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Of Greatest Importance — The Word of God
By Vern Deadmond

Earlier this year, | was reading a book called "The Holiest of A" by Andrew Murray. He was a pastor in South Africa over a
hundred and fifty years ago. He was ordained as a minister at the age of 20 in 1848 and he went on to write over 250
bocks in his life, many of them promioting a deeper spiritual life in the Christian. In his book, *The Holiest of All°, he
mentions Hebrews 2:1, and as | read this verse and the following verses, a fuse was lite inside of me and | began 10
meditate on these verses, | want to share some of the revelation | received as | have meditated on these scriptures for
some time now. | ask you to pause before reading further, and cpen your heart to hear and receive from the Holy Spirit.
You can even say a short prayer and ask the Father to give you revelation as you begin to read what | share.

Let's begin with reading Hebrews 2:7-3; "Therefore, we must give the more earnest heed to the things we have
heard, lest we drift away. For if the word spoken through angels proved steadfast, and every transgression and
disobedience received a just reward, how shall we escape if we neglect so great a salvation, which at the first
baegan to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed to us by those who heard.”

A5 | read these verses, the first thing that stopped me was the phrase, *how shall we escape if we neglect 50 great a
salvation...” Can | ask you a question? Have you ever meditated for yourself what salvation is? Do you only believe sal-
wvation is when you die, you go o heaven? If thal is all you think salvation is, | accuse you of small thinking. The versa
says, "so great a salvation”. | found in the Greek, the phrase ‘so great’ was translated from a single word. In English,
we don't have a single word that can translate the Greek word, 5o it was translated ‘so great’. As | was thinking on this
and trying to imagine in my mind, how big is 'so greal’, the Lord reminded me of a time | was sitting on the patio of a res-
taurant in Santa Barbara, California that sits right on the beach. | was drinking my moming coffee and watching the waves
roll in and break on the sand. The Lord reminded me of my conversation | had with Him at the moment, | was talking with
Him about how vast the ccean was and how much power there is in that water, This salvation Jesus bought for us is so
vast, like the oceans.

He was showing me that our salvation is 50 great, so vast, thare is no end 1o it, Most Christians neglect their salvation by
falling to pursue God beyond the concept of going 1o Heaven when they die. There is 50 much more to sahation than
going to Heaven, sahation is for us today in this life, Jesus says in John 17:3; “imd tie is ciemeel [Tl Ghed pem mmeps
Crhingr @G, Ihe SRy s S6E], oo J2ees Gt ndidm) Sed v S0t “ So, where do you begin? Go back and read
Hebrews verses 1-3 again, and you see that this "so greal a salvation”, is sandwiched betweaen two statements, "we
must give the more earnest heed to the things we have heard, lest we drift away, for if the word spoken through
angels proved steadfast...” and "which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed to us by
those who heard.” What are the things we have heard spoken through angels? This is a reference to what we know as
the Old Testament of the Bible. And the things first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed by those who
heard. This refers to Jesus’ teachings to His disciples and they were confirmed by His disciples, the New Testament. Both
Teslaments we krow as the writlen Word of God, We are 1o “give the more earnest heed (o the things we have
heard.”

The Word of God showld be of more importance to us than anything else we hear or read, for it is the absolule fruth, the
final authority, Nothing else is to have greater importance than the Word of God. In today's world, there is 5o much distor-
tion of the truth being said, we are being assaulted by the disterions constantly. We need to use the Word of God as our
compass o show us what is truth or fiction, If you're confused or not sure what to believe in today's world, with what the
naysayers and doomsayers are saying, look to the truth and authority of the Word of God. Jesus tells us in Matthew
24:35; Tz aod carh ol pess swe o L reartks wldl] Sor 0n MiEENS TRes e~ We see Jesus is the Word
from John 1:14; “And the Word became flesh and dwelt amoaong us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the
only begotien of the Father, full of grace and triurth. ™ S0, establish in your hearts now that Jesus is the final authority,
God's Word is superior 1o anything the world says or tries to conjure.

Hebrews 13:8-8, "Jesus js the same yesterday, today, and forever, Do not be carried about with various and
strange doctrines. For it s a good thing that the heart be established with grace, not with meats which have not
profited those who have been occupied with them." Here is a waming for us net to let deception deceive us, Decep-
tion can be very dangerous if you begin 1o entertain it and believe it is truth. | have a missionary friend whose son bought
into the lie of homosexuality probably when he was in high school, and when he left home to go to college, soon afterward
he came out 10 his parents. He was raised in church and received Jesus into his heart at an early age, and therefore he
should have known differently. Today in this age, we are constanily bombarded that the homosexual lifestyle is OK, and
pecple are born this way. Ask yourself, does this align and agree with the Word of God? My friend still loves his son, and
has mot rejected him, but my friend's wife became so offended with those that teach the uncompromising ruth of the Word
of God that she divorced her husband after 27 vears of marriage. She bought into the world's sayving that this is hate
speech. To hear him tall the story, it is 50 evident how the deception was like a cancer — spreading and slowly killing his
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family.

If you remember, back in Hebrews 2:1; "Therefore, we must give the more earnest heed o the things we have
heard, lest we drift away.” The Greek word translated into the phrase, ‘drift away’, means to let carelessly pass, 1o let
slip. When we starl 10 buy into the lies of deception, the truths we hawve heard are in danger of slipping away from us, and
we allow it to happen too carelessly. If wa begin to give greater priority to anything other than God's Word, His truths, we
enter in a dangerous zonea.

I'm thinking of a church | attended for vears, | made some awesome and great friends at this church who love the Lord.
But every football season, weekly attendance would drop 25% or more from September until February. It saddens my
heart to think people place greater importance on watching football on Sunday's, instead of coming to church to worship
God, to give praise and thanksgiving to the One who gave so much for this o great a salvation. I'm not saying it's wrong
to walch a football game, but when football is a bigger god in your life than the One True God who bought and paid for
you = it's no wonder we have the problems we hawe in this ife. Football may not be your god, but there are many other
things that can become gods 10 us; sports in ganeral, television, movies, career, anything we use for enteftainment that
draws us away from God = anything that we give priority oo over God. Maybe this is not speaking to you, but if it is, you
nead o reprioritize God in your life, make Him and His Word first in your life.

I am not trying to condemn yvou with my words, but to encourage you. We were created for fellowship with God and when
we neglect our fellowship with Him, we are neglecting or ignoring this so greal a salvation, Exodus 34:14 tells us, “for
you shall worship no other god, for the Lord, whose name is jealous, is a fealous God.” If you look at this through
our New Covenant perspeclive, God is saying He will not compete against anything that you give greater pricrity too, He
allows you to make whatever cholce you wani, and He does nol bring the hammer down on yvou for making bad choices.
You bring the hammer down on yourself. The benefits of fellowshipping with God are immense and | want to push you
towards a relaticnship with God. The more you realize the benefits of this relationship; you can't help but become a fanabic
for God. 2 Peter 1:2-4; "Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of Him and Jesus our Lord, as His
divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of Him who
called us by glory and virtue, by which have been given to us exceedingly great and preclous promises, that
through these you may be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world
through fust.”

For me, as | began to really seek o know God, there was something on the inside of me that started to desire mone of
God's presence than anything else (like television). Mow, | get greater enjoymeant from reading God's Word, and meditat-
ing on His Word. | like to 9o for walks praying and talking t© God, and | isten for His response o me. His Word will changa
wour attitude towards life in general, and then you will notice one day how much your life has changed for the best.

For most of us, actually for all of us, we go through life trying to make the changes in ourselves. You might be a chronic
liar, or you might have an addiction to drugs, or an addiction to pomography, an addiction to alcohol, or yvou have used
and abused people in all sors of ways. We all have something aboul us that is not healthy or good for us as Chrislians,
We all have something we want to change about our personalities, and some of us have tried and tried in our own
strangth to make the change — but to no avail. How do we change? | want 1o tell you that knowing God, really knowing
Him through His Word is the answer we all are looking for. How does this change our life without struggling o make it
happen? His Word, when given the oppartunity, will facilitate the change efforiessly. | say effortlessly, bacause the change
does not oocur in your efforts to make it happen. There is a parable in Matthew 13:3-9, itis known as the Parable of the
Sead and the Sower. Jesus tells the parable to the crowd, and then he explains the meaning of the parable to His dis-
ciples.

Matthew 13:3-8, "Ecibady], @ sy wEnd e (D oo Aod o e sevree], seme ses fe By dhe mapeidsy and e
RS (RS S SRR (G, SO MRl o ST EEEs, i Sy G e MEs i SR S dhe e
EfskEly sErEng op Eeeaoss ey Mol o dgrh 6F e S wibEm Mhe Som wes ayF, Gy wErs SeerEbes], amng
e Mhay e 0 FEE0 e oiDeed Semys. Add Seis T8 Sooieg herns, Sod @ Thaitie SErodg o S Sl
WoEmm. S adbers Bl en Heed greomd ans (e £ crafs SEme & bumilFeaHiEE, same Sy, samme Gl K wis
e Sdrs I i, (60 flttn hadrf™

Jesus goes on to explain the parable to His disciples, and what we learn is the seed represents the Word of God, and the
four different types of soils represents vanous conditions of the heart. The first type of soil represents a heart that is
hardened through unbelief, and because this person doeas not belief, he does not understand and the devil immediately
takes the Word of God from that person. It is also for this reason, when you are sharing the Gospel of Jesus with unbeliev-
ers, you should maintain the simplicity of the Gospel, keep it easily understood.

The nexi sail is representad by a stony 50il, where there is a shallow layer of soil and thereforg the soil will nol hald

. : ... continuved on page 8
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THIS IS THE CONFIDENCE WE HAVE IN APPROACHING GOD: THAT IF WE ASK ANYTHING ACCORDING TO HIS
WILL, HE HEARS UsS. AND IF WE KNOW THAT HE HEARS US - WHATEVER WE ASK - WE KNOW THAT WE HAVE
WHAT WE ASKED OF HIM. 1 JOHN 5:14-15 (NIV)

“Prager Iegnests
I'm asking yvou all for prayers in helping me and my family, but
miost of all for Melissa to open her heart to forgiveness ...
.M.

The one prayer nead | have right now is that | would manage
my time better while I'm on this yard, Oh ya, please pray for
my daughters emotional well-being, and for my mom's health
... B.M.

Please keep my wife, | and family in your prayers, Also,
remember my mother Esther, uncle Fernando and family.
Thark wou! Also pray for a brother who was diagnosed with
cancer, John. Thanks ... M.R.

Cash, alley cats go everywhere and they are bold like Chris-
tians should be. In one of your cards you stated that you wers
from Bakersfield, CA, that's where my son and my daughber
live. | haven't heard from them since 2003, Naturally they are
always in my prayers. Perhaps you might have all the brothers
and sisters in the Swromors for (Sivist family pray that they
would contact me. If both of them ard my best friend,
Angelo, got together in collaboration, I'm sure God could use
them to get me sat free .. H.AM.

I'm humbly asking if you could put my mom on the prayer
request, After losing my dad and her husband of 50 plus vears
she suddenly has become sick. The doctors are not sure what

is going on. She has been to a number of tests and | would
like everyone in the 3843 family to lift her up in the name of

thie Lord. Her name is Penny. She is the strongest woman of
faith that | know and she is my hero ... DUG.

This 54 year sentence (5 a challenge for me, and P sure my
Lord wants to see what | will do, as He already knows. 3o it's
up to me to do right. Which leads me to, please pray for my
family and hopefully they will come to see me o write, if not,
that's ckay too. If anyone there wants to write me, feel free ...
J.H.

I have a special praver request, that all of our families, leved
ones and friends experience a year of loving reconciliation
with Jesus and our Father. As well, a reconciliation with lost
and forgotien loved ones. PRAISE GODITRUST GOD! AND
THANKS BETO GODH ... LS.

I want to be a part of your fellowship, | would also want o ask
wyoul if you can please pray for me and Keep me in your
thoughts and prayers. | love you all and God bless you, too. |
would like for you all to please pray for me, | am sick right
now, S0, maybe with your prayers God could and will heal me
... PR.

Praize Neports
Praise God! | just turned 51 years old. I'm here where we
have a great church, at the 'Academy’, | cannot express in
mere words the magnificent and genuine progress | have
been making with the "Helper, the Holy Spinit, and mw Lord,
Jesus Christ's awesome guidance and encouragements. | am
even learning a litthe bit of the Old Testament Hebrew
language along the way. | am fascinated, intrigued, confi-
dent, and jovful regarding my ‘e2ar-hearing’ and ‘soul-under-
standing' of God's Word, He teaches me awe-inspiring
knowledge daily. Thera is not a night | go te bed, that | have
been able to drift off to sleep, All the while remembering the
calm, reassuring presence of God having taught me some-
thing new that day! Every night | go to sleep with a smile on
my face, Praise God everyone, Praise God! ... J.5.

Hello, Pastor's Scot and Jason and family! In Auqgust Fwas
transferred from the ‘Academy’ to this new yard. While | was
at the ‘Acaderny’ | had the privilege of spending seven days a
week in the chapels leaming, fellowshipping and helping in
any way that | could. The time | spent there without a doubt
were the best years of my life. It's the place that God, by His
goodness, led me to repentance. | also experienced God
ignite and fan a revival, 'm writing you because | believe the
chapels at the ‘Academy’ were the keys God used to start the
revival that is flourishing bevond belief, My goal, God
willing, is to g&t a chapel built hare at my new lacation, a
chapel that would be a place where people can go for a
reprieve from prison. A refuge away from the troubles of the
world to build each other up, renew our minds, values and
behaviors, It would be a place of hope for a better life, a city
on a hill ... B.H.

Hello (wrcomers fr (Shrist, | am currently residing here in the
ADOUC, Tucson. | was at the fourth avenwe jall for over a
year and a half, that is when God touched my heart. It was in
a holding cell in that jail that | feund myself at rock bottorm
and began searching for something greater than nyself. |
was introduced to God by a neighbor of mine in the
lockdown unit, He asked me what the most important book
inmy cell was ... | had no real answer for him. He asked me if
| had a Bibde and he began the process of helping me under-
stand the who, what, where, when and why of God. | would
gel visitors from churches every week during the fifteen
manths | spent in a one man cell. This simple act of selfless-
ness will stick with me forever. When | was searching for
direction, members of the body of Christ were there to self-
lassly take the time to come sea me, of all people. | could see
firsthand what it meant to let yvour light shine. | had ample
time to evaluate my choices, my geals and the overall direc-
tion of my life. | found God inside that reom and it forever
changed the course of my life. My core values and beliefs are
nat what they once were. | have a new perspective of what
life is ... J.R.

| Shwrcomers for (hirist 0. Box 42023 Phoenix, Arizona 85080
Ph s (602H72-8741 o OCACphx@gmail.com



Ouogomzss for Cliist
Srom thie ~Suside

Happy New Year to all my brothers and sisters at (Swromers vor (frist]

Another year has passed, for some that means very litle, as their situations seem bleak and unchanging. Some ans
locking at several years before a possible release from incarceration. For others it's a dead end job, or a broken - perhaps
abusive - relationship. To many, the holiday season, and aspecially the New Year, brings despair.

Bul for those of us in Christ, there is hope. Not in our creumstances, bulin the Lord. He promisas thal we will never be
alone. He will be with us I our situations and guide us through our trials. He promisas us we will be overcomers, if we
persavers, He has our best in mind, and while His will was NOT for us ta go to prison, or o get involved in a destructive
relationship or lifestyle, His will is 1o use these things meant for our destruction and turn them 1o good S0 He can be glori-
fied.

S0, this Mew Year, lel's focus on the hope found in cur Lord and Savier Jesus Christ. As we de, our circumstances matter
l&55, Develop an attituda of praise and worship. Seek first the Kingdom. We are anly in these fleshly, sin stained bodies
for a short time. Soon, all of us who believe will spend eternity in fellowship with our Savior. Herein is where our hope lies.
Qur earthly vessels don't like to wait, but they can be put to death. As we daily die to the flesh, and focus on Christ, our
lives will begin to find the peace and joy we all seek. Thosae around vou WILL notice the change.

This is what God has laid on my haart for this coming year. | am o saak Him first with all my heart, and He will take care
of me. God is so good, and has a great year planned for me, as He does for each of you! So, to paraphrase Joshua, if no
one elsa will, at least | am going to praise and worship my Lord, My goal this year is to press into extravagant worship and
praize to my Creator, for He is most glorified when we are most satisfied in Him.

God bless you all! May God's blessings overtake you, and favor rain upon you this coming year. May you be healthy and
prosparous as your soul prospers. You ALL are in my praise and prayers, love you all.

Self-Forgiveness
By WR.

| got a wery moving and heartfelt letter from M. | spent the moming responding to it and | just pray that the words and
Scriptures that | shared with him will help him in his struggle to overcome his feelings of unworthiness and mare iMpPor-
tantly, start seeing himself as God sees him.

| struggled with that issue myself when | first became a Christian, Self-Forgiveness, You know the last thing that satan
wanis is for us to come out of our past and start seeing ourselves for who we really are in Christ. For once we come to
realize who we really are and how God seeas us, hal frees us from our prisons of doubt, self-condemnation and our
feslings of un wonhiness. Our feelings and how we may percelve ourselves are often misleading. That is why we must
always trust in the Word of God and what He says in relation to who we are.

That devil will keep vou in your past and keep you chained 1o it if he can. | know he's always trying to take me there. |
stopped listening to some music years ago just for that very reason. It triggered a lot of memories from my past.

Just a few days ago | was asked by one of the teachers who does the programs here to come in and speak to her class.
And while doing so one of the guys asked me a question (that I'd already answered twice before) and it was about my
past. | could see the devil in him brofher when he was asking me the question, so | didm't trip on it. Had | not already
forgiven myself for those things the devil could have taken me back down through there again. Thank You Jesus!

I've beenin these physical prisons now for 48 years, But if | can just reach one soul then what years I've spent here will
have been worth it. That's how | see itl Knowing that perhaps in some small way | may have been instrumental in helping
someona come to the Cross is worth more to me today than my freedom or anything this world has to offer.

I wished that someona would have taken the time 1o lalk o my grandson about Jesus bafore he died. Maybe it would

_ Ohercomers for §firiet 2.0, Box 42023 Phoenix, Arizona 85080
;"‘ﬂa} é (602H72-8741 » GE‘"CFIL{@HW‘] il com



Sussomes oy Shiplet
Srom thie “Suside

have made a difference in his life. | don't know - only God knows. But what | do know is this - we have to keep fighting for
those who are still lost. We have to share with them what we know 1o be the truth,

My heart goes out to M, for | know from my own experience (after | got saved) what be is going through. | intend to stay in
touch with him, May God continue to bless you and everyone in this minisiny for the work you ane doing for God's
Kingdom.

Power and Authority In the Name Of Jesus
By M.R.

First, | would like to send to you my great love from the heart and soul and my respecis and care for you and your family. |
thank you all for your precious time in writing me and sending your prayers for my family and friends, | also pray for you,
my brother, that the Holy Spint continue to teach you all things.

I've beeen doing good here in this facility, staying in the beautiful Word of God and in prayer so strong. A times, | feel waak
in some areas of life but then | ift those problems, people, cares and burdens to God. | won't lie, it's been rough these
past few weaeks, but God has given ma tha strength to overcome it and get throwgh . And as you once tald me, “Eoing
through it is sunpassing it, through Jesus Christ.” AMEMN!

It is all by faith that we stand strong, trust and believe in Jesus that He does His work in us. Right? Amen! Hawving the Holy
Spirit teach me all the beautiful mysteries of God is amazing. The enemy does try to airact more but | just cast out all of
satan's trickery spirits, evilness and wickedness in Jasus' name. Amen? ITS not my power but the great Power and Author-
ity of Jesus Christ! Amen?

I would like 1o ask you and all my family of Overcomers thal read this to pray in agreement with me concaming these new
findings in my case. | found some amor in my plea agreemeant and | put in for a Rule 32 1o get back into the courts. | am
guilty of having that gun that day, and | admitted that in court and signed this plea for 4.5 years. In getting here to DOC my
celli was reading my plea agreement and found that a cantain 'she’ committed that cime on that date, But in my prior they
are trying to usa ‘that' agairst me. Than they use ‘he', baing two pecple on ona plea. | pray to God that this is Him and His
miracle working at an immediate release or lower sentence.

Living in the Spirit and not in the flesh is beautiful and feels great. | trust and love Jesus Christ with all that | am. He,
Jesus, s my Savior and my Rock FOREVER! Scrpture tells us, "Yea though | walk through the valley of the shadow
of death, | will fear no evil.”™ (Psalm 23:4a) God is wilh us even 1o the end of the age (Matthew 28:20). S0, when God
says, "Do not fear,” | trust in God.

Let’s all pray for all of the lost sheep of God, as | was once lost and heard my Lord's precious voice. God is with you all
and lovas you bayond even your imagination.. He is calling you o Him. Depart from all evil and cling to God and His truth,
His Word - He will take you fo depths unimaginable! Loving you all!!

A New Creation In Christ
By T.R...

| want fo thank you for the letter you wrote to me, | heard every word you said. | am so happy that you told me that the
Lord Jesus does love me, and that He does forgive me for ALL of my past. In your letier you told me that if | would say
that simple prayer to ask Jesus into my heart, write and let you know. Sa, YES | did ask Jesus to come in to my heart and
life. When | did, | felt this very, very cold chill come over my entire body. It felt so good and | too love the Lord Jesus
Christ! After reading the newsletter and then your lefter (o me, | believe they were specifically to me from the Lord.

From this day forward, | will with His help stay as positive and bumble as | can. My real goal now is o let people know
about the Lord Jesus Christ and the love that He has for ALL people. To let them know that thera is a way to get io know
Him, through His Word.
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Toots ible Study ot
Isaiah 37:1-39:8

Judah is compared-io a woman giving birth, buttoo weaak to complete the task. When all seemed hopeless Hezekiah
refused to give up. Instead, he asked |saiah to pray 1o God o help his people. No matter how dire your situation may
seem, don't fret, turn to God. (37:3)

When we pray, we need to have faith that God already hm 'Mm. Cur job is to ask in faith and wait in
humility, (37:8-10) ) |

-
If wou hawve a sarious need in your life bring i . In . 5_5]30 steadiast prayer, God may change the course of
your life also. (38:1-5) ;

The next time you hava tough struggles, pr

Hezekiah, one of Judah's mast faithful kings, worked throughs
intervention that kept Judah from thei i = I Hm arrnmtﬂfnw in Judah as soon as Hezehah died the
nation went right back to their sinful ways with the | 5 500, Manasseh, All that Hezekiah remowved
was brought back. (33:8) il

Galatians 6:1-18 _
It's discouraging to keep on doing right without rece fpe hanks ir ohserving no tangible outcome. But we're
challenged by Paul to keep up our efforts and fo trus r results. In time, :

(6:9-10) |
The world is full of distractions and we are confronted daily by bad influgnces, Th ]| why we need to ask God to remove
our interest in the junk in our lives, just as Paul did. (6:14) - =

Psalm 65:1-66:15

Access to God and the joy of living in the temple was a greal hon
because of Jesus' sacrifice on the Gross, we, as believers have
(65:4) ]
Nature helps us to understand God's character. God's care of nalu
shows us God's generosity. (65:6-13)

People always want 1o cut a deal with God, "If You do this, I

for the better, all is forgotten and they're back to their old shi
us. Be sure that you follow through on whatever you pramis

ithe day, it was men from the tribe of Levi. But
God's presence, any place at any time.

pf His love and how He provides. Nature

B rest of my ife.” Yet, soon after things change
1 keeps His promises and expects no less from

Proverbs 24:1-34

As followers of God, do not get caught up with envy f s who are evil and who have gotten what they have through
evil ways. We need to hold fast to the fact that © always has hl'hasllnterest at heart. ALWAY'S looking out for our
needs. (24:1) 3

the effort to gain wisdom. (24:7) ’ _

& “Foot” Notes g <

Hello ya'll, just would like to share Ihﬁlmﬂﬂd.ﬁ'"' Siy
degree. and I'm excited to see what He has in store for |
never thought possible. :ﬁ’ o X

gr in my life, 1just received my 2nd Associate's
. God has given me opportunities in here that |

I would like to say o you all that no matter your H‘nﬁmnm pay attention because God will put opportunities
before vou thal will add to your faith in Him.

Love 1o ya'll short and tall ... Vaya con Dics ... Don't ride faster than your angels an flyll

C]th"t-.n.\‘ﬂi-.‘rﬁ for (8 eril’lﬁ- P.0. Box 42023 Phoenix, Arizona 85080
g 2 (602472-8741 o OCICphy@gmail.com



Of Greatest Importance — The Word of God By Vern Deadmond continued from page 4
mzisture, This person hears the Word, they receive it with eagerness, but there is no reot in himself, Meaning this person
relies on others revelation of the Weord of God, they ook to others to help them when trouble comes. But they have no oot
of God's Word in them, and they are unable to stand against trouble themselves. My suggeston for those that have no
root of God's Word in them is o stop relying on your pastor, or your friends who have their own personal intimate relation-
ship with God and develop your Gwn redationship with God. This is whal you wera created for,

The third type of ground is representad by the soil with thorny bushes, Jasus tells us these thorns are tha cares of this
world and the deceitfulness of riches. When you allow the drama around you 1o overtake you, and when you paricipate in
the drama yourself;, the Word of God is choked inside of you and it is unable to produce fruit in vour life, Also, if you
pursue money and things over God, the Word cannot produce in your life ither. All of thesa will hinder your relatienship
with God.

The final soll is called good ground, and this is a heart that is open to receive the seed of the Word of God. Its not hard
sail, it has been loosened and turned 10 whera the Waord of God can take root and grow inside of you, The seed when
allowed to grow will produce fruit in your life. If wvou notice, this is the only type of soil that produced amy fruit in the
parable. You cannot expect a harvest from God's Waord in your life if yvour heart is not opan to all of the things of God.

| want to draw your attention to Mark 4:26-29; Tl Shigdam o @od e o X e e sl sesiier oaed a0 1he
grecm:], and ehenld sz Eyy minhe and e By dyg oo M escd sbely] spreen and grey, be himesl des nod
Ctcmer (hawes, (A M earit pisiee crage iy Maell et dhe B, Do G bede], oo affsr @il die Sl grade 6 G
e, Eo et e grain Aiene, fmmesiaisly b pors Ao the Steltls, Soemss (e arnesd e S ™ 50, as you
seek God through His Word, you are taking that Wond into your hearl. Dont try to reason how Gods Word 1S going to
produce fruit in your life, vou're not going to figure it out. Just balieva in faith what God says about the Word., It will
produce by itsell, allow the Holy Spint o water your heart, keeping your heart. The mone Word you commit 1o your heart,
the more fruit will be produced in your life. Just keep putting the Word in you, and afler some time, harvast after harvest
after harvast will bagin to appear in your life. As you plant the Word in your heart, day after day, eventually your life will be
like a garden of your ovwn = you will continually have fruit being produced. If you are not planting in your heart, how can
there be any fruit produced?

An excuse | have heard in the past from people who don't read their Bible is, "It just doesm't make any sense to me.” Do
you know what they really are saying? They are aciually saying they have no parsonal intimate relationship with God
because their heart is nol committad to pursuing, seeking, and knowing Him. I'm not saying this to offend anyvone, | am
saying this to direct us to the truth, About a year ago, | was reading the Parable of the Seed and the Sower, and as | read
Matthew 12:10-11, "And the disciples came and said to Jesus, Why do You speak to them in parables?’ Jesus
answered and said to them, Eeeause { ias beap gtvean 2 ey G0 Mmany e myEiarie o dhe MinneEm af Reanan,
o i 00D (7 (s i i @i, ™ The Lord stopped me from reading further, and He asked me, "Who asked the
question?” | responded, "The disciples.” He then asked, "What is the definition of a disciple? | responded, "A disciple is a
leamer of God: a pupil; one who receives instruction from God." It occurred to me that one who has set their heart 1owards
God, who has committed self to being His disciple, has been given a gift from God to receive revelation from His Word,
this person has been given eyas to see and ears to hear, Matthew 13:16 says, Sl Mizsead ars roer &rEs for My
sy, S o s (Mo ey (s This is why some do not have understanding when they read the scriptures, they
have not made a true heart decision to give it all to Jesus. As a disciple of Jesus, you have been blessed to understand
and comprehend the Word of God.

Let's read Luke14:26-33, I Sopres odmiss 42 (005 and) dhas 0o s fas [ fodice fod moeibes wilty dmd abiiieeg
fradbars e alaters, s and his aem (s aes, e camoe? e My disainls. Aad eloewer doee oad bear il aves
ame] eEane ey i canned be My ciseinis For wibisk of e, iniznddieg oo ball) o dowes; dees ot & dizen frsd oo
ot dhk enet, colvaiher b6 b casagh D Ml 0= inss olitar be bos B g fomdalto, amd b mod albis
{itnis, & wibs se@ & beghs do mmeett i, seapding, Tl oonn Seman 2 Snit] and wes mod £ty to At O eded
ottt et fie pasls e sigrinet sy S, dtose mEd o e e s eoneli rlbaiier fo e sk ol e
Teesams &0 mmeet B vl cames SPaies? i wilh feEady dhaneans’¥ Or alag, wihle e adier s &0 © Grean wer
a0, (b SEpdls O Sl Hod el el oF peond. SO Meedes, eisewer of ey dhes Hu0 fersnis o (et e
e eamme? B My disaipin

To be a disciple of Jesus, you must consider the cost. Are you willing to put God first in your life? Are you willing to give up
those things that you thought were impartant? Can you make this decision and not look back and regret if7 As | 0ok back
at the decision thal changed my life four years ago, | have realized that those things that | thought | was giving up were of
o significance. God has replaced those things with even greater things in my life, and awesome experiences. He even
restares those things o vou that you thought were gone. God i 50 good. You only have 1o believe His Word, lake the first
step in faith toward being a disciple and commit in your heart to be a disciple. Psalms 1719:2; "Blessed are those who
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keep His testimonies, who seek Him with the whole heart!” God will Bless your commitment beyond what you think
YOU gave up.

Lel's look at Mark 4:24-25, 1Tz <Jlsems a0l 40 Fis chesiuize, Tl hese wded poor beor B 0 soms s
O Ry, (B ol L RS (R Ty S G T e g, s el B i, (AR e RS, 5 Dih s el
(e e, Bow! iiEEnEr dies el e, evEm wiied fe bas wdl G2 timn awegy fFEm i ™ You need to take the revela-
tion you receive from God's Word and put it 1o use in vour life. And as you receive more revelation, you will receive even
mare, But if you are not giving the Ward of God priority in your life, you will lose what little you did have. A better transla-
tion to the phrase, TethéineEr BDe”, is teliddwy bodis & 62 witdal e Mde’. So read verse 25 as TEFwbodwEr bERHE Em
i et e has, mare will 5 @feEn.” This brings us full circle right back to Hebrews 2:7; "Therefore, we must give the
more earnest heed to the things we have heard, lest we drift away.”

Hald on to the Word of God, don't let the Word slip away from you, It will produce magnificant things in your life, ba
patient. A farmer knows that the seed he plants does not produce fruil the next day, there must be a time period thal
passes before the harvest is ready. It doesn't izke a rocket scentist 1o know this.

My hope is you have received understanding and comprehension of how important God's Ward is in your life, Mot just a
woekly dose of it from sitting in church, but daily intake of His Word. Matthew 6:11 reads, S&EhE as difls iy aur daiily

(sl ® Read and meditate on His Word, give it first priority in your life and sit back and watch God begin to perform in

your life,

Another Response to K.H.
By W.R.

After reading the February 2019 issue of the G\3 3 newsletter conceming the article called Who's Asking by brother IH.,
| felt moved to respond. Here's what | believe God wants K.H. o knaw.

God tells us in His Word that He will never leave us nor forsake us. (Hebrews 13:5, Isalah 41:10, Dewteronomy 31:6)
And of course the enemy doesn't want you to beliave this. If your son or daughter was going through trials and tribula-
tions, if they needed your help would you leave them or forsake them? OF course not! Neither will Jesus ever leave you
alone withowt His help.

We all go through seasons, imes in which we all feel alone, isolated and sometimes forgotten. Some of the greatest men
in the Bible felt that very way (Read 1 Kings 78:1-10). Elijah felt 50 alona he aciually wanted (o die and in Mattfrew
11:7-2, John the Bapltist even began to have doubts about Jesus being the Messiah, after he (oo was imprisoned.

Every man and woman of God goes through storms and trials (“Consider if pure joy, my brothers and sisters,
whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance,
Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything. " James 1:2-4) in
which we may feel alone, isclated and even abandoned. | think this may prove to be even more true to those of us
confined, 've been in prison Tor 48 years straight now, Sure, sometimes | feel alone as | get distracted, But what we have
to learn and understand brother K.H. is this, "The enemy is going o do everything he can to distract us, to weaken us
{Daniel 7:25, Revelation 12:17), 1o wear us out spiritually, mentally AND emotionally.” For we are engaged in spiritual
warfare and prisons are one of satan’s sirongholds. So, think of yourself as a soldier (2 Timothy 2:3-4) trapped behind
enamy lines. But know to that, God is with you and the battle belongs to the Lord. He has His angels fighting with you and
for you [Danfel 10, Psalm 34:7) and brother K.H., our God has NOT lost a battle yat!

The enemy will do evarything he possibly can to hinder us from doing God's will, His work and to prevent us from drawing
closer to God and coming to the "knowledge of who we are in Christ Jesus.” (1 Thessalonlans 2:18)

You ARE a son of the Most High God and He is NOT going to leave you or forsake you any more than yvou would one of
wvour own children, Know that He loved you 50 much that He left His throne in heaven - came o this earth in the flesh and
died a horrible death on the Cross =0 you my brother K.H. could be with Him in paradise. That's how much He loves youl
S0, when you feel alone and that no one cares, think about that. Stay strong, stay focused in prayer and God's Wond
which are His promisas to us and remember that you ARE a soldier in God's Army and NEVER forget He is fighting with
wou and for you! Mever surrender or compromise what you already know to be the truth brother K.H. That is, GOD LOVES
Y Ou!
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AWhat Others Are Saping...

"I received the card you recently sent me and wanted to say thank you. i really meant a lot to me to find out that my testi-

maony was relatable to someone alse. Thank you for the encouragement on following God's will, One thing | have learned

in this walk is that our Father will reveal His plan for us when He knows we can handle it It might not be when we want to

krcw it, but that to me is what makes it perfect. The Holy Spiril guidas us theouwgh it, the whole way through it | will keep

you and everyone involved with (Shrosers fr (iriet In my prayers. | hope God continues to bless you all In what you do. |

hope to continue corrasponding with you or anyone alse from your ministny, May God continue 1o do a graal work in you
as He isin me. God Bless you.” - T.L.

"Just a few short but really special lines to let you all know that you're in my thoughts and in my prayers. | hope and pray
that when you receive this letter that if finds you all in good health and in goed spirits. As for me I'm so somry that | haven't
written to you all. | have been really busy with schadl, my groups and my Bible studias. | just wanted to say that | am somy
and thank you so very much for the newsletlers. | received all of them, the testimonies and the stories are 30 INspiring to

me. Also, to say that | say special prayers for brother VWade and the whole family. Theres not a day that goes by that |
don't say a prayer for all of us, the whole family of Swroesers Br (Sfrist. Take cane of each other and love one another.” -
E.G.

"First | want to thank all of you for your love and devotion, It's been like 4 years since | started receiving the S\343 news-

letters every month without fail. Every birthday | get a card as wall as every Christmas. I've got to say that my mast cher-

ished card was a birthday card handmade by Caleb, your grandson. You should have seen a 47 year old man cry over a
simple birthday card.” - D.M.

"Shreomers for (rist, thank you for all of your newsletters throughout the years. they are always a joy to read and share
with the other men in here. | was transferrad to a much better level 2 prison and I'm sending you my new address so | may
continue receiving your mail. May God continue o bless all of you, in Jesus name.” - J.C.

"Praise God for yvour newsletters! The testimonials and the very uplifting words encourage us all here greathy! There are
many mean heraat this facility who have bean blessed by your ministry. A brother who amived hare a short ime ago had
brother Duck as his mentor while he was al the county jail. Anolher brother that has been here for quile some time, you
ministered to and afso mentored at the'county is now also growing ever so in the Lord and he's sharng Scripture with his
wile every visit.™ - R

Quote Worthy

"Of all the people in all of the prisons in the United States God chose you according to His purpose

and He has a plan for you. You are God's answer to the issues in your pod, your dorm, your prison.
Be Eaithful to your calling and through you God is leaving His fingerprints in your prison.”
- Contributed by G.H.
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Living Word Bible Church Locations

Mesa - 3520 E. Brown Rd. Mesa, AZ 85213 Ahwatukee - 14647 5. 50th St. #165 Phoenix, AZ 85044
Scottsdale - B551 E. Anderson Dr. #1058 Scoltsdale, AZ 85255  Gilbert - 202 5. Gilberl Rd. Gilbert, AZ 85296
Florence - Florence High School 1000 5. Main St. Florence, AZ 85132

Ministry Tithes & Offerings
Here is how you can give to the (Sheremers for (Srist ministry:

By check or money order - Make checks payable to Living Word Bible Church and in the memo section put “For Overcomers for
Christ”, Mail your check or money order to PO Box 42023, Phoenix, Arizona 85080

Your giving does qualify as a charitable contribution on your taxes. For donations of less than $250, your cancelled check is suffi-
cient proof for taxes, For donations of 5250 or mare, you will receive a contribution statement from the arganization. If you have
any questions, please call or write Wade Anderson.
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Taken Heed
By C.J.

Righteously is how | iny io live,
always having pleasant words to say and give,
Thie Lord is inside of me,
and | make it a point to tell everybody.
| spread the Gospel faithfully,
letting others know the path to etemity,

Jesus died for us all,
And it's time we take heed of His call,
The time no one knows,
but the Lord is only taking those with the spiritual glow,
Eecause judgment day could be tomorron,
and then non believers will forever dwell in sormon,
Howewer, they have the chance, to seek sincere repentance

I'm a living example of a Mew Birth,
Blessed and ready to leave, this wretched earth,
And there's charity in my heart,
thus | want to be the light, so | can help others escape the dark,
My walk and my talk, convey my spintuality,
of a man trying to live sin-free.

I'm just @ humble servant showing my loyalty
to the highest form of royalty, our Majesty,
Jesus, the One in whom we must believe,

Help us be beller stewards by sending your change of address wihen you move 1o help reduce unnecessary waste and expense

EDITORIAL Wade “Duck” Anderson, Michelle Anderson ART & DESIGN John Dobbins PRINTING Living Word Bible Church
Shercemers for (hrist a Ministry of Living Word Bible Church
wiwh livingwordonling.org  jasonivingwaordgmail.com
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