Disaster Hotspot Case Study - California

California is a disaster hotspot. Disaster hotspots are vulnerable places at risk from two or
more hazards. The state of California in the USA has many highly populated towns and cities

at risk from a variety of hazards. The map below shows examples and locations of past
hazards that have caused disasters.
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Droughts in California can be caused by anticyclones (long-lasting periods of high air pressure with
sinking, dry air. Dry, sinking air means no rain

. Drought can also be caused by La Nina events (periods when the surface water in the eastern

Pacific Ocean is cooler). This means less evaporation, so there’s less precipitation.

. Another cause of drought is increased wind blowing westward from the desert areas that are east

of California, e.g. Arizona. The dry air has no moisture to cause precipitation.

. The most devastating effect of drought in California is wildfires - dry vegetation is extremely

flammable, so fires spread quickly over wide areas

. The wildfires in Southern California in October 2007 killed 22 people and destroyed 1300 homes.

A tsunami is a series of large waves that can flood coastal areas

They can be caused by earthquakes on the sea bed, or landslides into the sea

Earthquakes under the Pacific Ocean could cause a tsunami along the California coastline

An earthquake off the coast of Alaska in 1964 caused a tsunami to strike the coast of northern
California, killing 12 people in Crescent City
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California is wealthy but Parts of the Population are Vulnerable
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(where the ground can become more like a liquid), which damages
of landslides. This was a major problem during the Loma Prieta earthquake i
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