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around you. We've all done those things. Jane does a lot of everything
now that she’s retired, Lesley and her team are working on the Grab and
Go lunches again this year, Keith does absolutely everything to open and
close this church every week and doesn’t get paid for it. We all do
something. | always say this church is full of excellent cooks and excellent
eaters, but | think we are also excellent givers also. We are kind to others.
And the best way to keep that going is to listen to what God tells us do,
and then do it. Goodness and the basic love for one another will.always

overcome evil. Amen.
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Be Kind

In my sermon today, | kind of wanted to pick up where Pastor Steve left
off last Sunday. In his sermon, he stated that “Sometimes people talk
about the will of God in a passive way, or in connection with disasters,
saying that it was God’s will that a hurricane came, or that some other
disaster happened. This is not what Jesus is talking about. He is referring
to God’s will for love and truth and family feeling between people. He is
talking not about what God allows to happen (like hurricanes), but what
he wants to happen {like love and recognition of truth).” I'd like to
expand on that. When we see the devastating results of a hurricane, or
an earthquake happens, or even if a pandemic happens, | think we tend
to want to blame God. Of course, it's God’s fault - human beings can’t
create a hurricane or an earthquake. It seems like he just lets it happen
and we can’t figure out why. Maybe He and Mother Nature had a fight
and she won. Maybe, and more probably, He IS Mother Nature and he
wants to teach us a lesson. The tragedies that unfold when these events
occur are mind-numbing in their destruction. So much loss — property
damage everywhere, and sometimes staggering loss of life. And what
about COVID? Can you even believe that almost 600,000 people have
died in this country alone? | can’t wrap my head around that one. So
many people dead. And for what? Is this pandemic an act of God or an
act of terrorism? Maybe it’s just science — — weather happens and so do

pandemics. Maybe it’s just the circle of life. Maybe God just gets so tired
of trying to get us to follow Him, that he sends these events to get us
thinking. As we know, bad things to happen to good people. Sometimes
we can’t control it, like when a police officer tries to rescue a child from
drowning and they both die. Sometimes though we can control it, like
making a decision to pick up a gun and shoot someone. People can
control their actions but they just have to stop and think first.




image2.jpeg
.

I’'m one of those people who believes that our days are numbered, right\
from the time when we are born. God has already planned us, from when
and how we are born, to the day we die. | believe he has a purpose for
each one of us, and we have to figure that out hopefully before our time
is up. And the best way to do that is to follow God — to do His will and not
our own. God speaks to us all the time. We just have to listen. The reason
| titled my sermon “Be Kind” is again because of what Steve said last
week. He wrote: “there is that evil happens. There are many things that
happen in this world that are not God’s will, such as government violence
against human right advocates or religious groups to panic-driven acts of
public violence. These events happen due to choices that people made.”
People do make bad choices. But if we just started by being kind to each
other so much good could happen. Instead, there is so much evil in this
world. Back when the pandemic started, when people were out of work,
and when they started getting sick from COVID and dying, we were so
kind to one another. We helped out when we could by donating food,
time, and money to the people who really needed it. We always said “be
well, stay safe” We helped out in any way we could. We were kind to one
another.

And we still didn’t learn a darned thing!!

We are right back where we were before the pandemic started. We are
right back to the daily senseless violence that existed before COVID. We
just can’t seem to put a gun down. You all know that this is such a priority
for me, right? | can’t even imagine picking up a gun, never mind shooting
someone with it. Yes, it is our right to have a gun, but there are definitely
some people who shouldn’t have one, but still manage to get one. It
drives me insane that people can purchase a gun (legally or illegally) and
then go shoot people in our streets, our homes, our schools, and our
businesses. What are they thinking? Is something really that important
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/té\t you have to shoot someone over it? If they would only just think!!
You can’t tell me that this is God’s plan or God’s will. How does a person
live with themselves after killing someone? Don’t they know they will
spend the rest of their lives in jail if they survive the shooting? Maybe
getting rid of the anger they feel is the only way for them to feel better.

~ Lesley sent me a quote by Ralph Waldo Emerson which says “For every
minute of anger you lose sixty seconds of happiness.” Even though the
time in that quote is the same — one minute vs. sixty seconds — doesn’t
that seem like a lot more happiness? But someone doing evil doesn’t
think that way. Maybe jail is better for them than the life they are living
now. You have a place to stay, and three meals a day. Sure, they won't
have freedom, but maybe that doesn’t matter to them, because they feel
that they don’t matter. But even though they are doing evil, they do
matter. Even if they don’t feel like they do. Everyone matters. We are all
God'’s children no matter who we are. And isn’t that great? God’s always
tries to give a second chance, or a third, or a fourth. God forgives all.

While sometimes | tend to dwell on the negative things happening in our
community, | need to remind myself of the positive things. Peoplé are still
giving food, time, and money, but maybe not at the same rate. We are
almost at the end of COVID (at least | hope), and we don’t have to wear
masks anymore unless we’re not vaccinated (or like me if you have a
compromised immune system, the vaccine doesn’t work the way it
should). We are starting to get people back to work even though they
make more money on unemployment. We are seeing decreases in the
amount of COVID cases and deaths which | hope will continue even
though we’ve lifted all of the restrictions. We are getting back to normal,
and hopefully getting better.

Just how do we make this world better? We start at square one-with
ourselves. Be kind. Smile, share, volunteer, give. Look at the congregation




