
The Rarest of Them All 
As most of you know, I’ve been researching and 
collecting everything I could get my hands on, about the 
Dodge Li’l Red Express Truck, for the past 30+ years. 

I’ve found a few rarities over the years, i.e.  Out of the 
5118, 1979 models produced, I’ve found 8 trucks, or 
about 0.0016% with the single headlight set up, as 
opposed to the NE5 Quad light option.  Really rare!! 

 

Lil Red models with both Air Conditioning and the Red 
Bench seat interior, 1978 – 7% or 156 out of 2188 built, and 
1979 – 10 % or 512 out of 5118 trucks built.  

 



I consider the above trucks to be extremely rare, even 
with the fact that the Li’l Reds themselves are “rare” 
considering the total number of trucks for both years was 
only 7306 built. 

However, it never ceases to amaze me, that even after 
30+ years of research, I can still find a truck or something 
I didn’t know about these trucks. 

Case in point, recently I found a 1978 Li’l Red that was 
produced at the Warren Truck Plant #1, in Detroit, MI. 

 

This may not seem to be special at first glance, but as 
most of you know, all 1978 Lil Reds were built at the 
Tecumseh Road Truck Plant, Windsor, Ontario, Canada.   

The 1978 VIN plate states “CHRYSLER CANADA LTD., 
MADE IN CANADA’, and has an aluminum border around 
the black plate, with the 5th digit being an “S” for the 
engine,  6th digit being an “8” for the 1978 year, and 7th 



digit being a “J”, designating the Tecumseh Road Plant in 
Windsor, Canada. 

 
The 1979 VIN plate states, “CHRYSLER CORPORATION, 
MADE IN USA”, with an all-black background, and an “S” 
in the 5th digit for the engine, “9” in the 6th digit for the 
1979 year, and the 7th digit being an “S”, designating the 
Warren Truck Plant #1, Detroit, MI. 

 

As we all know, the 5th digit, is an “S”, designating the 
Special Engine, used exclusively in the Li’l Reds. 



Well, I found a 1978 Li’l Red, with an “S” in the 5th digit 
(engine), an “8” in the 6th digit (Year 1978), and an “S” in 
the 7 digit (Warren Truck Plant #1), of the VIN.  The plate is 
like all other 1978 plates with the aluminum border, 
except it says, “CHRYSLER CORPORATION, MADE IN 
USA”.  The plate even has the 6 digit sequence number, 
that is painted black, like all 1979 trucks, with a build 
date of July 26, 1978.  August 1978 was the start date for 
production on the 1979 Dodge trucks, even though the 
1979 Li’l Reds did not start production until December of 
1978. 

Here is a picture of the actual VIN plate, (with the 
“original rivets”), and the Certification decal, with all the 
information I stated earlier. 

 



 

Undoubtably, this is the rarest Li’l Red ever produced.  
This must be in the “1 of 1” category.   I have a theory 
about how or why this could have happened. 

My theory, and it’s only a theory, is I think the Warren 
Truck Plant #1, was gearing up to produce the 1979 Li’l 
Reds, starting in December 1978.  They obviously had to 
prepare the production line, to handle a new model and 
had to figure the “flat-rate” labor times to install all the 
Li’l Red items, modified engine and transmission, stacks, 
decals, wheels, wood sideboards, etc.  They also had to 
accumulate all those prior mentioned items for the line 
inventory, which takes months to do.  So, I think they took 
a standard red cab, Utiline bed truck and added all the 
special Lil Red items listed above and made one 1978 Li’l 
Red in Detroit, MI.   This truck let them know the build 
times, and extra items used only on the Li’l Red, etc.  

This one of a kind 1978 Li’l Red, also had many items that 
ended up being standard on the 1979 model,  a spare 8” 



wheel and tire, with the mounting unit, cut pile carpet 
with the 85 MPH speedometer, along with a radiator core 
support tag, vacuum hose routing decal diagram and 
Equipment ID label under the hood.  

 
The truck was sold new at L & B Dodge, Inc., Robesonia, 
PA, 4-7-79 by salesman Rich Long. 

Unfortunately, the truck needs restoration, but it is in the 
process of being restored back to original condition.  It is 
worthy of a complete restoration, due to its obvious 
rarity. 

Ironically, even Darrell Morris, the plant manager at 
Warren Truck Plant #1, in 1979, was unaware of this truck 



ever being built, probably because it was the only one 
built and it wasn’t a production line truck.   

Here are a few more pics of the truck today. 
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