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How to reach us…. 

 

Church Office 

507-235-5382 

Hours: Tuesday—Friday 

9:30 a.m.—12:30 p.m. 

 

E-mail 

uccsecretary319@gmail.com 

 

Web Site Address 

www.fairmontucc.org 

First Congregational  

United Church of Christ 

Fairmont, Minnesota 

First Congregational UCC 

319 Downtown Plaza 

Fairmont, MN  56031 

WHEELCHAIR  

ACCESSIBLE 

       Rev. Cory Germain 

      Office Hours: 

  Tuesday  9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 

  Wednesday 12:30 p.m. through                  

  evening meetings & activities 

  Thursday 9:30 a.m.—12:30 p.m. 

  Friday   9:30 a.m.—12:30 p.m. 

  Rev. Cory’s phone: 507-399-8282 

Worship Hours 

Worship 10:00 

Sunday school 11:00 

Communion the second 

     Sunday of every month.   
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October 2024 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 
10:00 Lakeview 

Communion 

2 
5:30  Mission  

Board          

6:00 Worship 

Board 

7:00 Choir 

3 
11:30 MRCI 

(FS/HH) 

1:00 TOPS (Ch) 

4 5 

6 
10:00 Worship 

11:00 Sunday 

school 

12:00 Oct. Fun 

Day for youth 

7 8 

 

 
7:00 Facilities 

Board 

9 
5:30 Diaconate 

Board 

5:45 CE Board 

7:00 Choir 

10 
11:30 MRCI 

(FS/HH) 

1:00 TOPS (Ch) 

 

5:30 Hospitality 

Board 

11 12 
12:30 Rain date 

for Highway 

Cleanup 

13 
10:00 Worship 

      Communion 

11:00 Sunday 

school 

14 
9:00 Council    

agenda items 

due 

15 
10:00 Goldfinch 

Communion 

16 
5:45 Church 

Council 

7:00 Choir 

17 
11:30 MRCI 

(FS/HH) 

1:00 TOPS (Ch) 

18 
9:00 November 

newsletter 

items due 

19 
HH reserved 

from 1-5 PM 

20 
10:00 Worship 

11:00 Sunday 

school 

11:00 New 

member  

orientation 

21 22 23 
7:00 Choir 

24 
11:30 MRCI 

(FS/HH) 

1:00 TOPS (Ch) 

25 
11:00 November 

newsletter    

assembly 

26 

27 
10:00 Worship 

Blessing Box 

collection 

11:00 Sunday 

school 

 

28 29 30 
5:30 Free  

Community 

Meal  

7:00 Choir 

31 

Halloween 

9:30 Bible Study 

11:30 MRCI 

(FS/HH) 

1:00 TOPS (Ch) 
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FIRST CONGREGATIONAL UCC 
FAIRMONT, MN 

CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES FOR 9-18-2024 

 

 
Members Present: Abigail Anderson, Amber Brummond, Jane Kotewa, Sherry Larson, Larry Lasch, Marcia 
Musser, Members Absent: Kay Campe, Marilyn Forstrom, Catherine Johnson, Christina Hainy, Sue Kruse, and 
Abby Shoen. Ex-officio members: Pastor Cory and Dara Bliesmer, Asst Treasurer.  

The Council met in Heritage Hall at 5:45 PM. Past Moderator Abigail Anderson called the meeting to order, 
and Pastor Cory led devotion and prayer. We celebrated generosity in the church, naming several recent events 
for which we are thankful; Donations for the furnace, choir, Sunday School, Free pantry use and those stepping 
up to lead our upcoming fundraisers. 

Motion to approve the minutes from the meeting on Aug 21, 2024, was M/S/C. (Marcia Musser/Jane Kotewa) 

Treasurer’s Report Catherine Johnson submitted a report stating the furnace has been paid for by several do-
nations. Each Board/Committee/Office needs to submit their projected budget by November 21st. At the end of 
August, we received 60% of pledged giving, which is slightly down. A motion to receive the treasurer’s report 
was M/S/C. (Jane Kotewa/ Sherry Larson) 
Pastor’s Report: Pastor Cory has given out a few more funds from the Star Fish fund this month. Now that 
Poppe’s is closed, we discussed where to purchase “Gas” gift cards from. Kwik Trip sounds like the best way to 
go for now. Had a few in-home communions with the help of Eric Johnson. 
BOARD REPORTS: 
 Christian Education: Discussed the calendar for the year, confirming major dates. Reflected on sum-
mer events, all were well attended.  

Hospitality:  No meeting. 
 Facilities: Larry Lasch reported the furnace has been paid for. It will go in as soon as it gets here. They 
cleared shrubs and branches. Need to remove some trees, going to reach out to Jon Thate for removal estimates. 
 Diaconate: Eric Johnson and Sue Kruse went along on visits to Goldfinch. 
Mission: Ditch cleanup is going to be September 28th, makeup is in October. Working on getting Nov and Dec 
community meals covered. 
 Worship: Working on getting pulpit supply filled, Pastor and Joyce working on getting pianist filled for 
October and November services. 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 Nominations committee: Bring nomination names to Abigail for anyone who you feel would be inter-
ested in any board for the upcoming year. 
 Personnel committee:  Pastor reviews are out to the boards, and the council reviewed the Pastor work-
ing agreement and the personnel committee will be making revisions to military leave. 
 Stewardship: Our Church is a Family & we are Stronger Together is the theme. Looking for a few 
members to be on the team this year and start working on an “in-gathering” date.  
OLD BUSINESS: Complete council write-up and picture for the newsletter. The new signage is ordered for the 
entrances. Glows Soup supper fundraiser will be November 22 from 5-7pm. Congo Cookie Club met and will 
have their Crafts and Cookie Sale during Downtown’s Merry and Bright. Talked to Wanda Waterbury from St. 
John’s UCC about combining our newsletters to help each other out on postage. Looking into more ways we 
can help each other out by combining things and saving money. 
NEW BUSINESS: Pastor Cory is working with several other churches in Fairmont to put together a Christmas 
Carol songbook, for the public to have a sing along at the Red Rock Center on December 15th. 
 
Upcoming Dates: 
- Budget Proposals due by 11/21/24  - Election Date 12/8/24  
- In Gathering 11/17/24    - Board Reports for Annual Meeting due date 12/20/24 
- Budget Meeting 11/25 &/or 12/5/24  - Annual Meeting 1/26/25           
 
Past Moderator Abigail Anderson adjourned the meeting.  
Respectfully submitted, Abigail Anderson, Past Moderator 
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Celebrating Generosity  
 

Fall is here and our Congregation is not slowing down a bit.  Here’s some of what our 

congregation has been up to – there is so much going on – join us in Celebrating the 

Generosity shown to our Church Family and our community.  Since last month, your 

generosity has been at work in so many ways  . . . it’s impossible to list them all! 
 

• Bible Study 

• Worship Board Free Community Meal 

• Lakeview Communion 

• Goldfinch Communion 

• Newsletter & helpers 

• Readers, Ushers, Greeters 

• Special Music 

• Worship 

• Fill in Pianists 

• Choir 

• Rightnow Media 

• Website & Facebook Pages

 
• Ditch Cleanup  

• Wednesday Community 

Worship at Park 

• Church Service 

Broadcasts 

• Sunday School!!! – kids and adults 

• Sunday School kickoff, VBS and Dance Party! 

• Sunday Fundays . . . 

• Military Service Members 

• Congo Cookie Club  

• Sanctuary Flowers  

• Prayer Chain 

• HyVee & Fareway Receipts 

• Free Little Pantry 

• Noisy Sunday – Heifer Project 

• Donations to cover the new 

furnace/air conditioner!! 

• New signage 

• Contemporary Worship 

• Glows Soup Supper 

• Produce Sharing 

• Starfish 

• Cooperation & Coordination 

with St John’s UCC 

• Taking care of the lawn, trees, and landscaping 

• Helping while Christina is out 

• Working together to get things done 

• Cards, notes, and calls to those in need 

 

 

 

These are just a few examples of the generosity we need to celebrate each and every 

day within our Church Family.  Each of these items ignited a different passion in those 

who took part.  We are so fortunate to have a Church Family with such diverse passions 

and generous souls!  There is so much more to come . . . together we can do so many 

wonderful things and touch so many lives.  Let’s keep the celebration going! 

Thank you all for sharing your time, talents, and treasures!   
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Join us this fall as we start on a journey for 2025, exploring how we can 

make our church family stronger; helping one another and our 

community, sharing our strengths and our weaknesses; learning to lean 

on one another, to be there for one another.  This journey will begin with 

a CHURCH FAMILY REUNION on November 17th.  That will be the day of 

our pledge in-gathering.  A day to celebrate all that we give to our church 

family – all that we receive from our church family - all that we can 

accomplish together.  Plan to attend the festivities that day; invite others! 

Our Church is a FAMILY – we are stronger TOGETHER! 
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Date Memory/Honor of Designation From 

MEMORIALS 

Altar Flower Signup:  If there is a Sunday that has a special meaning to you and you would like 
to provide the flowers, please sign up on the calendar by the coat closet. Write your name and who 
the flowers are in memory/honor of. Please know that we appreciate you sharing your special 
memories/days with us! Contact  Dolores Gronewald with questions at (651) 249-6236. 

Hy-Vee & Fareway Report as of Report as of 22 September 2024 
During the last 4 weeks, $11,118.55 (556%) worth of Hy-Vee slips were received. 
After 42 weeks, Hy-Vee is at $157,228.02 (78.61%) toward the 17 th goal which is now 
$200,000. 
During the same time, $1,583.22 (1.06%) worth of Fareway slips were received.  After 
77 weeks, Fareway is at $85,590.29 (57.06%) toward our 5 th $150,000 goal. 
This program started the first of March 2011, so any slips from then until now can be 
used. Any Fairmont Fareway and Hy-Vee food store register slip can be used. Even 
slips from Hy-Vee Fast &amp; Fresh (Gas), Coffee Shop, Food Service, and Pharmacy help us 
toward the goal. Delivery slips/sheets can also be used. Thanks to all who bring/mail 
the slips to the Church, or mailing them or dropping them off at my house. 
 
Reported by; 
Jim Bock 

Pastor Cory is available for counseling, home visitation and hospital 
visitation. Please notify the church office (235-5382) or Pastor Cory 
(399-8282). 

Our deepest sympathy and prayers to: 

• The Ziemer family on the passing of Kris’s mother. 

Prayer Request Cards are on the table in the Narthex. Please share your joys and 
concerns on the card and return it to the usher prior to the Pastoral Prayer if you 
would like your request included in our prayers during the worship service.   

15-Sept  Memory of Peggy Heinrich  

  

Starfish Les Heinrich 
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Have a favorite Christmas Cookie Recipe? 
 

Like to Bake?       Like to Decorate? 
 

Like to make Crafts? 
 

Join the Congo Cookie Club!!! 
 

Be on the lookout for information coming in the 
newsletter, bulletins, Facebook, and your email . . . 

Congo Cookie Club!!! 

Sale During Downtown Merry & Bright Event 

Don’t miss the next Free Community 
Meal on  Wednesday, October 30th! 
The Diaconate Board will be serving 

their famous chili! Join them in    
Heritage Hall at 5:30 PM! 

Coming up in our community: 

Be on the lookout for signups and  

more information about the  

Glows Soup Supper fundraiser  

on  

Friday, November 22nd! 
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Nov. Diaconate: Kris Fuller 

 Usher: Michael Rowan 

 Readers for: 

  3rd: Ace/Deb Adams 

  10th: Cynthia Celander 

  17th: Abigail Anderson 

  24th: Kay Campe 

Thank you to everyone who has 
filled in for me in the office, taken 
minutes for me at church council, or 
helped out with the newsletter while 
I’ve been gone! You are a blessing!                       
- Christina 

Prayer Chain: 
We are looking for a volunteer to lead our 
active prayer chain.  The prayer chain leader 
sends emails, calls those without email and is 
a contact for those   requesting prayers. 
Please contact   Pastor Cory or the church 
office if interested! 

Oct. Diaconate: Dave Huset 

 Usher: Eric Johnson 

 Readers for: 

  6th: Sandra Smith 

  13th: Marilyn Forstrom 

  20th: Dolores Gronewald 

  27th: Carolyn Thompson 

MISSON MOMENT: 

The October Blessing Box is for the  
Little Free Pantry. 

Attention Snowbirds! 

Please let the office know if 
you are flying South this 
winter, your address & what 
months you’ll be soaking up 

the sun! 

Congratulations to Oliver 

Thedens for the honor of being a 

Homecoming King candidate at 

Fairmont High School! 

A little reminder to support our church youth in their 

activities! It means so much to them! Thanks! 

CE NEWS: 

Snack and juice box donations are 
now being accepted for Sunday 

school! 

 

CE’s October Fun Day will be on 
Sunday, October 6th. Youth will 
have pizza & fun after Sunday 

school from 12—2 PM. 

 
 
 
 

October 26, 4:00 - 7:00 p.m. 
at the Vogel Farm 

717 200th AVE 
South of Fairmont 

Hotdogs, marshmallows,                         
& hot apple cider provided 

Bring a dish to share & your own chair 
Costumes welcome, but not required! 
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                                       Apple Dapple Cake       
Ingredients for Cake: 

3 eggs 

2 c. brown sugar 

1 c. vegetable oil 

2 c. flour 

1 tsp. cinnamon 

1 tsp. baking soda 

1 tsp. salt 

1 c. coconut (optional) 

1 c. chopped nuts (walnuts or pecans) 

3 c. diced, peeled apples 

2 tsp. vanilla 

 

Combine eggs, brown sugar and oil. Add flour, cinnamon, baking soda and salt. (Mixture 

will be very thick.) Add remaining ingredients and mix well. Place in a greased 9 x 13” pan. 

Bake at 350 degrees F for 45 minutes to 1 hour until a toothpick inserted in the center comes 

out clean. 

 

 Ingredients for Topping: 

 1 c. brown sugar 

 1 stick margarine 

 ¼ c. milk 
 

 Combine and boil for 4 minutes. When the cake is done baking, punch holes in the 

 top with a fork and pour topping over the hot cake. Cool completely. 

 

       Ingredients for Cream Cheese Frosting: 

       6 oz. cream cheese 

       ¾ stick butter 

       1 Tbsp. cream or milk 

       1 tsp. vanilla 

       4 c. powdered sugar 

 

       Beat cream cheese, butter, vanilla and milk  

       together until soft. Add enough powdered  

       sugar until it is spreadable. Frost the cake. 

 

          Serves 16. Freezes well.  
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If your birthday or anniversary is not listed or is incorrect, please notify the church office. 

 Happy Birthday: 

 Happy Anniversary: 

Oct  2  Cheryl Rippke 
  Kristen Abbenhaus 

Oct  3   Elizabeth Scheppman  
         Adam Rachuy  
Oct  4   Amanda Forstrom 
       Steve Urban  
Oct  7   Aubrey McAlister      
Oct 11   Jenny Craven  
         Mike Thate  
Oct 13   Logyn Cone 
         Jonissa Neitzel  
Oct 15   John Holstine 
Oct 17   Jon Anderson 

Oct. 2  Brandon & Rachel Tonneson  14 years   
Oct. 9  Randy & Pat Rowan    53 years  
Oct. 15 Bill & Staci Thompson   19 years   
Oct. 24 Steve & Janine Draper   44 years  
Oct. 31 Dean & Donna Grotte   54 years 

Oct 18  Michael Rowan 
Oct 19   Brian Thate  
Oct 21   Sue Kruse  
Oct 22   Jane Kotewa  
         Gracie Ziemer 
          David Adams  
          Jessi Kotewa 
Oct 24  Melissa Goerndt        
Oct 25   Kathy Jorgensen  
Oct 28   Staci Thompson 
Oct 29   Angela Vaughn  
Oct 30   Wanda Johnson             
Oct 31    Barb Bittman   


