
Skagit County Fire District 9

16818 W. Big Lake Blvd

Mount Vernon, WA 98274

Meeting Minutes

March 14, 2022
The meeting of the Board of Fire Commissioners of Skagit County Fire District #9 was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Commissioner Thomson.  The next business meeting is scheduled for Monday, April 11th at 6:00 p.m.  The meeting minutes of February 7th were approved as modified.  Present were Commissioner Gubrud (Zoom), Commissioner Thomson, Commissioner McMahan, Chief Berg, Assistant Chief Miner and Secretary Berg.  Firefighters Phill Zimmerman and Mark Redis (Zoom) along with community members Andrea Xaver and Barb Zimmerman (Zoom) were also present.   
Correspondence:  N/A
Old Business:  

Newsletter –The next newsletter will be sent out sometime in April.
Nookachamps Development – Last month Commissioner McMahan spoke with Fire District 4’s commissioner John Matterand about Fire District 9 responding to the area of Nookachamps that actually belongs to Fire District 4.  Commissioner Matterand stated that he would like to wait until April when Commissioner Friend would be back in town.  Commissioner McMahan also spoke with the treasurer from the Nookachamps HOA and they will discuss at their next meeting.  Commissioner McMahan also spoke with Roger Ferris from the WFCA about the annexation process.  Those in the HOA that are in Fire District 4 would have to leave Fire District 4 and then be annexed into Fire District 9.  After a brief discussion, Commissioner McMahan made a motion that we stop providing service to Fire District 4’s area in Nookachamps on May 1st and notify the property owners the reasons why.  Commissioner Gubrud seconded.  After more discussion, the motion passed unanimously.   Commissioner McMahan would also like to have a proposal to give Fire District 4 in order for Fire District 9 to continue to provide service to that area.  He is thinking along the lines of having Fire District 4 pay Fire District 9 the same rate that Fire District 9 tax payers pay. Commissioner McMahan will write up the letters and forward to the Secretary to send to the other commissioners.  
Sales Tax Justification – Commissioner McMahan is still waiting to hear back from Skagit 911.
Apparatus Replacement Program – Commissioner McMahan is working on and will have it for next month.
Septic System – Station Two needs to have some maintenance done on the drain field for the septic system.  The tanks are scheduled to be pumped and checked to make sure there aren’t any cracks.
Masking – WFCA sent out an email stating the current masking requirements.  

Call Report – Secretary Berg gave an update on the call volume 2022.  We have responded to 51 calls so far this year.  
New Business:  N/A
Chief’s Report: 
· The DNR agreement has been signed.  It looks like they will be starting here in May.  Chief Berg did let them know we would consider a longer-term agreement in the future instead of having to sign it annually.  
· Hose and ladder testing were completed last week.
· Pinning date is May 1st at 2:00 p.m.
· Community garage sale is May 14th 8am to 4pm.  Chief Berg will get a surplus list for the May meeting for the commissioners to approve.
· Ladder truck heads are back on and they are making progress getting it back together. 
· E-911 needs new tires. The tires will cost $5,600.  E-921 is also in need of new tires this year.
· Captain Klinefelter turned in for the DNR matching grant.
· Assistant Chief Miner has given his notice of retirement effective September 30th.  
· The old station has a water leak.
Assistant Chief Report: 
· Assistant Chief Miner has completed the officer job descriptions and given them to Chief Berg.
· Assistant Chief Miner gave an update on the scheduling calendar versus actual response from Emergency Reporting.  
· Assistant Chief Miner gave a report on the mutual aid we provided last year (and the previous four years). 
Public Comments:  N/A
Executive Session:  N/A
Good of the Order:  Firefighter Zimmerman asked about the microphone and Commissioner Thomson said to go ahead and buy one for the District.   Commissioner McMahan let the board know that he did get a new job in Arizona but he will be commuting back and forth.  Commissioner Thomson thanked Chief Berg for giving a tour to some new residents.
Commissioner Gubrud made a motion to approve payroll check #’s 3727-3734 and EFTPS in the amount of $4,102.05 and accounts payable check #s 3735-3766 in the amount of $26,304.43. Commissioner McMahan seconded.  Motion passed unanimously.  

Meeting adjourned at 8:07 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

____________________




___________________________

Tracy Berg, Secretary




Bruce Thomson, Commissioner Chair


