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FLEA Allergies

Fleascan cause severe and ongding allergies in dogs
and ¢ats. Flea bite4 ara painful and make your pat veny itchy,
PLUS fleas ¢an ¢ause anemia and infection. Fleas are very
difficult o find when you try to ok for them on your pet. And,
in southern California, the flea $eaton never goes away
due to warmer ¢limate almost all vear long, wheatear,
grass and natural resenvoirg [SCrolls, outdoors cats, grass,
ate.}). Fleas — small dark brown insects and ticks prefer
temperatures of 65-80 degrees and humidity Bvels of 75-85%
nothing s mare purpaseful for them than California weather.

Dogs and cate frequanthy get infested with fleas and boks
through contact with other infected animals or contact with
fleas and ticks located in an environment where they thrive.
Fleas have strong hind legs which aliow it to jump from host
to host (area © area, body b hody, environmentanta the
hast. Fleas jump they dan't fiy. Afleas bite will cause iching
and ome animaks are mare prone to inviting fleas aswell as
same animaks are mare suspectble ta a flea bite which ¢an
cause severe itching, scratching and infection. In Severe
&3%e4 a3 pet will eXperience hair-lass, inflammation and even
even secondary £kKin infections. Some
pets are $0 Sensitive b flea's &alive thata
single bite ¢auses the above reathons.

Fleas, mites and ticks operate
under different living and Surviving
conditions. Just becuase your pet s
seratching and biting him‘herself
doesn't necessarily mean they have
fleas. They could have mites or ticks.
How canwyou tell exacthy what insect
s making your pet a itching, biting
and scratching Fleas formally
Known as pruritus, unlike mites
and ticks do not like to burrow in
the £kKin. Fleas &curryina hurry
albong surface lines of the £kin.
Fleas are dark tan/brown olored
and the sze of 3 pin head. Fleas
know they hawve a £hort lifespan when
digtoverad and that's why they hide in the furriest areas.
But if vou pull 3 sneak attack the best place b see them
running for cover i onyour petsbelly and inner thighs.

FLEA SHAMPOO
WON'T GET RID OF FLEAS

Dogs and ¢ats Canako develop tapawarms after eating
fleas and pets ¢an transmit the tapeworms to humans —
espacially Kids. Proper monthly flea and tick prevention i
the key to keeping them off your pet and out of your home.
Mast of the over-the-caunter flea medicatian (tapical) are
nat effective and flea sprays and shampoos onby work for
a very shorttime (less than few hours because they don't
repel). Research now recommends proper oral monthly
flea and tck prevention. Even your indoor dogé and cats are
not immune or pratected against fleas and need manthhy
flea and tick preventian.

Look Familiar?

The Best For Your Pet
Ask Your Neighborhood Vet

Dr. Kamran Nassi
Beverly Robertson Veterinary Clinic

An allergy i¢ a #tate of aver-
reactivity ar hypersensitivity of
the immune $ystem to a3 particular substance ¢alled an allergen. WMost aller-
gens are prateing. The allergen pratein may be of ingect, plant ar animal
arigin. Initial g4 posure of the dog and ¢at, or more likely multiple g{posures,
ta the allergen may aver-sensitize the immune system, such that asubse-
quent exposure to the s<ame or related allergen ¢auses an over-reaction. This
means the immune respanse, which narmally pratects the animal against
infection and di¢eate, can actually be harmful to the body.

Major General Allergy Categories In Dogs & Cais

Food Allamgiass A foad allergy can devekp © almastany prateinar carbo-
hydrate campanent af faod. It cammanly develaps in respanse ta the foad
protein of 3 particular food arigin; beef, pork, chicken, or turkey are commonhy
associated with food allergies. Feeding your pet table food especially foads
cantaining gluten, dairy, £pices and certain proteins can cause food alkergy.
Food allergy can develop at any age and ¢ause iiching, $Kin and ear infecton,
digestive disorders, and respiratory distress. Food allergies occur with other
allergies, such a¢ environment (inhalant allergies. Treatment requires identi-
fying the offending component{} of the diet, eliminate them, or £tartthe patienton a Spemal hypaallergeni: diet. Ittakes 10-
12 weeks for all food products 1o be removed from the body, in which time the dog must eat a special diet exclusively far
10-12 weeks. It must be emphasized if the diet is not fed exclusively, twon't he 3 valid trial. Table food, reats or vitamins
must be discontinued during the trial period.

Atopy or Inhalant Allargiass A simple way to think of atopy for pets would be to £ay that the pet inhales an airbarne
allergen, but instead af sneezing and sniffling, the pet gets tchy $Kin and #tarts chewing and licking himself ar herself
Atopy in dogs has an inherited predisposition and they show their allergic £igns betwveen 1-8 years of age. Due b heredi
tary nature of the disease, several breeds, including golden retrievers, most Erriers, Irish setters, Lhasa apsos, Dalmatians,
bulldags and OHd English sheep dogé are more commonbhy abpic, but many dogs, including mided hreeds ¢an have atopic
dermatitis. The in¢cidence is inéreasing hoth in man and animak. While it would be ni¢e to have a blood test that could tell us
if a pet's tching i due to stopy, t's imporant b
realze thatsuch a testdoes not exist Atopy re-
maing a ¢lini¢al diagnosis, which means the di
agnasis ¥ made hased on histony, eXamination
finding and £kin testing. Proper monthly flea
preventative, annual fecal esting are recom-
mended for all indoor and outdoar pets. If yaur
pet is chewing, biting tching him/herself —
it's vital ta bring yvaur pet ta a licensed veteri
narian. Avaid giving human allergy relief med-
izations a% they could harm your pet.

At Beverly Robertson Veterinany Slinic we will
digcussyour pet's allergies and will make your
little furry one comfortahble.
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