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SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER (Exaudi) 

Ezekiel 36:22–28                                                                                                                                                                      
1 Peter 4:7–11 (12–14)                                                                                                                                                                                                       
John 15:26—16:4 

The Spirit of Truth Bears Witness to Jesus 

The Spirit of Truth bears witness to Jesus, who is the truth. But the world does not receive the truth. It loves its 
own and hates those who are of the truth. Just as Jesus was scorned, so is His Church. “The hour is coming 
when whoever kills you will think he is offering service to God” (John 16:2). Yet it is by Jesus’ suffering and 
death that we are saved. Therefore we rejoice to share in His sufferings, that we may also share in His 
resurrection glory (1 Pet. 4:7–14). Through the ministry of the Spirit of Truth, we are cleansed from the deceit 
of our idols and given a new heart and a new spirit, the heart and Spirit of Christ (Ezek. 36:22–28). He now 
works in us fervent, self-giving love for one another, love which covers a multitude of sins, “that in everything 
God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. To him belong glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen” (1 
Pet. 4:11). 

 
Silent Preservice Meditation and Prayer                                                                                                                           

Blessed Lord, you have caused all Holy Scripture to be written for our learning.  Grant that we may 
so hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that by patience and the comfort of your 
holy Word, we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 
 
Music for Reflection 
Announcements 
 
Gathering Hymn 
How Beautiful 

1) How beautiful the hands that served 

The wine and the bread and the sons of the earth 

How beautiful the feet that walked 

The long dusty roads and the hill to the cross 

Chorus: How beautiful how beautiful 

  How beautiful is the body of Christ 

2) How beautiful the heart that bled 

That took all my sin and bore it instead 

How beautiful the tender eyes 

That chose to forgive and never despise 

Chorus: How beautiful how beautiful 

       How beautiful is the body of Christ 

Bridge: And as He laid down His life 

  We offer this sacrifice 

  That we will live just as He died 

  Willing to pay the price 

  Willing to pay the price 

3.) How beautiful the radiant Bride 

Who waits for her Groom with His light in her eyes 



How beautiful when humble hearts give 

The fruit of pure lives so that others may live 

Chorus: How beautiful how beautiful 

  How beautiful is the body of Christ 

4.) How beautiful the feet that bring 

The sound of good news and the love of the King 

How beautiful the hands that serve 

The wine and the bread and the sons of the earth 

Chorus: How beautiful how beautiful 

  How beautiful is the body of Christ 

CCLI Song # 443594;  Twila Paris;  © 1990 Ariose Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing);  Mountain 
Spring Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 

For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 

CCLI License # 11451003 

Confession and Forgiveness 

Stand 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

P In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
  
P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
  
P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the body 

and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our 
unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and 
deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us 
take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of 
Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

 
Kneel/Stand 

 
C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. 

Amen. 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your 

sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all 
your sins in the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Stand 

Service of the Word 

Lord, Have Mercy (Kyrie)                                      LSB 204 
C Lord, have mercy; 

Christ, have mercy; 
Lord, have mercy. 

 



Gloria in Excelsis                                                                  LSB 204 
C 1 To God on high be glory 

    And peace to all the earth; 
    Goodwill from God in heaven 
    Proclaimed at Jesus’ birth! 
    We praise and bless You, Father; 
    Your holy name, we sing— 
    Our thanks for Your great glory, 
    Lord God, our heav’nly King. 
  
2 To You, O sole-begotten, 
    The Father’s Son, we pray; 
    O Lamb of God, our Savior, 
    You take our sins away. 
    Have mercy on us, Jesus; 
    Receive our heartfelt cry, 
    Where You in pow’r are seated 
    At God’s right hand on high— 
  
3 For You alone are holy; 
    You only are the Lord. 
    Forever and forever, 
    Be worshiped and adored; 
    You with the Holy Spirit 
    Alone are Lord Most High, 
    In God the Father’s glory. 
    “Amen!” our glad reply. 

 
Salutation and Prayer of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Let us pray. 

O King of glory, Lord of hosts, uplifted in triumph far above all heavens, leave us not without 
consolation but send us the Spirit of truth whom You promised from the Father; for You live and 
reign with Him and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
Sit 
 
Old Testament Reading                                                                                                 Ezekiel 36:22-28 

22Therefore, say this to the house of Israel. This is what the LORD God says. I am about to act, O house of 
Israel, not for your sake, but for the sake of my holy name, which you have profaned among the nations to 
which you have gone. 23I will sanctify my great name, which has been profaned among the nations, which you 
profaned among them. Then the nations will know that I am the LORD, declares the LORD God, when I reveal 
myself as holy in front of their eyes through you. 24I will take you from among the nations. I will gather you 
from all the lands, and I will bring you to your own soil. 25I will sprinkle purifying water on you, and you will be 
clean. I will cleanse you from all your impurity and from all your filthy idols.  

26Then I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit inside you. I will remove the heart of stone from your 
body and give you a heart of flesh. 27I will put my Spirit within you and will cause you to walk in my statutes, 
and you will carefully observe my ordinances. 28Then you will live in the land I gave your fathers. You will be 
my people, and I will be your God.  
 

P    This is the Word of the Lord. 
C    Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 



New Testament/Epistle        1 Peter 4:7-14 
7The end of all things is near. So have sound judgment and be self-controlled for the sake of your prayers. 

8Above all, love each other constantly, because love covers a multitude of sins. 9Be hospitable to one another 
without complaining. 

10Serve one another, each according to the gift he has received, as good stewards of the many forms of God’s 
grace. 11If anyone speaks, let him do it as one speaking the messages of God. If anyone serves, let him do it as 
one serving with the strength God supplies so that God may be glorified in every way through Jesus Christ. To 
him belong the glory and the power forever and ever. Amen. 

12Dear friends, do not be surprised by the fiery trial that is happening among you to test you, as if 
something strange were happening to you. 13Instead rejoice whenever you are sharing in the sufferings of 
Christ, so that you may rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed.  

14If you are insulted in connection with the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and 
of God rests on you.  
 

 P    This is the Word of the Lord.  
C     Thanks be to God. 

 
Anthem 

 
Stand 

 
Alleluia and Verse 

 
C Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  
C These things are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. 
C Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 
Holy Gospel                                                                                                                         John 15:26-16:4 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, beginning in the fifteenth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

26“When the Counselor comes, whom I will send to you from the Father—the Spirit of truth, who proceeds 
from the Father—he will testify about me. 27And you also are going to testify, because you have been with me 
from the beginning.” 

 16:1“I have told you these things so that you will not fall away. 2They will put you out of the synagogues. In 
fact, a time is coming when anyone who murders you will think he is offering a service to God. 3They will do 
these things because they have not known the Father or me. 4But I have told you these things so that when their 
time comes, you may remember that I told them to you. I did not tell you these things from the beginning, 
because I was with you.” 

 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 



     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
 
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life + of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Sit 

 
Message Hymn 
842 Son of God, Eternal Savior 

1 Son of God, eternal Savior, 
    Source of life and truth and grace, 
Word made flesh, whose birth among us 
    Hallows all our human race, 
You our Head, who, throned in glory, 
    For Your own will ever plead: 
Fill us with Your love and pity, 
    Heal our wrongs, and help our need. 

 
2 As You, Lord, have lived for others, 

    So may we for others live. 
Freely have Your gifts been granted; 
    Freely may Your servants give. 
Yours the gold and Yours the silver, 
    Yours the wealth of land and sea; 
We but stewards of Your bounty 
    Held in solemn trust will be. 

 
3 Come, O Christ, and reign among us, 

    King of love and Prince of Peace; 
Hush the storm of strife and passion, 
    Bid its cruel discords cease. 
By Your patient years of toiling, 
    By Your silent hours of pain, 
Quench our fevered thirst of pleasure, 
    Stem our selfish greed of gain. 

 
4 Son of God, eternal Savior, 

    Source of life and truth and grace, 
Word made flesh, whose birth among us 
    Hallows all our human race: 



By Your praying, by Your willing 
    That Your people should be one, 
Grant, O grant our hope’s fruition: 
    Here on earth Your will be done. 

Text: Public domain 
 

Children's Message  
Message “The Holy Spirit Helps Us” 
 
Stand 
 
Prayers of the Church 

P.  Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs. 
Brief silence 

P.  In peace, let us pray to the Lord:                                                                                                                                                                                          
C.  Lord, have mercy. 

P.  That Christ, our King of glory uplifted in triumph far above the heavens, would not leave us without 
consolation, but send always the Spirit of His truth whom He promised from the Father, let us pray to 
the Lord:                                                                                                                                                                                          
C.  Lord, have mercy. 

P.  For the Holy Church, that she would be strengthened to bear witness, to bear persecution and to live 
in the confidence that since Christ is for us, nothing can separate us from Him; and for the ministers 
and missionaries of the Church, especially Pastor Micah and Robyn Wildauer, that God would send 
laborers into His harvest and sustain those He has sent, let us pray to the Lord:                                                                                                  
C.  Lord, have mercy. 

P.  For boldness among God’s children through the resurrection of Christ from the dead; for freedom 
from fear of this world, its temptations, ways and power; and that God would fix our eyes on Jesus 
alone, keeping us faithful to Him even unto death as we anticipate the resurrection, let us pray to the 
Lord:                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
C.  Lord, have mercy. 

P.  In praise of Christ’s resurrection and drawing strength from His ascension before the Father, where 
He ever stands for us as our own High Priest, we pray on behalf of all those whom we have named on 
our prayer list and those we now name in the thoughts of our hearts . . . . . . .let us pray to the Lord:                                                                        
C.  Lord, have mercy. 

P.  For all who receive the precious body and blood of Your dear Son this day, that since Christ has 
ascended on high to fill all things and is seated at the right hand of the Father’s majesty to comfort His 
Church, so we would be assured that in His Supper He is indeed present with us according to His 
promise for the forgiveness of our sins, let us pray to the Lord:                                                                                                                                                                             
C.  Lord, have mercy. 

P.  Lord God, heavenly Father, we give You thanks that through Your Holy Spirit You have appointed 
us to bear witness to Your dear Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. Since the world cannot endure this 
testimony and persecutes us in every way, encourage and comfort us, we implore You, that we would 
not be offended by these crosses, but continue steadfast in Your testimony and be found always among 
those who know You and Your Son until we obtain eternal salvation; through the same Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.                                                                                                                                              
C.  Amen. 

Blessing (Benediction)                                                       LSB 234  

P    The grace of our Lord  Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all.  
C    Amen.  
 

(Internet livestreaming ends here) 



Sit 
 

Offering 

Service of the Sacrament 

Stand 
 

Preface                                                  LSB 208  
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, O 

Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow on 
us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent 
Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death 
that we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all 
eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life. 
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify 
Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
Holy, Holy, Holy (Sanctus)         LSB 208 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored; 
Heav’n and earth with full acclaim shout the glory of Your name. 
Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to the Lord;  
Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!  

 
Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given 

thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My  body, which is 
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
 
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to 

them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My  blood, which is shed for 
you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 



Peace of the Lord (Pax Domini) 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 

 
Lamb of God (Agnus Dei)        LSB 210 

C 1  O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 
    You take the sin of the world away; 
    O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 
    Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray. 
 
2  O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 
    You take the sin of the world away; 
    Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ, 
    And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray. 

Sit 
 
Receiving the Lord’s Supper 
The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and blood of Christ first and then distribute them to 
those who come to receive, saying: 

 
Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, given into death for your sins. 
Amen. 
Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, shed for the forgiveness of your 
sins. 
Amen. 

 
In dismissing the communicants, the following is said: 

 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life 

everlasting. Depart  in peace. 
C Amen. 

Stand 
 

Song of Simeon (Nunc Dimittis)                               LSB 211 
C 1  O Lord, now let Your servant 

    Depart in heav’nly peace, 
    For I have seen the glory 
    Of Your redeeming grace: 
    A light to lead the Gentiles 
    Unto Your holy hill, 
    The glory of Your people, 
    Your chosen Israel. 
 
2  All glory to the Father, 
    All glory to the Son, 
    All glory to the Spirit, 
    Forever Three in One; 
    For as in the beginning, 
    Is now, shall ever be, 
    God’s triune name resounding 
    Through all eternity. 

 
Post-Communion Prayer 

P Let us pray. 
O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your only-
begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon and peace in 
this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and 



minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
Blessing (Benedicamus)                                        LSB 212 

P Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Blessing (Benediction) 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 
Closing Hymn     
789 Praise and Thanksgiving 

1 Praise and thanksgiving, 
    Father, we offer 
For all things living, 
    Created good: 
Harvest of sown fields, 
    Fruits of the orchard, 
Hay from the mown fields, 
    Blossom and wood. 

 
2 Bless, Lord, the labor 

    We bring to serve You 
That with our neighbor 
    We may be fed. 
Sowing or tilling, 
    We would work with You, 
Harvesting, milling 
    For daily bread. 

 
3 Father, providing 

    Food for Your children, 
By Your wise guiding 
    Teach us to share 
One with another, 
    So that, rejoicing 
With us, all others 
    May know Your care. 

Text: © 1987 Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005510 
 
Music for Reflection 
 
Acknowledgments 
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For announcements, please see this week’s Communicator 
 
 



 
 

 

 



 


