
 1 

Soroptimist International of Grosse Pointe March 2019 
 

The Pointer  

2019 MARCH SIGP AWARDS  
DINNER & CEREMONY 

 
Wednesday, March 13, 2019, 6:30 p.m. 

 
Assumption Cultural Center, 21800 Marter Road, SCS, MI 48080 

(possibly a very brief general meeting) 

 

RSVP before Friday, March 8,  

with $25 cash or check made payable to: SIGP 

 

Check or cash goes to either Roseanne or Ross. 

Questions? E-mail Roseanne: rosewa33@aol.com 

(wine, beer and cocktails will be available for purchase) 
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Second Annual STOP TRAFFIC 5K! 
September may seem like it’s eons away, but it would be great if you could block out the date for our 

next STOP TRAFFIC 5K Walk/Run. 

Mark your calendar for Saturday,  

September 21, 2019 

Welcome New Inductees! 

New members were inducted to SIGP at the Village Grille on Wednesday, February 13, 2019.         

Pictured (l-r): Ross Braun, (Past President), Mary Ellen Brayton, Irem Yoruk, Anne Schwartz, Cara 

Crawford, Robin Crawford, Ernesta Kurrle, Dorothea Williams (Vice President/Membership), and 

Roseanne Horne (Past President).  
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Why You Keep Hearing About Positive Images (P.I.) 
 Positive Images (P.I.) is a therapeutic community for women and families in the process of recovery. It consists of 
three facilities in Detroit: An intake house on East Grand Boulevard, a residential facility on Coplin, and an office building 
a half-block away from Coplin. This building is referred to as East Warren. For more than 20 years, SIGP has supported P.I. 
to further its and our cause to help women. 

 A meeting with Maisha Kenyatta, LMSW, CAADC, Executive Director, along with PI staff and SIGP members Nan-
cy Solak, Jean Kroll, Dorothy Wasinger, Tina Edgar, Kathy Baetz and Diana Langlois was held on February 15. It resulted in 
a good discussion and clarification of ideas. The topics below illustrate the broad range of services SIGP provides.  

 SIGP welcomes club members who would like to get involved! Call Diana Langlois or one of the P.I. volunteers 
mentioned below if you’re interested. You don’t have to commit right away. In fact, one of them will pick you up, bring 
you to the session (where you don’t have to say one peep or lift one finger—only observe), and drive you home again. It’s 
always an uplifting experience to see the clients getting closer to full recovery. Here’s what happened at the meeting: 

Parenting at East Warren 
Intern:  LaShonda Carter, new P.I. staff, assigned to the Parenting Class 
There are fewer clients in Parenting. The reason is that grant money has been drastically reduced; clients can only 

stay a maximum of 29 days. 
This not only has reduced the number of clients taken in, but also has required SIGP’s Parenting volunteers to con-

dense the original 7-8 week program. 
These cuts have also affected Coplin residents; its grant money has also been drastically reduced. Clients can stay 

only 4 months, then must pay rent. 
 

Computer Lab at East Warren  
Computer Lab: Hats off to Mike Lucas who came to troubleshoot the one nonworking computer.  He replaced a $3 

part and the computer was back on!  THANK YOU, MIKE!!! 
 
Thanks to a suggestion made by Susan Amejka, the four computer stations are more spread out. SIGP volunteers 

moved a bookcase out of the Computer Lab and re-purposed another computer desk into the Computer Lab.  
This change gives clients more personal space while using one of the computers.  

Coplin  
The Coplin dining room needs an update. Maisha is requesting that Soroptimist consider redecorating the dining 

room. Anyone who can’t resist designing and painting a room should let Diana know. At least one designer is 
needed along with some worker bees.   

Personal hygiene items:  P.I. is always in need of personal hygiene items such as tampons, pads, shampoos, lotions, 
etc. You can always bring such items to the business meeting and be assured the items will be delivered to P.I.  

 
Clothing Room at East Warren 

Hats off to Jean Kroll, Peggy Hart, Susan Amejka, Dorothy Wasinger, Tina Edgar, and anyone else who has given hours 
to organize this room. It’s an ongoing project and looks great!!! 

Roof and wall repair: What is desperately needed in the second clothing room, is repair of plaster peeling water-
stained walls. Maisha said she would get three bids for repair by the end of March. Soroptimist may look for an 
organization to write a grant for this repair. 

 
Acupuncture 

Kathy Baetz has offered her services as an acupuncture therapist.  Questions about insurance came up so no decision 
was made as to when this may begin. 

 
Continued on next page 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Aleksa Andjelkovic 

President 

 

Carolyn Barth 

Program/Service Chairwoman 

 

Dorothea Williams 

VP / Membership 

 

Roseanne Horne 

Ross Braun 

Past Presidents 

 

Mary Ellen Burke 

Treasurer 

 

Bette Lepouttre 

Assistant Treasurer  

Fundraising 

 

Secretary 

 

Ellen Chapin 

Assistant Secretary 

Public Awareness 

 

Myra Golden 

Director  

 

Marya Malkovich 

Director 

Hospitality Chair 

Journaling 

Since journaling is one of the activities strongly advised for people in     
recovery, Nancy Solak led four weekly writing workshops in February 
with at least six clients participating. With the help of Ms. Nelson, a 
Coplin staffer, she will restart the program in April. 

 

On Tuesday, February 25, Dorothy Wasinger, Diane Kashuba, Bette LePouttre, 
and Nancy Solak met at Diana Langlois’ home to discuss continuing task of 
consolidating the Parenting Program. From 8 chapters down to 4, our volun-
teers are now down to presenting the main ideas into four groups: Infancy 
and Childhood (birth-6 yrs.); Preadolesence (7-11 yrs.); Adolescence (12-17 
yrs.); Parenting and Life Skills (18-adult).   

 

Members who volunteer at P.I. in Parenting are always looking for ways to 
make the sessions meaningful to clients, especially now that they come for 
only 3 or 4 sessions. SIGP welcomes other club members who would like to be 
involved!  

 

Call Diana or one of the P.I. volunteers if you’re interested in Parenting,      
Computers or The Clothing Room. The clients are appreciative of the time and 
energy SIGP volunteers put into the all of the above programs.  

 

 Parenting meets from 1-2:30, give or take, on Tuesday afternoons. 

 Computer Lab is open from 2-4 on Tuesdays and Fridays. 

 Clothing Room volunteers come anywhere from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.    
 on Tuesdays and/or Fridays. 

 

All you have to say is, “I’m interested,” and our Club members will lead the 
way. We’re always hoping to help you find YOUR niche in our Club.  

Positive Images (continued from previous page) 

Pictured here are three of the four computers  

located at PI East Warren facility. 
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SIGP had a lot of representation for the viewing of the documentary, Stuck in Traffic — Modern Day 

Slavery in Michigan, on February 24. The film was produced by the Wayne County Medical Society 

Foundation of Southeast Michigan, and was shown at Grosse Pointe Unitarian Church. 

WANTED: A Springtime Basket 
The Midwest Region Spring Conference will be held April 26-28, 2019, in Columbus, Ohio, at the Mar-

riott. SIGP members are welcome to attend. Whether you are attending or not, you might want to 

give the contingent a hand by putting together a Springtime Basket to raffle at the Conference. If 

you’re interested in attending or creating a basket,  

Photo by Helena Lopes on Unsplash  

Although puppies in a basket would be nice, 

perhaps something less perishable? 

If interested in helping put together the  

springtime basket, contact Roseanne Horne. 

If interested in attending, contact either Mary 

Ellen Burke or Bette Lepouttre. 

https://unsplash.com/photos/Ai_z6NLnopY?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/search/photos/gift-basket?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


 6 

Collecting Mother’s Day items  

for Positive Images Baskets 
At right, Marj Alff, a member of St. John’s Episcopalian Church on Woodward    
Avenue, brought 50 Ziplock™ bags of toiletries for the women at Positive Images! 
Marj is also a member of the American Association of University Women (AAUW) 
in Grosse Pointe.  
 
Speaking of donations for PI, SIGP member Mary Ellen Burke is in the process of 
collecting the following items for Mother’s Day baskets: 

 Baskets 

 Jewelry 

 Mugs (no advertising)  

 Pretty doo-dads 

SI of Greater Detroit fundraiser for Live Your Dream Award. 
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The Who’s Who of  

SIGP’s PUBLIC AWARENESS COMMITTEES 
Submit photos, club information, news, upcoming events and dates to this e-mail so the information  can 

be accessed by all public awareness chairs: socialmediasigp@gmail.com 

WEBSITE: grossepointesoroptimist.net ……………………….…… Carrie Petrocelli 

 or https://www.grossepointsoroptimist.net/calendar of events.html for calendar 

 

E-MAIL: grossepointesoroptimist@gmail.com ……….……… Anne Schwartz 

 

SOCIAL MEDIA ACCOUNTS: 

 FACEBOOK: facebook.com/soroptimistgrossepointe  ………….. Renee Rodriguez 

 INSTAGRAM:  soroptimistgp …………………………………………………... Sarah Shepherd 

 TWITTER: @soroptimistgp………………………………………………….Jean Kroll 

 

NEWSLETTER: THE POINTER is on the website and 

 is emailed to members ………………………..…………... Nancy Solak 

MEDIA: Newspaper articles, radio PSAs, etc.  ………………...Diana Langlois 

 

Remember to use AMAZON SMILE   smile.amazon.com  

(look for Soroptimist International of Grosse Pointe) 

District III Roundtable 

Saturday, March 9, 2019, Trenton, Michigan 

11 a.m.—3 p.m. 

Members attending: Karrie Blankenship, Ross Braun,  

Mary Ellen Brayton, and Roseanne Horne 

HUMAN TRAFFICKING HOTLINE: 1-888-3737 or TEXT BEFREE 

mailto:socialmediasigp@gmail.com
https://www.grossepointsoroptimist.net/calendar%20of%20events.html
mailto:grossepointesoroptimist@gmail.com
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District III Emails   

Governor-Elect Kris Armstrong - (krisquin@msn.com) 

Governor Elect- Darcy Merritt (dmerritt81@hotmail.com) 

Secretary - Missie Austin - (missieaustin@gmail.com) 

Treasurer - Audrey Jarvey - (audreyjarv@charter.net) 

District III Director - Mary Pilon (pilonmary0@gmail.com) 

District III Secretary - Lata Shastri (shastrilata@gmail.com) 

Soroptimist Websites 

Soroptimist International Midwest Region - (simwr.org) 
Soroptimist International of the Americas (soroptimist.org) 

Soroptimist International (soroptimistinternational.org) 

Soroptimist International of the Americas -  

   (soroptimist.org/about-us/contact-us/index.html) 

For upcoming SIGP events and information, click the link  

https://www.grossepointesoroptimist.org/ 

Soroptimist Pledge 

The sincerity of friendship,  

The joy of achievement 

The dignity of service,  

The integrity of profession,  

and the love of country. 

I will put forth my greatest effort to  

promote, uphold and defend these ideals,  

for a larger fellowship in home, in society, in business,  

for country and for God. 

http://www.simwr.org
http://www.soroptimist.org
http://www.soroptimistinternational.org
http://www.soroptimist.org/about-us/contact-us/index.html
https://www.grossepointesoroptimist.org/
http://www.grossepointesoroptimist.org/
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January 2019 

A quick way to get through the newsletter: 

1. Grab your calendar 

2. Go through each page and note what interests you 

3. Peruse articles 

4. Tah-dah! 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

     1 2 

 

3 4 5 6 Board Mtg 

6:30 p.m. 

Mary Ellen’s 

 

7 8 Happy 

Birthday,  

Marya  

Malkovich! 

9 District III 

Round Table 

11-3 at TJ’s 

Trenton 

10 

 

11 12 13Awards 

Dinner,  

6: 30 p.m. 

Assumption 

14Happy 

Birthday, Kathy 
Kraydich! 

15 16 Inaugural 

Live Your 
Dream Brunch 

11-3 See p. 6 

17 18 Happy 

Birthday, Jean 

Kroll! 

19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 Happy 

Birthday, Diane 

Kashuba! 

27 28 29 Happy 

Birthday, Pat 

Casey! 

30 

31       

March 2019 
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SIGP Member Ads 


