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Chapter Directors
Steve & Jan Kerbow

Hello Chapter O,
As typically happens, March was a mixed month weather-wise for -- we had
some nice days, cold day, and several rainy days. We are certainly hoping April
and May will bring us better riding weather before the heat of the summer sets in.
Speaking of riding, District has some great rides/ride ideas for us during the next
couple of months; check out pages 9 and 12 of the newsletter for the details of the
Colors Ride, the Louisiana Courthouse Rides, and the “District Ride-In”. By the
way, do you have somewhere you would like to ride to—a park, a waterfalls, a historic site, some great riding roads? Just let Kelvin know and he will try to make it
happen. The Chapter is always looking for ideas and suggestions and they would
really help Kelvin out – a successful riding Chapter truly takes a team effort.

Let’s Ride!

“Join us for our Monthly Meeting”
Chapter O meets the first Friday of each month
At The Sugar Shack, Franklinton, LA
Social Time 6 pm—7 pm * Meeting Begins at 7 pm
Please Join Us and Invite Someone To Come With You!!!
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Membership Enhancement
Danny & Sharon Amerson

Hello Chapter ”O”
Chapter gathering Friday, March 5, 2021: Our gathering was held at the Sugar
Shack in Franklinton, LA. We had 21 members and one guest for our monthly meeting.
•

Door prize winners were Alan W. and Danny A.

•

For our golf ball game this month, Alan W. was the lucky person to try for the orange ball; however, the white ball was pulled, so the pot will continue to grow.

•

The Lucky winners of our 50/25/25 game were Larry and Elmo.

•

During the month March, we had one event:
•

Our ride started at the Shell station in Folsom, LA. Kelvin took the
group on a great ride thru the back roads to the Hill Top Inn in Maurepas, LA.

Last year, 2020, was a year of the unexpected. It was a year that made so
many stop and reflect. It reminded us to take a moment every now and then to express how grateful we are for those around us. Sharon and I, also, took a moment to
think about this chapter. This chapter is a reflection of each and every one of its
members. We want to thank each of our members, old and new, for every effort put
into Chapter O. Through this chapter, we are able to meet and establish relationships
with so many wonderful people, as well as share some great memories and experiences. You all have made us feel welcomed and included, and that is something we
want this chapter to always carry forward. It’s in that spirt that we want to welcome
our newest member, Roy Blackwood, but we also want to formally extend that welcome to all of our existing members; you might not have gotten a specific name mention in our previous letters, but you are welcomed and appreciated all the same. We
believe, it’s never a bad time to appreciate someone, and that is something we want
to do more of going forward.

3

MARCH MEETING
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MARCH MEETING
Cont’d
..…. AND MORE STORIES

LOOKS LIKE THESE
TWO HAVE A SECRET

OUR MONEY MAN HARD
AT WORK
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MORE OF MARCH MEETING
GOLF BALL GAME

WINNERS
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MARCH 13TH BACK ROADS
RIDE AND LUNCH AT
THE HILL TOP INN

7

WHEN TOO MUCH RAIN
KEEPS THE WING IN THE
GARAGE

KELVIN DEFINITELY
NEEDS TO STICK TO THE
WING
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Hello Louisiana
Here it is April and we have some news for you. Mike and Pam Jastram won the lottery and will be paying everyone’s GWRRA membership for the next year. April
Fools!!!
This month is Louisiana’s 1st District ride in a very long time. The Louisiana Colors
Ride is April 10th. It’s called “The Ride To Nowhere” so what does that mean? We will
have all of our motorcycles in groups by color just like every other year but this year
you will bring your motorcycle trailer with you. Now we will a bunch of motorcycles
traveling down the highway, all by color and pulling trailers looking like we are all on
a trip. So now the fun really starts because when someone walks up to us and asks
“where are you going” we can just say NOWHERE, but we got your attention.
WATCH OUT FOR MOTORCYCLES! The real reason for your trailer is to carry
your chairs and a cooler for your food. The colors ride will end at a very large rest area
and you will need a place to sit or bring a blanket and have a picnic under a tree.
Louisiana always does things just a little bit different than everyone else. We guess that
is why everyone likes to come visit us. Also maybe the food has something to do with it
also.
Just a reminder, the host hotel for the November Ride-In is almost filled. If you plan on
staying there, book your room ASAP.
As things seem to be getting a little better with this pandemic, we hope to see more of
you out riding and meeting family and friends but maintaining social distances.
PLEASE stay safe during these trying times.

Fritz & Johnette Beter / Mike & Pam Jastram
Louisiana District Directors
dd@gwrra-la.org
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C0LORS RIDE 2021
THE TRIP TO NOWHERE
Saturday April 10, 2021
What is a trip to nowhere? Let me explain. With everyone being a little anxious to
take a trip, we figured why not the Colors Ride be part of a trip. The only
difference, instead of traveling to another state, we will just pretend we are a
group of motorcyclist heading to another state. So how do you pretend? Hook your
trailer to you bike/trike and show up for the ride. The public does not have to
know there is nothing in our trailers. There might be a chair an ice chest and some
food to eat inside the trailer, but no real travel gear/clothes. We can talk like we
are really traveling at our meeting places, any stops along the way, and especially at
the rest area where we will have our lunch and to anyone that will listen.
Actual destination is the Grand Prairie Rest Area located near mile marker 34 on
I-49, approximately 15 miles north of Opelousas. There are plenty of tables,
restrooms, and parking places. The rest area is bi-directional. How do you like
that word? Do not get excited, it only means you have access traveling either
north or south.
Bring your own food, drinks and chairs. We will try to meet at 11:30, have
lunch, and depart for a short Colors Ride on I-49.
We will have bikes/trikes traveling from three directions.
East group (A, K, O, H). Road captain will be Mike Jastram. Mike’s group will meet
at the Love Station location N 751 S Lobdell Hwy (Highway 415) Hwy Port Allen.
We will travel Hwy 190 to I-49 to Grand Prairie Rest Area. Meet at 9:15 and
depart at 9:45.

West group (M, J, Texas J). Road captain will be Mickey Searels. Mickey’s group
will meet at the Chevron Station 3955 US Highway 190, Elton, La. Meet at 9:30
and depart at 10:00.
Chapter B. You are welcome to join either the east or west group or just meet us at the
rest area.
North group (C & D) Road captain will be Jim Berry. Jim’s group will meet the Loves
Station north of Alexandria. 7046 LA-1, Boyce. (I-49). Meet at 10:00 and depart 10:25.
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Upcoming 2021 Events
Colors Ride 2021 “Ride to Nowhere”
April 10th
Texas District Rally
April 29 - May 1
Louisiana Courthouse Rides
May 1 - June 30
Arkansas Rally
May 27 - 29
South Carolina Rally
June 3 – 5
Wing Ding 42 in 2021
June 29 – July 3
Kansas Rally
September 10 - 11
Oklahoma Rally
September 16 - 18
Alabama District Rally
September 30 – October 2
Mississippi District Rally
October 21 - 23
Chapter O Ride to Arkansas
October 16 - 23
LA District Ride-In
November 11 - 13
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Louisiana’s Parish Courthouse Rides
Mickey & Mary Searles, LA Motorist Awareness Program, have been thinking
of some things that will be fun and get us out riding around our state while being
safe. Below is their plan:
May is Motorcycle Awareness month, so we want to kick it off right while riding
our state. Here is the deal, we want to visit as many Courthouses in the state as we
can between May 1st through June 30th.
Have chapter rides to visit them, there are some nice ones here in Louisiana.
Also, for those chapters that live on the edge of our state you can also visit the
ones in another state that are close by.
On July 10th, we will all meet for an “All-District” picture at a central Courthouse in the state that all chapters ride to and meet for a group picture and a brown
bag lunch. This will be a great chance to get to see everybody.
Bring your chapter Motorist Awareness Banner when you visit that for that also
and it will look good in the picture with all of the banners.

Guidelines for the picture at each courthouse you visit:
•

Must have your Chapter’s Motorist Awareness Banner.

•

Take a picture with the banner on the steps of the Courthouse with your
riders behind it and date it.

•

Everyone must have your mask on in the picture.

This will be fun and it gives the chapters a “destination with a purpose” ride.
There are some beautiful places to visit.
***********************************************************************************************

Louisiana District Ride In
Since we were not able to have a District rally, we have decided to have a
Louisiana District Three Day “Ride In”. Come spend the entire time or just a day or
two as your schedule permits.
Date: November 11th, 12th & 13th, 2021 (Thursday, Friday & Saturday) with a
bonus ride on November 14th (Sunday)
Place: St Francisville, Louisiana
Details: Coming Soon—Stay Tuned

13

14

Mike & Becky Stevenson
Louisiana District Rider Educators
Also
ARC & TRC Instructors

Which Way is the Wind Blowing??
Riding in heavy winds can be very challenging. Some bikes are affected more
than others, and some riders have greater challenges with wind than other riders; but it’s a factor for every bike and every rider, so it bears discussion.
The wind tries to push you in the direction it’s blowing (duh), so you have to resist, or compensate, by leaning into it. Leaning is accomplished by pressing on
the handle grip of the direction the wind is coming from. So far, so good, but
the problem with wind is that it’s usually variable; in other words, it might stop
blowing, or be blocked by something like a building, hill, tunnel, or other vehicle.
In this case you have to be ready to stop compensating (leaning) for the wind,
quickly. Riding in a gusty situation can be a ride full of these maneuvers. It can
get tiring. More on that later.
When dealing with windy conditions, it is recommended that we ride in the middle of the lane. At this point I would think staggered riding should stop. This
gives us some maneuvering room for the extra space we might need when leaning/not leaning, over and over again, in short periods of time.
Back to the fatigue issue. Riding in the wind presents more challenge than just
staying on the road. Being ready for gusts, as well as for when the gusts end,
repeatedly, is mentally tiring. And the physical action needed to make the necessary steering inputs takes additional effort, of course. But wait – there’s
more! Wind is very noisy. High noise levels cause fatigue. Wind moves your riding clothing around, causing it to flap, etc., and that can be distracting. Drafts
can get into your riding gear, causing you to become cold. (High quality riding
gear mitigates these things to a great extent.) And all that stuff makes one
tired more quickly.
This is true for three wheels as much as two. You trike folks have a lot more
mass and a lot more surface area that is affected by the wind! Pushing the
handle bar into the wind can get tiresome a lot quicker than us that gives a little lean…..
Ride Smart, Ride Safe
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LOUISIANA CHAPTER GATERINGS
1st Monday
1st Tuesday
1st Thursday
1st Thursday
1st Friday
1st Saturday
3rd Tuesday
4th Monday
4th Wednesday

Chapter K
Chapter B
Chapter D
Chapter M
Chapter O
Chapter C
Chapter J
Chapter A
Chapter H

Metairie
Lafayette
Monroe
DeRidder
Franklinton
Shreveport
Sulphur
Baton Rouge
Houma

Check their websites for time, place, and address.
We should all try to visit other Chapter Gatherings
since you belong to all GWRRA Chapters.
If we support their Chapter, they will support ours!
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CHAPTER DIRECTORS
NEWSLETTER EDITORS
Steve & Jan Kerbow
jan.kerbow@gmail.com
steve.kerbow01@gmail.com
ASST CHAPTER DIRECTORS
Alan & Julie Williams
alanwilliams0607@yahoo.com
MEMBERSHIP ENHANCEMENT
Danny & Sharon Amerson
amersondannyb@yahoo.com

Duane Mixon — 4/5
Brenda Netterville — 4/5
Debrah Simmons —4/13
Danny Hancock — 4/21

WEBMASTER
Allen Hoover
webmaster@gwrra-la-o.org
RIDE COORDINATOR
Kelvin & Gay Dawsey
keldi82@yahoo.com

Steve & Jan Kerbow

TREASURER
Rudy & Paula Winstead
winstead06@bellsouth.net
SUNSHINE LADY
Joyce Netherland
jcnland@att.net
COUPLE OF THE YEAR
Kelvin & Gay Dawsey
keldi82@yahoo.com
MOTORNESS AWARENESS
Lex & Gay Austin
lwaust39505@yahoo.com

Marie Vince
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April 2021
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu
1

Fri
2

Sat
3

Chapter O
Gathering
6:00 PM to Eat
7:00 PM to
Meet

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

COLORS RIDE
2021 ‘RIDE TO
NOWHERE”
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13

14

15

16

17
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19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30
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May 2021
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

Chapter O
Gathering
6:00 PM to
Eat
7:00 PM to
Meet

8
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Organized June 2004

TEAM GWRRA
GWRRA TEAM

POSITION

EMAIL

Jere & Sherry Goodman

Directors of GWRRA

director@gwrra.org

Susan & George Huttman

Director of Rider Education

director-re@gwrra.org

Dan & Mary Costello

Director of Membership Enhancement

mepgwrra@gmail.com

Lorrie Thomas

Director of GWRRA University

lorriemthomas@aol.com

TO BE DETERMINED

Director of Finance

financedirector@gwrra.org

Mike & Varri Critzman

Director of Motorist Awareness

itsawingthing@hotmail.com

Alessandro Boveri

Executive Director Overseas

alboveri@gmail.com

