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Presidents Message
by Dave Harbin
Hello members and hopefully, future
Members. Wow, summer has arrived with a
vengeance. Thankfully, rarely does it stay hot
throughout the night, but imagine what the days
would be without air-conditioning. I conjure up
what it must have been like during the citrus boom era. No wonder so
many of the old homes were built with a sleeping porch, opening all the
windows at night to cool the house down. I think we have gotten soft over
the past 75 plus years.
Since the last newsletter, you have elected some new members to the
Board of Directors. David Bratt, Bill Emerson, and Ann Vackrinos all
returned after being off the board for some time; returning for a second
term are Cheryl Avelar and Kevin Frey. Retiring from the board in June
were Margie Green, Kay Hoveland and Peggy Thomas. Many thanks to
them for their devotion to the organization. During the Spring General
Membership Dinner meeting we honored some people for their special
contributions. Tom Spellman was honored for the many times he hosted
the Citrus Tasting Event. Dian Moravek was honored for her volunteer
spirit with the Volunteer Recognition Award, and Kay Hoveland received
the Distinguished Service Award for her long-term contributions. I also
want to thank Linda and Mark Nelson for providing the evening’s entertaining program about the history of barbed wire.
I spent the Independence Day Holiday week in Big Bear, at the cabin
my grandfather built in 1932. I recall the stories my father shared about
that summer in 1932, when he and 5 of my grandfather’s students from
Bonita High School built the cabin. Grandpa was an auto shop teacher at
Bonita and these 5 boys were his favorite students. They spent the entire
summer camped across the street in the meadow, cooking, sleeping, and
enduring almost daily afternoon rain showers. My dad was 12 during that
exciting summer. I can remember meeting some of the boys many years
ago and they too shared memories of that summer of 1932. I’m glad the
cabin has stayed in the family after all these years; it’s really like a member
of the family. I think it also held a special place in the hearts of those responsible for its creation.
I appreciate your membership and support, and I hope you can find time
to attend our events and visit the Walker House.
God bless and thank you,
Dave
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From The Archives
Since the temperature is approaching 100 at the time I am
writing this and will probably be just as hot when you are
reading, I decided to do something cool. Hope you’re staying cool!

by Archivist Susan Davis

The I. N. Walker ranch known as “Sierra Vista Rancho”
Mr. I. N. Walker of Covington, Kentucky, father of Harry E.
Walker, purchased in 1892 an 1100 acre tract of land from
The San Jose Land and Water Company of San Dimas.
This tract was bounded on the east by the ranch of
Saturnino Carrion, on the south by the ranch of Louis
Phillips, on the west by the Hollenbeck ranch, on the north
by the Teague ranches, The Johnstone ranches and
others. This tract was known as “Rancho Sierra Vista”.

Puddingstone Creek in 1906 through
Rancho Sierra Vista west as far as
Puddingstone Falls.

Picnic at Puddingstone Falls
A community picnic the starting point was the old La Verne
Hotel on Grand Avenue (now Damien). Just to the right of
the falls, a grapevine grew up the embankment. The boys
and many daring girls climbed it for a short cut home rather
than taking the long trail. Apparently 1887 or 1888 when this
picture was taken was a very dry year.
“Ye Olde
Swimming
Hole”
Puddingstone Falls
- water
came from
San Dimas
Canyon
channel
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Puddingstone Creek 1907
Rancho Sierra Vista

How Did We Get Here?
by Linda Nelson, San Dimas Historical Society

“None of us got where we are solely by pulling ourselves up by our bootstraps. We got here because somebody
- a parent, a teacher, an Ivy League crony or a few nuns - bent down and helped us pick up our boots.” –
Thurgood Marshall (Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of the United States 1967-1991).
The dry statistics say that we are San Dimas, a city of about 33,000 people, located some thirty miles east of
Los Angeles, in the foothills of the San Gabriel Mountains and straddling the San Gabriel and Pomona valleys.
But how did we, our community, get where we are? As residents of San Dimas we love our little town and, if we
sit on a bench along the downtown area or the old train station and look around, we can almost believe that this
small, singularly American community has been this way forever!
Things were not always this idyllic. The first people came to our community as early as 7,000 years
ago, attracted by that liquid resource - WATER. Over near where Walnut Avenue intersects Arrow Highway there is a natural spring where, by 1000 B.C. the fields, now covered by manufacturing buildings
along Arrow Highway, became the homes of those we call Gabrielino Indians.
Things began to change when, nearly 3000 years later in 1774, the king of Spain sent Juan Baptista
DeAnza with 3 padres, 20 soldiers, 11 servants, 35 mules, 65 cattle, and 140 horses to establish a land
route from Mexico to Monterey. He passed through the area that
became known as the Mud Springs marsh whose wet and swampy
Gabrielino home
terrain characterized the region.
DeAnza was followed on November 12, 1826 by an American – the legendary trader, trapper, pathfinder and pioneer Jedediah Strong Smith. Smith camped here, with his fearless band of trappers, to
take advantage of the water on his way to Mission San Gabriel. The bronze statue of Jedediah Strong
Smith sits on the southeast corner of the City Hall property, proclaiming it to be “A Welcome Sight.”
DeAnza party
In 1837 the Mexican Governor of California, Juan Bautista Alvarado, granted 22,340 acres to Don
Ygnacio Palomares, who named his land Rancho San Jose. Palomares lived on the ranch and built a
home in the Pomona section of the ranch in 1855 which is still standing at 491 E Arrow Highway. It is said that Palomares kept some of his cattle in a corral in the area we call Horsethief Canyon. After Native Americans repeatedly ran
his horses off, he prayed to Saint Dismas, the crucified thief who begged forgiveness for his sins and later became patron saint of thieves, and the canyon was renamed San Dismas (or Dimas) Canyon by the Spanish settlers.
Other explorers, early settlers and cattle ranchers trickled into the region in the century that followed, and the community was formally put on the map in 1887, the year the Santa Fe Railroad completed a rail line through the area and
built a grand railroad hotel that we now call the Walker House. The railroad's arrival triggered a land boom. The newly
formed San Jose Ranch Company laid out streets and lots, land agent E.M. Marshall opened the first business, a hardware store, at the corner of Bonita and Depot streets and the name Mud Springs was changed to San Dimas.
Jedediah Smith
San Dimas evolved into an agricultural community, especially noted for its
Walker House 1887
orange and other citrus crops which were shipped all over the world! The
citrus nurseries faded and finally disappeared in the mid-1900s with increased development in
San Dimas. After adjacent communities started annexing pieces of San Dimas in the late
1950s, we incorporated as a city in 1960.
Today we are conscious and proud of our community’s heritage. As Thurgood Marshall
implied, we did not get where we are solely by moving to a spot east of Los Angeles. We got
here because others - Gabrielinos, Spanish and American explorers, Mexican and American
settlers and San Dimas resident activists came with a vision of the future, saw opportunities
and built what we have today! The early western America look of our downtown area, complete
with hundred-year-old buildings, reflects the determination by our residents and community leaders to maintain San Dimas’ quality of life in
our small town!
See our Native American and early San Dimas artifacts as you learn more about our history. Visit the Historical Society on the 2nd floor
of the restored railroad hotel (Walker House) at 121 N. San Dimas Avenue. In 1972, the Walker House was placed on the National Register of Historic Places. The Historical Society’s museum is free to the public and can be accessed by the original hotel stairway or by elevator Tuesdays and Thursdays from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. In addition to the above hours, the Museum and Gift Shop are open and docent led
tours are available from 6:00 to 8:00 PM when the Festival of Arts Second Story Gallery is open - on most 2nd and 3rd Friday and Saturday nights. Make it an evening out and enjoy a nice meal at the LucaBella restaurant on the first floor! www.lucabellawalkerhouse.com
Sources include: the San Dimas Historical Society Archives, the Los Angeles County Library web site, the Gabrielino tribe web site, the San Dimas and Borrego Springs
Chambers of Commerce.
Did your grandparents live in San Dimas? Do you have any early photos of San Dimas? What do you remember about your early years in our town? I’d like to hear your
story! Leave me a message at (909) 592-1322 or at LNelsoncpa@aol.com — Linda Nelson.
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Historical Society
FIRST Recipient of the
Volunteer Scholarship Angela and Kat
By Kay Hoveland

On May 31st the San Dimas Historical Society held their Spring
Business Meeting with a dinner at the San Dimas Canyon Club
House. President Dave Harbin recognized the directors, who were
leaving, and those elected to the Board. The Treasurer, Kevin Frey
Kay Hoveland
noted that the Society had a very successful year. Angela Mapes
and Kat Orisco were the first recipients of the new San Dimas Historical Society Scholarship
program. Each received a check for $250 in recognition of their volunteer help.
The new San Dimas Historical Society Scholarship Program was established to
assist high school, college or university students, sixteen and older, who volunteer their time
to help the Historical Society. Each volunteer hour worked during the six-month period prior
to the spring or fall diner meeting earns one ticket that is entered into the drawing. Two tickets are drawn prior to each dinner where winners receive a
check for $250.

Kay Hoveland and scholarship
winner Angela Mapes

Spur rowed barbs

Rotating star barbs
Cocklebur brass barbs
Square knot barbs
Saw tooth barbs

Mark and Linda Nelson presented the program for the
Historical Society Spring Business Meeting and dinner entitled “The Wire That Won The West”. It was noted that not
the cavalry, not the railroad, not the gunfighters nor the law,
it was the invention of Barbed Wire in the 1870’s that made
an everlasting impact on civilization. Many, many examples
were on display while the history of their invention, and
manufacturing was discussed.

Kay Hoveland and scholarship
winner Kat Orisco

Thank You Valued Patron
Members that have made donations of $1000 or more to the Patron Program are: (listed in order of participation)
San Dimas Community Hospital, Ralph and Peggy Thomas, Paul and Willa McClure, Tom and Sue Nuss, Ryan Teague, Jean Johnstone Rimpau,
Curt and Glenda Morris, Jeff and Terry Templeman, Sharon Long, Bill and Joyce Emerson, Winifred Rouse Willis, Bob and Connie Brown, Joe Vaniman,
Matt and Julie Draayom, Mark and Linda Nelson, Don and Margie Green, Georgia Florentine, Dick and Mary Lou Harbin, John and Susan Davis
Their generous gifts allow the society to purchase specially needed items to enhance our ability to save and share our history that otherwise would be
unavailable due to limited funding.
To find out how you too can become a patron call the office at (909) 592-1190. Your donation is tax deducible.

Membership Benefits include:
Quarterly newsletters, invitations to two membership dinners with special speakers and programs, discounts at selected local
merchants, invitations to hosted annual Ice Cream Social, and other Historical Society Events.
www.SanDimasHistorical.org

Check your annual membership type:
Individual…..$25 __ Family (two or more)…..$35__ Sponsors / Business …. $100 ___ Life Membership...$500 per person____
Additional Support / Donation for your Society are welcomed
Name (s) ______________________________________________________________________________
Address ______________________________________________________________________________
City _______________________________ State _______ Zip _________ Phone ___________________
E-mail _____________________________ Would you like to receive our newsletter by e-mail? Yes ____ No ____
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