth (912) 201-4074/toll-free hotline is (888) 357-5330



Father Sam’s Corner
Sixth Sunday of Easter

Gospel: John 15:9-17

The Fruit of Love of God and neighbor

Jesus says in the Gospel today that there is more fullness of joy in the love of God and neighbor than in self-
centered love. Self-centered love leads to selfishness but love of God and others leads to selfless service,
sacrifice and joy. Let us look at how Christ lived this love of God and neighbor to help us understand why
he made the following statement: “If you keep my commandments, you will remain in my love,” and your
joy will be complete, just as I keep my Father’s commandments and am in the Father and my Father is in me
(John 15:9-17). Let us see how he finds joy in living the love of his Father first. Jesus loves his Father by
keeping His commandments; for this reason, the Father remains in him as he is in the Father. Hence, this
cycle of love completes his joy. In other words, as long as Jesus keeps his Father’s commandments, he
remains in his Father’s love and care. To achieve this goal Christ says we should love our life but we must
not love ourselves more than we love God. For anyone who loves himself more than God can disobey God
in certain situations to satisfy his life, but anyone who loves God more than himself can give up his desire
and will to keep the commandments. Consequently, to keep the commandments is to live in the state of
peace, joy and love of the Lord.

Another source of the fullness of joy discussed in today’s Gospel is love of neighbor. Jesus derives joy in
caring and being with others. As he said in today’s Gospel, he laid down his life for others out of love and
joy of saving the world. We may not be required to lay down our life for others as Jesus did to show we
love our neighbor. But we can be kind to others as he is kind to us. We can forgive as he forgives. Also,
we can care for our brothers and sisters as Christ cares. Or we can be with them when they need our
attention as we would want Jesus to be with us in our needs when we need his presence. We know that we
all are trying our best to imitate Christ in the practice of this selfless love. Also, we know that we find it
difficult to practice selfless love in some instances. For this reason let us ask Christ for the strength to love
God and others always as he loves us, for nothing makes our joy more complete than to love others as God
loves us.

MASS INTENTION REQUESTS / PETICION PARA INTENCION DE MISA

5/4/2024 Sat 5:30PM Dannelle Messner
5/5/2024 Sun 9:30AM + Barbara Pomeroy
5/5/2024 Sun [11:30AM  St. Mary’s Parishioners

Please contact our office to request for a weekday or weekend Mass to be celebrated for
your intention. You can as well mail your intention with the stipend (310) to our church or
hand them to Father Sam after Mass.

Por favor, comuniquese con nuestra Oficina, cualquier dia de la semana para Peticion de
Intencion de Misa. Usted, también puede enviarla via mail con el costo, a nuestra Iglesia
o entregarle el mismo al Padre Samuel en sus manos, después de la Misa.




Father Sam’s Corner
Sexto Domingo de Pascua
Evangelio: Juan 15:9-17

El Fruto del Amor a Dios y al préjimo

Jesus dice hoy en el Evangelio que hay més plenitud de alegria en el amor a Dios y al prdjimo que en el
amor egocéntrico. El amor egocéntrico conduce al egoismo, pero el amor a Dios y a los demés conduce al
servicio desinteresado, al sacrificio y al gozo. Miremos como Cristo vivid este amor a Dios y al projimo
para ayudarnos a entender por qué hizo la siguiente afirmacion: “Si guardais mis mandamientos,
permaneceréis en mi amor”, y vuestro gozo serd completo, asi como yo guardo los mandamientos de mi
Padre y estoy en el Padre y mi Padre estd en mi (Juan 15:9-17). Veamos coémo encuentra alegria en vivir
primero el amor de su Padre. Jesus ama a su Padre guardando sus mandamientos; por eso el Padre
permanece en €l como ¢l estd en el Padre. Por tanto, este ciclo de amor completa su alegria. En otras
palabras, mientras Jesus guarde los mandamientos de su Padre, permanecera en el amor y el cuidado de su
Padre. Para lograr este objetivo Cristo dice que debemos amar nuestra vida pero no debemos amarnos a
nosotros mismos mas de lo que amamos a Dios. Porque cualquiera que se ama a si mismo mas que a Dios
puede desobedecer a Dios en determinadas situaciones para satisfacer su vida, pero cualquiera que ama a
Dios mas que a si mismo puede renunciar a su deseo y voluntad de guardar los mandamientos. En
consecuencia, guardar los mandamientos es vivir en el estado de paz, alegria y amor del Sefior.

Otra fuente de plenitud de alegria de la que se habla en el Evangelio de hoy es el amor al prdjimo. Jesus
obtiene alegria al cuidar y estar con los demas. Como dijo en el Evangelio de hoy, entregd su vida por los
demas por amor y alegria de salvar al mundo. Puede que no se nos exija dar nuestra vida por los demas
como lo hizo Jests para demostrar que amamos a nuestro projimo. Pero podemos ser amables con los
demas como ¢l lo es con nosotros. Podemos perdonar como ¢l perdona. Ademas, podemos cuidar de
nuestros hermanos y hermanas como Cristo cuida. O podemos estar con ellos cuando necesitan nuestra
atencion, como nos gustaria que Jestis estuviera con nosotros en nuestras necesidades cuando necesitamos su
presencia. Sabemos que todos estamos haciendo todo lo posible por imitar a Cristo en la préactica de este
amor desinteresado. Ademads, sabemos que en algunos casos nos resulta dificil practicar el amor
desinteresado. Por eso pidamos a Cristo la fuerza para amar a Dios y a los demds siempre como ¢l nos ama
a nosotros, porque nada hace mas completa nuestra alegria que amar a los demas como Dios nos ama a
nosotros.

As part of the Apostleship of Prayer and in union with our Pope, please remember the
following intention this month. For The Formation Of Men And Women Religious And
Seminarians: Let us pray that men and women religious and seminarians, grow in their own
vocational journey through human, pastoral, spiritual and community formation, that leads
them to be credible witnesses of the Gospel.

En unién a nuestro Papa, recordar la Oracion de este mes. Por la Formacion de Religiosas,
Religiosos y Seminaristas: Oremos para que las religiosas, los religiosos y los seminaristas
crezcan en su camino vocacional a través de una formacion humana, pastoral, espiritual y
comunitaria, que les lleve a ser testigos creibles del Evangelio.




ANNOUNCEMENTS /ANUNCIOS

1. Next Sunday we will celebrate the Solemnity of the Ascension of the Lord. Therefore, Thursday May 9th is not a
holy day of obligation in the Diocese of Savannah, but we will still have the regular Mass at noon that day.

1. El proximo domingo celebraremos la Solemnidad de la Ascension del Sefior. Por lo tanto, el jueves 9 de mayo no es
un dia santo de obligacion en la Didcesis de Savannah, pero aun tendremos la Misa regular al mediodia de ese dia.

2. The Faith Formation Potluck will be at 6:30 PM on Wednesday, May 8th. Faith Formation families please bring a
dish to share. Drinks will be provided.

2. La comida compartida de formacion de fe sera a las 6:30 p.m. el miércoles 8 de mayo. Familias de Formacion de Fe
por favor traigan un plato para compartir. Se proporcionaran bebidas.

3. The 2024 ACA Progress Report as of Thursday, May 2nd. Goal: $15,955; Pledged: $2,050; Paid Pledge: $1,106;
Pledge balance: $944; One-time Given: $10,172; Total given: $11,279. Participation: 39 out of 137 registered families.
After prayerful consideration, please contribute according to your ability. Your sacrificial gift will help make the appeal
a success. Thank you all for your generosity!

3. El Informe de progreso de la ACA 2024 al jueves 2 de mayo. Meta: $15,955; Prometido: $2,050; Promesa pagada:
$1,106; Saldo de la promesa: $944; Donacion unica: $10,172; Total donado: $11,279. Participacion: 39 de 137 familias
registradas. Después de una consideracion en oracion, por favor contribuya segun su capacidad. Su donacién
sacrificada ayudara a que la apelacion sea un éxito. jGracias a todos por su generosidad!

4. We ask anyone who still has a CRS Rice Bowl to please bring it to the next mass or to the church office as soon as
possible. Thank you for participating in this almsgiving to help the needy around the world.

4. Le pedimos a cualquiera que todavia tenga un Platos de Arroz de CRS que lo traiga a la préxima misa o a la oficina
de la iglesia lo antes posible. Gracias por participar en esta limosna para ayudar a los necesitados de todo el mundo.

5. This year celebrate Memorial Day by attending an outdoor Mass at Andersonville National Cemetery, sponsored by
the 4th Degree Assembly 178 of the Knights of Columbus. The Reverend Jason Adams, Pastor of St. Matthew Church
in Statesboro, will be the celebrant. Reverend Will Cook from St. Anne Church in Columbus is the homilist.
Date/Time: Monday May 27, 11:00 AM

Location: Outdoor Rostrum (adjoining cemetery) at Andersonville GA National Historic Site

Who should attend: All are welcome!

Other: Casual clothes; hamburger/hot dog picnic free for all follows Mass; consider bringing a dish (such as a salad,
side dish, or dessert) to share.

Rain location (with no picnic): St. Mary Church, Americus.

j‘\@ OUR STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE VA
~ THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY =
Weekend Offertory Budget/Presupuesto + — 2nd Collection

Apr 28 $3,577 $3,417 $160 $870 Catholic Home Missions Appeal
May 5

May 12

May 19 Catholic Communication Campaign

May 26




