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AfricanaMemoirs.net is an online resource to encourage research grounded in Black women's life 
stories. This open access database enhances narrative study and broadens the genres of 
autobiography, memoir, and epistolary writing. Most importantly, this website inspires the next 
generation of authors to read and write life stories for empowerment. 

In the tradition of Sesheta, the Egyptian goddess known as "lady of the house of books," this library 
gathers together a chorus of voices from around the world and Africana women's stories 
are as numerous as the spots on Sesheta's leopard print dress. The main theme of these stories is 
what Anna Julia Cooper calls regeneration. Every woman has an epic story and through life history 
research, we reflect on our past,  locate our inner strength, and project hope for the future. 

The chronological list below offers a sample of 355 Black women’s memoirs, mainly focusing on 
African American women. This booklist of life writing can be supplemented with the 305 books by 
Life Members of the Association of Black Women Historians resource ABWH Booklist. Together, 
these two lists offer a comprehensive entry point to better understanding Black women’s life and 
history in the United States of America. Resources to make this list are below. Enjoy! 

Sources 
Stephanie Y. Evans, Black Women in the Ivory Tower, 1850-1854: An Intellectual History, 2007 

Stephanie Y. Evans, “U.S. Women of Color” (Syllabus), University of Florida, Spring 2010 

Stephanie Y. Evans, “Black Autobiography” (Syllabus), Clark Atlanta University, Spring 2012 

Stephanie Y. Evans, AfricanaMemoirs.net (website), 2013 

Stephanie Y. Evans, Black Passports: Travel Memoirs as Tools for Youth Empowerment, 2014 
 

Mia E. Bay, Farah J. Griffin, Martha S. Jones and Barbara D. Savage, Toward an Intellectual History of 
Black Women, 2015 
 

Melanie Hill, “African American Women Autobiography” (Syllabus), Rutgers University, Fall 2020 

Joycelyn Moody, Ed. A History of African American Autobiography, 2021 

Stephanie Y. Evans, Black Women’s Yoga History: Memoirs of Inner Peace, 2021 

Evans, Stephanie Y. “Letters to Our Daughters: Black Women’s Memoirs as Epistles of Human 
Rights, Healing, and Inner Peace.” In The Black Intellectual Tradition in the United States in the 
Twentieth Century. Cornelius Bynum and Derrick Alridge, eds., 2021. 
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1600s & 1700s  
De Jesus, Ursula. The Souls of Purgatory: The Spiritual Diary of a Seventeenth Century Afro-
Peruvian Mystic, 1650  

Phillis Wheatley, Poems on Various Subjects, 1773 

1800-1865 
Ann and Elizabeth Hart, Letters, (1993), Moira Ferguson, Ed. in The Hart Sisters: Early 
African Caribbean Writers, Evangelicals, and Radicals, 1804 

Rebecca Jackson and Jean McMahon Humez, ed., (1981), Gifts of Power: The Writings of 
Rebecca Jackson, Black Visionary, Shaker Eldress, 1830-1864  
 
Mary Prince and Thomas Pringle, History of Mary Prince, a West Indian Slave, Related by 
Herself, 1831 
 
Maria W. Stewart, Productions of Mrs. Maria W. Stewart, 1835 

Jarena Lee, The Life and Religious Experience of Jarena Lee, A Coloured Lady, Giving an 
Account of Her Call to Preach the Gospel, 1836 

Elleanor Eldridge and Frances Whipple, Memoirs of Elleanor Eldridge, 1838 

Zilpha Elaw, Memoirs of the Life, Religious Experience, Ministerial Travels and Labours of 
Mrs. Zilpha Elaw, an American Female of Colour; Together with Some Account of the Great 
Religious Revivals in America, 1846 

Sojourner Truth and Olive Gilbert, Narrative of Sojourner Truth, 1850 
 
Nancy Prince, A Narrative of the Life and Travels of Mrs. Nancy Prince. Written by Herself, 
1850 
 

http://www.africanamemoirs.net/
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Mary Seacole, The Wonderful Adventures of Mary Seacole in Many Lands, 1857 

Harriet E. Wilson, Our Nig, or, Sketches from the Life of a Free Black: In a Two-Story White 
House, North, Showing That Slavery’s Shadows Fall Even There, 1859 

Eliza Potter, A Hairdresser's Experience in High Life, 1859 

William Craft, Running a Thousand Miles for Freedom; or, the Escape of William and Ellen 
Craft from Slavery, 1860 
 
Harriet Jacobs, Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl, Written by Herself Hiram Mattison, 
Louisa Picquet, the Octoroon, 1861 
 

1865-1900  
Mattie J. Jackson, The Story of Mattie J. Jackson, 1866 

Elizabeth Keckley, Behind the Scenes. Or, Thirty Years a Slave, and Four Years in the White 
House, 1868 

Frances Ellen Watkins Harper, Sketches of a Southern Life, [A Brighter Coming Day: A 
Frances Ellen Watkins Harper Reader, Frances Smith Foster, ed.1990], 1872 
 
Silvia Dubois. A Biografy of the Slav who Whipt Her Mistress and Gand Her Fredom, 1883 

Harriet Tubman, Scenes in the Life of Harriet Tubman as told to Sarah Bradford, 1869; 
Harriet, the Moses of Her People, 1886 

Anna Julia Cooper, A Voice from the South: By a Black Woman of the South, 1892 

Amanda Smith. An Autobiography: The Story of the Lord’s Dealings with Mrs. Amanda 
Smith the Colored Evangelist: Containing an Account of her Life Work of Faith, and Her 
Travels in America, England, Ireland, Scotland, India, and Africa as an Independent 
Missionary, 1893 

Gertrude Mossell, The Work of the Afro-American Woman, 1894 

Kate Drumgoold, A Slave Girl’s Story, Being an Autobiography of Kate Drumgoold, 1898 
 

1900-1950 
Susie King Taylor, Reminiscences of My Life in Camp with the 33rd United States Colored 
Troops Late 1st S.C. Volunteers, 1902 

http://www.africanamemoirs.net/
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Coppin, Fanny Jackson. Reminiscences of School Life, and Hints on Teaching, 1913 

Anita Reynolds, American Cocktail (posthumously), 1922 

Hallie Q. Brown, Homespun Heroines and Other Women of Distinction, 1926 

Baker, Josephine, Fearless and Free, (2024), 1926; Josephine, 1977  

Emma and L. P. Ray, Twice Sold, Twice Ransomed; Autobiography of Mr. And Mrs. L. P. Ray, 
1926 

Juanita Harrison, My Great, Wide, Beautiful World, 1936 

Terrell, Mary Church. A Colored Woman in a White World, 1940 

Zora Neale Hurston, Dust Tracks on a Road, 1942 

Elizabeth Larua Adams. Dark Symphony, 1942 

Dorothy B. Porter, “Early American Negro Writings: A Bibliographical Study” 1945 
 
Era Bell Thompson, American Daughter, 1946 

Eslanda Goode Robeson, African Journey, 1946 

1950-1980 
Lena Horne, In Person, Lena Horne: as Told to Helen Arstein and Carlton Moss, 1950 

Ethel Waters with Charles Samuels, His Eye is on the Sparrow: An Autobiography, 1950 

Era Bell Thompson, Africa, Land of My Fathers: The Story of the Return of a Native Three 
Hundred Years Later, 1954 

Ellen Tarry, The Third Door: Autobiography of An American Negro Woman, 1955 

Marian Anderson, My Lord, What a Morning: An Autobiography, 1956 

Eartha Kitt, Thursday’s Child, 1956 
 
Billie Holiday with William Dufty, Lady Sings the Blues, 1956 
 
Pauli Murray, Proud Shoes: The Story of an American Family, 1956 

Eartha Kitt, Thursday’s Child, 1956, Alone with Me: A New Autobiography (1976), 
Confessions of a Sex Kitten (1991), Rejuvenation: (It’s Never Too Late), 2001 

Althea Gibson and Ed Fitzgerald, I Always Wanted to Be Somebody, 1958 

http://www.africanamemoirs.net/
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Katherine Dunham, A Touch of Innocence: A Memoir of Childhood, 1959 

Poinsette Septima Clark. Echo in My Soul, 1962; Ready from Within, 1987 

Lena Beatrice Morton, My First Sixty Years: Passion for Wisdom, 1965 

Mahalia Jackson, Movin’ on Up, 1966 

Anne Moody, Coming of Age in Mississippi, 1968 

Mary Lou Durling Henderson (Bayless), “The Transcribed Manuscript from the Handwritten 
Memoirs of Rev. Mary Lou (Durling) Henderson (Bayless),” 1969 
 
Lorraine Hansberry, adapted by Robert Nemiroff, To Be Young, Gifted, and Black: Lorraine 
Hansberry in Her Own Words, 1969 
 
Rose Butler Brown and James English, Love My Children: The Education of a Teacher, 1969 

Pearl Bailey. The Raw Pearl, 1969 

Katherine Dunham, Island Possessed, 1969 

Alfreda M. Duster, ed., Crusade for Justice: The Autobiography of Ida B. Wells, 1970 
 
Maya Angelou, I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings, 1970 
 
Toni Cade, The Black Woman, 1970 
 
Shirley Chisholm, Unbought and Unbossed, 1970 
 
Mari Evans, I Am a Black Woman, 1970 
 
Vertamae Grovener, Vibration Cooking, or the Travel Notes of a Geechee Girl, 1970 

Nikki Giovanni, Gemini: An Extended Autobiographical Statement on My First Twenty-Five 
Years of Being a Black Poet, 1971 
 
Gwendolyn Brooks, Report from Part One, 1972 
 
Angela Y. Davis, Angela Davis, an Autobiography, 1974 

Lucille Clifton, Generations, 1976 

Florynce Kennedy, Color Me Flo: My Hard Life and Good Times, 1976 

Wilma Rudolph, Wilma: The Story of Wilma Rudolf, 1977 

http://www.africanamemoirs.net/
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Alice Coltrane Turiyasangitananda, Monument Eternal, 1977 

Barbara Jordan, A Self Portrait, 1978 

Sonia Sanchez, I’ve Been a Woman, 1978 

Frances Smith Foster, Witnessing Slavery: The Development of Ante-Bellum Slave 
Narratives, 1979 

1980-1990 
Audre Lorde, The Cancer Journals, 1980 

Andrea Lee. Russian Journal, 1981 

Audre Lorde, Zami, A New Spelling of My Name, 1982 

Ada “Bricktop” Smith with James Haskins, Bricktop, 1983 

Alice Walker, In Search of Our Mother’s Gardens, 1983 

Grace Nichols, I Is a Long Memoried Woman,  1984 
 
Gloria T. Hull, ed., Give Us Each Day: The Diary of Alice Dunbar-Nelson, 1984 

Joanne M. Braxton, Black Women Writing Autobiography: A Tradition Within a Tradition, 
1984 
 
Dorothy Sterling, ed., We Are Your Sisters: Black Women in the Nineteenth Century, 1984 

Toni Cade Bambara, The Bombing of Osage Avenue, 1986 

Tina Turner, I, Tina, 1986; My Love Story, 2018 

Honor Ford Smith and Sistren, Lionheart Gal: Life Stories of Jamaican Women, 1986 

William L. Andrews, ed., Sisters of the Spirit: Three Black Women’s Autobiographies of the 
Nineteenth Century, 1986 
 
Rita Dove, Thomas and Beulah: Poems, 1986 

Pauli Murray, Song in a Weary Throat: An American Pilgrimage, 1987 

Miriam Makeba with James Hall, Makeba: My Story, 1987 

Robinson, Jo Ann. The Montgomery Bus Boycott and the Women Who Started It, 1987 

Assata Shakur, An Autobiography, 1987 

http://www.africanamemoirs.net/
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Ruby Dee, My One Good Nerve, 1987 

Sara Lawrence Lightfoot, Balm in Gilead: Journey of a Healer, 1988 

Charity Adams Earley, One Woman’s Army: A Black Officer Remembers the WAC, 1989 

Regie Heard and Bonnie Lanenhahn, Regie’s Love: A Daughter of Former Slaves Recalls 
and Reflects, 1989 

Bebe Moore Campbell, Sweet Summer: Growing Up With and Without My Dad, 1989 

1990-2000 
Nina Simone, I Put a Spell on You: The Autobiography of Nina Simone, 1991 

Henry Louis Gates, et al., eds., The Schomburg Library of Nineteenth-Century Black 
Women Writers, 1988, 1991 
 
Lorene Cary, Black Ice, 1991 
 
Sistren Collective and Rhonda Cobham, Belly Woman Bangarang, 1991 

Melton A. McLaurin, Celia, A Slave: A True Story, 1991 

Patricia Bell-Scott et al., eds., Double Stitch: Black Women Write About Mothers and 
Daughters, 1991 

Yelena Khanga and Susan Jacob, Soul to Soul: The Story of a Black Russian American 
Family: 1865–1992, 1992 
 
Elaine Brown, A Taste of Power: A Black Woman’s Story, 1992 

Rosa Parks, My Story, 1992 

Anna Deveare Smith, Twilight Los Angeles, 1992, 1994 

Assata Shakur, Dhoruba Bin Wahad, et al., Still Black, Still Strong: Survivors of the U.S. War 
against Black Revolutionaries, 1993 
 
King, Coretta Scott. My Life with Martin Luther King, Jr., 1993 

Frances Smith Foster, Written by Herself: Literary Production by African American Women, 
1746–1892, 1993 

Sadie and Bessie Delany, Having Our Say, 1993 

Judith Jamison, Dancing Spirit: An Autobiography, 1993 

http://www.africanamemoirs.net/
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Bernice Johnson Reagon, We Who Believe in Freedom: Sweet Honey in the Rock . . . Still on 
the Journey, 1993 

Lessing, Doris May. African Laughter: Four Visits to Zimbabwe, 1993 

Natasha Tarpley, ed., Testimony: Young African-Americans on Self-Discovery and Black 
Identity, 1994 
 
Melba Patillo Beals, Warriors Don’t Cry: A Searing Memoir of the Battle to Integrate Little 
Rock’s Central High, 1994 
 
Shirlee Taylor Haizlip, The Sweeter the Juice: A Family Memoir in Black and White, 1994 
 
Marsha Hunt, Repossessing Ernestine: A Granddaughter Uncovers the Secret of Her 
American Family, 1994 

Chaney Allen, I’m Black and I’m Sober, 1994 

Gaines, Patrice. Laughing in the Dark: From Colored Girl to Woman of Color—A Journey 
from Prison to Power, 1994 

Nichele Nichols, Beyond Uhura: Star Trek and Other Memories, 1994 

Sistah Soulja, No Disrespect, 1994 

Patricia Bell-Scott, ed., Life Notes: Personal Writings by Contemporary Black Women, 1994 

Judy Scales-Trent, Notes of a White Black Woman: Race, Color, Community, 1995 
 
Miriam DeCosta-Willis, ed., The Memphis Diary of Ida B. Wells: An Intimate Portrait of the 
Activist as a Young Woman, 1995 
 
Dorothy Porter, ed., Early Negro Writing, 1995 

Dympna Ugwu-Oju. What Will My Mother Say?” A Tribal African Girl Comes of Age in 
America, 1995 

Etta James, Rage to Survive: The Etta James Story, 1995 

Robin Quivers. Quivers: A Life, 1995 

Faith Ringgold, We Flew over the Bridge: The Memoirs of Faith Ringgold, 1995 

Diana Ross, Secrets of a Sparrow, 1995 

Beverly Guy-Sheftall, Words of Fire: An Anthology of African-American Feminist Thought, 
1995 

http://www.africanamemoirs.net/
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Judy Scales-Trent, Notes of a White Black Woman: Race, Color, Community, 1995 

Dorothy West, The Richer, the Poorer: Stories, Sketches, and Reminiscences, 1995 

Nike Davies, The Woman with the Artistic Brush, 1995 

Nell Irvin Painter, Sojourner Truth: A Life, a Symbol, 1996 

Wade-Gayles, Gloria. Rooted Against the Wind, 1996 

bell hooks, Bone Black: Memories of Girlhood, 1996 

Janet Harmon Bragg as told to Marjorie M. Kriz, Soaring above the Setbacks: African 
American Aviator, 1996 

The Lady Chablis, Hiding My Candy, 1996 

Evelyne Accad, Wounding Words, 1996 

Joycelyn Elders, From Sharecropper’s Daughter to Surgeon General of the United States of 
America, 1996 

Norma Miller and Evette Jensen, Swingin’ at the Savoy: The Memoir of a Jazz Dancer, 1996 

Toi Derricotte, The Black Notebooks: An Interior Journey, 1997 

Colleen McElroy, A Long Way from St. Louie, 1997 

Anita Hill, Speaking Truth to Power: A Memoir, 1997 

Jackie Joyner-Kersee, A Kind of Grace: An Autobiography of the World’s Greatest Female 
Athlete, 1997 

Toi Derricotte, The Black Notebooks: An Interior Journey, 1997 

Gwendolyn Parker, Trespassing: My Sojourn in the Halls of Privilege, 1997 

Jill Nelson, Straight, No Chaser: How I Became a Grown-Up Black Woman, 1997 

Rosemary Bray, Unafraid of the Dark: A Memoir, 1998 
 
Bell-Scott, Patricia and Juanita Johnson-Bailey. Flat-Footed Truths: Telling Black Women’s 
Lives, 1998. 

Ossie Davis, and Ruby Dee. This Life Together: With Ossie and Ruby, 1998 

Constance Baker Motley, Equal Justice Under the Law: An Autobiography, 1998 

Gayle Pemberton, The Hottest Water in Chicago, 1998 

http://www.africanamemoirs.net/
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Rose-Marie Toussaint, Never Question the Miracle: A Surgeon’s Story, 1998 

Williams White, Susie Mae. Determined in Spite Of . . .,1998 

Faye Wattleton, Life on the Line, 1998 

Meri Nana-Ama Danquah, Willow Weep for Me, 1998 

Lani Guinier, Lift Every Voice: Turning a Civil Rights Setback into a New Vision of Social 
Justice, 1998 

Chana Kai Lee, For Freedom’s Sake: The Life of Fannie Lou Hamer, 1999 
 
Aretha Franklin, From These Roots, 1999 

Farah Jasmine Griffin, ed., Beloved Sisters and Loving Friends: Letters from Rebecca 
Primus of Royal Oak, Maryland and Addie Brown of Hartford, Connecticut, 1854–1868, 
1999 

Marian Wright Edelman, Lanterns: A Memoir of Mentors, 1999 

Adele Logan Alexander, Homelands and Waterways: The American Journey of the Bond 
Family, 1846-1926, 1999 

Rachel Bagby, Divine Daughters: Liberating the Power and Passion of Women’s Voices, 
1999 

Joan Morgan, When Chickenheads Come Home to Roost: A Hip Hop Feminist Breaks it 
Down, 1999 

Estalla Conwill Majozo, Come Out the Wilderness: Memoir of a Black Woman Artist, 1999 

2000-2010 
June Jordan, Soldier: A Poet’s Childhood, 2000 

Angel Kyodo Williams, Being Black: Zen and the Art of Living with Fearlessness and Grace, 
2000 

Mary Wilson, Dreamgirl and Supreme Faith: My Life as a Supreme, 2000 

Queen Latifah, Ladies First: Revelations of a Strong Woman, 2000 

D. Pinkney, Let It Shine: Stories of Black Women Freedom Fighters, 2000 
 
Margo V. Perkins, Autobiography as Activism: Three Black Women of the Sixties, 2000 

http://www.africanamemoirs.net/
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Joycelyn Moody, Sentimental Confessions: Spiritual Narratives of Nineteenth-Century 
African American Women, 2000 

Andrea Young, Life Lessons My Mother Taught Me: Universal Values from Extraordinary 
Times, 2000 

Barbara Smith, The Truth That Never Hurts: Writings on Race, Gender, and Freedom, 2000 

Angela Nissel, The Broke Diaries: The Completely True and Hilarious Misadventures of a 
Good Girl Gone Broke, 2001 
 
Rebecca Walker, Black, White, and Jewish: Autobiography of a Shifting Self, 2001 

Marilyn Nelson, Carver: A Life in Poems, 2001 

Richard Douglass-Chin, Preacher Woman Sings the Blues: The Autobiographies of 
Nineteenth-Century African American Evangelists, 2001 
Jemison, Mae. Find Where the Wind Blows: Moments from My Life, 2001 

Oliver, Kitty. Multicolored Memories of a Black Southern Girl, 2001 

Cornelia Walker Bailey, God, Dr. Buzzard, and the Bolito Man: A Saltwater Geechee Talks 
About Life on Sapelo Island, Georgia, 2001 

Nikki Grimes, Talkin’ About Bessie: The Story of Aviator Elizabeth Coleman, 2002 
 
Karla F. C. Holloway, Passed On: African American Mourning Stories: A Memorial, 2002 
 
Dionne Brand, Map to the Door of No Return: Notes to Belonging, 2001 

Ilyasa Shabazz. Growing Up X, 2002 

Dona L. Irvin, I Hope I Look That Good When I’m That Old, 2002 

Ali, Laila. Reach: Finding Strength, Spirit, and Personal Power, 2002 

Caterhine E. McKinley, The Book of Sarahs: A Family in Parts, 2002 

Dorothy Height, Open Wide the Freedom Gates: A Memoir, 2003 

Verrett, Shirley. I Never Walked Alone, 2003 

Trudier Harris, Summer Snow: Reflections from a Black Daughter of the South, 2003 
 
Russell John Rickford, Betty Shabazz: A Remarkable Story of Survival and Faith Before and 
After Malcolm X, 2003 

http://www.africanamemoirs.net/
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Barbara Ransby, Ella Baker and the Black Freedom Movement: A Radical Democratic 
Vision, 2003 
 
Jean McMahon Humez, Harriet Tubman: The Life and the Life Stories, 2003 
 
Carroll Parrott Blue, The Dawn at My Back: Memoir of a Black Texas Upbringing, 2003 
 
Meri Nana-Ama Danquah, Shaking the Tree: A Collection of New Fiction and Memoir by 
Black Women, 2003 
 
Johnnie M. Stover, Rhetoric and Resistance in Black Women’s Autobiography, 2003 

Thylias Moss, Slave Moth: A Narrative in Verse, 2004 
 
Alexis De Veaux, Warrior Poet: A Biography of Audre Lorde, 2004 
 
Hilda Jarman Muir, Very Big Journey: My Life As I Remember It, 2004 
 
Evelyn C. White, Alice Walker: A Life, 2004 

Maya Angelou, The Collected Autobiographies of Maya Angelou, 2004 

Cruz, Celia. CELIA, My Life: An Autobiography, 2004 

Johnson, Paula. Inner Lives: Voices of African American Women in Prison, 2004 

Rita Marley, No Woman, No Cry, 2004 

Williams, Patricia. Open House: Of Family, Friends, Food, Piano Lessons, and the Search 
for a Room of My Own, 2005 

Karrine Steffans, Confessions of a Video Vixen: An Eye-Opening Memoir of Survival, Abuse, 
and Redemption in the Music Industry, 2005 

Essie Mae Washington-Williams and William Stadium, Dear Senator: A Memoir by the 
Daughter of Strom Thurmond, 2005 
 
Sonsyrea Tate, Little X: Growing Up in the Nation of Islam, 2005 

Williams, Venus & Serena. Serving from the Hip – 10 rules for Living, Loving, and Winning, 
2005 

Santana, Deborah. Space Between the Stars: My Journey to an Open Heart, 2005 

http://www.africanamemoirs.net/
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June Cross, Secret Daughter: A Mixed-Race Daughter and the Mother Who Gave Her Away, 
2006 
Angela Nissel, Mixed: My Life in Black and White, 2006 
 
Kym Ragusa, The Skin Between Us: A Memoir of Race, Beauty and Belonging, 2006 
 
Thulani Davis, My Confederate Kinfolk: A Twenty-First Century Freedwoman Discovers Her 
Roots, 2006 
 
DoVeanna S. Fulton Minor, Speaking Power: Black Feminist Orality in Women’s Narratives 
of Slavery, 2006 
 
Karla F. C. Holloway, BookMarks: Reading in Black and White, 2006 

Ilibagiza, Immaculee. Left to Tell: Discovering God Amidst the Rwandan Holocaust, 2006 

Davis, Thulani. My Confederate Kinfolk, 2006 

Wangari Maathai, Unbowed: A Memoir, 2006 

Rita Williams, If the Creek Don't Rise: My Life Out West with the Last Black Widow of the 
Civil War, 2006 

Hunter-Gault, Charlayne. New News Out of Africa: Uncovering Africa’s Renaissance, 2007 

Thomas, Claudia Lynn. God Spare Life: An Autobiography, 2007 

Govender, Pregs. Love and Courage: A Story of Insubordination, 2007 

Bliss Broyard, One Drop: My Father’s Hidden Life – A Story of Race and Family Secrets, 
2007 
 
Saidiya Hartman, Lose Your Mother: A Journey Along the Atlantic Slave Route, 2007 
 
Miriam Fuchs and Craig Howes, eds., Teaching Life Writing Texts, 2007 

Edwidge Danticat, Brother, I’m Dying, 2007 

Michelle Cliff, If I Could Write This in Fire I Would Write This in Fire, 2008 
 
Harriet A. Jacobs and Jean Fagan Yellin, The Harriet Jacobs Family Papers, 2008 
 
Lois Brown, Pauline Elizabeth Hopkins: Black Daughter of the Revolution, 2008 
 
Annette Gordon-Reed, The Hemingses of Monticello: An American Family, 2008 
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Gretchen Holbrook Gerzina, Mr. and Mrs. Prince: How an Extraordinary Eighteenth-Century 
Family Moved Out of Slavery and into Legend, 2008 
 
Tharps, Lori. Kinky Gazpacho: Life, Love & Spain, 2008 

Denton, Sandy Pepa. Let’s Talk about PEP: The Salt-n-Pepa Superstar Tells It How It Is, 2008 

Leslie, Lisa. Don’t Let the Lipstick Fool You, 2008 

Vivian Stringer, Standing Tall: A Memoir of Tragedy and Triumph, 2008 

Willis, Jan. Dreaming Me: Black, Baptist, and Buddhist, 2008 

Brown, Marvelyn. The Naked Truth: Young Beautiful, and (HIV) Positive, 2008 

Carroll, Diahann. Legs Are the Last to Go: Aging, Acting, Marrying and Other Things I 
Learned the Hard Way, 2008 

Bassett, Angela, and Vance, Courtney. Friends: A Love Story, 2009 

Dovey Johnson Roundtree and Kate McCabe, Justice Older Than the Law, 2009 

Marshall, Paule. Triangular Road: A Memoir, 2009 

Armstrong, Stephanie Covington. Not all Black Girls Know How to Eat, 2009 

Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf, This Child Will Be Great: Memoir of a Remarkable Life by Africa’s First 
Woman President, 2009 

Staceyann Chin, The Other Side of Paradise: A Memoir, 2009 

Assegid, Yene. Butterflies Over Africa, 2009 

Rita Dove, Sonata Mulattica: A Life in Five Movements and a Short Play, 2009 

Paula J. Giddings, Ida: A Sword Among Lions, Ida B. Wells and the Campaign Against 
Lynching, 2009 
 
Petry, Elizabeth. At Home Inside: A Daughter’s Tribute to Ann Petry, 2009 

2010-2015 
Rebecca Skloot, The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks, 2010 
 
Natasha Trethewey, Beyond Katrina, 2010 
 
Pam Grier and Andrea Cagan, Foxy: My Life in Three Acts, 2010 
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O’Neal, Lucille. Walk Like You Have Somewhere to Go, 2010 

Vine, Carolyn. Black and Abroad: Traveling Beyond the Limitations of Identity, 2010 

Isabel Wilkerson, The Warmth of Other Suns: The Epic Story of America’s Great Migration, 
2010 
 
DoVeanna S. Fulton Minor and Reginald H. Pitts, eds., Speaking Lives, Authoring Texts: 
Three African American Women’s Oral Slave Narratives, 2010 

Susanna Ashton, I Belong to South Carolina: South Carolina Slave Narratives, 2010 
 
Davis, Belva. Never in My Wildest Dreams: A Black Woman’s Life in Journalism, 2010 

Duster, Michelle. Ida Abroad, 2010 

Jones, Marion. On the Right Track: Olympic Downfall to Finding Forgiveness and the 
Strength to Overcome and Succeed, 2010 

Cole, Natalie. Love Brought Me Back, 2010 

Marion Jones, On the Right Track: From Olympic Downfall to Finding Forgiveness and the 
Strength to Overcome and Succeed, 2010 

Johnson, Ella Mae Cheeks. It is Well With My Soul, 2010 

Ann Nixon Cooper, A Century and Some Change: My Life Before the President Called My 
Name, 2010 

Gail Harris, A Woman’s War: The Professional and Personal Journey of the 

Navy’s First African American Female Intelligence Officer, 2010 

Dionne Warwick, My Life as I See It, 2010 

Ahuvah Gray, Journey to the Land of My Soul, 2010 

Leah Chase, And Still I Cook, 2011 

Zeta Elliott, Stranger in the Family, 2011 

Condoleezza Rice, Memoir of My Extraordinary, Ordinary Family and Me (2011); No Higher 
Honor: A Memoir of the Washington Years, 2011 

Sylvia Harris, Long Shot: My Bipolar Life and the Horses that Saved Me, 2011 

Ntozake Shange, lost in language & sound: or how i found my way to the arts, 2011 
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Rhondda Robinson Thomas, ed., A Nickel and a Prayer: The Autobiography of Jane Edna 
Hunter, 2011 
 
Roxane Gay, Ayiti, 2011 

Issa Rae, The Misadventures of Awkward Black Girl,  2011 

Charlotte Pierce Baker, This Fragile Life: A Mother’s Story of a Bipolar Son, 2012 
 
Mariama Ba, So Long a Letter, 2012 
 
Cherene Sherrard-Johnson, Dorothy West’s Paradise: A Biography of Class and Color, 2012 
 
Caroline A. Streeter, Tragic No More: Mixed-Race Women and the Nexus of Sex and 
Celebrity, 2012 
 
Carla L. Peterson, Black Gotham: A Family History of African Americans in Nineteenth-
Century New York City, 2012 

Henry Louis Gates, Finding Your Roots: The Public Broadcasting Service Series, 2012 

Gabrielle Douglas, Grace, Gold, and Glory: My Leap of Faith, 2012 

Kamala Easton, Autobiography of a Yogini: A Black Woman's Love Affair with Her Guru, 
2012 

Letty Chihoro, Loving Me: Reclaiming My Power, 2012 

Bettye LaVette, A Woman Like Me, 2012 

Layli Maparyan, The Womanist Idea, 2012 

Dorothy Cotton, If your Back’s Not Bent: The Role of the Citizenship Education Program in 
the Civil Rights Movement, 2012 

Robbin Alston, The Art of Feeling Good: The Power of Àse Yoga, 2012 

Peggielene Bartels and Eleanor Herman, King Peggy: A American Secretary, Her Royal 
Destiy, and the Inspiring Story of How She Changed an African Village, 2012 

Carole Boyce Davies, Caribbean Spaces: Escape from Twilight Zones, 2013 

Emma Johnston, Bull City Survivor: Standing Up to a Hard Life in a Southern City, 2013 

Adrian Matejka, The Big Smoke, 2013 
 
Maya Angelou, Mom and Me and Mom, 2013 
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Jesmyn Ward, Men We Reaped: A Memoir, 2013 

Ytasha Womak, Afrofuturism: The World of Black Sci-Fi and Fantasy Culture, 2013 

Emily Raboteau, Searching for Zion: The Quest for home in the African Diaspora, 2013 

Karsonya Wise Whitehead, ed., Notes from a Colored Girl: The Civil War Pocket Diaries of 
Emilie Frances Davis, 2014 

Tracey Davis with Nina Bunche Pierce, Sammy Davis, Jr.: A Personal Journey with My Father, 
2014 
 
Jacqueline Woodson, Brown Girl Dreaming, 2014 
 
Roberts, Robin. Everybody’s Got Something, 2014 
 
Roxane Gay, Bad Feminist: Essays, 2014 
 
Pearl Cleage, Things I Should Have Told My Daughter: Lies, Lessons and Love Affairs, 2014 
 
Janet Mock, Redefining Realness: My Path to Womanhood, Identity, Love and So Much 
More, 2014 
 
Linda Janet Holmes, A Joyous Revolt: Toni Cade Bambara, Writer and Activist, 2014 
 
Jessye Norman, Stand Up Straight and Sing!, 2014 

Stacy Butler, They Called Me Queen B, 2014 

Anita Reynolds, American Cocktail: A “Colored Girl” in the World, 2014  

2015-2025 
Treasure Shields Redmond, Chop: a collection of kwansabas for fannie lou hamer, 2015 
 
Elizabeth Alexander, The Light of the World: A Memoir, 2015 
 
Tracy K. Smith, Ordinary Light: A Memoir, 2015 

Margo Jefferson, Negroland: A Memoir, 2015 
 
Shonda Rhimes, Year of Yes: How to Dance It Out, Stand in the Sun and Be Your Own 
Person, 2015 
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Grace Jones, I’ll Never Write My Memoirs, 2015 

Peggy Caravantes, The Many Faces of Josephine Baker: Dancer, Singer, Activist, Spy, 2015 
 
Parks, Rosa. (Sheila McCauley Kyes and Eddie Allen, Jr.) Our Auntie Rosa: The Family of 
Rosa Parks Remembers Her Life and Lessons, 2015 

Barbara McCaskill, Love, Liberation, and Escaping Slavery: William and Ellen Craft in 
Cultural Memory, 2015 
 
Lezley McSpadden and Lyah Beth LeFlore, Tell the Truth & Shame the Devil: The Life, 
Legacy, and Love of My Son Michael Brown, 2016 
 
Beyoncé Knowles, Lemonade, 2016 
 
Christina E. Sharpe, In the Wake: On Blackness and Being, 2016 
 
Angela Ann Ards, Words of Witness: Black Women’s Autobiography in the Post-Brown Era, 
2016 
 
Jesmyn Ward, The Fire This Time: A New Generation Speaks About Race, 2017 

Roxane Gay, Hunger: A Memoir of (My) Body, 2017 

Brittany Cooper, Susanna M. Morris, Robin M. Boylorn, The Crunk Feminist Collection, 
2017 

Jessica B. Harris, My Soul Looks Back: A Memoir, 2017 

Jenifer Lewis, Mother of Black Hollywood: A Memoir, 2017 

Tiffany Haddish, The Last Black Unicorn, 2017 

Gabrielle Union, We’re Going to Need More Wine, 2017 

Betty Reid Soskin, Sign My Name to Freedom: A Memoir of a Pioneering Life, 2018 

Brittney Cooper, Eloquent Rage: A Black Feminist Discovers Her Superpower, 2018 

Halifu Osumare, Dancing Blackness: A Memoir, 2018 

Zora Neale Hurston, Barracoon: The Story of the Last “Black Cargo,” 2018 
 
Michelle Obama, Becoming, 2018 

Patrisse Khan-Cullors, Asha Bandele, and Angela Y. Davis, When They Call You a Terrorist: A 
Black Lives Matter Memoir, 2018 
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Glory Edim, Well-Read Black Girl, 2018 

Sarah M. Broom, The Yellow House, 2019 

Kathleen Collins and Nina Lorez Collins, ed., Notes from a Black Woman’s Diary: Selected 
Works of Kathleen Collins, 2019 
 
Saidiya V. Hartman, Wayward Lives, Beautiful Experiments: Intimate Histories of Social 
Upheaval, 2019 
 
Tenisha Ford, Dressed in Dreams: A Black Girl’s Love Letter to the Power of Fashion, 2019 

Edna Lewis, The Taste of Country Cooking, 2020 

Mikki Kendall, Hood Feminism: Notes From the Women That a Movement Forgot, 2020 

Michele Harper, The Beauty in Breaking: A Memoir, 2020 

Kamala Harris, The Truths We Hold: An American Journey, 2020 

Katherine Johnson, My Remarkable Journey: A Memoir, 2021 

Cicely Tyson, Just As I Am, 2021 

Mashama Bailey and John O. Marisano, Black, White, and The Grey: The Story of an 
Unexpected Friendship and a Beloved Restaurant, 2021 

Barbara Chase-Riboud, I Always Knew: A Memoir, 2022 

Tiffany Green-Abdullah, The Bean Pie: A Remembering of our Family’s Faith, Fortitude, & 
Forgiveness, 2022 

Viola Ford Fletcher, Don’t Let Them Bury My Story: The Oldest Living Survivor of the Tulas 
Race Massacre in Her Own Words, 2023 

Alice Randall, My Black Country: A Journey Through Country Music's Black Past, Present, 
and Future, 2024 

Martha Jones, The Trouble of Color: An American Family Memoir, 2025 

Beverly Guy-Sheftall, Black! Feminist! Free: Selected Writings, Interviews, and Speeches, 
2025 
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