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Schedule of Upcoming Events
Feb. 5
10:30

Feb. 9
7-9 PM

Feb. 12
10:30

Worship Service with Guest Speaker
Natalie Palmer - Moments of Truth: “Do you feel
like you matter? Or do you feel pushed to the
margins? What can a failing airline teach us about
improving our community? Join Natalie as she shares
the only thing she remembers from graduate school.”
Dances of Universal Peace - The Dances of
Universal Peace are always on the 2nd Thursday of the
month, 7-9 pm in room 107 at the Harding Center. The
Spokane Unity Church also offers these dances on the 1st
and 3rd Thursday of each month at 29th and
Bernard from 7-9 pm.

Worship Service - Respect. “It is better to be
respected than it is to be popular. Popularity ends on
yearbook day, but respect lasts forever.”
-- John Blytheway
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Minister’s Musing

2

Chalice Lighter
Project

3

Guest Speaker /
Social Justice

4

We Accept.
We Support.
We Transform..

SUNDAY SERVICES
All services begin at 10:30
a.m.
Worship Services
Touchstone Worship
Services

BOARD MEMBERS
Feb. 19
10:30

Worship Service - Respecting the Journey
of Aging: Each age brings new joys and
challenges. In this sermon, Rev. Springberry will
contemplate the spirituality that comes with age.
Pot luck follows the Service

Feb. 21

The Book Club will discuss Truly, Madly, Guilty by

Liane Moriarty. Location: Bistro and Spruce
Call Cathy Mohns with any questions at
509-808-5203
Feb. 23
5:30

Feb. 26
10:30

Nonviolent Communication Group (N.V.C.) Based on
work of Marshall Rosenberg Led by CdA Dharma Friends,
every fourth Thursday of the month. Call Elke 771-1703
(c) or 765-5409(h) for more information

Steve Bloedel President
Tracey Sutton, Vice President
Shaaron Dominguez, Treasurer
Cindy Matthews, Secretary,
Turns East, Board member
Sue Hansen-Barber,
Board member

Minister
a

Rev. Tracy Springberry

Staff
Administrator/Newsletter
Editor/Webmaster:

Open
Set Up/Take Down
Lance Gifford/
Alexander Mathis

Worship Service from Spokane Unitarian
Universalist Church — Love Your Neighbor
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Over the last months the Board and I have been considering NIUU’s future direction.
Where does the congregation shine? What it is most called to be at this moment? Who are our
neighbors? Who do we serve?
As a small congregation, it is only practical to focus on and offer quality in one or two
areas. You can have a fabulous RE program and high quality worship, but probably can’t add
community outreach and lots of fun activities. You can put money, time and attention into
more diverse music and being a liberal voice in the community, but probably can’t add
intensive care programs and wonderful RE.
It makes the most sense to focus attention on what brings joy and serves the needs of
those we are called to serve. Do more people want to create and attend small group ministry or
develop RE lessons? Do more people want to go to rallies and sponsor community events or
feed the homeless and work on Habitat Houses?
Over the years NIUU has contemplated in a variety of ways who it most wants to be.
For the annual meeting in January, the Board consolidated that information into several broad
areas. These were spiritual growth, community outreach, providing a liberal religious voice,
offering more hospitality and fun, emphasizing our music program, focusing on caring for
others in the congregation, and engaging with children and families. At the meeting, everyone
received four stickers and voted on the areas they most wanted the congregation to focus
attention next.
Spiritual growth received the highest number of votes. Community service and
providing a liberal religious voice were tied for second.
Spiritual growth includes activities such as hiring another minister, small group ministry,
adult religious education, quality worship, etc.
Community service includes activities such as volunteering for Family Promise or
Habitat, developing ways to respond collectively to the actions of the current administration,
building partnerships to offer service, etc.
Serving as a liberal religious voice in the community includes activities such as being
present at and co-sponsoring community events that support our values, letters to the editor
and speaking out as Unitarian Universalists, offering a liberal religious home to those who
need it, increasing engagement in UUA activities, etc.
The next step is determining what activities NIUU will do. Ask where does the
congregation shine? Ask what does the world most need? Ask what am I willing to do?
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Dear Chalice Lighter,
Liberal religion needs your help to thrive and grow! That's what Chalice Lighters makes
possible! Thank you for supporting the needs of Pacific Northwest congregations through
this program of pay-it-forward generosity.
Our Winter 2016-17 Call: A new roof for the first permanent UU church in Twin
Falls, Idaho
Members of the Magic Valley Unitarian Universalist Fellowship in Twin Falls, ID (MVUUF) have
dreamed and saved for their first permanent congregational home for most of their 23-year history.
Located in a region with a growing population, and experiencing solid growth themselves, MVUUF is
buying the small commercial building it currently rents. $21,000 is sought for a Chalice Lighter grant
to replace the roof as well as make additional urgent repairs. Your donation will help MVUUF put
roots in the ground and attract future UUs needing a liberal religious home in their religiously
conservative community!
What was funded with the most recent call? In December 2016 your generosity provided $13,382 to
help Cascade UU Fellowship in Wenatchee Valley, WA develop expansion plans.
Please respond now with your contribution to help our neighbor congregation in Twin Falls.
Can you afford to give $20? We are grateful for whatever you can contribute. Payments will be
accepted towards this call through February 27. Ten percent of each call reimburses expenses to
administer the program.
If you prefer to make your payment online, please see the NEW donation page link. If you can, sign
up for email call letters and use electronic payments to lower our administrative costs. Or mail your
check, payable to PNWD Chalice Lighters to: PNWD Chalice Lighters, 7511 Greenwood Avenue North, #414, Seattle, WA 98103-4627. Please note that this address is new. Include
the PNWD designation on both your check and payment envelope. Questions may be directed to
chalicelighter@pnwd.org or 425-957-9116. Thank you for your generosity!
Sincerely yours,

David P. Cauffman, PNWD Chalice Lighter Program Coordinator
CLTeam@pnwd.org 360-579-4053
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A VERY SPECIAL EVENT
Unity Spiritual Center of North Idaho and the North Idaho Pride Alliance PRESENT
Coeur d’Jazz Benefit Concert at Lake City Center at 7 p.m., February 3rd,
featuring Pamela Benton band. In addition to wonderful music, there will be a no
host beer & wine barn, and an auction of local culinary experiences and two raffles.
Bring a partner or find one at the event and dance the night away. Tickets: $30 per
person or 2 for $50. Tickets available at the door or on-line at www.unitycenter.org
click on Happenings then click on Coeur d’Jazz flier.
The Unity Spiritual Center of North Idaho and the North Idaho Pride Alliance are
shining examples of community members reaching out to each other in love, inclusion
and compassion for our collective humanity. We are grateful to Unity Spiritual Center
of North Idaho for compassion in action! Unity Spiritual Center of North Idaho
welcomes EVERYONE with in dignity and love! Unity stands strong in the light of
Allyship. Unity is a positive, practical, approach to Christianity. Unity honors the
universal truths in all religions and respects each individual’s right to choose a spiritual
path.
The North Idaho Pride Alliance is an organization of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual,
Transgender, Queer/Questioning and Allied (LGBTQA+) people and community groups
working together to create a unified north Idaho. We accomplish this through:
Networking – Building intentional relationships in the community; Educating – Informing
the community about LGBT issues and the lived experience of LGBT people and their
allies; and Advocating – Creating a cross movement culture for advancing LGBT equality.
With Gratitude, Juli Stratton, North Idaho Pride Alliance President
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Natalie Palmer is a
member of the
Unitarian Universalist
Church of Spokane
and teaches at
Spokane Falls
Community College.
Her professional
background includes
higher education
administration and
clinical informatics training. She has
presented workshops and keynotes on
communication skills and strategies in
medical, educational, nonprofit, and
industry settings. Natalie and her husband Joe have two highly entertaining
daughters, two temperamental cats and a
greyhound named Oliver.

NIUU Administrator for Hire
If you are interested please
contact Debbie Raby at
admin@niuu.org or anyone on
the board.
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Unitarian Universalist Association Principles
We, the member congregations of the Unitarian Universalist
Association, covenant to affirm and promote :

NORTH IDAHO UNITARIAN
Email:
admin@niuu.org
P.O. Box
221
Coeur d'Alene, ID 83816



The inherent worth and dignity of every person;



Justice, equity and compassion in human relations;



Acceptance of one another and encouragement to spiritual growth in our
congregations;

We’re on the Web!
Our website has
archived newsletters
and sermons,
upcoming speakers
and events. Just
“Google” NIUU.org



A free and responsible search for truth and meaning;



The right of conscience and the use of the democratic process within our
congregations and in society at large;



The goal of world community with peace, liberty, and justice for all;



Respect for the interdependent web of all existence of which we are a
part.

Principles in Poetic Language for Children

We Believe



All people need a voice



Every person is important



Build a fair and peaceful world



Be kind in all you do



We care for Earth’s lifeboat



We’re free to learn together



And search for what is true

North Idaho
Unitarian Universalist Church
P.O. Box 221
Coeur d’Alene, ID 83816
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Refused… If you no longer wish to receive this newsletter, please

check this box and return. Thank you.

