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Strathalbyn Garden Club Program 2021
25th June

AGM

Subs due $10

25th June

Steve Walker

Frogs

23rd July

Maurice Keen

All things Bees

27th August

Lyn Collins

Ferns

24th September

Greg Kirby

Gardening with Native Grasses

Monday 4th October
Saturday 9th October
22nd October
26th November

art, craft and your
Strath Show 150th Anniversary Enter flowers, vegetables,
garden.
Cavalcade of Gardens

More details to come Save the date.

Bloom & Photo Competition

5 Categories to enter

End of year celebration

More details to come

AGM 2021
The June 25th meeting of the Strathalbyn Garden
Club will commence at 10am with the Annual General
Meeting. The ordinary meeting will follow.
Nominations have been received for:
President
Norma Keily
Secretary
Jenny Thomas
Treasurer
Ced Huxter
Committee
Carolyn Huxter
Jackie Chapman
Sue Leers
Maria Maxwell
Helen Dawson
There is still time to nominate - call for a form!

Subs are due - $10. Pay either by:
Cash in an envelope marked with your
name and contact details printed
clearly and left with the treasurer
Or
EFT (Internet Banking) to
Strathalbyn Garden Club
BSB 105019 Account Number 037 873 640
Always put your name and the purpose of the
payment eg J.Adams subs in the remitter line.
Send a confirmation email to
cchuxter@aussiebb.com.au

From the Kitchen
It is a great help if club members bring their own Mug for morning tea.
Should you need to use a disposable cup it should be returned to the kitchen for correct
disposal.
Your cooperation with these small matters is appreciated.
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President’s Report
2020/21 for the Strathalbyn Garden Club has been a
year of highs, lows and learning to adapt to change.

Recovery by growing boxes
of suitable Kangaroo Island
seedling trees and shrubs to
be planted in the bushfire
affected
areas.
The
succulent “Gardens of Hope” planted by club members
early in the year were delivered to the Island in August
2020. The recipients were delighted with the attractive,
low maintenance pots.

The one thing that has mostly stayed the same has been
our Committee with the same members re-elected in
July 2020 to serve another year. However change did
happen as Penny Fairweather decided to embark on one
last adventure in Alice Springs and she was farewelled at
the April meeting.
Over the past year our Club membership, which
currently numbers 144, has fallen slightly mostly as a
result of COVID 19. The change of venue in January to
the Strath Neighbourhood Centre Hall on Parker Avenue
may also have contributed. Settling in at the new venue
has taken a few meetings as we refine the best layout
for our welcome table, raffle table, sales table,
treasurer’s desk and morning tea arrangements. The
sound system has also caused a few wincing moments.
The restrictions imposed by COVID 19 have also
influenced how the meetings are set up and managed
and regretfully these conditions will probably have to be
maintained indefinitely.

During the year the Garden Club was asked to provide
attractive potted plants to be used as gifts at the Suicide
Prevention Day in October 2020 and more recently eight
half wine barrels, positioned on the Strathalbyn train
station platform, were planted with cottage plants
grown by Club gardeners. The cost of the potting soil
was covered by the Club.
Before her departure to Alice Springs, Penny
Fairweather invited gardeners to take cuttings from her
garden to propagate. The offer was accepted and over
ninety pots of cuttings were created. Once they are
potted on and well grown they will be offered for sale to
add to Club funds to support our various projects.

The enthusiasm of Club members for the raffle, sales
tables, guest speakers and morning tea has not
diminished and the regular annual events have been
well supported.

At the March meeting of the Club it was voted that
financial support to the annual sum of $200 be provided
to the Community Garden to help with purchase of
garden consumables.

Our annual Cavalcade of Gardens took place as usual on
a sunny Saturday in early October with three gardens
open for members and their family and friends to visit.

At the meetings during the year we have been educated
and entertained by an interesting range of guest
speakers covering an eclectic choice of subjects. Ruth
Franck has been the Guest Speaker co-ordinator for
many years and has performed the role meticulously.
Ruth recently decided it was time to retire from the
position and has handed over to Helen Dawson who will
bring her own style and source of contacts to the task.

The Bloom competition was also well supported with
unprecedented numbers of entries in each of the five
categories. It would appear that one of the advantages
of the Covid year was the greater attention and care
given to gardens which resulted in a brilliant display of
blooms, photography and pot plants.

Another area of our regular activities where we will see
change is the annual Neutrog order. In an effort to
streamline the process the company has moved to an
electronic ordering system. It is anticipated that system
will work efficiently to deliver two orders a year without
all the work usually required of our Neutrog Coordinator
Frank Chapman and the treasurer Ced Huxter. Handling
on the delivery day will still require a team of
volunteers.

Unfortunately the end of year lunch which was to be
held at the Strath Neighbourhood Centre with the
Strathalbyn Rotary Club providing the catering, had to
be cancelled due to the snap Covid Lock Down a week or
so beforehand.
Two coach trips were enjoyed during the year. The first
in October 2020 to Warrawong Sanctuary where club
members were able to get up close to wildlife and learn
a little about the management of a privately owned
wildlife park.

The newsletter continues to be a valuable source of
information for the readers and the profiles provided
are a valuable insight into the gardening lives of some of
our members. It is encouraging that almost every month
someone is willing to fill a page with their gardening
reminiscences.

In April 2021 a trip to visit gardens in Morphett Vale,
Willunga and McLaren Vale was arranged with members
of the Willunga Garden Club. There was also time to do
some recreational plant shopping in McLaren Vale
before lunch at the local pub.

Norma Keily

The members of the Strathalbyn Garden Club have been
active in supporting the Kangaroo Island Bushfire
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The Back Room People of the Garden Club
Behind the scenes at the Strathalbyn Garden
Club committee members and volunteers
work diligently during the month and at
meetings to keep the Club running smoothly
and efficiently.

Norma Keily has been the president for 10
years, fronting the meetings, preparing the
monthly newsletter, writing the articles for
the Argus newspaper, giving a hand where
needed and keeping up with the odds and
ends involved in running an organisation.

Maria Maxwell has been on the
committee for ten years, most of that
time as the Trips coordinator,
suggesting destinations, planning the
route, arranging buses, meal venues
and all the other details as well as
taking the bookings and dealing with
last minute problems. At meetings,
Maria is our welcomer, handing out the coveted lucky door
prize numbers and welcoming visitors and new members.
Maria also drives the chair trolley as we arrange the seating
for the meetings and quite often the vacuum cleaner after
meetings picking up the spilt soil and crumbs.

Valuable Volunteers
Janet Jones is a Life Member and has been the keeper of the
name badges and chief photographer for many years. Janet
is also the fount of all knowledge about the stories of
Strathalbyn’s people and places.

Ren Tremayne has been a diligent volunteer selling raffle
tickets at each meeting and calling the ticket numbers for
many years & Dawn Gunn took over the assistant role from
Chris Bourne a couple of years ago.
Margaret Jenkins and Helen Fairweather have stood behind
the raffle table keeping it in order and sharing their
knowledge about the plants and their growth habits.

Jackie Chapman has been on the
Committee for ten years and her role is to
manage the Sales and Donations tables at
the meetings. She is always keen to
receive suitable plants to sell on behalf of
the Club to add to the funds. In the week
before the meeting Jackie proof reads and
prints the Newsletter. Jackie also takes
home and nurtures left over plants ready for sale at future
meetings.

Ruth Franck has managed our guest speaker program from
making the initial contact and setting a date for their
appearance, to sending reminders and confirmation emails
and finally welcoming them on their day with tea and
biscuits. On Ruth’s retirement Helen Dawson accepted the
role and is off to a flying start with filling in guest
appearances on the Club calendar.
Joy Bourne manages our Social media by keeping the
website and facebook page current and informative.

Ced and Carolyn Huxter are a team.
Working together to keep the finances of
the Club tidy and accurate and also
managing morning tea and guest speaker
gifts. Their dining table could more
accurately be labelled the “Garden Club
Office”.

Frank Chapman took on the role of Neutrog coordinator and
although the work will probably be less with the new
electronic ordering, distribution day will still need careful
control. Frank is handy with the stapler once the newsletter
is printed.
David Thomas volunteered to look after our KI TFL project
when Penny Fairweather left for Alice Springs. More

Ced was president for a year or two
around 2010 with Carolyn as his secretary
and they resumed their involvement on
the committee in 2017.

growers are welcome to join the team.
Succession planning is an important consideration for any
Management Committee and the fact that we have couples
involved in our management can be both a strength and a
weakness. There are some current vacancies which need to
be filled and it might be time for our members to look at
volunteering to take up positions on the Committee to give
some current members more time in the garden.

Sue Leers joined the committee in 2018 and
has been a valuable and multiskilled
member looking after the bloom
competition and filling in as needed at
meetings. When help is called for Sue is one
of the first to respond.

The Strathalbyn Garden Club needs additional volunteers as:

Jenny Thomas has been in the secretary’s
chair for 10 years, keeping the minutes in
order and providing an official record of our
meetings. The annual Cavalcade of
Gardens is also in Jenny’s capable hands as
she searches out the gardens, contacts the
owners, prepares the paperwork and
designs the map.






Assistant Treasurer,
Audio Visual Technology Manager,
Club reporter and photographer,

A gopher or two who can step in as and when
required.
Speak to any of the committee members for more details.

3

Neutrog (Nutrients + Organics) - Paul Dipuglia
Paul Dipuglia has been the business development
manager at Neutrog for some 12 years and almost every
year in that time he has been a guest speaker at the
Strathalbyn Garden Club.
Our members have always been interested to learn the
details of the progress of the company and the new
products that have been released. The stories behind the
development of the various fertilisers, the difficulties
encountered and their eventual successful launch into
retail outlets along with the quirky names have all been
entertaining and well presented.
Angus Irwin who began the company in 1988 is still in
control having weathered the various ups and downs of
the economy to be running a multimillion dollar industry
based on chicken poo.
The latest bright idea is to build a Visitor Centre at the
production site to cater for the many local and
international visitors keen to learn about the product and
see it being made. Although the odours emanating from
the production areas may be challenging to overcome.
Whoflungdung is a mulch that feeds the soil, stops the
problem of nitrogen drawdown and is reputed to deter
blackbirds. Initial production was hampered by the need
to compress and wrap the product for sale rather than
pour it into bags so a completely new production line was
needed. Whoflungdung is also available in bulk from
selected outlets.

Paul Dipuglia delivers the goods.

Key facts about Neutrog—All products are based on
chicken manure—the smaller the gut of the animal the
more nutrient in their dung.
The product is composted to a regulated 68 degrees for
three to four months and then steamed to remove any
enduring bacteria. The process also includes screen to
remove any other unwanted rubbish before being
pelletised and packed.
Neutrog is shipped to various countries across the world
and is also used in broadacre farming and viticulture as
well as in parks and public gardens across Australia.

A local delivery in Vietnam

A Rare Fruit Arboretum has been created as a joint
venture with the Rare Fruit Society as a research and
conservation project.

Placing your Neutrog Order
Logon at https://neutrogshop.com.au

Paul’s tips for Garden Health

Using your email address as supplied to Neutrog by
the Garden Club and the password as chosen by you.
If you have forgotten your password follow the
prompts to create a new one.

 Year round fertilising for Garden health
 Neutrog has products to match the seasons as well as
the plants

Place your order on the secure website and pay.
Pickup will be in early August.

 More is not better
 Organic fertilisers do not burn the plants
 Slow release fertilisers break down with water not
heat.

Too easy!
4

Winter Gardening Tips
Soursobs/ Bermuda buttercups/Oxalis pes-caprae
The bane of local gardeners these persistent weeds are hard
to eradicate.
Removal methods could include:
1) Hand pulling them
2) Spot spray with a non-selective herbicide such as
Glyphosate (Roundup/zero etc) . Be careful as chemicals
like this will kill everything they come into contact with

Soil improvement pays with fruit trees
Early winter is an ideal time to improve the health of the soil
under and around your deciduous fruit trees.
The essential ingredients involve garden mulch or compost
along with aged animal manure or chicken manure pellets.
These should be blended and spread in a 3 to 4 cm layer.
Over the winter months this material will be broken down
by a range of soil-borne critters and incorporated into the
top few centimetres of soil.
The end result will be a marked improvement in the water
holding ability of the soil, better aeration and drainage along
with a small but significant improvement in the level of
essential fruit tree nutrients.

3) Try a selective herbicide mixed with a wetting agent such
as Yates Buffalo Pro or Amgrow Bindie. Regular spraying is
required.
Try not to let the weed excessively flower. This is when it is
most likely to produce bulbils which of course leads to more
Rhubarb – balancing sun and shade
weeds. When it comes to controlling sour sobs in a lawn,
In SA, the most productive rhubarb plants are likely to be
there are no quick fixes. Regular mowing so that they don’t
located where they receive full sun through the morning but
excessively flower is helpful .
shade (especially in summer) in the afternoon.
The crowns (thick fleshy roots with a growing point or young
Persistence is the key. However you choose to remove
leaves) take awhile to become established in the garden and
soursobs, do it often in order to win the battle. Remember
that you will no doubt have an extensive collection of bulbs may need protection during winter from snails and weeds.
Rhubarb needs a well drained position. In fact, poorly
and bulbils that will progressively come up during the cold
drained soils are the main reason why rhubarb fails to
months. You want to kill these weeds before they produce
thrive.
bulbils of their own.

Great teamwork from the intrepid volunteers
who braved the cold wet conditions on the
platform at the Strathalbyn train station to
position and fill eight half wine barrels with
straw and potting mix.
They were planted with a mix of cottage
plants including various types of geranium,
bacopa, rosemary, alyssum and straw flowers
which with a little sun and nurturing will soon
fill out to make a pleasing display.
The project was a team effort between
Strathalbyn
Rotary,
the
Woodshed,
SteamRanger and the Strathalbyn Garden
Club.

Composted Pig Manure

SHEEP MANURE for Sale
$5/ bag
$20 collected in a trailer (6X4)
Tania & John Richardson
Woodchester
Phone John: 0429138783

$9.00 per 27 litre bag
Free delivery in Strathalbyn
Phone 8536 2628
Ros 0428 362 628
Brian 0438 362 628
Practically odourless!

We're happy to make your garden
happy!
Spread the word. Delivery available!
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STRATHALBYN GARDEN CLUB
Minutes
General Meeting held Strath Neighbourhood Centre.
Friday 28th May 2021

Meeting commenced: 10am Norma welcomed everyone, good to see you all. Hope everyone has signed
in because of what is happening in Victoria we must not become complacent. COVID Arrangements – keep
distance at Raffle table and morning tea, use sanitiser for both. Please put phones on silent.
Welcome Visitors:

Trinette Riechers, Sharon Crase.

New Members: None

Attendance: 68

Apologies: 13

Lucky Door Prize:

Correspondence:

Jackie Chapman

SNC requesting a donation for the purchase of a defibrillator.

Announcements
June meeting will be our AGM – all positions declared vacant – new committee members welcome.
Nomination forms available from the Treasurer’s table.
Subs due
Reconciliation Event 29th May. Happening at the SNC
Raffle Table, Please label plants and cover pots with plastic bag in order to keep the area clean. No
books or magazines needed as they are the very last to go.
Cups – Please remember to bring your own.
Minutes of the last meeting Friday 23rd April printed in the Newsletter
Moved: M. Jenkins
Seconded: J. Rankine
Business Arising: Nil
Treasurer: - Reported that the Willunga trip was magnificent. A bag left on the bus was claimed. Subs are
starting to come in. Ced moved a motion that we donate $200 to the SNC towards the cost of a
defibrillator. – All in favour, motion carried.
Member’s talk: Tania Richardson advised us that she intends to open her garden on the same day as our
Cavalcade of Gardens on 8th October. This is an independent event, a fund raiser for the Anglican Church
restoration fund. A donation is asked on the day for this cause.
Next Meeting 25th June 2021

AGM
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