Calendar At A Glance
Worship Services
Sundays, Nov. 5, 12, 19, 26
8:30 & 11:00 am
Live with Jesus, 9:45 am
Nov. 12: Celebrate Preschool
Prayer Group - 6:15 pm
Wednesday, Nov. 1, 8, 15, 22, 29
Faith Builders Class - 7:00 pm
Tuesday, Nov. 7, 14, 21, 28
Men’s Open Bible Study - 6 :00 am
Wednesday, Nov. 1, 8, 15, 22,
Chancel Choir & Bell Choir Practice
Thursday, Nov. 2, 9,16, 30
6:00 pm & 7:00 pm
Exercise Class - 1:00 pm
Tuesday, Nov. 7, 14, 21, 28
Thursdays, Nov. 2, 9,16, 30
5:00 pm
Sonlight Puppets - 6:00 pm
Thursday, Nov. 2, 9,16, 30
Meetings
Church Council - Wednesday
Nov. 15, 7:00 pm
Clergy Support Group - Thursday
Nov. 9 , 9:00 am
Evangelism - Tuesday
Nov. 14 1:00 pm
Health Ministry - Wednesday
Nov 1, 6:30 pm
Missions - Tuesday
Nov. 7, 7:00 pm
SPRC - Thursday,
Nov. 16, 6:30pm
Trustees - Thursday
Nov. 9, 6:30 pm
Preschool Board Meeting Tuesday ,Nov. 14, 7pm
Studies
Pastor’s Study - Thursday, 7pm
Nov. 2, 9,16, 30
Confirmation -Monday, 6:30 pm
Nov. 6,13,20, 27
Movie Night : Saturday, Nov. 4th - 7 pm
The Shack
Red Bird Mission Meeting: SundayNov. 5th - 9:45 am
Church Charge Conference: Sunday,
Nov 5th - 7:00 pm in
Fellowship Hall
Election Day Bake Sale: Tuesday Nov. 7th - All Day
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Me Too
It used to be that the phrase ’Me Too’ was what you said when
you wanted to join in on an activity, like having a snack, playing
a game, or going somewhere. Unfortunately, its meaning has
changed, at least for now, to something very different.
‘Me
Too’ or ‘#MeToo’ (on social media) is now used to acknowledge
that the person has been a victim of physical or sexual abuse.
‘Me Too’ as a social media movement or campaign isn’t new. It
was started more than 10 years ago by a woman named Tarana Burke who was trying to help young African American women who had survived sexual abuse or assault. It provides for
women (or men) who have endured these crimes, an opportunity to say they are not alone or ashamed to admit it happened to
them. It can also provide a bond between people who have experienced this form of trauma.
Of course, now it is in the news, because several famous men
have been accused of sexual crimes. Famous and some notso-famous women claim to be their victims. The news about
one abuser lasts a few days, or longer, as more victims make
their histories public. Lately, each week has brought accusations against new abusers. For some people, announcing “Me
Too’ or posting ‘#Me Too’ can lead to healing. For others, it
just brings back their pain. For some, it can lead to PTSD (Post
-Traumatic Stress Disorder) as we now know that any severe
trauma can result in this, not just the trauma of combat. Victims
may need professional help dealing with their memories, even
years after an event occurred.
The United Methodist Church passed a resolution at the 2016
General Conference titled “Eradicating Sexual and Genderbased Violence”. It states that we have 3 responsibilities, as
individuals and as a Church. They are to address the root
causes of violence, work to eradicate it, and be God’s instruments for the wholeness of its victims.
Whether you were abused at home, in the workplace or somewhere else, remember this: “You didn’t want it, you didn’t ask
for it, and it’s not your fault. Don’t be afraid to admit ‘Me Too’ to
your family, friends or a professional.
If you are experiencing domestic violence now, contact the National Domestic Violence Hotline at 800-799-SAFE (7233).
Suzie Rosendahl
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PASTOR’S PAGE
Pastor’s Report 2017
Lakewood UMC continues to be a vital congregation. Since the
last Church Conference we have had 9 baptisms and we have received
21 new members. Lakewoodians continue to be very generous, supporting a budget of over $250,000, meeting our mission share asking at
the 100% level and supporting a capital campaign. Our average worship
attendance remains steady at 162 people per Sunday. We have several
Bible studies going on, a prayer group and a Sunday morning education
program. Lakewood is quite active in multiple mission projects. We have
a full slate of officers and servants to fill all of the various committees
and ministry teams.
And yet there are warning signs. Our Sunday Morning Live with Jesus (Sunday School)
numbers are down, especially among our middle school and high schoolers. While we have a very
dedicated and faithful core of volunteers and servants who help with the many projects we have
going on, many of those persons are getting older, getting weary and wanting to step down. When
the Lay Leadership Committee met this year, there were several positions that were difficult to fill
as many people turned down our requests to serve.
When we look around our congregation on Sunday morning, we do see a couple of young
families, but the majority of our worshiping congregation is “older.” We fit the demographics of
many (most) United Methodist Churches – we are aging. There were a number of deaths since
last Church Conference (13). We have a high number of inactive members who have not participated in the life of the church, nor contributed to the ministry of the church in a long time. Several
persons transferred their membership to other churches for various reasons (5) and five persons
withdrew their membership.
While I remain hopeful and encouraged in the short term, I am concerned for the long-term
vitality and viability of our congregation.
Last year we set several goals for ourselves, and met many of them, praise be to God. We
have an ambitious set of goals for 2018 in response to the bishop’s request to focus on the 5 Areas of Focus. We also have our own traditions and programs that we wish to continue. Quite simply
put – we need for more people to involve themselves in the ministries of Lakewood. It is not
enough to “feel good” about belonging to an active church; we need more of our members to pitch
in and help.
I recently described a plan for making disciples which calls upon all of us to take seriously
our membership vows to follow Jesus as his disciples. I am hopeful that Church Council and others will assist us in developing programs, classes and opportunities to strengthen our discipleship
practices.
Again, I am hopeful for Lakewood’s short-term outlook. I am concerned for our long-term
health and vitality. I ask each of us to pray and ask God where we can step up to make a difference for the cause of Jesus Christ. I am delighted to serve as the pastor of Lakewood UMC and
hope to be your pastor for years to come, as together we strive to make disciples of Jesus Christ
for the transformation of the world. I hope to see you in church on Sunday.
~ Yours in Christ, Pastor Bob
Holy Communion: Holy Communion will be celebrated on November 5th. We will receive the sacrament kneeling at the Altar. Prayer and Anointing: will be offered November 5th. After both services, we will have a brief prayer and healing service for anyone desiring prayers and anointing for
themselves or for others.
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GASTROESOPHAGEAL REFLUX
Gastroesophageal reflux, also known as acid reflux, occurs when the stomach contents
reflux or back up into the esophagus and/or mouth. Reflux is a normal process that occurs in healthy infants, children, and adults. Most episodes are brief and do not cause
bothersome symptoms or complications.
In contrast, people with gastroesophageal reflux disease (GERD) experience bothersome symptoms because of the
reflux. People who experience heartburn at least two to three times a week may have gastroesophageal reflux disease,
or GERD. The most common symptom of GERD, heartburn, is estimated to affect 10 million adults in the United States
on a daily basis. Symptoms can include…
●Stomach pain (pain in the upper abdomen)
●Non-burning chest pain
●Difficulty swallowing ( dysphagia), or food getting stuck
stuck
●Painful swallowing (called odynophagia)

●Taste of acid in the throat after eats/drink
●Sense of a lump in the throat

●Persistent laryngitis/hoarseness

●Chronic sinusitis

●Persistent sore throat

●Waking up with a choking sensation

●Worsening dental disease
●Recurrent lung infections (called pneumonia)

●Chronic cough, new onset asthma, or asthma only at night
When to seek help — The following signs and symptoms may indicate a more serious problem, and should be reported to a healthcare provider immediately:
●Difficulty or pain with swallowing (feeling that food gets "stuck")
●Unexplained weight loss
●Chest pain, Choking, Bleeding (vomiting blood or dark-colored stools)
ACID REFLUX DIAGNOSIS
Acid reflux is usually diagnosed based upon symptoms and the response to treatment but other studies can also be
done if symptoms are severe or may indicate a more serious problem
Endoscopy — An upper endoscopy is commonly used to evaluate the esophagus. A small, flexible tube is passed into
the esophagus, stomach, and small intestine. The tube has a light source and a camera that displays magnified images.
Damage to the lining of these structures can be evaluated and a small sample of tissue (biopsy) can be taken to determine the extent of tissue damage
ACID REFLUX COMPLICATIONS
Most patients with gastroesophageal reflux disease will not develop serious complications, particularly when reflux is
adequately treated. But, a number of serious complications can arise in patients with severe gastroesophageal reflux
disease: Ulcers, Stricture ,Throat Problems, Barrett's esophagus (Barrett's esophagus occurs when the normal cells
that line the lower esophagus are replaced by a different cell type which have a small risk of transforming into cancer
cells) and Esophageal cancer
REFLUX TREATMENT
Lifestyle changes —
Weight loss, Raise the head of the bed six to eight inches , Avoid acid reflux-inducing foods, Quit Smoking,
Avoid late meals, Avoid tight fitting clothing, Chew gum or use oral lozenges – Chewing gum or using lozenges
can increase saliva production, which may help to clear stomach acid that has entered the esophagus.
Antacids — Antacids are commonly used for short-term relief of acid reflux. Examples of antacids include Tums, Maalox, and Mylanta.
Histamine antagonists — reduce production of acid in the stomach. Examples of histamine antagonists include
ranitidine (Zantac), famotidine (Pepcid), cimetidine (Tagamet), and nizatidine (Axid).
Proton pump inhibitors block acid production – omeprazole (Prilosec), pantoprazole (Protonix), esomeprazole
(Nexium), rabeprazole (Aciphex), lansoprazole (Prevacid).
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RADA CUTLERY orders are due Sunday Nov. 19. Sample
products and order forms are in the Narthex each Sunday morning. All
quality products are "Made in the USA" and are very reasonably
priced. Available are various paring knives, potato peelers, tomato and
cheese slicers, spatulas, serving spoons, steak knives and several hunting and fishing knives. Also available are yummy soup and dip mixes,
a flexible cutting board, unique cookbooks and even a candle. Contact
Anne Flickinger or Jackie Garnon with questions or to order. Whether you find something for yourself or for a gift, you'll also be supporting the Redbird Mission Trip in Aug 2018. Thank you!
Welcome to the following persons who have become
professing members of the United Methodist Church.
Christine Marn, transferring from Westminster Presbyterian Church
Eric Marn, profession of faith
Charles and Cynthia Minnick, transferring from Wayside Presbyterian Church
Beatrice Parker, transferring from Jefferson Hills UMC
Terry and Melody Boyd, transferring from Summit UMC
Please, warmly welcome them into the
Lakewood fellowship of believers.

October was a busy month for us at preschool! We were working on Halloween, cooking, crafts
and activities. Our Mommy and Me Classes began on Tuesdays and will run until December. Enrichment class on Wednesday afternoons is in full swing with lots of fun and interesting learning.
We will wrap up our month with the annual Halloween parade and party. During November as we
prepare for our Thanksgiving Feast, the focus will be on sharing and being grateful for all we have.
It will be a terrific month!

Epilogue Luncheon

On Wednesday, November 15, 2017 the Epilogue Group
for widows and widowers, will meet for lunch at Ricardo's,
2112 East Lake Road. We will leave the church at 11:30
a.m. If you need a ride, be there by 11:15. All who have
lost a spouse are invited to join us for fellowship, sharing,
laughter and good food. See Karen Mencer or call her at
864-1683 or 1-573-356-8627 before Friday, November 10,
2017 as reservations are called in that day.
Daylight Savings Time ends on Saturday night November 4th. Before going to bed, be sure to turn
your clocks back one hour.
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Sleeping Bags Needed

T

As cold weather approaches, the Erie UM Alliance is seeking sleeping
bags (adult-size, cold-weather rated) to distribute to those in need who either can’t find shelter or opt not to seek shelter. Most bags will be given
out through EUMA’s medical outreach program, Healthcare for the Homeless Partnerships (Label donations with “HC4HP”). If you can help, drop
off sleeping bags at the EUMA administrative office (1033 East 26th
Street) during business hours or at The Refuge (1027 East 26th Street)
during evening/weekend hours.
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To All Veterans
Preschool Recognition
and Celebration:
We will recognize and celebrate our preschool ministry on Sunday, November
12th. We are inviting teachers, students
and families to attend so that we might
recognize them and thank them for
choosing Lakewood. We invite you to attend and meet some of the people who
use our building, share our space and
are a vital part of extended ministry into
the community.

Veterans Day annually falls on November 11. This day
is the anniversary of the signing of the armistice, which
ended the World War I hostilities between the Allied nations and Germany in 1918. Veterans are thanked for
their services to the United States on Veterans Day.
We salute and thank all of the men and women who
have served our country, both past and present.
“All gave some and some gave
all”
We thank all of our veterans for
their service to our country.

Second Harvest Food Drive
Faith Circle is supporting the efforts of the 2 nd Harvest Food Bank by staffing one of the sites for the
Erie News Now TV “Feed the Hungry” food drive on November 15 th. We will be staffing the site at
the Harley Davidson Store on West 12th Street on Wednesday, 11/15 from 6 am to 6:30 pm. If you
would like to help, please contact Suzie Rosendahl at 881-7783 or rosendahlsuzie44@yahoo.com
with your preferred time. Bins will be available in the narthex if you would like to donate food by
Tuesday, November 14th. Non-perishables, frozen turkeys and money are accepted. Remember
$1 buys $ 17 worth of food through the food bank. Be generous with your time and donations.
Clear Your Calendars! Movie night is coming on Saturday, Nov. 4th!
Doors open at 6:30 and movie starts at 7:00 pm. This month’s movie is
The Shack. You don’t want to miss it! Invite all to join us and share this
powerful movie. Snacks provided - feel free to bring snacks to share.
The movie tells the story of Mack Phillips, who has managed to overcome a rough childhood marked by the cruelties of a drunken and abusive
father. He now has a happy life with wife Nan and three kids, teenagers
Kate and Josh and adorable moppet Missy. That all comes crashing
down when Mack takes the three kids on a camping trip—Nan stays behind to do work stuff—and tragedy occurs.
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“The LORD bless you and keep you; 25 the LORD
make his face shine on you and be gracious to
you; 26 the LORD turn his face toward you and give
you peace.”

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS

Jessie Vogt

2-Nov

Autumn Ferrante

4-Nov

Jennifer Thomas

4-Nov

Collin Olson

5-Nov

Sharon Swanson

5-Nov

Mark Kennedy

6-Nov

Curt Spicher

6-Nov

Jeremy Gontz

7-Nov

James Baker

9-Nov

Jennifer (Gwitt) DiMarco

9-Nov

Robert Helsley Jr

9-Nov

Timothy Reinke

9-Nov

Beverly Shrum

9-Nov

Emily Smith

10-Nov

James Pace

11-Nov

Christine McClelland

Numbers 6:24-26

SERMONS ON LINE
If you missed a Sunday Worship Service, Pastor Bob’s sermons are posted on our web site (www.lakewooderie.org). Go
to the home page and click on the “About” button and a menu
will drop down. Locate the link “Sermons” and click on it and a
list of sermons will show up. Find the Sunday date or the sermon title you are interested in, click on it and the sermon will
appear. You can read it on line or print it out if you still enjoy
holding paper in your hand when you read, or if you’d like to
share it with someone else.
Oct. 1 -

“God Said it, I Believe It, That Settles It: Half Truths”

12-Nov

Oct. 8 -

“Therefore, Go! with HOPE Through Hospitality”

Greg Lindner

13-Nov

Oct. 15 -

“Love the Sinner, Hate the Sin: Half Truths ”

Isabelle Giannamore

14-Nov

Susan Kardos

14-Nov

Oct. 22 -

“A Plan for Discipleship“

James Kell

15-Nov

Oct. 29 -

“Reformation at 500”

Annastassia Pons

15-Nov

William Beveridge IV

16-Nov

Lawrence Thompson

16-Nov

Darby Lawton

17-Nov

Donna Moren

17-Nov

Tara Pace

17-Nov

Jeffrey Conway

18-Nov

Ann Dill

18-Nov

Sam Hasley

18-Nov

Julie Kostek

18-Nov

Jean Himes

19-Nov

Rachel Marsden

19-Nov

Carol Overbeck

19-Nov

Debbie Bisbee

20-Nov

Tracy Deeb

20-Nov

Jeffrey Vogt Jr.

22-Nov

Judy Lipsitz

23-Nov

Betty Baron

27-Nov

Jessica Mathis

27-Nov

Year-to-Date

Helen Camp

28-Nov

Rachel Dunmire

29-Nov

Attendance - 162

Norma Buerk

30-Nov

Jeanie Elwell

30-Nov

Prayer Group
Lisa Medina is offering leadership for a group of people dedicated to prayer. They meet on Wednesday evenings at 6:15 in
the Prayer Chapel, accessed from the front of the Sanctuary
through the double doors on the right. Those who have attended report it has been a true blessing. All are welcome, even if
you haven’t been there before. It’s a great opportunity to
learn to pray, either by listening to others or by praying out
loud yourself, though no one is required to do so.

Joys and Concerns – If you would like a follow-up call from
the pastor or lay visitor after sharing a joy or concern during
worship, please fill out the contact card found in the pew and
place it in the offering plate.

October Average 166

Prayer Chain: If you wish to have the
prayer chain pray for someone, contact
Patty Lasher at
833-0946 or sproutness@yahoo.com
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Sunday School

Corner

Join us Sunday Mornings at 9:45 am
Sunday Morning “Live” with Jesus
An Hour * To Know Christ * To Become like Christ * To Share Christ *
Pre School through Adult Classes
9:45 am - Classes begin
Pre School through Adult Classes

Christmas Mission Project for Sunday Morning "Live" with Jesus
Campaign begins November 1st through December 25th
We will be collecting monetary donations in our class rooms for the people of
San Juan United Methodist Church in Puerto Rico
to help as they recover from the category 4 hurricane that left Puerto Rico without power and with major building and infrastructure damage and a staggering amount of rain.
(30 inches).
Please remember how fortunate and blessed we are and bring a donation every
Sunday to class over the Christmas Season! (boxes will be provided in the class rooms
for donations)

"Bear one another's burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ." Galatians 6:2

As we enter the final two
months of the year, please remember your commitment to
the myLakewood Capital Campaign. Each dollar that you’ve
committed to this important campaign
has been allocated to necessary projects and updates throughout the
church. Phase 1 of this campaign is
complete. Discussions for Phase 2 projects have begun and will be revealed in
the coming months. Thank you for your
continued support of Our Lakewood.

As of the writing of this newsletter, the Lakewood budget is even; our contributions are nearly
equal with our expenses. Thank you for your continued giving to the church budget as well as the myLakewood campaign. Your giving allows Lakewood to do
great things inside our church and our community. As
we enter the season of Thanksgiving, please think of
Lakewood and the many opportunities it affords you
and the blessings it gives to others. God loves a
cheerful giver.

If you have any questions about
your commitment or anything pertaining
to The Campaign, please send an email to Bob Kostek at
bkostek623@aol.com
(subject: myLakewood).

Please consider giving to your church if you have any
tax strategies that need to be met by year's end. In
addition to normal weekly and designated giving, Lakewood has set up a brokerage account to accept gifts of
stock.

Faith & Finances
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Lakewood Women Make a Difference!
Don’t forget the U.M.W. Fall Bake Sale on election day, Nov. 7th. Bake a
special treat to donate or work the day of the sale. There will be containers
and bags in the kitchen for your convenience. All donations need labeled
and please note any possible allergens. The sign up sheet for workers is on
the table in the narthex. Please help to make this sale a success!
The next U.M.W. meeting will be Saturday, Nov. 18th at 9:30 in the library. All women are invited.
We will be discussing last minute details for Advent by Candlelight and if time allows next year’s
budget and/or projects.
Church Women United celebrates World Community Day on Saturday, November 18, 2017 at 9:30
a.m. at Mount Calvary Lutheran Church, 1603 West 32nd St., Erie. The theme is "Kindling New
Fires for Peace". Call Jean Shirley for more information at 833-0545.

You are invited……

Lakewood UMC annual Women Only event:

Advent by Candlelight

“Aglow With JESUS”
Come enjoy a festive and spiritually filled
evening of fellowship to kick off the
Christmas Season!

Tuesday November 28, 2017
6:30 PM Fellowship Hall
Desserts Galore and much, much more!
New! Christmas Boutique
filled with specialty items..
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It’s That Time Again
Fall is here, so it’s time for your annual flu shot. Flu shots are considered
the most effective way to prevent influenza and its complications. The
CDC recommends that everyone age 6 months or older receive an annual
vaccination. There are several different options available this year.
The standard vaccine offers protection against 3 different influenza viruses
including the H1N1 strain. There is also a vaccine available that protects against 4 strains and a
high-dose flu vaccine.
The high-dose vaccine is indicated for people age 65 and older. It is made up of the antigens
against the 3 strains in the standard vaccine but contains 4 times as much flu virus antigen. Studies
have shown that older people produce ½ or fewer antibodies than younger adults in response to receiving the standard vaccine. However, they had more protection when given the higher dose vaccine. Another study found 25% fewer cases of proven influenza in this age group who took the high
-dose vaccine. People age 65 and older are at highest risk of flu complications, so this is an important advance. Patients who received the high-dose vaccine were more likely to develop a fever
and soreness at the injection site within a week after vaccination.
If you have questions, contact your doctor before receiving your vaccination.
The teacher asked little Sammy to tell the class what his father did for a living. “Oh,
he’s a magician. His best trick is sawing people in half.” “Wonderful!” said the
teacher. “Are there any other children in the family?” “Yes, ma’am. I have two half
brothers.”

Lakewood Scouts
The Cub Scouts wish to thank everyone who bought popcorn
from any of the Scouts during our fundraiser. We sold over
$13,000 of popcorn which means the Pack will receive almost $5,000 in
funding. We will certainly need it as the Pack has over 20 new Scouts this
year! Our Halloween Pack Meeting over-flowed Fellowship Hall.
All of the Scouts would like to extend our thanks to the Church Trustees for allowing us to use the
old Youth Room for our meetings and to be able to have the Pack and Troop awards on display. It
now has a fresh coat of paint and we have moved most of our “stuff” into the room. We still need to
get the awards hung on the walls.
Please keep in prayer our Confirmation Class: Kevin Dickinson, Tiffany Dickinson, Logan Dunmire, Emma Hess, Grace Moren and Hilary Sissem.
Pray that they may grow in grace and in the knowledge of God and of our Savior, Jesus
Christ. Pray that they may establish a strong faith foundation to carry them through life. Pray that
they may remain steadfast in following Jesus and not grow weary in doing good. Pray that we may
provide the kind of Christian community where they can see Christian discipleship modeled in a way
that attracts them both to Christ and to the community of faith.
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TRACY BACKPACK SCHEDULE
“I was hungry and you gave me something to eat.” Matthew 25:35
If you would like to become a part of this ministry, please contact Maria
Spicher at mspicher@roadrunner.com or 814-397-8545.
2017-2018
Week

Pickup

TRACY BACKPACK SCHEDULE

Leader

Time

Delivery

Nov. 1/2

Rich Estes

Rich Estes

6:30pm

John Kot

Nov. 8/9

Roger Pike

Sharon Pike

11:30am

Sandy Schulz/SamHasley

Nov. 15/16

John Kot

Kathy Fisher

6:30pm

Nancy Pence

Nov. 29/30

Curt Spicher

Maria Spicher

11:30 am

Jim Kell/Jerry Rhone

Red Bird Mission Team Meeting
Team members, potential team members, and interested persons will meet during
the Live with Jesus hour (9:45am) on Sunday, November 5th. If you are interested
in going to Red Bird in August of 2018, please plan on attending. Find out all about
the mission and what you would be doing if you go to Kentucky with the group. If
would like to know more, please contact Cindy Brown.
Church Conference
November 5th at 7:00pm
at Lakewood UMC
Lakewood UMC is hosting several other United Methodist churches and our district superintendent for this annual business meeting of setting goals, electing
next year’s leaders and servants, and setting salaries for 2018. All are invited.

Use of the Nursery
Do you use the nursery during the week? Perhaps your children are in there when you are involved in an activity upstairs or in the fellowship hall. Or is it being used while the adults are in a
group or committee? Please be considerate and if your children were in the nursery other than
when it is staffed, pick up the toys and put them away. When the preschool comes to use that
room, or when our nursery attendant Jenn Thomas arrives on Sunday morning, the room should be
in presentable shape. By that we simply mean all of the toys have been put back in place. We appreciate everyone's cooperation in helping to keep that room presentable and ready for use by the
next person or group. It is no fun to walk in and have to pick up somebody else's mess. So once
again, thanks for your help.

As of November 1st, there are 54 days until Christmas!
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Thanksgiving
It is easy to develop a list if those things we wish we had. There
are countless new products on the market, and the advertising
agencies list for us all of the things we need to be happy.
When the year is nearly done, right between Halloween and Christmas, we set aside a day
called Thanksgiving. It is a family time to gather and thank God for all of those things that we
have. We gather to count our blessings.
This holiday, institutionalized by an act of our government, is an opportunity to reflect on
what is really important to us. The Pilgrims appreciated the basic things of life. That is what
we need to celebrate, too.
This Thanksgiving let us thank God for life itself, for family and friends, for our church and its
mission, for the people who love us no matter what we do, for the simple joys of the day-today, and the surprises of the Holy Days. Most of all, let us remember that this is a time - not
of gluttony making way for the greed of secular Christmas - but of joy in the basic and wonderful world in which we live.
Tracy, First Presbyterian Church, CA
Lord, be with us as we gather with our families and others to celebrate this Thanksgiving Day. Let us be especially aware of others who have fewer blessings than we do, even lacking basic food and shelter. We are
so grateful for all you do in our lives - help us to share with others our abundance and the wonders of knowing you. Amen

Christian Prayers and Sympathy
for the families of those who have entered the Church Triumphant
The family of Jim Chapin, who passed away Tuesday, October 17, 2017. His Funeral Service
was held at Lakewood UMC on Saturday, October 21, 2017 with Rev. Lewis officiating.
Chuck & Gail Skopow on the passing of Chuck’s brother Walter Skopow, on Sunday,Oct.15th.
Services were held at Faith Lutheran Church on Saturday, October 21 st.
May the peace that comes from the memories of love shared comfort you now and in the days
ahead.

Please Please Please
When you or a family member are admitted to the hospital, please make sure that you specify
Lakewood United Methodist as your church. In addition, also call the church office to let Pastor
Bob know about the admission. We have missed several members’ admissions because the hospitals are not asking specific questions about church affiliation. Remember, only St. Vincent’s and
Hamot keep records of affiliation and are contacted each day by the office.
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From Youth Director

Text him at

Rob Giannamore

skipwiley77@gmail.com

Youth Group's Online Presence - youth program has a presence on Facebook and Twitter:
Facebook- @LakewoodUMCErie, Twitter @Lakewoodian48. Check us out.
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