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GRINNELL, IA 50112  
OFFICE- 641-236-6691

 OFFICE EMAIL- lcms.immanuelgrinnell@gmail.com     
WEBSITE- www.immanuelgrinnell.org

REV. DR. JOEL G. KOEPP
EMAIL- koeppj@hotmail.com  

ALL SOCIAL MEDIA LINKS ARE ON OUR WEBSITE 
SERVICES ARE LIVE STREAMED ON OUR FACEBOOK

LET US KNOW...
If you have a change in address, phone or email, have a loved one who is 

or hospitalized, have a new baby, would like a pastoral visit, or if you would 
like a special prayer during the prayers of the church on Sunday, 

please contact Pastor Koepp or the church office.

DO YOU...
have an announcement for the bulletin or newsletter? 

Have a prayer request? Birth/Anniversary/Graduation announcements? 
If so, please submit the information as you want it to appear in the 

bulletin or newsletter by the deadlines listed below to the 
church secretary at lcms.immanuelgrinnell@gmail.com

Deadline for submitting in the weekly bulletin is Thursdays by noon. 
Deadline for the monthly newsletter is the 15th of each month. 
For those of you without email access, please call or submit 

your written request to the church secretary.
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This July, the kids will be walking through living as a Christian in a non-
Christian world reflecting on the temptations of Jesus recorded in Mat-
thew 4. Each day we will zero in on one of the recorded temptations 
and reflect on how the devil, the world, and our own sinful flesh seek 
to lead us into false belief, despair, and other great shame and vice by 
getting us to fear, love, and trust in someone or something more than 
God. For you this month, I encourage you to join them, but on a dif-
ferent level. For your exhortation and edification, I commend Luther’s 
Large Catechism on the temptation through the Sixth Petition. 

The Sixth Petition
99 “And lead us not into temptation.”

100 We have now heard enough about the trouble and effort required 
to retain and persevere in all the gifts for which we pray. This, however, 
is not accomplished without failures and stumbling. Moreover, although 
we have acquired forgiveness and a good conscience, and have been 
wholly absolved, yet such is life that one stands today and falls tomor-
row. Therefore, even though at present we are upright and stand before 
God with a good conscience, we must pray again that he will not allow 
us to fall and yield to trials and temptations.

101 Temptation (or, as the ancient Saxons called it, Bekörunge ) is of 
three kinds: of the flesh, the world, and the devil.

102 We live in the flesh and we have the old Adam hanging around our 
necks; he goes to work and lures us daily into unchastity, laziness, glut-
tony and drunkenness, greed and deceit, into acts of fraud and decep-
tion against our neighbor—in short, into all kinds of evil lusts which by 
nature cling to us and to which we are incited by the association and 
example of other people and by things we hear and see. All this often 
wounds and inflames even an innocent heart.
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103 Next comes the world, which assails us by word and deed and 
drives us to anger and impatience. In short, there is in it nothing but 
hatred and envy, enmity, violence and injustice, perfidy, vengeance, 
cursing, reviling, slander, arrogance, and pride, along with fondness for 
luxury, honor, fame, and power. No one is willing to be the least, but ev-
eryone wants to sit in the chief seat and be seen by all.

104 Then comes the devil, who baits and badgers us on all sides, but 
especially exerts himself where the conscience and spiritual matters are 
at stake. His purpose is to make us scorn and despise both the Word 
and the works of God, to tear us away from faith, hope, and love, to 
draw us into unbelief, false security, and stubbornness, or, on the con-
trary, to drive us into despair, atheism, blasphemy, and countless other 
abominable sins. These are snares and nets; indeed, they are the real 
“flaming darts” which are venomously shot into our hearts, not by flesh 
and blood but by the devil.

105 These are the great, grievous perils and temptations which every 
Christian must bear, even if they come one by one. As long as we re-
main in this vile life in which we are attacked, hunted, and harried on all 
sides, we are constrained to cry out and pray every hour that God may 
not allow us to become faint and weary and to fall back into sin, shame, 
and unbelief. Otherwise it is impossible to overcome even the least 
temptation.

106 This, then, is “leading us not into temptation” when God gives us 
power and strength to resist, even though the tribulation is not removed 
or ended. For no one can escape temptations and allurements as long 
as we live in the flesh and have the devil prowling about us. We cannot 
help but suffer tribulations, and even be entangled in them, but we pray 
here that we may not fall into them and be overwhelmed by them.

107 To feel temptation, therefore, is quite a different thing from consent-
ing and yielding to it. We must all feel it, though not all to the same de-
gree; some have more frequent and severe temptations than others. 
Youths, for example, are tempted chiefly by the flesh; older people are 
tempted by the world. Others, who are concerned with spiritual matters 
(that is, strong Christians) are tempted by the devil.

108 But we cannot be harmed by the mere feeling of temptation as long 
as it is contrary to our will and we would prefer to be rid of it. If we did 
not feel it, it could not be called a temptation. But to consent to it is to 
give it free rein and neither resist it nor pray for help against it.
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109 Accordingly we Christians must be armed and prepared for inces-
sant attacks. Then we shall not go about securely and heedlessly as 
if the devil were far from us but shall at all times expect his blows and 
parry them. Even if at present I am chaste, patient, kind, and firm in 
faith, the devil is likely in this very hour to send such a shaft into my 
heart that I can scarcely stand, for he is an enemy who never stops or 
becomes weary; when one attack ceases, new ones always arise.

110 At such times your only help or comfort is to take refuge in the 
Lord’s Prayer and to appeal to God from your heart, “Dear Father, Thou 
hast commanded me to pray; let me not fall because of temptation.”

111 Then you will see the temptation cease and eventually admit de-
feat. Otherwise, if you attempt to help yourself by your own thoughts 
and counsels, you will only make the matter worse and give the devil a 
better opening. For he has a serpent’s head; if it finds an opening into 
which it can slip, the whole body will irresistibly follow. But prayer can 
resist him and drive him back.

Hymn ‘O God, Forsake Me Not’        LSB 731

Text: Salomo Franck, 1659–1725; tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt. Tune: Neu-vermehrtes . . . 
Gesangbuch, 1693, 3rd ed., Meiningen Text and tune: Public domain

+ Soli Deo Gloria +
Rev. Dr. Joel G. Koepp
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The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
LCMS Stewardship Ministry – lcms.org/stewardship

Faithfulness: The Stewardship Standard

“Moreover, it is required of stewards that they be found faithful” 
(1 Cor. 4:2).

What is the standard to which a steward is held? Ask the average 
person, and they might talk about percentages, tithes, and com-
mitments. Too often, the default mode of measuring stewards is by 
how much and how frequently they give. This is not helpful. Mea-
suring activity without any connection to baptismal identity is a rec-
ipe for disaster. It can either breed a sense of superiority and self-
righteousness or create a culture of scarcity and despair. Neither 
outcome is godly or helpful.

This is not to say that stewardship should be regarded as “no big 
deal.” St. Paul, within his discussion of the ministry to which he 
has been called, sets the standard of accountability for the stew-
ard: faithfulness. This removes any sense of superiority or self-
righteousness and dispels scarcity and despair. When a steward 
manages what the Lord has entrusted to them — resources and all 
aspects of life — for God’s purposes, the focus is not on how much 
or how frequently they give. 

This standard reflects the stewardship portrayed in the Gospels 
where Jesus entrusts varying amounts, each according to ability. 
The commended stewards were recognized for their faithfulness in 
their vocation, not the amounts they managed. Conversely, the con-
demned stewards were not castigated for their lack of performance 
but for their lack of faithfulness.
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What does this mean for the steward in the pew? The Lord has 
entrusted you with various things. Luther captures them in his ex-
planation of the First Article of the Apostles’ Creed and the Fourth 
Petition of the Lord’s Prayer. The familiar couplets of food and drink, 
house and home, spouse and children, land, animals and all pos-
sessions are the Lord’s, and He has entrusted them to you for His 
purpose. This trust brings an active realization of thanksgiving.

This active thanksgiving is our stewardship. It can be distilled into 
two questions that the steward regularly needs to answer: 
 1. How has God blessed me? 
 2. How is He calling me to respond? 

The first question is quite simple to answer: if the Lord has 
entrusted something to you, it is a blessing. This blessing is for 
God’s glory and the benefit of your neighbor. The second question 
is more challenging to measure; it is not about percentages and 
charts. Instead, it is about a life of thanksgiving that flows from the 
mercies of God revealed in Jesus Christ. This thanksgiving starts at 
and flows from the cross and the empty tomb. Our stewardship of 
the Gospel drives our stewardship of everything else.

The standard, then, is faithfulness. Faithfulness flows from eyes 
focused on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith. It does not 
come from our efforts but through the working of the Holy Spirit in 
our lives, through Word and Sacrament. It begins at the altar in the 
Divine Service but extends into the world — from hearth and home 
to workplace and classroom, from commerce to leisure. The mercy 
of God, freely given in Jesus, leads us to demonstrate a faithfulness 
that reveals to others the same mercy we have received in Jesus.

This faithfulness cannot be measured empirically. It is simply allow-
ing the Holy Spirit to work in and through us for the glory of God 
and the benefit of our neighbor. Weekly. Daily. Faithfully.
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God’s Work in Eurasia
A Mock Family Newsletter

Connection to Mission

In March, we were honored to open our home to a short-term team com-
prised of college students from the U.S. Our fellow missionaries Ben Hel-
ge and Chelsea Irwin lead the group through the LCMS missionary loca-
tions within the Czech Republic to get a small taste of mission work and to 
see if it might be a good fit for them in the future.

“The goal of this trip is for the students to learn about God’s mission in 
the Czech Republic, church history, what missionary life is like, and to 
serve in various ways.”

- Ben Helge, Shared Ministries Manager, Eurasia

Outside of opening our home, it was great to be able to share how my role 
as a missionary and IT professional, as well as other vocations are crucial 
to the planting of Lutheran churches, spreading the Gospel, and showing 
mercy (and that includes you!).

Mission Education 
Team - Dinner at 

our Place!
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Local Students and Visitors Seeking Church
These past few months we have had an uptick in students and visitors who 
have attended St. Michael. Many of these newcomers are seeking a 
conservative and confessional church to be a part of. Though not always 
from a Lutheran background, many come already having read The Small 
Catechism, The Augsburg Confession, and other important Lutheran 
theological writings. The common refrain is an appreciation for the theol-
ogy of the cross and for the purity of the Gospel as it stands in distinction 
from the Law, as delivered through the Divine Service. It is humbling and 
encouraging to see such young people excited and passionate about pre-
serving this precious theology that is central to Jesus and His Gospel. It is 
also a reminder that God is at work as He continues to gather His church. 
I look forward to strengthening these relationships as we walk together as 
brothers and sisters in Christ.

Tech Tools: Helping Facilitate Communication and Collaboration
When it comes to how we are utilizing technology on the field, suffice it to 
say that there are growing needs beyond what we are currently doing—not 
only within Eurasia but also across regional boundaries. New opportuni-
ties are on the horizon to collaborate with additional local church bodies 
while at the same time strengthening existing relationships in the mission 
field.

There is a lot of mission work that is spread across not only different 
countries but continents, languages, and technology stacks, too! The needs 
and work quickly outpace what we are able to do as independent mission-
aries or church bodies, which makes collaborating as a team—and subse-
quently leveraging technology to assist in this effort—all the more impor-
tant.

In regional news, the 
recent ordination of two 
students from Luther 
Academy (Riga, Latvia) 
took place in Rome, Italy 
on May 31st. These two 
men are the first pastors 
of a new Confessional 
Lutheran Church in Italy. 
What a joy to be a part of 
their formation as pastors!



Family Update
Aurélie has been enjoying getting to know the women at our church better 
through their monthly Women’s Group where they are able to fellowship 
and study the Bible together. Eva and Moriah are growing like weeds. 
They just finished another year of school and really enjoy Prague (Eva 
recently told me that she would like to stay here for “at least 12 years”).

Thank you so much for your prayers as we continue in the work that God 
has set before us, that the Gospel of Christ and Him crucified for the sins 
of the world may be proclaimed.

– Cody, Aurélie, Eva and Moriah
Prayerfully consider partnering with the LCMS to support the work of Cody and Aurélie Mock.

Make checks payable to:

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
P.O. Box 66861

St. Louis, MO 63166-6861

OR
Mission Central

40718 Highway E 16
Mapleton, IA 51034

On the memo include Mock-Czech Republic

Give securely from any device: lcms.org/givenow/mock
Call a donor care representative: 888-930-4438
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Texas Flood Relief
Over the 4th of July, Central Texas experienced devastating 

flooding that has claimed more than 100 lives, with more 
than 150 people still missing. As they become available, 

resources for supporting relief and recovery efforts 
will be shared to the IDE-LCMS. 

7/9/2025 update from the Texas District LCMS:

At this time, we are being informed that the affected areas are 
still in the search and recovery stage. Volunteer teams are not 

allowed in the regions. The best way to help is to donate at 
https://txlcms.org/congregations/disaster-relief/

Your generosity makes a huge difference! 

It provides the following:
—Church Workers – direct aid to pastors, teachers, and staff who 
have been personally affected by the flooding. This includes help 
with temporary housing, basic living expenses, and home repairs.
—Congregations – help cover the costs of cleanup, repairs, and re-
placement of essentials, allowing these ministries to continue serv-
ing their communities.
—As funds allow, assistance is provided to members of LCMS con-
gregations who are working to recover from this disaster.

Do not lose hope! God provides strength and healing.


