






Bhutanese immigrants who garden at the Franciscan Community Garden have brought new approaches to raising food, including overwintering crops. using trellises, and 
layering plantings for shade. Garden educator Peter Huttinger says he's learned a lot from these growers. 

that as soon as the weather warms up, the seeds are already sprouting, 
and very quickly they produce young plants for harvest. 

Practices like this can lead some to assume plots are untended, 
Huttinger says. "And so one o f  the big things we did with education 
was find out what they were doing so that we could go back and share 
this information with the other gardeners and the garden crews so 
that people could realize that we needed to rethink the rules." 

That includes allowing gardeners to leave trellises up or to store 
materials in the garden, as well as allowing gardeners to compost in 
place, which, again, "might look untidy, but when you realize what 
they're doing, it's actually a very good idea." 

One big lesson, he says, "is just to acknowledge that they were 
subsistence farmers and they knew more than I was probably ever 
going to know." 

Hurringer provides support to ocher gardens anchored by immigrant 
growers, including Price Hill's "Tres Hermanas" (Three Sisters) 
Garden, which is run on a model rooted in Latina tradition: row 
crops, communally tended. This model, he says, has allowed him 
to install an irrigation system. The understanding that immigrants 
bring entire toolkits to gardens, traditions built on experience and 
the exigencies o f  survival, makes such places sources o f  knowledge 
in a world where climate change will increasingly drive human 

migration. And there are so many layers o f  value. These gardens are 
spaces for organic cultural exchange, for developing language skills, 
for practicing tolerance and cooperation. 

The long waiting list at Franciscan Community Garden had me 
wondering: Do we need more gardens for newly arrived growers? 
Huttinger's take, having seen all too many gram-funded community 
garden initiatives fail, is chat more needs to be done with existing 
spaces in our region. "A lot o f  gardens are underutilized. So we 
want to find ways to have these spaces more efficiently used." Not 
that additional space can't be a boon. At Tikkun Farms, in Mount 
Healthy, he says, when an adjacent property owner recognized the 
needs and skills o f  Bhutanese gardeners, they turned over some o f  
their land for gardening. 

Community gardens offer myriad co-benefits, including sup-
porting mental and physical health and knitting communities 
together. When gardeners from all corners o f  the planet come 
together, these spaces feed the soul as well as the body with the foods 
that are particularly meaningful, culturally important, even rare. 
They are places to work the common soil, under the common sun, to 
remember a past and look to the future. As one gardener poignantly 
observed to Rajbhandari, "This is all I have left from my country to 
show my grandkids." ■ 

What Matters Most? 
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Time to enjoy birthdays with your kids, or 
spending valuable time financial planning 
for their college? 

Actually, both. 
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