We are seven weeks into the series on Revelation 


and we are getting to the realities that we don't necessarily like.  

We are given a hint that even John had trouble 


stomaching the realities of what Jesus was telling him 



as in chapter 10, verses 9-10 SLIDE

we hear that John takes a scroll and eats it, 



just as the prophet Ezekiel did.  

It tastes sweet as honey at first, 


but as it is processed internally, 



it turns sour.  

So much of this tastes sweet at first, 


but as we process it more, 


it becomes sour in our stomach.  

Partly because it is sweet to see our enemies being called to justice,


the bitterness comes when we realize we and our friends are still off as well.

Are there lines that are creating some sourness in our stomachs.  


If they are not, 



then we most likely are not hearing the gospel.  

Jesus is 


and will always be revolutionary. 

The Sermon on the Mount is 


and always will be revolutionary.  

The New Testament is 


and always be revolutionary.  

John received this vision SLIDE

as he sat as a political prisoner on the island of Patmos.  

Hear that again, 


John was a political prisoner, 



his belief about how we should interact with each other as human beings, 



landed him in jail.  

What in your life 


is considered revolutionary?  

Are you a follower of Jesus?  


Are we loving our neighbors, 



like we love ourself?  




This is revolutionary.  


Are we not casting the first stone 



unless we are without fault.  


Are we being peacemakers 



instead of peacekeepers.  

All of these things and more SLIDE

challenge our understanding of how the world works 



and are revolutionary.  

As we understand what Jesus is asking, 


it often leaves what was once a sweet concept 



being quite bitter in the end, 


if we don't want to join the revolution.

In chapter 5, 


there is a revolutionary experience.  SLIDE
We heard the Lion of Judah was on the march, 


with his fearsome claws, 

he and he alone would be able to open the seals 


that no one else in all of history had been able to open.  

How sweet that moment would have been for the world to see.  


Mainly because it would have shown 



that our whole way of operating since the garden was valid.  


The one with the most power wins. 



 That is what Adam and Eve were led to believe by the serpent.  SLIDE

If they just had more knowledge about good and evil, 



they would be able to take care of things themselves.  

The might makes right mindset 


followed them out of the garden.  


It was not allowed to stay there, 



because that is not the way that the Kingdom of God operates.

Can you imagine for a minute 


how bitter that moment must have been for John, SLIDE


to see instead of a mighty lion, 



there was a lamb who was slain?  

Now John should have suspected such an image, 


of a lamb instead of a lion.  



He was there for those death and resurrection moments in Jerusalem.  


But to hear that was not a one time instance.  



That is actually what is going to carry the day in the end, 




still most likely shook John.

Now as we traveled through the trumpets last week, SLIDE

we jumped from chapter 9 to chapter 11:15.  



We skipped the interlude.  

This interlude is parallel to the one we heard in the seals, 


with the 144,000 being sealed.  



This is what Jesus is reminding the church of before the end.  

We are in the midst of seals 1-6 right now 


and trumpets 1-6 as well.  

We have been in their midst since Jesus' resurrection.  


So it is not because of anything we are doing extra good 


or bad politically or spiritually right now.

So what are we told? SLIDE 


We are told we “must prophesy again about many peoples, nations, 



languages and kings.”   

Chapter 11 tells us how that is going to go. SLIDE
What John measures is the part of the temple 


that only the people of God could go.  

Before you think Jew could go.  


Notice I 


nor Jesus 



said, “Jew.”  

The Worshipers,


the people of God 


are those who trust Jesus and his Father.  

John does not measure the outer court, 


because it has been given to the Gentiles.  

Before we rush into our Jew and Gentile OT mindset, SLIDE

remember Gentile is Ethnos 



“nation or people.”  
In scripture, 


it distinguished between those who were with God 


and those who weren't.  



Hence why we hear of God-fearing people in the bible.  


They are technically a different nation or ethnicity, 



but fear God.  

If Jesus is our Lord 

and we are following our Lord, 


we are in the inner court, 


not the outer court of the temple.  

We are part of the church.

The reason the outer court is not measured, 


is because those who do not know God SLIDE


are trampling on the holy city for 42 months, 



or 1260 days, 



3.5 years, 

or as the prophet Daniel said, 


“time, times and half a time.”  

Remember, 


we are operating with all numbers being symbolic 



and the symbolism of this number is extensive.  SLIDE
42 months is the time of wandering the desert, 

42 is the generations from Adam to Jesus, 

Elijah held back rain for 42 months.  

Daniel uses 3.5 years twice, 


the last time reading,  SLIDE


“It will be for a time, times and half a time. 




When the power of the holy people has been finally broken, 





all these things will be completed.” SLIDE
This number functions as a complete set of time, 


but not the whole time.  

Like the time I went to school, 


but not the whole time I have been alive.  

During this set duration of time, 


the Gentiles will trample on the holy city 


and the two witnesses will have power for the same time. SLIDE
Where is this Holy City that John measures?  


To start with, 



it is not Jerusalem.  


In 90 AD, Jerusalem did not exist anymore.  

It had been torn down by the Romans in 70 AD.  


So where is  Jesus' holy city that is being trampled?  

It is the place where the Holy Spirit resided in the temple.  


Not where the temple will be built.  SLIDE
The New Testament is clear 


that we are the temple, 


the place where the Holy Spirit resides.  

Also, what is clear, SLIDE

is that even in the new heaven and new earth, 



we are told that there is no temple, 



because Jesus and the Father are present there.  


There is no need to build a temple.  SLIDE


That is like creating a wax museum 



when you have the actual people available.  




It would be just silly.  


So no brick or mortar temple ever needs to be rebuilt.  



Perhaps a place where God's word tastes sweet 




and becomes bitter in our stomachs.  SLIDE

The Holy City is where ever two or three are gathered in Jesus' name.
In those cities, 


even Skagway, 



we become the two witnesses.  

Witnesses are not on trial, 


Jesus is the one on trial.  

We are to testify who Jesus is 


until the beast attacks and kills us.  

Yet we have the power to have fire come from our mouths, 


shut up the sky, 


and turn waters into blood, 


and bring plagues as often as they want.  

We the church 


are the two olive trees 


and two lamp stands.  SLIDE
From Revelation 2 and 3, 


we know that the churches were represented by two lamp stands.  

In Zechariah 4, 


we again have a lampstand with two olive trees on either side.  

The Olive trees turn out to be King Zerubbabel 


and the high Priest Joshua.  

When Zechariah is asked what this all means, 


the Lord answers, SLIDE


“‘Not by might 



nor by power, 




but by my Spirit,’ 





says the Lord Almighty.”  

Zechariah is given the way in which God's Kingdom is going to be restored.  


Not by might, 


nor by power, 



but by my Spirit.  


Not by lions, 



but by lambs depending on me.  

Joshua and Zerubbabel led the people of God in this manner.  


This is how they testified who God was.  

We are to testify, 


to witness to Jesus in a similar way.

It is a hard way, 


if we look back at the seven churches of chapters 2 and 3.  SLIDE
Only two churches of 7 Jesus held nothing against.  

Only 2 of the 7 lampstands were fully following Jesus.  


All others were trying to do things by might or power, 



instead of by Jesus' Spirit.  

Smyrna and Philadelphia were being led correctly 


and were taking the posture of a lamb.  

Go back knowing what a lamb would do 


and see how Jesus critiques the five churches for their lion like attitude.  SLIDE


First love lost, 



spirit of compromise twice over, 



self-absorbed, 



and lukewarm.  

From the larger context of scripture, SLIDE

we know that a witness needs a second to be listened to. 



That is what we the two lamp stands are to do.  

But witness to what?  


Smyrna and Philadelphia both feel weak and small, 


both are being persecuted, 



but continue to stay faithful to Jesus.  

That is what we can expect as followers of Jesus.  


Why?  



Because Jesus' words are revolutionary words.  

They cause us to question the way we are living our life.  SLIDE

Verse 10 tells us that the people gave each other gifts 



to celebrate the witnesses death 


because they had tormented their lives.

The only way we should torment anyone's life as the church, 


is if we are actually proclaiming what Jesus said.  

Even more, 


all of this has been pointing to the world to repent of its ways.  

But if we are a witness, 


that means we also need to be repenting, 

not just having the right words, 


but showing the world what it looks like to repent.  

To have the courage to stand up and say, 


“This is not the way of the Lord.”  

Then to have the courage 


to live differently ourselves.  

The church has been good about the first half of this process, 


but not the second.  SLIDE
We can point out what others do wrong, 


but are slow to make the changes within our body.  

That is part of the reason that there are only two 


instead of seven lampstands that John saw.

For Centuries, 


Jesus' church at times looks defeated, 



but then comes back to life.  

John's time had people of the church being slayed in the Colosseum 


by actual beasts for their faith.  

Yet here we are 2000 years later, 


experiencing the same death and resurrection cycles. 



Churches die, 



the Church will always continue to exist.  

As the church proclaims who Jesus is, 

makes the call to repentance faithfully 


and demonstrates that call.  

Just as God called the people of God to repentance 


during the 42 stages in the wilderness, 


the 42 generations from Adam to Jesus, 


as Elijah called for repentance for 3.5 years 



as he held back the rain, 


as Zechariah showed that the King and Priest were not to rule by might or power, 



but through the Spirit.  

So are we to do so here 


until the Lord calls us to be with him.

We have good news to tell the world.  


For instance, 



the news of this final earthquake in verse 13, SLIDE



with a tenth of the city collapsing. 




7000 people died.  

This good news leaves a bitter taste in my mouth.  


But we need to realize how sweet it really is.  SLIDE
Isaiah, Amos, and 1 Kings 


all have incidents where one tenth of the people survive, 


9/10 die.  

Do you see the reversal here.  


7000 die, 


that means 63,000 live.  

Without the witness of the church, 


showing how to repent, 

we go back to old math.  SLIDE

1/10th live, 


9/10th, 



63,000 die.  

If we can be faithful to the ways of the lamb, 


9/10th of the world will respond.  

If we try and live correctly on our own might and power, 


1/10th of the people will respond.  

Will you take a close enough look at your own life 


to see what is tasting so sweet when you bite it off, 


but turns sour in your stomach when you live it out.  

Will you make the change?  

Will we as the church make the change?  


Will we testify to Jesus as a lamb, instead of a lion?
