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a word from PASTOR AMY 

Every time the season of fall comes around I think of 
change.  Maybe a lot of us do.  The leaves turning from 
green, to vibrant autumn colors, to falling off the trees 
remind us that change happens.  That change is necessary 
and unavoidable.  While autumn brings beautiful changes to 
the leaves, in our own lives change often feels much 
messier. 

My oldest daughter and I were having a conversation about 
change recently.  She was reflecting on the changes in some 
of her friendships and she said,  ñChange is weird.  You 
kind of want it and you know things need to change, but you 
also donôt want it.  And it can make you scared and 
worried.ò  I thought that was a pretty accurate description of 
change.  We seldom want it, but we know we need it. 

Our current life has had so many changes, Iôm sure we are 
all tired of talking and thinking about change.  Yet change is 
often how we notice God at work in our world.  How has 
God worked change in your life and your heart during this 
time?  Have you noticed a greater need to take time in 
prayer and read scripture?  Have you delighted in having 
more time with your family?  Have you found creative ways 
to connect with people?   

Fall is a great time to remember that God is always working 
change in our lives.  And while it is hard and scary, it is also 
what strengthens our faith and brings us closer to Christ. 

Know that I hold you in prayer during this 
time of change and chaos. 

In Christ, 
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                                                      at work 

 

At our September council meeting it was decided to return to indoor worship beginning on October 

4th.  We want to do all we can do to keep everyone safe and healthy, so please see the guidelines 

below.  We will continue to offer the worship video every Sunday and have Zoom worship every 

other Sunday.  Please reach out to Pastor Amy if you have any questions, concerns, or 

suggestions.  We are in uncharted waters and would welcome any feedback. 

 

In-person Worship Guidelines: 

Before coming to worship 

¶ If you are at increased risk of severe illness (older adults, persons with medical conditions), stay 

at home and continue participating in distance worship (worship video and zoom worship) 

¶  If you have been exposed to COVID-19 in the last 14 days, are feeling sick or have any 

symptoms please stay home and participate in distance worship.   

While in the church building 

¶ Doors will be propped open before and after service 

¶ Maintain 6 to 10 feet of distance between yourself and others who are not members of your 

household. 

¶ One family group per pew, pews have been blocked off to allow for physical distancing 

¶ There will be no fellowship time 

¶ Handshaking and other forms of personal contact will be discouraged. 

¶ Use a cloth facemask when inside the church unless you are under the age of two, have trouble 

breathing, or are unable to remove the mask without assistance. (CDC guidance).  Facemasks will 

be supplied for those who need them. 

Changes in Worship 

¶ There will be no congregational singing-musicians will provide music 

¶ There will be limited unison speaking 

¶ Hymnals and all other items have been removed from the pews 

¶ To limit contact we will not be passing the offering plate/noisy offering 

¶ Bulletins will not be printed, but the service will be projected 

¶ Children will not come forward for the Childrenôs Sermon 

¶ Busy bags will not be available for children 

¶ Communion will be prepackaged and self-serve 
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CONFIRMATION SUNDAY - On Sunday, September 6th, Cassie Ann Pope affirmed her 

baptism in the confirmation service.  Thank you to all who attended. 
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GODôS WORK, OUR HANDS SUNDAY - On Sunday, September 13th, Augustana 

members distributed signs to members who are staying isolated.  We know that even when we 

are apart, we are connected! 

Community Thanksgiving Dinner-Due to Covid-19, we have made some changes to the 

Community Thanksgiving Dinner.  The meal will be to-go only and will be distributed out of 

Church on the Street's Food Truck.  This will allow our guests to better keep physical distance and 

stay outside.  The meal will be held on Saturday, November 14th from 11:00-2:30.   Watch for 

more information on how to volunteer to help with the meal!  

Prayer Pals-We are entering our third year of our 

prayer pal program.   In this program every youth in our 

congregation (birth-18 years old) with a caring adult 

who will pray for the child daily and remember them 

with a card on their birthday and other special days.  It 

has been especially helpful to have a caring adult in the 

lives of our youth during this stressful pandemic time. If 

youôd be interested in being a prayer pal this year, 

please let Pastor Amy know 

pastor@augustanasiouxfalls.com or call 605-216-6031.  

If you are currently a Prayer pal, Pastor Amy will contact you to see if youôd like to continue.  

On Sunday, October 18, we will have a Blessing of Prayer Pals during worship. 

mailto:pastor@augustanasiouxfalls.com
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All Saints Sunday on November 1st is the day 

each year when we remember our beloved 

friends and family members who have passed 

away. We will lift up a special prayer of 

thanksgiving to God for the lives of those who 

have gone before us in worship (both in-person 

and video worship) on All Saints Sunday. If you have any friends or family who you would like 

included in this prayer ï especially those who have died in the past year ï please write their name 

in the black book that is located on the music stand near the baptismal font or email 

(pastor@augustanasiouxfalls.com) or call/text  (605-216-6031)  Pastor Amy with the names.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Logos - In September we begin meeting for Logos over 
Zoom. We have studied the creation story, Adam and 

Eve, and the story of Noah.  In October we will continue 

to learn about Old Testament stories.  Along with 

reading the Bible stories, we have made crafts, played 

games, and done science experiments.  Even though 

Logos looks very different we are still growing in our 

faith. 

 

 

Youth Ceramics Class-On Sunday October 4th and 11th at 2:00 we 
will be offering a ceramics class for ALC youth.  They will be 
learning about the ceramics process and painting ceramic crosses.  If 
your child(ren) would be interested in attending please let Pastor 
Amy know so there will be enough supplies. 
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YOU CAN HELP YOUR CHURCH BY BUYING AND USING HYVEE 

CARDS to do your HyVee shopping.  Due to COVID-19 and the practice of 

ñsocial distancingò going forward, till we no loner have to social distance, you 

can purchase your HyVee cards by calling Linda Sanden at 413-8984 or email 

her at sanden@sio.midco.net to make arrangements.  You can purchase cards in  $25, $50, $100  

(no more $200 cards available) a full five percent of what you spend comes back to the church.  Since 

the beginning of this program $23,450 has been contributed towards our day-to-day ministry 

expenses.  The cards are very convenient to use.  Thanks to Jim and Linda Sanden for managing the 

HyVee cardôs fund.  

Toilet Paper Drive - during the month of October, we will be collecting 

toilet paper for Necessity for Neighbors.  Necessities for Neighbors is our 

local outreach program to help our neighbors in need.  Each month, they 

distribute  toilet paper, laundry detergent, feminine hygiene products, and 

diapers to over 300 local families.  Necessities for Neighbors is held at Peace 

Lutheran and First Lutheran. 

 

 

NOTE:  There are still packages of frozen lefse leftover from last 

yearôs bazaar.  if you would be interested in purchasing some, please 

let the church office know asap.  338-1682 
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THANK YOU TO. . . 

Cindy Lappegard for organizing the flowers and  cake for the confirmation service. 

Carla Diede, Anna Amundson, and Dave Stellingwerf for distributing signs on Godôs Work, 

Our Handôs Sunday.  It was such a great way to spread Godôs love. 

Anna Amundson for her gift of postage to the church.  It is greatly appreciated!  

8 - Frank Alvine 

16 - Lara Suing 

17 - Bev Christianson 

25 - Linda Sanden 

26 - Kendra Stellingwerf 


