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Introduction

Il n recent year s, |l 6ve been researching
beganthisresedic when | de citdoagsiderimiisalftto bk anhanest d n 6
seeker of truth when | was deliberately avoiding such research. This document
provides my findings, complete with sources, that you may check the full context

of each. This is a very sensitive topic for many people. Uspldaand unwelcome

i nformation usually arrives with painful

the information you find here may do the same. | will recount some of my own

experiences to help you out inthatregard. d on 6t want burml see t he

want to see it improved but that would require honesty about its past.

Sources

Before | aunching into the materi al It sel

archived most of the links atchive.isin case they change. | will sometimes link
to highlighted screenshots on imgur first, to aid in locating the quote.

In a recent push for open information, the church has published a series of First
Presidencyapproved essays on lds.ofidne list is proviéd atthis Ids.org link

Elder M. RussellBallardhasd vi sed t hat teachers fAknow
essayslikeyok now t he backistlkisfgundiaDesdraatiNews 6 H

fiThe purpose of these essaybjch have been approved by the First Presidency and the Quorum of
Twelve Apostleshas been to gather accurate information from no#fifgrent sources and publications

and place it in the Gospel Topics section of LDS.org, where the material can more easily be acces
and studied by Church members and other interested parties.

lds.org- Gospel Topics EssayBeseret Newalso confirms First Presidency approval)

Al think in the pokeepa lotbféhe recordsclwsedior dt leastaha give gccess
information. But the world has changed in the last genetwith the access to information on the
I nternet, we candt continue that pattern; |

~Elder Snow, Church Historian, 20181axwellinstitute.byu.eduTruth in Church History

| Bfrequently referenc€AIR Mormon(FAIR). Their goal is tgrovidefaithful

answes to difficult topicsDeseret Newexplains thatthefie ngage even t he
chall engi ng i s s uegdflindsay.canis dnathet apdlogist sitena nner .

josephsmithpapers.org run by the Church History Department, as indicated at
the bottom of their main page. The site is introduceltisrorg

g

f

t

(


http://www.archive.is/
https://www.lds.org/topics/essays?lang=eng
http://www.deseretnews.com/article/865648793/An-evening-with-a-General-Authority-Elder-Ballard.html?pg=all
http://www.fairmormon.org/
http://www.deseretnews.com/article/865633482/A-rich-buffet-of-faith-building-presentations.html?pg=all
http://www.jefflindsay.com/BMEvidences.shtml
http://josephsmithpapers.org/
https://www.lds.org/church/news/joseph-smith-papers-available-on-new-site?lang=eng
https://www.lds.org/topics/essays?lang=eng
http://www.deseretnews.com/article/865592128/LDS-Church-enhances-web-pages-on-its-history-doctrine.html?pg=all
http://maxwellinstitute.byu.edu/truth-in-church-history-excerpts-from-the-religious-educators-qa-with-elder-steven-snow/

Part One: The Scriptures 5

The Book of Mormon

It almost goes without saying that for Mormonism to be true, the Book of Mormon

needs to be authentic. Il n this first (anct
againstthéoolkd s aut henti ci ty, Iinithe @it sadirces dosephos si bl
may have drawn fr om, and Josephods abil it

Joseph Smith Sr. and thelree of Life

Towards the beginning of my research, I I
father had a dream which was remarkably s
the Book of MormonJosephsmithpapers.opgovides us with the dream, which

was recorded by Joseph Jr. 6s mother, Luc)
follows, did Joseph borrow his fatheraoos
Joseph Smith Sr Book of Mormon (1830)
'l was travelling iran open desolate fieddo 1 Nephi 8:9 fil behelda large and spacious
field.o
fil came toa narrow pathThis path | entered, 1 Nephi 8:13,20 i 11deheld a river of water
and, when | had traveled a little way inlit, €0

beheld a beautiful stream of waten 201 also bédeld a strait andarrow patté o

HeRelda beautiful stream of water. | could | 1 Nephi 8:19 fil beheld a rod of iron, and it

A [
see a rope running al| extended along the bank of the river € 0

fiand beyond mé stood a treesuch as | had 1 Nephi 8:1012 i i10And it came to pass that
never seen befer: arit bore a kind of fruit beheld a tree, whose fruit was desirable to mal
€ as white, or whiter than snow: [l beganto | one happy. 0
eat of it and | found idelicious beyond
descriptioné | said in my art,| cannot eat
this alone, | must bring my wife and children
that they may partake with mé.o

11 And it came to pass that | did go forth and
partake of the fruit thereof; and | beheld that it
was most sweet, above all that | ever before
tasted. Yea, and | beldethat the fruit thereof was
white, to exceed all the whiteness that | had ev
seen.

12 And as | partook of the fruit thereof it filled
my soul with exceedingly great joy; wherefore,
began to be desirous that my family should
partake of it also; &€



http://josephsmithpapers.org/paperSummary/lucy-mack-smith-history-1845?p=60&highlight=Royalton
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/1-ne/8.9?lang=eng#p8
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/1-ne/8.13%2C20?lang=eng#p12
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/1-ne/8.19?lang=eng#p18
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/1-ne/8.10-12?lang=eng#p9

Al beheld a spacious buildig which building | 1 Nephi 8:2627,337 i26é a gr eat
appeared to reach to the very heavéingas full | spacious building; and it stood as it were in the
of € people that were very finely dresséd: air, high above the earth.

they .‘fr?'“ltled the f'”gfé."f Scomtat o a”f' ”e"’t‘ 27 And it was filledwith people, both old and
us with ali manner ot disrespect and contemp young, both male and female; and their manne

But their conturaly we utterly disregarded. ¢ of dress was exceedingly fine; and they were i
the attitude of mocking and pointing their finge
towards those who had come at and were
partaking of the fruit.

33 ébut wem hneoetd edd t he

fil soonturned to my guide, and inquired of him 1 Nephi 11:2122 i i2l1é K n o theushe
the meaning of the fruitle told meit was the meaning of the tree which thy father saw?
pure love of Goet 0

22 And | answered him, saying: Yea, it is the
|l ove of (Gbds ¥€® a par
not Lehi 6s)

Aside from minor differenes, the dreams are the same, and are even described
similarly. Lehi and Joseph Smith Sr. bot!l
Both describe the inhabitants as being finely dressed and pointing fingers.

Apologists: FAIR mentiors thatLucy dictated the dreamm 1845 and suggest #ti
her account was influenced by language used in the Book of Mormonp®hey
outt hat yod doasaéph @wingfhenrofi plagiarizangscreenshgt

My ResponseThedetail present n Lucy 6s a thatehe ldtaccess ggest s
toJoseph Smith SrShé&rscounts motetofehis dreams; each qust .

as detailed. Two of these dreams are also provided at josephsmithpapers.org. In

thefirst, Lucy (in 1845) specifically says t hi
Ain his own words. o This shows that Lucy
accounts. When erhet aloeay diti m etmesnbown wor d
second drear(l* page 2" pag8, Lucy still gives extreme details, such as

describinggarden walks as 3.5 feet wide. Such details, given decades later, are

unlikely if she was recounting these dreams from memory.

J 0 s e p h G6csuldthavenbednyed to believe that God gave the same vision to

both Lehi and Joseph Smith Sr. Or, maybe they did suspect Joseph of plagiarism,

and we dondét have a record of i1t. Whateve
simply an indicator that eithe¢hey both had the same vision (and described it

similarly), or Joseph Smith Jr. borrowed from outside sources during the creation

of the Book of Mormon.


https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/1-ne/8.26-27%2C33?lang=eng#p25
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/1-ne/11.21-22?lang=eng#p10
http://en.fairmormon.org/Book_of_Mormon/Plagiarism_accusations/Joseph_Smith,_Sr.'s_dream_and_Lehi's_vision
https://imgur.com/50xFNqG
http://josephsmithpapers.org/paperSummary/lucy-mack-smith-history-1845?p=75&highlight=another%20very%20singular%20dream#!/paperSummary/lucy-mack-smith-history-1845&p=59
http://josephsmithpapers.org/paperSummary/lucy-mack-smith-history-1845?p=75&highlight=another%20very%20singular%20dream
http://archive.is/WYHXk
http://archive.is/2b00N

Ancient Evangelists

As | read the Book of Mormon growing up, it always stood out to me how some of
thedoctrinalpassages went well beyond what Joseph could have written. Given

the similarities between the Tree of Lif
past, the possibility arises that Joseph
material fromthe theologians of his area. At the same time, it is noteworthy that

the phrasing used by the Israelities in the Book of Mormatctheghe phrasing

used by these theologiar@ould Joseph have heard these phrases and teachings

echoed in the congregatiookhis area?

1) For exampleThe American Tract Socie(1818 compared with Alma 5:

The American Tract Societyfisi ng 1 Alma526ifii f ye have fe
song of praise to Redeemingyé 0é of redeeming love 0é

T o ingthesongof redeeming loveis a more uniqug 19th CenturyProtestant
phrasece oncept than something | ike firejoicincg

2) In Alma 42, we find examples dbnathan Edwards,Jx famous American
theologian, clustered within 10 verses (especially in vs. 17, 19, 20, and 22,
continued on the next page). Did Joseph attend a sermon wldopithwas the
teachings of Jonathan Edwards Jr.?

Edwards Jr. (17451801) Book of Mormon (1830)

"this lTife is the of Alma42:13i fionconditions of repentance
of men in this probationary stat,0

"God must be just as well as merciful." Alma 42:15i fia perfect, just God, a@m
mer ci ful God al so. o

"[S]in is not imputed when there is no law.| Alma42:17i i How coul d he
was nho | aw?0o

nlt i's generally ag| Ama42:19iiNow, i f t her
death. But suppose a law should be made| giveni if a man murdered he shaudliei
which no murderer should be pumésl by would he be afraid he would die if he shou
deat hé. Woul d not sl murder ?0

tend to encourage m



http://archive.org/stream/proceedingsoffir00ame/proceedingsoffir00ame_djvu.txt
http://archive.org/stream/proceedingsoffir00ame/proceedingsoffir00ame_djvu.txt
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/alma/5.26?lang=eng#p25
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jonathan_Edwards_(the_younger)
https://archive.org/stream/worksofjonathane01edwa#page/130/mode/2up
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/alma/42.13%2c15%2C17%2C19%2C20%2C22?lang=eng#p12
https://archive.org/stream/worksofjonathane01edwa#page/264/mode/2up
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/alma/42.13%2c15%2C17%2C19%2C20%2C22?lang=eng#p14
https://archive.org/stream/worksofjonathane01edwa#page/142/mode/2up
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/alma/42.13%2c15%2C17%2C19%2C20%2C22?lang=eng#p16
https://archive.org/stream/worksofjonathane01edwa#page/248/mode/2up
https://archive.org/stream/worksofjonathane01edwa#page/248/mode/2up
https://archive.org/stream/worksofjonathane01edwa#page/248/mode/2up
https://archive.org/stream/worksofjonathane01edwa#page/248/mode/2up
https://archive.org/stream/worksofjonathane01edwa#page/248/mode/2up
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/alma/42.13%2c15%2C17%2C19%2C20%2C22?lang=eng#p128

i _ithiere were no punishment threatened tc
the wicked, it would naturally and directly
encourage them to p

Alma 42:207 fifithere was a law given
against sin men would not be afraid to.gin

"the general good requires, that sin be

puni shed according
otherwise God would not appearlte what
he really is ¢é&"

Alma 42:227 fihe law inflicteth the
punishment; if not so, the works of justice
would be destroyed, and God wad cease to
be God. o

3) Some additional samples of both Jonathan Edwards Jr. and his father,
compared with Book of Mormon verses. More are provided in Appekhdix

Jonathan Edwards Jr., continued

il f there be mor al
tempers or actions, there must be moral €
in the directly opposite; and if there be no
moral evil in the latter, theris no moral
good in the former; as if there were no
natural evil in pain there would be no
natur al good in ple

2Nephi2:2l1iiFor 1t must
there is aroppositionin all things. If not so,
my firstborn in the wilderness, righteousnes
could not be brought to pass, neither
wickedness, neither holiness nor misery,
neither good nor ba

"The original state was a state of order,
regularity and due subordination, wherein
every person and thing were in their props
places; so in this senaé things will

finally be brought backottheir original
state &

ell

Alma 41:47 fiTherefore, all things shall be
restored to their proper order 6é

Jonathan EdwardsSr. (17031758)

fithe devil | wh o, b €
himself, is unwilling that others should be

2 Nephi 2:27 fithe devil; for he seeketh tha
all men might be miserablée unto

happy. o hi msel f. o

NRThey are enemies t Mosiah3:19AFor the natu
affections. There is in every natural man ¢ enemy to God 0é

seed of malice agai

Afhardness of heard Ether4:15 Aihardness of h

blindness of mind 0é



https://archive.org/stream/worksofjonathane01edwa#page/246/mode/2up
https://archive.org/stream/worksofjonathane01edwa#page/246/mode/2up
https://archive.org/stream/worksofjonathane01edwa#page/246/mode/2up
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/alma/42.13%2c15%2C17%2C19%2C20%2C22?lang=eng#p19
https://archive.org/stream/worksofjonathane01edwa#page/140/mode/2up
https://archive.org/stream/worksofjonathane01edwa#page/140/mode/2up
https://archive.org/stream/worksofjonathane01edwa#page/140/mode/2up
https://archive.org/stream/worksofjonathane01edwa#page/140/mode/2up
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/alma/42.13%2c15%2C17%2C19%2C20%2C22?lang=eng#p21
https://archive.org/stream/worksofjonathane02edwa/worksofjonathane02edwa_djvu.txt
https://archive.org/stream/worksofjonathane02edwa/worksofjonathane02edwa_djvu.txt
https://archive.org/stream/worksofjonathane02edwa/worksofjonathane02edwa_djvu.txt
https://archive.org/stream/worksofjonathane02edwa/worksofjonathane02edwa_djvu.txt
https://archive.org/stream/worksofjonathane02edwa/worksofjonathane02edwa_djvu.txt
https://archive.org/stream/worksofjonathane02edwa/worksofjonathane02edwa_djvu.txt
https://archive.org/stream/worksofjonathane02edwa/worksofjonathane02edwa_djvu.txt
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/2-ne/2.11?lang=eng#p10
https://archive.org/stream/worksofjonathane01edwa#page/180/mode/2up
https://archive.org/stream/worksofjonathane01edwa#page/180/mode/2up
https://archive.org/stream/worksofjonathane01edwa#page/180/mode/2up
https://archive.org/stream/worksofjonathane01edwa#page/180/mode/2up
https://archive.org/stream/worksofjonathane01edwa#page/180/mode/2up
https://archive.org/stream/worksofjonathane01edwa#page/180/mode/2up
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/alma/41.4?lang=eng#p3
http://www.biblebb.com/files/edwards/je-justice.htm
http://www.biblebb.com/files/edwards/je-justice.htm
http://www.biblebb.com/files/edwards/je-justice.htm
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/2-ne/2.27?lang=eng#p26
http://www.biblebb.com/files/edwards/enemies.htm
http://www.biblebb.com/files/edwards/enemies.htm
http://www.biblebb.com/files/edwards/enemies.htm
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/mosiah/3.19?lang=eng#p18
http://www.ccel.org/ccel/edwards/sermons.sinners.html
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/ether/4.15?lang=eng#p14

ely and admir Mosiah238 fia | ively sen
bbenofyui héei r ¢ guilt, oé

o |3

a |liwv
sensi

AThey subject 't hemg Moroni7:17i fithey who subject themselves
devi ] , é0o unto him [the devil

Agul f of woe and mi 2Nephil:l13Agul f of mbdse

nf ul | of al | man n e r Alma13:17i ifull of all manner of
wickednes® 0

NHThese wouldndt be the only examples of
before publishing a translation. For exampéesre ar chi ng Adam Cl| ar ke
when composing the Joseph Smith translation of the Bitje. €du).

5) The production of the Book of Mormon was mentioascearly as 182hich
provides sufficient time (years) for Joseph to have visited congregations to
compile material. Apologists sometimes ici#ze the quantity of works shown to

have possibly influenced the Book of Mormon. In more ancient times, libraries
were often destroyed and their works erased from existence. In contrast, published
sources available to Joseph (or anyone who helped hirpy@vably still around

today, and any research he did could still be easily identified. Joseph may have
also drawn upon unpublished sermons, which are now lost to us.

The evangelists designed their sermons to move
churchgoers to repentance. With such rhetoric, the Bog
of Mormon has produced a similar effachong many

me mber s . Coul d passages | enj ami

(Mosiah 25) be derivations of sermons that Joseph

witnesse d ’) e I I S p en d on eFigure 1- By Jacques Gérard Milbert (1766 on J
. 1840) [Public domain], via Wikimedia Comnons, link .

before moving on to the B2, " _ible f

Apologists: Jeff Lindsayd ef ends t he use of the phrases
nPl an of Salvation, 0 but doesnodt addr ess
phrases invoke more complicated conceypis are more uniquely evangelical than

his examples. He mentions that some of the sermons were apparently not in print

until 1829 and is honest to remind us that Joseph may have heard them indirectly

before then, as these preachers were-kvedivn and infliential. 6creenshgt


http://www.jonathan-edwards.org/Eternity.html
http://www.jonathan-edwards.org/Eternity.html
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/mosiah/2.38?lang=eng#p37
http://www.biblebb.com/files/edwards/dreadful.htm
http://www.biblebb.com/files/edwards/dreadful.htm
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/moro/7.17?lang=eng#p16
http://www.biblebb.com/files/edwards/portion.htm
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/2-ne/1.13?lang=eng#p12
https://www.ccel.org/ccel/edwards/works2.xv.i.html
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/alma/13.17?lang=eng#p16
http://jur.byu.edu/?p=21296
https://www.lds.org/churchhistory/presidents/controllers/potcController.jsp?leader=1&topic=events
http://www.jefflindsay.com/LDSFAQ/mercy.shtml#intro
https://imgur.com/kpHkIw1
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Methodist_camp_meeting_(1819_engraving).jpg
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Josephdos Ability

In LDS literature, Joseph is oftelescriled as being unlearned. Given years to
compile material, was Joseph up to the task of putting the work together?

William McLellin, an apostle who | eft

intelligence. After leaving the church, McLellin belonged to\ieitmerites and
Strangites. As these groups believed in the Book of Mormon, it is unlikely that

McLellin was trying to discredit the boakh en pr ai sing Josephos

A [ J o atemléd]my High school during the winter of 1834. He attended my school and
learned science all winter. | learned the strength of his mind as <to> the study and principle
science. Hence | think | knew him. Amhdiere say that he had one of <trsrorgest well
balanced, penetrating, aretentive minds of any <man> with which <whom> | ever formed ar
acquaintanceamong the thousands of my observation. Although when | took him into my

school, he was without scientific knowl e

deseretnews.com

While Joseph lacked formal education, he was homeschooled by his father, who
was a teacher. Calling him unlearned would be inaccurate.

fiMy husband cultivated in the summer seasoniatide winter he taught schbé 0
~Lucy Mack Smith 1811
josephsmithpapers.ord.uck Mack Smith History

fiJoe was quite illiterate. Aftehey began to havahool in theirhouse he I mpr ove
books.google.comMillennial Star, Volume 4/Note- From an interview with one of Jode® s

For someone with a very retentive mi
dictation of the Book of Mormon becomes lespigssive, especially wheaking
into account the Edwaisins and the upcoming flaws in his woltkshould also

be noted t hat Musl i ms make similar c |

fiTo this day no one has put forward a defensible explanation of how an unlettered caravan
merchant ofhe early seventh century might have been able, by his own devices, to produce
text of such inimitable beautpf such capacity to stir emotion, and which contained knowledg
and wisdom which stoosb far above ideas current among mankind at that time sfiudies
carried out in the West which try to determine the 'sources used by Muharanmtadiring to
light the psychological phenomenon which enabled him to draw inspiration from his
'subconcious’, havdemonstrated only one thing; the aliuslim prgudice of their authors 0

twf.org, Roger du Bsquier, Unveiling Islam, pg 53

t

nd

ai

h ¢

r

a

m ¢


http://www.deseretnews.com/article/705280695/Inside-the-lost-McLellin-notebook.html
http://www.twf.org/Library/Miracle.html
http://josephsmithpapers.org/paperSummary/lucy-mack-smith-history-1844-1845?p=26&highlight=in%20the%20winter%20he%20taught%20school
https://books.google.com/books?id=jY9QAQAAMAAJ&pg=PA710&lpg=PA710&dq=joseph+smith+%22after+they+began+to+have+school+at+their+house,+he+improved+greatly%22&source=bl&ots=1M1tWEigU0&sig=moby0w0PvF5xQ1DJP1o29syIKxc&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjExe-12ODQAhWHg1QKHa7qBjYQ6AEIJDAC#v=onepage&q=joseph%20smith%20%22after%20they%20began%20to%20have%20school%20at%20their%20house%2C%20he%20improved%20greatly%22&f=false
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Possible Flaws Ch. I ConvictionandMor oni 6 s Pr o mi

The next thirty pages will discuss some of the more problematic flaws in the Book
of Mor mon. M oirthatrwe éas knd®wthooogh the Holy Ghost that
the Book of Mormon is trué may not seem like a flaw at first glance.

Based orMoroni 10:35 and scriptureghat describe the Holy Ghost, we have
learned to rely on feelings pkacepromptings/impressiongoy, a

whispering/still small voiceor a burning in the bosomo determine whether or not
something is true. The following pages contain a collection of experiences where
the above feelings confirm doctrines which contradict Mormonism, or confirm
that other churches are true. For example, from pagé 25t € af hou guide

me t o t hevertleavait,and | & Inle wn @€ n thatislanh, that this is é
trueé | knew right there ThisgoessagainfiAiRO scorr ect
argument that the@it confirmsportionsof truth in other religionsgcreenshgt
Those in other religions also hold that their unique beliefs result in them being
more righteous, or closer to God, as further shown in the Gatlbseon p. 93.

One example, fromish.com Madny Jewish people, some related, cannot
understand why we enjoy our Kosher home so much. It just feels right. Little by
little my husband and | have becomere observant and it is wonderful.

Maybe God does direct people via these feelings to churches that work best for
them. Even in this scenario, it is stildl
feelings to reveal the truth (see the next folggs. This would mean that a

fundamental basis of MormonisihMo r o ni 0 si sifplyasmot sue.

1) A few thoughts before diving in: Carkhowsomething by the power of the

HolyGhosti f | Gumet hat i tos the HewenryinGtoaddt t hat
our own meaning to natural feelirty$ so, an thesaaturalfeelings be

manipulated by peaceful settings, uplifting music, and revereoes? Observe

how a churckowned media and broadcasting compd@unnneville International

soldi ts ability to make prgamipatioes. if eel t he s

AOur unigue strength is the ability to touch the hearts and minds of our audiences, evokin(
feeling, then thought and, finally, actioe call ths uniquely powerful brand of creative
"HeartSell'®-st r at egi ¢ emotional advertising t

bonneville.com Affecting Changdgarchived versioms they have since changed the site)

AWe partner with you, to help you achiev
not simply advertising, but bringing together and activating premium audiences with
measurable results. And when it comes to gheg, we air your commercials with
unparalleled accuracy to make sure you get what you expected

bonneville.com The Bonneville Difference

S


https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/moro/10.3-5?lang=eng#p2
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/dc-testament/dc/6.23?lang=eng#p22
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/dc-testament/dc/8.2-3?lang=eng#p1
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/dc-testament/dc/11.13?lang=eng#p10
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/dc-testament/dc/85.6?lang=eng#p5
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/dc-testament/dc/85.6?lang=eng#p5
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/dc-testament/dc/9.8?lang=eng#p7
http://en.fairmormon.org/Mormonism_and_other_religions/Spiritual_witnesses
https://imgur.com/zdekyQG
http://www.aish.com/j/fs/48930697.html
https://www.lds.org/ensign/1972/08/a-half-century-of-broadcasting-in-the-church?lang=eng
http://www.bonneville.com/?nid=32
https://archive.is/I30yD
http://bonneville.com/about-bonneville/
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2) Here are some testimonies of those in other faiths:

AWhen | was aroun
on TV. All of a sudden | had an
epiphany that he was our (protestants
pope too! It was so powerful | went

outsidead just gazed| Ccountlessfirstclass, blatant, overt,
Three months later after leaving the authentic miracles that have taken place
cell church I was| pplyinthe Catholic Gurch. It's the

night, while | was lying in bed _ ultimate witness to the existence of God,
heardaVoiceand 1t sai d

H o me know with every fiber of

my being that It was the Holy

Spirit. | know thissounds like fiction
or pretentiouésl fl
actually experienced this just as it is
written. And | can tell youto be a

class miraclesy

fil think if there's one aspect of the
Catholic Faith that should make Atheists,
Protestants, and the whole wide world
take serious notice, it would be the

the validity of the Gospel, and the
Catholic Faithls there any other faith in
the world that can back up and validate
their doctrines and teachings with first

catholicforum.com post #1

fiBefore | r e
any of the doctrines of
the church, | knew that |
had an attraction to
something about the
Eucharist| knew that it
wastransubstantiated
but | neverd k n amild
that momenturing the
consecration at the
weddi ng. 0

forums.catholic.com
post #30

Catholic isthe greatest blessingn
the world. God bless.

forums.catholic.com post #26

AnAs | read t hessd
bookstore, and | fel burning in
my heart thatl should come and
i nvestigate. o

medjugorje.we

via Wikimedia Commons, link

il also started praying a | o
for the first time ever). | realized | couldn't do this on my own,
but | recognized the true gravity of this decision, and so | tried
clear my nind of all preconceptions and | honestly prayed (on
many occasions over those months) something likeGh@:o d ,
any Christian sect holds truest to your truth, or if somehow the
all do, or certain ones do, please show me so | know how to be
worship you. lwantyour TruUAno matter t he

to make sure that | meantBEach time that | can remember
praying that, | got an answer which was along the lines of a
"statistical miracle," though not quite as grand as the first, and
it always ponted towards Catholicisnhwould always feel at
peaceafter this was revealed to meot because Catholicism is
the most comforting choice at a glance (is St Leonard of Port
Maurice's (private) revelation, or anything for that matter, more
comforting tharsola fide?) but because the Truth became clear
to me, finally.o

forums.catholic.com post #6

Figure 21 By Alessandro Antonellifcc BY-SA 3.0 (http://creativecommons. org/licenses/bya/3.0)],

AThe Holy Sgp
my head slowly towards
Rome withwhispers
first, and t

whyimcatholic.com
Lutheran Convert

"On a personal level, | have experienced beinq
06sl ain in the Spswhent.
we prayed for healing of peoples bodies, or
situations. The most powerful are times of
praise where you enter into ecstagth God!

It's like being in a warm ocean of love!
Nothing can touch that! Some times when I'm
reading Scripturghe Catechismor if | hear a
great truth of God | fead sense of electricity
go through my body. The Holy Spirit is

getting my attention! He's saying pay
attention! | have this deep sense of
KNOWING that whatl just read or heard is
TRUE!0

forums.catholic.com post #17

Note: Of themanyCatholic testimonies here,
this is oneof few compatible with the answer
thatthe Sirit testifies of truth in all religions.



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Catechism_of_the_Catholic_Church
http://forums.catholic.com/showpost.php?p=10608451&postcount=17
http://whyimcatholic.com/index.php/conversion-stories/protestant-converts/lutheran/46-lutheran-convert-nicole-demille
http://whyimcatholic.com/index.php/conversion-stories/protestant-converts/lutheran/46-lutheran-convert-nicole-demille
http://forums.catholic.com/showthread.php?t=553484
http://forums.catholic.com/showthread.php?t=553484
http://www.medjugorje.ws/en/articles/mark-miravalle/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Transubstantiation
http://forums.catholic.com/showthread.php?t=553484
http://forums.catholic.com/showthread.php?t=553484
http://www.catholicforum.com/forums/showthread.php?17410-Catholic-Miracles
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Siena_Cathedral_1.jpg
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Figure 3i By

N As odtherd tlmat night after my first confession, |
realized that all that was gone. The darkness within me was
simply not there anymore. In its place vpesace, and an
unmistakable feeling of love For the first time, | felt the

God. o
whyimcatholic.com Former Atheist

presence of

Note: This person experienced a familiar effect after
confessing sins, even though the churchéealt! not have
Priesthood authority.

nAs | sat at my comput
have you, | was overcome by a need to be at
church the next morning. This feeling came from
nowhere and was completely at odds with
everything going on in my life at the time. Even
now, all | can tell you abdtit was that the Holy
Spirit gave me an absolutey-doubt knowledge
that | HAD to be at Church the next morning. In
the back of my mind, it seemed like it should be a
Catholic Church that | attend, but the
overwhelming message was that | attend church.
At this parishthey offered both the host and the
cup. As | received each one, it was almist

being struck by lightning. When | say this, |

mean that it was an actual physical sensation of
electricity as | received each speciksvas
something that had never experienced before and
I was totally unprepar

whyimcatholic.com Methodist Convert

dJ tcG J ;} d 8 @‘M d@e&‘gﬂl@n—!\mkha\sk\) (http://fotki.yandex.ru/users/sdilyin/album/17739/) [Public domain], via Wikimedia Commons link

Al't took me about 13
years of concerted studipefore | was able to
disentangle myself from all my misinformation
about Catholicisnand take the plunge. That was
in 1999.What's it been like since thegPace

upon grace upon grace upon grace upon
grace............ no regrets

forums.catholic.com post #11

filn the end, there was not a large
neon sign Ssayin
on it. Instead, there wasgentle
whisperinmysoul.l t 6 s t |
soft whispers that can have the
most dramatic impact on our
l'ives. 0

whyimcatholic.com

il remember feeling something
physically different about being
in a Catholic churclthan any
other church | had ever been in.
| remember feelingvarmth,
comfort, peace, and calnwash
over me as | would sit silentty.

whyimcatholic.com

AThis process took two ye:
But we were definitely wooed by GoHoth of us, at one
point, werespoken to by the Holy Spirit Who told us,
6This is the truth. | f yol
hellfire. Do you accept My &ehing and will you say 'Yes'
to the Catholic Church? Ot
We accepted the teaching of the Holy Spirit, and in 2004,
we were received into the Catholic Church. We love beinq
Catholic! Based on history and theology, we beliew th
the Catholic Church is the Church that Jesus Christ
founded and intended for human beings to be pawef.
believe that Protestant churches have a portion of the
Gospeland that Protestants have a hope of heaven throu
their triune baptism and themvincible ignorance. We
pray that the Church might one day be ONE, as Jesus
prayed in John 17.0

forums.catholic.com post #9



http://whyimcatholic.com/index.php/conversion-stories/agnostic-converts1
http://whyimcatholic.com/index.php/conversion-stories/agnostic-converts1/105-agnostic-convert-chad-torgerson
http://forums.catholic.com/showthread.php?t=553484
http://whyimcatholic.com/index.php/conversion-stories/protestant-converts/methodist/163-methodist-convert-elliott-suttle
http://forums.catholic.com/showthread.php?t=553484
http://whyimcatholic.com/index.php/conversion-stories/atheist-converts/103-atheist-convert-jennifer-fulwiler
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Catholic_Cathedral_Moscow_Night.jpg
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"l asked the Lord Jesus Christ for a sign to show that the True Jesy "On the day | was baptizeddlt like a
Church has the whole truth One day, | was sitting under a tree, whole new personSince that day, |
thinking deeply. | was trying to recall some Bible verses on baptism  have been spending more time with the
and praying about a doubt that | had. Suddenly, a miracle happene| Lord in my everyday life. | am

me. It was like a light that | could not exactly figure out.shone on convinced that the decision | made to
me andtook away the doubt in my mind. It seemed that the darknes get baptized was exactly what | needed
in my mind was lifted. The doctrine on infant baptism, which | could in my life and | could not be happier. |

not at first accept, suddenly became very clear me. | could then thank God everyday for all of the
accept it with my mind and hea8&ince that incident, eachrte | read wonderful peoplen my life who have

the Bible, that former opinion to oppose and the refusal to believe g helped me through everything and have
accept were gon&.oday | believe that infants must be baptized in supported me through this amazing
order to be saved.. Now | know and am confident that this is the transition into my new life in Christ."

end of my search for the whole trutlthank the Lord Jesus Christ for
answering my prayer and giving me a sign. | have found the whole
truth of my salvation. Glory be given to the name of our léord Note: This isan example of baptism
without authority

adventist.org Testimonies

members.tjc.orgarchive.org link

fiThere is a general process that God designed that
allows us to discover what is truth and what is
not...the process would bask this God to receive
love and then feel about that particular thing and if
that particular thing turns off the flow | know it's not
true... And if that particular thing stays flowing |
then,l know it's true .0

1:11:321:11:39,1:36:491:37:10 atyoutube.com

fiBeing a Jehovah's Witness gives yourarer peace
that 'no one' can touch, not Satan nor worldly
government or those that persecute us can touch hg
good we feel about beinfj

answers.yahoo.com

Figure 47 By AuburnPilot (own work) [Public domain], via Wikimedia Commons, link

AnAs | sl ept that nigh
upandt he words fArivers
impressedupon me. Felt prompted to speak

in tongueswhich | had previously prayed for
but did not know if | had ever received the gift.
As | started to speak, the tongues flowed out o
me like rivers My husband woke up and asked
me what | was doing. When | told him about it,
| was so full of joy | couldhot stop laughing!
Thank you, Pastor Prince, for your messages.
They have completely changed my life. | was
baptized in the Holy Spirit in my sleep! Praise
the name of Jesus! o

fiwhatma kes you think that mir
Catholic Church very good friend of mine, whom | trust,
told me of an occasion which brought him the Christ. He was
at a meeting at NagrDame Univ. which was being given by a
Protestant Minister éAs a group left the meeting a dog was
hit by a passing cand it almost tore off its led.he group

that had just left gathered around the dog and began to pray;
The clouds parted enough foray of light to shine down on
the group and the group witnessed the bleigg healed. The
dog then ran off and the group was lefaime of what they
hadseen. My friend then gave his life over to God and has
been a changed person eserce. The OrthodoxChurch has
also[repated many miracles anfsightingg of the Virgin

Mary. Countless healings have been reported and withessed josephprince.org
by Doctors of people who have belonged to many different
Churches, Catholic and Protestant.

catholicforum.com post #3



http://members.tjc.org/sites/en/my/cr/pj/USGA%20Newsletter/Testimonies/Testimonies.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20160116162918/http:/members.tjc.org/sites/en/my/cr/pj/USGA%20Newsletter/Testimonies/Testimonies.pdf
http://wi.adventist.org/article/184/resources/testimonies
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=INlEEYZ_mbI
http://www.catholicforum.com/forums/showthread.php?17410-Catholic-Miracles
http://www.josephprince.org/daily-grace/praise-reports/single/received-the-fathers-love-and-gift-of-tongues/
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:First_Baptist_Church_Opelika_Alabama_(2).jpg
https://answers.yahoo.com/question/index?qid=20110819113617AAIsBRM
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AAl exander embr a
adopted his Muslim name, Hamza,
after six years of search for the
trut h. I t, wasr tth
to prayer, which he heard for the
first time while he was in an
African country that changed his
i fe. 6lt inspir
truth. It gave me ainexplicable
feeling that spread throughout my
bodyand | stood astounded for a
long time. | am very happy to have
embraced the wor

Mus| i

fil would sit and listen to
scholars talk, | would listen to
the Quran in my car on my way
to work, and then something
happened. felt this
overwhelming emotion,
goosebumps, and teard knew
that these feelings were so righ
| took my shahada, then
alhumdililah | became a
m and

muslimsstories on Instagram

filt was like the words glowed and
completely filled me withan inner peace
| never felt beforeé the feeling of each
ayyat came upon me witn
indescribable warmth and sense of
understandingl could not stop. | do not
know how long | rea@ the feeling was
so powerful and filling me witla strong
sense of love and jopn the morning of
what | believe was the 3rd day | finally
set the Qur'an down and knew | was

put Musl!l i m. o

religion, & he sa

islamicboard.com

arabnews.com ||

fiwhen one strives to
spread Islam, they will b
in a state ohappiness
that cannot be
describedo

archive.ora The Key to
Happiness

fiTo me hijab is a gift
from Allah. It gives me

the opportunity to
become closer to Allal

answers.yahoo.com

Figure 57 By Aiman titi (own work) [CC BY -SA 3.0 (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by
sa/3.0) or GFDL (http://www.gnu.org/copyleft/fdl.html)], via Wikimedia Commons, link

fiSlowly | was getting deeper and deeper into
the Qu'ran. | askedCbuld a human being be
capableof such a subtle, fareaching book?
Furthermore, there are parts that are meant to
guide the Prophet himself, as well as reprimano
him. | wondered if the Prophet would have
repr i mand eTheredmiermdagsiwhea |
would reject every wordfind a way o

condemn it, not allow it to be true. But thien
would suddenly happen upon a phrase that
spoke directly to mee
longing fora truth in which heart would be
compatible with mind, action with thought,
intellect with emotion. | found thaeality in
Islam. With that reality came true self

coni dence and intellec

islambasics.com

"It is difficult to describe to someone
who has never felt it how Islam can
change and improve one's life. Bsliam
changed me totally. | now have

doubt about our purpose in this world
and that | am following the right path, |
have a certainty | nevéinew before,
and apeacethat goes with itGod's plan
makes much more sense to me and | fee
| have an idea where | belaiagl didn't
even really know | was lost beforebut
when | found Islam and looked back it
was so clear to me that | had been
searchindor years:

islamtomorrow.com

fiMaking supplication, Allah help meguide me, guide me to the
truthi f you gui de me to t Hleew r
in my heart, Allah was telling me in my heartthat Islam, that
this is true, ya know. Antdknew right there it was the correct
religiono 0-0:150

il coul d
That 6s

n o tit wastlike feedthg me ybu knogv. i t
when | knew that {0:52va

il &leasa Godyou are the one who listens, who always
listens. Pleasayho do | have to follow to come to yalirect
Christianity? Ortthe Muslims®l was 100% surethat God has
answered my questionWhat is the right way, the only right
way to come to God? Islam.  -0:185 2

youtube.com



https://youtu.be/L2440fJ9Kzk
https://archive.org/stream/islamicbooks_pdf/en_The_Key_to_Happiness_djvu.txt
https://archive.org/stream/islamicbooks_pdf/en_The_Key_to_Happiness_djvu.txt
https://answers.yahoo.com/question/index?qid=20060814135205AAs9C2q&guccounter=1
http://www.islambasics.com/view.php?bkID=97&chapter=8
http://www.arabnews.com/news/638686
http://www.islamicboard.com/general/134301657-disappointment-god-2.html
http://www.islamtomorrow.com/converts/women.htm
https://www.instagram.com/p/x-BUyIpWby/
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Masjid_al-Qiblatain.jpg
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Would Satan be the author of the peace and joy these people feel? Would it be fair
of God to allow for such deception in his plan when eternity is at stake?

3) As discussed in Appendix A, the idea of the Holy Ghost bearing witness to
truth could have origins from Josephos

4) Of the many LDS testimonies we hear, how many ayimgahey have a
testimony because they feel they have to, hoping to feel something after saying it?

Al't i s not unusual Hotwoan hbaav testiraonymitisl get cridBwa r
can | testify that God lives, that Jesus is the Christ, and that the gospel is true? If | do
have such a testimomyould that not be dishoneét? O h it coul d t
principle.A testimony is to be found in the bearing obit!

~ElderBoyd K. Packer, who goes on to say that the Spirit withnesses to you after you te
Ids.org- The Candle of the Lord

5) In acurrent LDS manuathe unreliability of this system of truieeking is
evident. Students are totebtto ask God if plural marriage is currently his will.

fiBefore concluding the lesson, it may be wise to tell students that some people who he
apostatized from the Church are practicing plural marriage tddiey. urge people to pray
and ponder about whether it is right to practice plural marriage today. dMl siot seek

to receive revelation that is contrary to what the Lord has revealed through His ptophet

Ids.org- Foundations oftte Restoration Teacher Manual

6) One more testimony before moving on, from an FLDS member:

AYa know, | 6ve been searching for a wi
tonightl got my wibtrmng within myasoutof How ihgortant this work is
and how true itistknowitis and 1 tdéds hard to believe
school. | was in plays. | was a typical teenager,;amdw | 6 m 1 n aang | ur &
struggling. | 6 m n dknowgwathout g shadow of a deubthad thiyy o
i's the Lor dodnalydounkl it tamat Il |aswee you guy
your prayers and all that you have to offer me. | say this in the name of Jesus Christ,
amen. 0

thisamericanlife.ordfrom 5:28 until 6:51 in the recordipg

Summary) Can Mormonism bérue if one of its fundamental premisethat we
can know something through the Holy Ghibstirns out to be false? Does it make
any sense for God to put us among dozens of religions, tell us to trust in various
feelings, and then to have those feelilegal people to a wide variety of churches?
Are we simply reading too much intour emotions?

P


https://www.lds.org/ensign/1983/01/the-candle-of-the-lord?lang=eng
http://www.thisamericanlife.org/radio-archives/episode/21/factions
https://www.lds.org/manual/foundations-of-the-restoration-teacher-manual/lesson-20-plural-marriage?lang=eng
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I f | 6m pe+wpraigtet adangetnwg |1 011 take it here

as understanding our commonalities helps us to understand human naturet Anothe
site of mine The Religion Equatiorexplores additional cases.

1) Those who have received amazing spiritual

experiences will go to great lengths to maintain th Seventhday Adventist

faith. A Catholic could us¢hese miraclesr the Membership Growth

actions of their pop® help keep the faittA o P /

Jehovahods Witness coul | g% / K

by considering the 8.1 million "publishers'that are § 0.0015 /

active in missionary wotklhe Seventh Day s 0.001 /

Adventists are involved ian incredible amount of 3‘1 0.0005 /

charity, run universities like BYU, and provideee 0 oo1ee0100019701 SA0L060L93070002020

healthcare to poor countrieBhough begun in 1863, Year

their membership is &0 million. Their experiences

arenodot so different from ours. Their per:
AWhey twin brother and | were five years ol d

in the Seventlday Adventist Church but were not practicing their religion, called the ministers to pray fo
his healing. The boy was healed, and etendator attributed this healing to divine power. This miracle le
directly to our becoming Seventtay Adventist® ministrymagazine.or¢other miraclesan be foundhere
here andherg

fiThe bible says by their fruits you will know then® . If Ellen White is a false prophet, the devil

oughtta find himself a new false propheb e cause the one he has i s wi
9:26-9:43 atyoutube.com
AnOver her | ifetime, [ 2,000 eisionsWiiich Adeentists lseliegeaame directly |

from Go d:13atydutube.0obn

fEllen White did make the same, human mistakes in what she said outside of her divine reagidtions
visionsi just as we are capable of making an error. But whemEll&s Whi t e went i nito
her communicatioii can be counted as direct communication from the LORDSt ar t s at 10

youtube.com
il 6ve had people comel lt opmet @r anéd It hegt say , t ba&\
negativest uf f about vy o uRraiseGod,lbecduseb anad obneagf bODhe i

characteristics of the remnant church, because théevil knows that this movement is going to
overthrow him é so you woul dndattackseon the gdt oflprophecyy f 1

woul dnd t 5558 aydutube.com

fiSatan is doing everything he can to attack the Seventh Day Adventist mowvesdgantistreview.org

AnMen of tal ent s whorodce nejbicedirstherirgth, enpldyrtheispewers to deceive and
misleadsouls They become the most bitter enemies of
among us whavill bear the ark no longer. Btliese can not make walls to obstruct the truth; for it will go
onward and upward to the en@llenwhite.org



https://thereligionequation.wordpress.com/
http://listverse.com/2008/07/14/top-10-astonishing-miracles/
https://web.archive.org/web/20140414022403/http:/news.distractify.com/people/reasons-why-pope-francis-is-the-person-of-the-year
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jehovah's_Witnesses#Demographics
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Organizational_structure_of_Jehovah%27s_Witnesses#Congregations
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seventh-day_Adventist_Church#Humanitarian_aid_and_the_environment
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seventh-day_Adventist_Church#Humanitarian_aid_and_the_environment
https://news.adventist.org/en/all-news/news/go/2015-05-20/thousands-line-up-for-free-adventist-healthcare-in-zimbabwe/
https://news.adventist.org/en/all-news/news/go/2015-05-20/thousands-line-up-for-free-adventist-healthcare-in-zimbabwe/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seventh-day_Adventist_Church#Membership
https://www.ministrymagazine.org/archive/1972/05/the-case-for-divine-healing
http://www.adventistonline.com/forum/topics/the-untold-hiroshima-miracle-all-adventist-survived-unharmed-from
http://ellenwhite.org/content/file/raising-dead#document
http://www.ellengwhitetruth.com/her-ministry/the-test-results
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=geFXbbBiVTk&list=PL1D0595BE732C235F
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3DOwUIftNlo&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QcqvaeJ8BOM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=geFXbbBiVTk&list=PL1D0595BE732C235F
http://www.adventistreview.org/church-news/%E2%80%98god%E2%80%99s-prophetic-movement,-message,-and-mission-and-their-attempted-neutralization-by-the-devil%E2%80%99
http://ellenwhite.org/content/file/churches-and-pastors-going-apostasy#document
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2) Members of many fés often ignore evidence using mantras sudBaswas
testing usWe camot know the mysteries of Gdde elect willbe deceivedhey

will call good eviland evilgogd he | e ader sandtrheart @ts pae rdfeeccetp t

of SatanMost of those examples were derived from the Bible. More examples of
people discussing respective anti literature and doubts below:

Muslims: i A nMuslim activists frequentlyake quotes from Muslim scriptures out of contexteflect
badly o@mwwlpaw.argh. 0

Al was thinking about changing my mind about
to beware of the doubts that Satan puts inte®head Satan put so much doubt in my head in that ong
night in order to pull me from the Lighthis was how desperate Satan wwd® knew that | was going to
take Shahada the next day and was trying anything to preveat ttisdamicboard.com

Catholics:i Get a wa y poisonousarHCath®lg:€hristians You need only scratch the surface of
these people to find serious issues with their inter@ret 1 o n s dférumis.tatholid.cath t h . 0

filn many cases, the evidence which supports the lies as being truthful has been fakeemesested.
é . Exclusively, the genesis of thedargders lies with individuals who have an ax to grind against the
Cat hol i daftenfya witl fmethat the amCatholic is quoting incorrectly or out of context.
(catholicbasictraining.com

Jehovahos fiWe Demilemmogssnnuendos, false accusations, and outrigh lesllenging

Jehovahds sovereignty, and he uses these sam
true worshipers under the scourgesafanic hatre a living testimony to the rightfulness, deservedness
and righteousness dqwolwaeghovahoés sovereignty. o

AThe Watchtower Socppeneny, tobedefetatea at all costiseye corhbdhgough a |
old Watchtowers, going back as far as 130 years. They take whatever suits their purpose and ignore
rest. They rip quotes out of their context, attempting to make it look as though they say meithamo
they actually meang& . Just about anyone who wanted to believe it has already done so. And as for tt
rest of wus, what hasnof(ehdvahltd)l ed us has made u

3) Another commonality we shaie our strong desire to believeasr ability to
interpret eents so that we come out on tdjppmembers experience hardship, God
IS testing them. If apostates experience hardship, God is punishing them. If

members are attacked, it i's Satands per s
apostle reminds us to staimdholy placesfE | der Ra s b atmedighs message

after thePulse shooting In this talk Elder Holland and his son reach a fork in the
road. They pray to know whichwaytogoandfeadsirgl v t o go right .

end. El der Hol |l and deci des t hat i tds sti

can go left with full confidece that it is the correct way. Withis mindset, it
becomes impossible for a result to point someone asgay &ny given religion

Summary) The strong desire to believe is understandable, but we should be
waryof mental traps that would have kept us in any faith we were born into.


https://youtu.be/F9qBUN0T0jY
http://imgur.com/a/5cenx
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2016_Orlando_nightclub_shooting
https://www.lds.org/broadcasts/article/print/ces-devotionals/2014/01/tuning-our-hearts-to-the-voice-of-the-spirit?lang=deu&clang=eng
http://www.pfaw.org/rww-in-focus/the-right-wing-playbook-anti-muslim-extremism
https://www.islamicboard.com/archive/index.php/t-134277477.html
http://forums.catholic.com/showthread.php?t=932252
http://archive.is/s9GRD
http://wol.jw.org/en/wol/d/r1/lp-e/2004603?q=%22hated+without+cause%22&p=par
http://jehovah.to/xlation/fp.html
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Ch. 27 A Precise Text

Refocusing on flaws, a large set becamwmificantwhen first considering how
the Book of Mormon came to be.

1) The main narrative throughout most of church history was that Joseph used the

Urim and Thumminto translate the Book of Mormom one of the First
Presidencyapprovedyospel topics essaythe churchestablishes as fact that
Joseph used a seer stone to translate thk &oldormon (picture found on
|ds.org. Joseph Smith founthisstone inthegroundy ear s bef or e
the gold plategand Urim and Thummingand used it to try and findubied
treasureHe then used, instead of the Urim and Thummira translate

i T tother[translation] instrument, [aside from the Urim and Thummim,] widickeph

Smith discovered in the ground years before he retrieved the gold plates, was a small oy
stoneo r fits @ A’ a woung man during the 1820sseph Smith, like others in his
day, used a seer stone to look for lost objects and buried treAsueseph grew to
understand his prophetic callirtgg learned that he could use this stone for the higher
purposeof translating scriptureé.

Ids.org- Book of Mormon Translation

The essay and Elder Nelson explain that words would appear on the stone:

i An ot h e Martis Earrissat@cross the table from Joseph Smith and wrote down the
words Joseph dictated. Harris later related éisaloseph used the seer stone to translate,
sentences appeared. Joseph read those sentencesatbatier penning the words, Harris
woul d siatyt e ® W6 0

Ids.org- Book of Mormon Translation

AfJoseph Smith would put the seer stone
closely around his face to exclude tight; and in the darkness the spiritual light would
shine.A piece of something resembling parchment would appear, and on that appeared 1
writing. One character at a time would appear, and under it was the interpretation in Eng
Brother Joseph wodlread off the English to Oliver Cowdery, who was his principal scribe
and when it wasvritten down and repeated to Brother Joseph to see if it was correct
then it would disappear, and another character with the interpretation would appear. Thu
Book of Mormon was translated by the gift and power of God, and not by any power of
man. 0

~Elder Russel M. Nelson quotes David Whitmer, 1992

Ids.org- A Treasured Testament

he

r


https://www.lds.org/topics/book-of-mormon-translation?lang=eng
https://www.lds.org/ensign/2015/10/joseph-the-seer?lang=eng
https://www.lds.org/topics/book-of-mormon-translation?lang=eng
https://www.lds.org/ensign/1999/05/the-witness-martin-harris?lang=eng
https://www.lds.org/topics/book-of-mormon-translation?lang=eng
https://www.lds.org/ensign/1993/07/a-treasured-testament?lang=eng
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2) This raises a few questions. Did Joseph see words on the stone when he used it

to look for buried treasure, or was it a prop? If it was a prop, why would he use
this stone instead of the Urim and Thummim to translate? If scripture can be
revealedviaworss on a stone, why the need f
why were the plates, Urim, and Thummim preserved for any role here when

Joseph could already put the same seer stone to use when hunting for treasure?

3) Some apologisttheorize that Jogh translatedhe plates into English himself,
asthat wouldhelp explainerrors Thi s i s known as ©Dhe

Josephds method of seeing words appear

Mormon was supposed to be a wdod-word revelaibn, as opposed to Joseph
coming up with his own wordindRoyal Skousen théforemost expert on the
history of the text of the Boo&f Mormond  aBiYUd linquistics professqgrfurther
validates that the Book of Mormon was a wéod-word revelation:

fJoseph Smith was literally reading off an already composed Eslghighage text,
[meaning thevords on the stoneThe evidence in the manuscripts and in the language of
the text itself supports the hypothesis tifi@ Book of Mormon was a precisely determined
text.l do not consider this conclusion apologetic, but instead as one demanded by the
evidence.

The opposing viewpoint, that Joseph Smith got ideas and he translated them into his ov
English, cannot be supported by the manuscript and textual evidelfaseph Smith is not
the author of the Book of Mormon, nor is he actually the translastead, he was the
revelatord through him the Lord revealed the Englisinguage textand by means of the
interpreters and the seer stone). 0

mormonscholarstestify.orgRoyal Skousen

4) FAIR admits that there have bettrousand®f minor changes to the original
Book of Mormon. Most involved punctuation. Other 1830 edition errors include
major grammar mistakes in almost every chapter. Hosudberrors fit with
Joseph receiving a woffdr-word text which was read back to him by the scfibe

9 Nornrexistent wordsAlma 56:10i i nu mer or i t y o

1 Incomplete sentence8ima 55:71 i Mor o n i caused that Laman

number of men whiclwas appointedtogei t h hi m. 0

fSwitching 0 waAima9:32iitthh déiyweweaes oa fBgeply wi t h

26:117 A | were about to write them all,
fSwi tching n:dMosigh23Ttia nitld it doheshroughautyall

go

OO0

(O

me

the | and. 0 Sometimes the switches wor ked.


http://www.deseretnews.com/article/865572457/Top-Book-of-Mormon-expert-Royal-Skousen-to-lecture.html?pg=all
http://archive.is/rSap6
https://imgur.com/Mpu39k2
http://josephsmithpapers.org/paperSummary/book-of-mormon-1830?p=388&highlight=numerority
http://josephsmithpapers.org/paperSummary/book-of-mormon-1830?p=385&highlight=%22which%20was%20appointed%20to%20go%20with%22
http://josephsmithpapers.org/paperSummary/book-of-mormon-1830?p=254&highlight=%22they%20was%20angry%20with%20me%22
http://josephsmithpapers.org/paperSummary/book-of-mormon-1830?p=512&highlight=%22i%20were%20about%20to%20write%20them%20all%22
http://josephsmithpapers.org/paperSummary/book-of-mormon-1830?p=512&highlight=%22i%20were%20about%20to%20write%20them%20all%22
http://josephsmithpapers.org/paperSummary/book-of-mormon-1830?p=226&highlight=%22and%20this%20they%20done%20throughout%22
http://mormonscholarstestify.org/119/royal-skousen
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OQur current edition stil!l mi xreseveal he pl ur @
placesMosiah 4:22 fiye put up no petition, nor repent of the thing whibbu
hast done. 0

fsomeone today were to claim toeadead God:¢
of f words such as Anumerority, o how woul

5) Another major change was in 1 Nephi 12:18, in which Nephi originally used
t he name #Jeenoeatin@thd&837editiond oWle ph changed AJ
Christo to AM@mesrigmahdo (on p. 30).

fAnd a great and a terrible gulf divideth them; yea, even the word of the justice of the Eternal
andJesus Christwhich is the Lamb of God.,.0

josephsmithpapers.ordBook of Mormon, 1830

Our current editiors t i | | says fAthe Messiah. o

AAnd a gr e agulfdvideth bem; yea,reven thelwerd of thestice of the Eternal
God, andhe Messialwho is the Lamb of Gqd ¢é 0

josephsmithpapsrorg- Book of Mormon, 1837

The problem here is that the original edition made little sense. In 2 Nephi 10:3,
Jacob, bridteep is jush fsnding out the name Jesus Christ, 32 years after
Nephi uses the name in 1 Nephi 12:18.

2 Nephi 10:3 AWherefore, as | said unto you, it must needs be expedier@hhia® for in the
last night the angel spake unto me that this should beamsinshould comeammog t he J ¢

This would have meant that Nephi, for at least 32 years, never told Jacob the name
Jesus Christ. Yet, Nephi was writing for his people (1 Nephi 19:3,18), and Jacob
was writing in the s malshamp(inaltNephi1l2:18hi ch c

1 Nephi 19:3 il, Nephi, received a commandment that the ministry and the prophecies, the m
plain and precious parts of them, should be written upon these plates; ahé thaigs which
were written should be kept for the instruction of my people&eée also v. 18.

Was Joseph aware of the apparent contradiction here when he made the change?
Why did he change the original revelation as he received it on the seer stone?


https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/mosiah/4.22?lang=eng#p21
http://josephsmithpapers.org/paperSummary/book-of-mormon-1837#!/paperSummary/book-of-mormon-1837&p=34
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/1-ne/12.18?lang=eng#p17
http://josephsmithpapers.org/paperSummary/book-of-mormon-1830?p=34&highlight=Jesus%20Christ
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/2-ne/10.3?lang=eng#p2
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/1-ne/19.3%2C18?lang=eng#p2
http://josephsmithpapers.org/paperSummary/book-of-mormon-1837#!/paperSummary/book-of-mormon-1837&p=34
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Ch. 37 Testing the Book of Mormon with theBible

The following cases outline some inconsistencies between material in the Book of
Mormon and the Bible. While already problematic, some of these inconsistencies
become far more severe when taking into account that Joseph received the text
word-for-word on he seer stone.

Misquoting Moses:

Similarities between the Book of Mormon and the Bible can often be explained by
saying that God wanted the Book of Mormon to match the Bible. That explanation

does not apply herécts 3:2223i s a much paraphrased quot a

words, drawing from two separated verdesuteronomy 18:15 & 19n 1 Nephi

22:2Q Nephi himself (this is Nephi speakinglJay s heds dweo tdioregg nMd s e

give Mosesd quot e, but 1 ns BothaAdsagd v e s
Nephi omit vs 18 (which pertains to the passagadparaphrase vs. 15 and 19 the
same way. Why does Nephi essentially
when Acts wasnodét written yet? | f the

Nephi have given a quote whichatohed Deuteronomy, not Acts? Did Joseph,
while compiling material, borrow from the wrong place hére?

Moses Deuteronomy 18:1519) Acts 3:22237 4 80-90 A.D.

fil5 The Lord thy God will raise up unto thee a fi22 For Moses truly said unto the fathefsprophet
Prophet from the midst of theeof thy brethren, like shall the Lord your God raise up unto youof your
unto me;unto him ye shall hearken brethren]ike unto me him shall ye heain all things

18 1 will raise them up a Prophet from among the whatseeverhelshallisayitnioiyeuskipsiv.i6]

brethren, like unto thee, and will put my words in| 23 And it shall come to pass, thexery soulwhich
his mouth; and he shall speak unto them all that | will not hear that prophet, shall bedestroyedrom
shall command him. among the peopled

19 And it shall come to pass, that whosoever will
not hearken unto mwords which heshall speak in 1 Nephi 22:20i 4570 B.C.
my name | will require it of himo

fi éunto the fulfilling ofthe words of Moses, which
he spakesaying:A prophet shall the Lord your

God raise up unto yoy like unto me him shall ye
hearin all things whatsoever he shall say unto you.
[skips v. 18]And it shall come to pass thait those
who will not hear that prophet shall becut off from
among the peopl&é~ Nep hi 6 s wor ds

1. Some apologists suggest that Joseph would come across a passage he recognized while translating and would then cons
scriptures, or that he made his translation match the Bible afterwards. Regpdfss:t at es t hat fithe witr
unanimous that Joseph did not have a book or papers, and could not have concealed thed ifHed ve, 0 so Jose
scriptures during the translation. Neither did he change these verses afterwards, astheedrayieal manuscripif this section.

What makes more sense is that he preparaterial before the translation (the wrong material in this case), and that the seer stor
a prop. FAIR qguestions whether Joseph had access t aring. Bi



https://www.lds.org/scriptures/nt/acts/3.22-23?lang=eng#p21
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/ot/deut/18.15%2C19?lang=eng#p14
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/1-ne/22.20?lang=eng#p19
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/1-ne/22.20?lang=eng#p19
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/ot/deut/18.15-19?lang=eng#p14
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/nt/acts/3.22-23?lang=eng#p21
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/1-ne/22.20?lang=eng#p19
https://www.fairmormon.org/answers/Book_of_Mormon/Translation/Method/Mainly_italics_altered
https://imgur.com/2tvccDc
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KJV vs JST vs BoM

There are cases where theseph Smith Translatimontradicts the Book of

Mormon. Thefull text of the JST (held by the RLDS church) has beenfied as

correct(lds.org screenshotofquote We dondét have the JST ve
foll owing passage, among ot he#lersisthedue t o i
original King James verse before Joseph changed it:

Matthew 5:41i AAnd whosoever shall compel thee to go a mile, go with him taain.

God refers to the JST #% new translation of his holy warkh the JST, Joseph
reverses the meaninfo one of Chri stodos messagwes iin t
43 of the JSTI n every other transl ati on, Chri st
mile, go two. In the JST, Christ is sayitggwalk only as far as you are asked.

fAnd whosoever shall compel thee to go a mile, go with him a mile; and whosoever s
compel thee to go with him twain, thou shalt go with him tvéain.

The Sermon on the Mount passage in the Book of Mormon remains unchanged.
Which is correct, th&ook of Mormon or the Joseph Smith Translation?

3 Nephi 12:47 fAnd whosoever shall compel thee to go a mile, go with him téain.

If God simply wants the Book of Mormon to match the King James Bible, then

why doesnét the Book of Mormon match the
Red Sea example on thalowing page? The Book d¥flormon was supposed to

clarify Biblical doctrine, not propagate its errors. Or maybe the JST is in error?

Copying Paul:

It is understandable that God would want different people on different continents

to have the same message. In the following examples, the message is remarkably
similar. This shows that even aside from
there are may cases where the good material in the Book of Mormon could easily

have been borrowed from another source. Was Joseph filling up space? Why did

Nephi engrave 15 chapters of Isaiah? Why not just tell us to read Isaiah?

ExamplesEther 12:622 vs Hebrews 11Moroni 7:45vs 1 Corinthians 13:4
(al most an exact match here between Mor ol
the time of Christ), anoroni 10:818vs 1 Corinthians 12:4.1.



http://www.centerplace.org/hs/iv/default.htm
https://www.lds.org/ensign/1992/06/i-have-a-question?lang=eng
https://imgur.com/ZQGRhNp
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/dc-testament/dc/124.89?lang=eng#p88
http://www.centerplace.org/hs/iv/iv-mat.htm#v5.43
http://www.centerplace.org/hs/iv/iv-mat.htm#v5.43
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/ether/12.6-22?lang=eng#p5
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/nt/heb/11?lang=eng
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/moro/7.45?lang=eng#p44
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/nt/1-cor/13.4-7?lang=eng#p3
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/moro/10.8-18?lang=eng#p7
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/nt/1-cor/12.4-11?lang=eng#p3
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/nt/matt/5.41?lang=eng#p40
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/3-ne/12.41?lang=eng#p11
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The Way of the Red Sea:

2 Nephi changelsaiah9: s fiseao to fARed Sea, 0 cr

eatir

2 Nephi 19:17i fiNevertheless, the dimness shall not be such as was in her vexation, when at fi
he lightly afflicted thdand of Zebulun and the land dlaphtalj and afterwards did more
grievously afflictby the way of the Red S&&yond Jordam Galilee of the rationso

As lIsaiah specifiedhe way of thesed n G ais a roae g
that passegrough Galilee As confirmed byds.org this
road passes through Caper
of t he Rdiflere&éiblidal raagwhieh does not
pass through Galileeeanimg 2 Nephicontradicts itself.

Apologists: FAIR says that Olive€Cowdery, as scribe, ma

Figure 61 By Internet Archive Book

h a V e a d d e d t h e W 0 r d n R e d 0 Images|No restrictions], via Wikimedia Commons a

cropped, color added Jink

ResponseAgain, theRLDS churchhas thecomplete Joseph Smith Translation

and Ids.org shows that their JST is relialdis.org screenshot of quateln the
JST, Joseph cihlsaiagldselfi ohét hea®Red sea.
that Joseph intended the change i n 2
Isaiah 9:1 is seltontradicting, as the Way of the Red Sea is not in Galilee.

Apologists: FAIR quotes an email from D. Charles Pydéo is studying to be a
theologian Pyle claims that h e K i n g ¢owhichhbasgeb mear ynot through)
Galileg is part of the Way of the Red Seaaking the error less blatant.

ResponseEvery other source disagrees with Pyle, showing that\iige of the

Red Seaisfartoéh s out h, and i s an offshoot
(inthislinkk, hit the blue fAinexto button tw
Matthew 4:1215alsoconf i r ms t he road in | sai ah

Side note TheTargum( J ewi sh scripture known ab
contain Athe Red Seao in that verse.
orally for hundreds of years after the composition of3bptuagit andMasoretic
Text These older scrolls do not call it the Red Sea. Oral traditions are prone to
change, and the entire Targum verse is dramatically altered. Even if the Targum
was correct, Jeph needed to change the rest of the verse to avoid contradiction.

I 1 eer

nscr.i

0 Thi
Nepl

or sn
i ce a
9:1
out i
The

fé thosethat were left, a mighty king led into captivity, because they did not remember the po
of the Red Sea, neither the wonders of t hi

Isaiah 9:1 of the Targuiinnote that this does not match Matthew 4:15



https://www.lds.org/scriptures/ot/isa/9.1?lang=eng
https://imgur.com/Yu8bojM
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/ot/deut/1.40?lang=eng#39
https://imgur.com/aEuWjUL
http://www.centerplace.org/hs/iv/default.htm
https://www.lds.org/ensign/1992/06/i-have-a-question?lang=eng
https://imgur.com/ZQGRhNp
http://www.centerplace.org/hs/iv/iv-isa.htm#v9.1
https://imgur.com/P57rKQ3
http://publications.mi.byu.edu/people/d-charles-pyle/
http://publications.mi.byu.edu/people/d-charles-pyle/
http://www.bible-history.com/maps/ancient-roads-in-israel.html
http://www.bible-history.com/maps/ancient-roads-in-israel.html
https://books.google.com/books?id=WC80zxPIgyQC&pg=PA1974&lpg=PA1974&dq=%22way+of+the+red+sea%22+king%27s+highway&source=bl&ots=bLEMQ5bhcC&sig=ldnyQog4DwYe5JisyM2T3ksYkEk&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwiQi5i2mLTMAhWGWj4KHUsHCVEQ6AEIMjAE#v=onepage&q=%22way%20of%20the%20red%20sea%22%20king's%20highway&f=false
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/nt/matt/4.12-15?lang=eng#p11
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Targum
http://www.ecmarsh.com/lxx/Esaias/index.htm
http://www.mechon-mamre.org/p/pt/pt1008.htm
http://www.mechon-mamre.org/p/pt/pt1008.htm
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/2-ne/19.1?lang=eng
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:A_history_of_the_Jewish_people_during_the_Maccabean_and_Roman_periods_(including_New_Testament_times)_(1900)_(14576629399).jpg
https://books.google.com/books?id=_boCAAAAQAAJ&printsec=frontcover&dq=chaldee+paraphrase+Isaiah#v=onepage&q=chaldee%20paraphrase%20Isaiah&f=false
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The Visitation of Christ

There is a patternin 3 Nephiofenep pi ng di fferent aspects o
in Israel.Having the Book of Mormon orep the Biblewould becorsistent with
Josepho s(see dsa theldpittwre of Joseph fromyu.edy:

Al am the only man that has ev
together since the days of Adam. A large majority of the whole have
stood by me. Neither Paudohn, Petemor Jesugver did it.| boast

that no man ever did such a work as I. The followers of Jesus ran av
from Him; but the Latteday Saints never ran away from me get.

~Joseph Smith, 1844fter referencindgfaul's boastingand claiming
to have suffered more than Paldseplgoes on to giveane of the
credit to the Saints.

byu.edu- History of the Church, Vol. 6, Ch. 19, p. 4889

Figure 77 Joseph Smith, Jr., by
Danquart Anthon Weggeland jink

A comparison:

New Testament Book of Mormon
A star in theeast A night without darkness
The sun darkened for three hours Darkness for three days
A minor earthquake The destructin of whole cities

Jesus appearing to 500 people after his Jesus appearing to 2500 peoplth all of

resurrectiorwith one person touchings$ them touching the wounds

wounds

The loaves and fishes Wine and bread from nothing

Blessing little children Blessing them with angels encircling them

Strong wind and cloven tongues at Pentec| Encircled by fire and angels at Pentecost

Jesus biag transfigured A multitude witnessing nine apostles being
transfigured

Promised that Jehwould not taste death Three Nephites receiving that promise



http://rsc.byu.edu/archived/california-saints-150-year-legacy-golden-state/chapter-1-where-shall-we-gather
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/nt/matt/2.2?lang=eng#p1
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/3-ne/1.15?lang=eng#p14
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/nt/matt/27.45?lang=eng#p44
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/3-ne/10.9?lang=eng#p8
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/nt/matt/27.51?lang=eng#p50
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/3-ne/8?lang=eng
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/nt/1-cor/15.6?lang=eng#p5
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/nt/1-cor/15.6?lang=eng#p5
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/nt/john/20.27?lang=eng#p26
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/nt/john/20.27?lang=eng#p26
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/3-ne/17.25?lang=eng#p24
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/3-ne/11.15?lang=eng#p14
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/3-ne/11.15?lang=eng#p14
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/nt/luke/9.16?lang=eng#p15
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/3-ne/20.6-7?lang=eng#p5
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/nt/mark/10.13?lang=eng#p12
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/3-ne/17.21-24?lang=eng#p20
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/nt/acts/2.1-4?lang=eng
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/3-ne/19.14?lang=eng#p13
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/nt/matt/17.2?lang=eng#p1
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/3-ne/28.12-17?lang=eng#p11
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/3-ne/28.12-17?lang=eng#p11
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/nt/john/21.23?lang=eng#p22
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/3-ne/28.4-7?lang=eng#p3
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/nt/2-cor/11.16-19?lang=eng#15
https://byustudies.byu.edu/content/volume-6-chapter-19
https://www.lds.org/media-library/images/joseph-smith-jr-danquart-weggeland-192288?lang=eng&category=
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Ch. 47 The Reality of the Law of Moses

There are discrepencibstween what we learn about the Law of Moses and what
the law actually demands. We sometimes hear that the Law of Moses was
supposed to be harsh in order to better keep the Israelites in line. In addition, the
Book of Mormon says that all things in thevLaf Mosestypify of Christ, that

Christ gave the layand that every whit of tHaw points to the Atonement.

2 Nephi 11:4" fieé for this end hath the lanf Moses been given; ard things which have
been given of God from the beginning of the world, unto man, are the typifying af him.

Alma 34:14i i And b e h dhewhple mehning of theslaw, every whit pointing to that
great and last sacrificand that great and last sacrifice will be the Son of @adl,

3 Nephi 15:457 i 4 B e h ount you thathe &w is fulfilled that was given unto Moses.
5 Behold| am he that gave the lagv.0

The scriptures shown below are all part of the Law of Moses (as confirmed by

byu.edy screenshot . Do we see Godo6és | aw given to k
thislaw appear to be creatbg menin orderto ownslaves get women, and

discriminateDo these laws point to the Atonemeiit¥e JST clarified some Law

of Moses commandments, such as Deut. 14081fit does not alter any of these.

fBeating maids is ok, as |l ong as they sur\
Is death), because they are money.

Exodus 21:2217 20 And ifa man smitdnis servantor his maid with a rod, and he die under
his hand; he shall beurely punished.

21 Notwithstandingjf he continuea day or two, he shall not Ipeinished: for hés his moneyo

fA severe penalty for grabbing an attackert

Deuteronomy 25:1:127i111 When men strive together
one draweth near f@o deliver her husband out of the hand of him that smiteth dunth putteth
forth her hand, antiketh him by tk secrets:

12 Then thou shalt cut off her hand, thine eye shall noth@ty

1 Discrimination against eunuchs, bastards, andiéseendants of bastards (if this
was to prevent the creation of eunuchs, why not punish those who created them?):

Deuteronomy 23:-P 1 ii He that iswvoundedn the stones, or hath hisivy membercut off,
shall not enter into the congregatioiithe Lord.

2 A bastardshall not enter into the congregation of the Lawkn to his tenth generatishall
he not enter into the congregation ofthe r d . 0



http://eom.byu.edu/index.php/Law_of_Moses
https://imgur.com/l98ZBAX
https://imgur.com/OWNbALL
https://imgur.com/OWNbALL
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/ot/deut/25.11-12?lang=eng#p10
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/ot/deut/23.1-2?lang=eng
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/ot/ex/21.20-21?lang=eng#p19
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/2-ne/11.4?lang=eng#p3
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/alma/34.14?lang=eng#p13
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/3-ne/15.4-5?lang=eng#p3
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fPeople can be Apossessionsodo and Abondmen

Leviticus 25:454671 i 4 Moreover of the children of theérangers that do sojourn among you,
of them shall ye buy, and of their families tha¢with you, which they begat in your land: and
they shall be your possession.

46 And ye shalkake them as aimheritanceor your children after youp inheritthem fa a
possession; they shall be your bondrfa@rever but over your brethren the children of Israel,
ve shall not rule one over another with

1 Men taking wives from beautiful captive women aftdyadtle:

Deuteronomy 21:1031 110 When t hou goest forth to w
theLord thy God hath delivered them into thine hands, and thou hast taken them captive,

11 And seest among the captiveseautiful woman, and hast a desire unto her, that thou
wouldest have her to thy wife;

12 Then thou shalt bring her home to thine house; and she shall shave hemlgaate her
nails;

13 And she shall put theaiment of her aptivity from off her, and shall remain in thine house,
and bewalil her father and her mother a full month: and aftetitbatshalt go in unto her, and
be her husband, arstie shall be thy wife

Regarding women:

9 Deut. 22:23271 If a woman is successfully raped in a city, it is assumed that she

did not cry out for help, and she is to be stoned to deathe lisstaped in a field,
she is spared, as there was no one to hear her cry for help.

i Deut 22:13217 | f a man suspects that hi s bri
must prove to the elders that the bedsheets on the wedding night were bloody. If
they cannot do this, the bride is to be stoned to death. We now know that women

often do not bleed when they lose their virginity.
I Lev. 27:177 God apparently values women half as much as he values men,
rounded up. A one monibld maleis worth5 shekels, while a femals worth 3.
fLev. 121-57 After giving birth, a woman is unclean for seven days and cannot
enter thesanctuary for 33 days. Those time periods double if her child is female.

Did God really command athisto point to the Atonement@peaking othose

times would God reall)command genocide (includinglling infants, little boys
and girls, etc.), as in the first three linksdadr Samuel 15:3Joshua 6:21Joshua
10:4041, Numbers 31:1718and1l Samuel 27:®? Would a loving God test a
peopl eds obedience by ordering them
way to give them land®/hich is worseidolatry orgrown men Kkilling little girl®

t

de

(0]

s |


https://www.lds.org/scriptures/ot/deut/22.23-27?lang=eng#p22
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/ot/deut/22.13-21?lang=eng#p12
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/ot/lev/27.1-7?lang=eng
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/ot/lev/12.1-5?lang=eng
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/ot/1-sam/15.3?lang=eng#p2
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/ot/josh/6.21?lang=eng#p20
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/ot/josh/10.40-41?lang=eng#p39
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/ot/josh/10.40-41?lang=eng#p39
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/ot/num/31.17-18?lang=eng#p16
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/ot/1-sam/27.8-9?lang=eng#p7
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/ot/deut/21.10-13?lang=eng#p9
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/ot/lev/25.45-46?lang=eng#p43
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Ch. 571 Trinitarian Beliefs

The 1830 Book ofMormon had Trinitarian language, describing Christ and God

as the same being. This was consistent wi
teachingsare nconsi stent with Josephos | ater ve
which Joseph should have known that Christ and the Eternal Father are separate

beings. The 1830 edition compared with the 1837 and current editions, which have

At he Son of orsesdded to each ve

1830 Edition 1837 Edition
1 Nephi 11:18 fithe virgin which thou 1 Nephi 11:18 fithe virgin which thou
seest, ithe mother of Go® o seest, is the mother tfe Son ofGod é 0

1 Nephi 11:217 fibeholdthe Lamb of God, | 1 Nephi 11:21i fibehold the Lamb of God,
even the Eternal FatHer eventhe Son otheEternal Fathép

1 Nephi 13:40i fithe Lamb of God is the 1 Nephi 13:40i fithe Lamb of God ishe
Eternal Fatheand the Savior of the world; | Son ofthe Eternal Father and the Savior of
éo the world;é 0

While this Trinitarianlaguage doesndét fit with Josepho
it, it does fit with his first recorded version, which Joseph wrote in 1832. In this
1832 account, o0 Joseph only sees one per ¢

fi [nithe 18 year of my age piller of light above the brightness of the sun at noon day
come down from above and rested upon melavas filled with the spirit of god and the
Lord opened the heavens upon me and | saw the Lord and he spake unto me saying
Joseph my son thy sins are forgitbee.é¢ 0

josephsmithpapers.ordetterbook 1, the rest of the vision provided at this link

Years later, the Trinitarian languageiseeme d fr om t hese verses,
First Vision story evolved to include his seeing of two personages.

Apologists: FAIR gives examples from the early LDS church that they believe

contradict Trinitarian doctrine, as their teachings and quotes describe Christ as

being separate from the Father. For example, some members spekeoat

God o s r iofGod refdrrengita higiOnly BegottenSono0 and t hey spok
the Son being in the Fatheros glory


http://josephsmithpapers.org/paperSummary/book-of-mormon-1830?p=31&highlight=the%20virgin%20which%20thou%20seest
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/1-ne/11.18?lang=eng#p17
http://josephsmithpapers.org/paperSummary/book-of-mormon-1830?p=31&highlight=behold%20the%20Lamb%20of%20God
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/1-ne/11.21?lang=eng#p20
http://josephsmithpapers.org/paperSummary/book-of-mormon-1830?p=38&highlight=Savior%20of%20the%20world
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/1-ne/13.40?lang=eng#p39
https://www.fairmormon.org/answers/Question:_Did_Joseph_Smith_begin_his_prophetic_career_with_a_%22trinitarian%22_idea_of_God%3F
http://josephsmithpapers.org/paperSummary/letterbook-1?p=9&highlight=the%20Lord%20heard%20my%20cry%20in%20the%20wilderne
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ResponseThe teachings and quotes from early LDS members are actually

bi blical and dondét contradict Trinitariat
Trinitarian beliefs:{ e sus at GoG@od refernng to hig Onlly Begatiten

Son andthe Son beingimte  F a t h ) Triditariangdbctrineymakes room for

these, and the Book of Mormon has similar exam@esh doctrine as a rule is

confusing andnysterious One thing thasets it apart from nefrinitarian faiths

(such as Mor moni sm t oday )mbiofsGodwstreen st uf f i
Eternal Fathee FAI R mi sseshowuonogaloddeipihdbsf or mer

1) Early D&C revelations have Jesus Christ referring toshiml f as fAmi ne On
Begotten Soa(D&C 29:1,5,42,46ndD&C 49:5,29, from 183031:

D&C 49:5,28i b Thus saith the Lord; for | am God, ahdve sent mine Only Begotten
Soninto the world for the redemption of the woréd 0

28 Behold,l am Jesus Chrisand | come quickly. Even so. Amen.

Jesus calling himself fimine Only Begotter
separatehysicalbeing from the Father, as taught later on ioriionism.

2) By 1831, Joseph turned the Father and the Son into the same person in his JST:

King James Version Joseph Smith Translation

Luke 10:22 fAll things aredelivered to me | Luke 10:23 AAll things are deliveretb me
of my Father: ansho man knoweth who the | of my Father; andio man knoweth that the
Son is, but the Father; and who the Father | Son is the Father, and the Father is the Sor
but the Sonand he to whom the Son wiill but him to whom the Son will revealdt.
reveal himo

3) A Book of Mormonverse which remains unchanged:

Alma 11:383971 38 Now Zeezronsaith again unto hinis the Son of Godthe very
Eternal Father?

39 And Amulek said unto hin¥ea, he ighe very Eternal Father of heavenand of earth,
and all things which in them are he is the beginning arttle end, the first and the last;

Summary) This doctrinal change raises serious questions as to the validity of

our current version of the First Visiptne JST (in Luke), D&C (sections 29 and

49), the Book of Mormon,anio s e p h 6 s s eAsinotlerncasas,cnetms or vy .
here changed the words that God sent him via the seer stone.


http://www.godglorified.com/therighthandofgod.htm
https://imgur.com/yzBRxu4
https://imgur.com/yzBRxu4
https://imgur.com/dZ7i1aD
https://www.google.com/search?q=trinitarian+mysterious&oq=trinitarian+mysterious&aqs=chrome..69i57.3369j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/dc-testament/dc/29.1%2C5%2C42?lang=eng
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/dc-testament/dc/49.5%2C28?lang=eng#p4
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/nt/luke/10.22?lang=eng#p21
http://www.centerplace.org/hs/iv/iv-luk.htm
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/alma/11.38-39?lang=eng#p37
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/dc-testament/dc/49.5%2C28?lang=eng#p4
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Ch. 81 Contradictions
Some questions arise when comparing Book of Mormon verses to other scriptures.
1)Knowl edge of the Time of Christds Bi

Did they know when Christ would come? Nephi says yes, Alma says no.

1 Nephi 10:4' i Y e a , sixéaundradyears | Alma 13:25i fiAnd now we only wait to
from the time bhat my father left Jerusalem,| hear the joyful news declared unto us by tt
aprophetwould the Lord God raise up mouth of angels, of his comy; for the time
among thelews® even aMessiah or, in cometh, weknow nothow soonWould to
othe words, a Savi or | Godthatit mightbein my day; but let it be
1 Nephi 19:8and2 Nephi 25:19 sooner or later, in it | will rejoice.

2) Age of Enos

The 7 genations from Jacob to Amaleki span 460 yeArsexpected 7

generation span before modern times would®@190 yeargscreenshot of

quotg. While possible, this is very improbable. As part of the;ob was born in

the wilderness by 591 B.@70+ yearslaterrhi s son Enos fAbegan to

1 Nephi 17:4° AAnd we did sojourn for the space of many years, yea, even eight years
the wilderness.

1 Nephi 18:7 AAnd now, my father had begat two sons in the wilderness; the elder wi
calledJacoband the youngetosepho

Enos 1:25 AANnd it came to pass that | began to be old, and an hundred and seventy i
nine years had passed away from the time that our fathetdfeberusalenm

3)Da v i d ansl theSWonds of Christ

Wer e Davidodéos wiftebBomndablbecabonegi ven to

Jacob 2:24 i B e h Bavidland Solomon | D&C 132:397 fiD a v i wivés and

truly hadmany wives and concubines concubines wergivenunto him of meby
which thing wasabominable before me, the hand of Nathan, my servant, and other
saith the Lordb of the prophets who had thkeysof this

P power;and in none of these thind& hesin
O L NS against me save in the casdJofah and his
wife; and, therefore he hatallenfrom his
exaltation, and received his portianh;. 0

book[of Mormon], even that paxthich |
have commanded him, and as your Lord
and your God liveth it is true.



https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/1-ne/10.4?lang=eng#p3
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/1-ne/10?lang=eng
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/1-ne/10?lang=eng
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/1-ne/10?lang=eng
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/1-ne/10?lang=eng
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/1-ne/19.8?lang=eng#p7
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/2-ne/25.19?lang=eng#p18
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/alma/13.25?lang=eng#p24
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/alma/13?lang=eng
http://www.ancestry.com.au/learn/learningcenters/default.aspx?section=lib_Generation
https://imgur.com/a/xA89b
https://imgur.com/a/xA89b
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/jacob/2.24?lang=eng#p23
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/dc-testament/dc/17.6?lang=eng#p5
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/dc-testament/dc/132.39?lang=eng#p38
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/1-ne/17.4?lang=eng#p3
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/1-ne/18.7?lang=eng#p6
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/enos/1.25?lang=eng#p24
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4) Changes to Plan of Salvation doctrine

In the Book of Mormon we find the preaching of a generic heaven for the

righteous and hell for the sinneiddsiah 3:2427, Alma 40:1114, 2326).

According to those verseal| are taken home to Gaeght after death

Unrighteous souls then remain in misery until the Resurrection and Judgment,

after whichthey are in a state of fire and brimstdne v e | tor ment, Afr on
t her e i slInMamonisamt after dJudginent, most of those who do evil go

tothe Telestial Kingdomwhichisi f met t er t han thi s worl d we

5) Which Year?

The following verses describe the same event taking place during different years.

Alma 56:9i fiBut behold, here is one thing Alma 53:222371 i 2 2 Hefaman did march

in which we may have great joy. For at the head of his two thousand stripling
behold, inthe twenty and sixth yea, soldiers, to the support of the people in the
Helaman, did march at the head of borders of the land on the south

thesetwo thousangoung men to the city

of Judea, to assist Antipus, o 23 And thusendedthe twenty and eighth

yearof the reign of the judges over the
people of Nepha

6) Age of Amos
If Amos Sr. received the plates right at birth, then he lived to be 84 yealfs old.

Amos Jr. was also bornat84yeat d Amos Sr . 6s death, then
111 years old (305 A.D. mi nus 194 A.D.).
age &tléf? Amos Jr. was born 20 years befor

reached the ag# 131. If Amos Sr. received the platesagte 16, he would have
died at age 101, making it unlikely that he fathered Amos Jr. right before he died.

4 Nephi 1:2% i 1 And it came to pass thltephi, he that kept this last reco&d,and
his sonAmos kept it in his steadnd he kept it upon the plates of Nephi also.

20 And he kept it eighty and four yedrs

21 And it came to pass thAimosdied also, (and it was dnuindred and ninety and
four years from the coming of Christ) and his son Amos kept the record in his;gtead

4 Nephi 1:47 AANnd it came to pass thafterthree hundred and fiveyearshad passed
away, (and the people did still remain in wickedne&gs)os died é 0



https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/mosiah/3.24-27?lang=eng#p23
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/alma/40.11-14%2C23-26?lang=eng#p10
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/dc-testament/dc/76.84-89?lang=eng#p84
http://emp.byui.edu/satterfieldb/quotes/Telestial.htm
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/alma/56.9?lang=eng#p8
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/alma/53.22-23?lang=eng#p21
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/4-ne/1.21?lang=eng#p20
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/4-ne/1.47?lang=eng#p46

7) Shedding of Blood

Moroni says that God has never allowed bloodshed. At the very beginning of
compilation is a

Moroni 6s pl ate

32

blood. What about God ordering the Israelites to commit genocide?

Ether 8:19 fiFor the Lord worketh not in secret combinatiamsither doth he will that
man should shed blood, but in all things hath forbidden it, from the beginning ai man

8) Infant Baptism

During the
Holy Ghost

t i me
di d

of
not

Mor mon Ch.
come wupon

1, t
any,

was certainly before he wrote an epistle on infant baptism to higaord in
Moroni Ch. 1). The pede only became more depraved in the years to come
(Mormon 4:1). If the people wee that depravedt seems like infant baptism

woul dsot hbgh on

In contrast, infant baptism was a divisive topic in the earfycEhtury ee

Appendix Q . | f

Mor mon

had specifically

day, the situation would make sense. Here, Mormon is directinge¢bsage to
Moroni in order to correct Nephite behavior.

Moroni 1:145 i1 An epi st
my fatherMormon, written to me, Moroni;
and it was written unto me soon after my
callingto the ministry. And on this wise
did he write unto me, saying:

5 And now, my son, | speak unto you
concerninghat which grieveth me
exceedingly; for it grieveth me that there
shoud disputationgise among you.

6 For, if | have learned the truth, thdrave
been disputations among you concerning
the baptism of your little childrem.

Mormon 1:1315,197 A 1 3 wigkedness
did prevailupon the face of the wholand,
insomuch that the Lord did take away his
beloved disciples, anthe work of miracles
and of healing did ceasecause of the
iniquity of the people.

14 And there werao gifts from the Lord
andthe Holy Ghost did not come upon any
because of their mkedness and unbelief.

15 And I, being fifteen years of age and
being somewhat of a sober mind, therefore
was visited of the Lord, and tasted and kn¢
of the goodness dlesus.

19 And it came to pass that there were
sorceries, and witchcrafts, and magiand
the power of the evil one was wrought upo
all the face of the lan@ 0

story in w

here we
n al | I

Mor méipgs i worly hl msexae et

direct


https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/morm/4.11?lang=eng#p10
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/moro/8.1%2C4-5?lang=eng
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/morm/1.13-14%2C15%2C19?lang=eng#p12
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/ether/8.19?lang=eng#p18
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Ch. 771 View of the Hebrews Israelites in America

The next two chapters will discuss fl aws
guestions do arise when trying to match Nephites and Lamanites with the

ancient civilizations of the Americas, as there seems to be no rbatchg

Josepho6s t imatehbetveeendhie Bamk ofrilosmon dmdtory wa s n Ot
thought to be the cas¥iew of the Hebrewsvhich was first publisheish Vermont

in 1823, attempts to establish as fact that the ancient Israelites colonized the

Americas, even splitting into two portions: a civilized group, and a barbaric group,

which wipes out the civilized group and from which the modern Native Americans

are descended. It appears that Joseph was trying to align his story with the

evidence of his time.

1) The Book of Mormon people simply do not match the ancient civilizations of
the Americas. For example, tkassic Periodf the Mayans lasted from 250 AD
until 900 AD. TheMiddle Woodland perio@f the Hopewell Indians comes close
time-wise, but FAIR soundly refutes the Hopewells as a match in these five posts:
(one two, three four, five). The lack of a good match to any civilization is
evidenced by the inability of Mormon scholars to agree on a setting for the Book
of Mormon. FAIR provideshis pagewith links to21 hemispheric43 limited and

9 internal geography moddi®talling 73 propositions for where it all took place).
This in spite of the following verse:

Mormon 1:7i fiThe whole face of the land had become covered with buildings, and the
people were as numerous almost, as it were the sand of the sea.

2)Et han Siewiof thedisbrewis a long thesis whicargued stronglyhat

the lost ten tribes of the Israelitemeto the AmericasThis byu.edu link
containsthe 2% edition ofView of the Hebrewgpublished in1825).The
introduction to the ¥ editionalludes to the speedy sale of the first edition, which
is an indication of its popularity.

The following quotatiorshows the convincing languagéh which Ethan Smith
reasos that the Native Americarese descendants tife lost ten tribes of Israel.

Al would only ask the reader ®Boaméepeéehe
whether he can give any rational account of these things short of the American natives
being the desewlants of Israel? May it netith some confidence be askamong what
other people on earth can such evidence be found of their being the ten trilbasl@f Is

byu.edu- View of the Hebrews



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maya_civilization#Classic_period
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Woodland_period#Middle_Woodland_Period_.281_to_500_CE.29.2C_Swift_Creek_Culture
http://blog.fairmormon.org/2011/02/12/the-hopewell-culture-in-the-great-lakes-area-and-the-book-of-mormon/
http://www.fairmormon.org/reviews-of-dna-evidence-for-book-of-mormon-geography/section-5-summary-identifying-the-nephites
http://www.fairmormon.org/reviews-of-dna-evidence-for-book-of-mormon-geography/section-10-conclusions-and-results
http://blog.fairmormon.org/2008/07/03/a-faulty-apologetic-for-the-book-of-mormon/
http://en.fairmormon.org/Specific_works/DNA_Evidence_for_Book_of_Mormon_Geography_(DVD)/Index
http://en.fairmormon.org/Book_of_Mormon/Geography
http://en.fairmormon.org/Book_of_Mormon/Geography/Models/Hemispheric
http://en.fairmormon.org/Book_of_Mormon/Geography/Models/Limited
http://en.fairmormon.org/Book_of_Mormon/Geography/Models/Internal
http://rsc.byu.edu/archived/view-hebrews-1825-2nd-edition/publications-ethan-smith
http://imgur.com/5eYbotj
http://imgur.com/5eYbotj
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/morm/1.7?lang=eng#p6
https://rsc.byu.edu/archived/view-hebrews-1825-2nd-edition/chapter-3-present-state-judah-and-israel
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Ethan Smith on the Israelites splitting into two types:

Al t 1 s hi g htheynore aiviiZzedphart oéthettribes df Israel, after they settlet
in America, became wholly separated from the hunting and savbee tfi their

brethren that the latter lost the knowledge of their having descended from the same
family with themselves; that the more civilized part continued for many centuries; tha
tremendous wars were frequent between them and their savage brethren, tithére for
became extinaé . These partially civilized people became extinct. What account can
given of this, but that the savages extirpated them, after long and dismal wars!

byu.edu- View of the Hebrews

3) B. H. Robertsa member of the First Council of the Sevestydied theView
of the Hebrew connection with the Book of Mormoiie sent his findings to
Heber J. Grant, now published as Studiethe Book of MormarRoberts
continued to publicly support the Book of Mormdselow, he discusses the
likelihood that Joseph Smith was acquainted Wiigw of the Hebrews.

fiDid such O6common knowl edge, 6 & ohganlnehme
vicinity where Joseph Smith spent his early youth and mantanddyas he a person of
sufficiently vivid and creative imagination as to produce such a work as the Book of
Mormon from such materiald®Pwill appear in what is to follow thaisc h 6 ¢ 0 mm
knowl edgedé did exist in New Engl #hatdne
book, at leastwith which he was most likely acquainted, could well have furnished
structural outlines for the Book of Mormaand thatloseph Smith was psessed of
such creative imaginative powers as would make it quite within the lines of possibilil
that the Book of Mormon could have been produced in thatway.

imgur.com- Studies of the Book of MormonCapabilifes of Joseph Smith

Roberts suggests that Joseph was in contact with knowledge of the book. One
possibility is that Oliver Cowderypnformed him of it as Ethan Smith was a
minister in Poultney Ol i v er 6 s ABYUh&uties articldarchived here
screenshotprovides this informatiort was usuallyOliver and Joseph who said
they received visions togeth@®liver was in western New York since 1825. Did
he neet Joseph before they originally claimed to m&=i@ld all be acoincidence.

After compiling a listof 26 similarities between the works, Roberts summarizes:

fiThere are many things in the former book that might well have suggested many mz
things in the otheMot é one or two, or half dozen, but many; and it is this fact of
many things of similarity and the cumulative force of them that makesgbes@rious a
menacd o Josephés story ofothe Book of N

~B. H. Roberts
imgur.com- Studies of the Book of MormonSimilarities



https://www.lds.org/ensign/1983/12/b-h-roberts-after-fifty-years-still-witnessing-for-the-book-of-mormon?lang=eng
https://www.lds.org/ensign/1983/12/b-h-roberts-after-fifty-years-still-witnessing-for-the-book-of-mormon?lang=eng
http://imgur.com/nKyOMZV
https://ojs.lib.byu.edu/spc/index.php/BYUStudies/article/viewFile/6631/6280
https://web.archive.org/web/20160316084630/https:/ojs.lib.byu.edu/spc/index.php/BYUStudies/article/viewFile/6631/6280
https://imgur.com/a/jMP5v
https://imgur.com/0SvLJ0o
https://imgur.com/0SvLJ0o
http://imgur.com/685FX3P
http://rsc.byu.edu/archived/view-hebrews-1825-2nd-edition/chapter-3-present-state-judah-and-isreal
http://rsc.byu.edu/archived/view-hebrews-1825-2nd-edition/chapter-3-present-state-judah-and-israel
http://imgur.com/tZccI0y
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FromEI| der Robertsodé 26 similarities:

Alt not o nlplgadson gvgrepade $or Isrdelitish origin of the American
Indiang .

It emphasizes and uses much of the material from the prophecies of Isaiah, includin
wholechaptersg .
The savage division utterly exterminates theicil i zed i n Et han S

Et han Smithodés book assumes uniithgHebréw r
race, and no othér.

Et han Smithos b oo Ksava geshapsthe £skimdaodthe ektremes
north) occupied the whole extent of t
Can such numerous and startling points of resemblance and suggestive contact be
merely coincidences?

imgur.com- Studies oftie Book of Mormon Similaritiesi Note:Ethan used different
Isaiah chapters. Note: Appendix B addresses the Book of Mormon location models.

Apologistsand Responsel n 1842, Joseph tARdasksd of Et h
why would he Apoint out the source of hi:
Joseph of plagiarizing it at the time? Response: Joseph did not plagiarize it. He

derived his work from its theories so that TheoBo@f Mormon would fit with

At he historical record. o He woul dndét be
Native Americans were descended from Israelites, as such a text would only
support his book. Critics oferdadoms. t i me wol
FAI'R questions why Joseph wouldnét copy t
in View of the Hebrewsd ask, why would he need t&?ew of the Hebrewwas

already circulating the evidence well enough on its own. The Book of Mormon

i sndét a collection of evidence. It i a ¢
Et handés work provides evidence for. t d
evidenceproves inaccurat&AIRs t at es on their page that ¥
6evidencesd have been judged to be false
FAIR alsolists ways in whiclView of the Hebrewand the Book of Mormon

differ, takingthata s a si gn t hat J o ¥iewohtheiHasewdt dr aw
Response: There could be many reasons f or
want his work to match up perfectly t h
Joseph di ctaccess tWiawokthe dHebrewsbut heard portions of the

theories out in public, as Roberts suggestedtfseprevious page

Summary) Josephos work is suspiciously os e

past American civilizations or DNA evidence,the next chapter explains.


https://imgur.com/CXDkYE9
https://imgur.com/a/ToVGe
http://imgur.com/a/ljM2Y
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Ch 87 DNA: The Natives Weigh In

DNA evidence conflicts with the LDS andew of theHebrewsclaim that

Hebrews colonized the Americas. DNA from modern Native Americans and from
the ancient remains of those who lived in Book of Mormon times/locations
confirm thatNative Americans originated from Sibermaa single founding

population at least 12,000 years ago, rather than from Israelites 2,600 years ago.

Populations have specific DNA types that are unique to them called haplogroups.
We 6| | f ype of ODNAcalledamtDNA with its mtDNA haplogroups.

Related populations will have similar groups, which are categorized by |&bers.
example, mtDNA haplogroup H is extremely common in Europe, whereas L is
unique to Africa. Within each letter group amembered subdivisions, such as L1

and L2. The amount and type of differences within these groups and subgroups tell
us how far back in time the groups split from each other, allowing us to trace
humani tydéds migration history.

Haplogroups A, B, C, D, and X2are found throughout the Native American

populations. These groups, with their uniqgue mutations, inform uSibetian
populationamigrated to the Americas 12,000+ years ago. This is aldorrmeal

by studies oY DNA. As will be explained, if Israelites colonized the Americas,

webdbd expect groups H, l, J, T, U, V, W,

Haplogroups AD are still common in East Asia. X has vanished in most of that
region, tut it is still present iparts of Siberiaconfirming that it passed through.
Other types of Xare more common to Europe and the Middle East. Its split
occurredbeforethe original migration to the Americas took place, and the X2a
variant arrived via Siberia along with the other groups 12,000 years ago. In 2015,
this was confirmed wheX2a was found in the Kennewick méstreenshdt a

9,000 yeawold body from the Pacific NorthwegtAIR discisses haplogroup X:

fAs LDS genetiist UgoP e r e g 0 p u tDods fhaplogmaup x| provide evidence to
support a preColumbian Israelite migrain to Western hemispheré™N o . Soéne argue that
X shows arrival of Lehi, etc. but this is too easy an explanalioa.data seems to indicate it
wasfrom an ancient group 12,000 years ago, and Lehi's mtDNA has disappeared.

fA February 2008 genetics study on American population migration states:differential

pattern of distribution and frequency of haplogroujed some to suggest that it may represent
an independent migration to the Americas. Here we show, by using 86 complete mitochonc
genomes, thall Native American haplogroups, including haplogroup X, were part of a single
founding population, thergtrefuting multiplemigration models

Note: There may have beerore than one wave from Siberia



http://www.pbs.org/newshour/rundown/dna-traces-native-americans-ancestry-siberia/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/15638829
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/15638829
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/14595095
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/15126280?dopt=Abstract
http://www.nature.com/nature/journal/vnfv/ncurrent/full/nature14625.html
https://imgur.com/PJaUxuS
http://en.fairmormon.org/Book_of_Mormon/DNA_evidence/Geography_issues/Haplogroup_X2a
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3615710/
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Apologists The church responds to this matter igaspel topics essa@ne of
their arguments is that we db&é not know wl

Response Haplogroups cover wide populations, not just individuals. We do know
what NeatEastern and Jewish DNA look like. Just as we know the haplogroups
common to continents, we know thidg¢arEastern DNA contains haplogrouds

[, J, N (which is found on almost all continents), T, U, V, W, and X (but not.X2a)
It just so happens that a group of Israeldesleave Jerusalem around 600 B.C.,
though they ended up in presealay Iran and Iragguote fromncbi.nlm.nih.goy:

fiThe Jewish communities of Irag and Iran constitute the oldesAsbkenazi Jewish
communities outside the Levant and westablished during the 6th century B.@.E.

These communities contain the haplogroups H, J, T, U, anth&/Iragi and Irani

Jews are clearly descended from NEastern people. Israelite haplogroups H, J,

T, U, and W are completely absent from Native Americans that lived before
Christopher Columbus. Only X is held in common between {&@aterners and

Native Americans, and its X2a variant arrived in America withfolmading

group. Though the Nedtastern variants of X had developed/Q00 years ago

they are absent in the Americas. Europeans mixed in some of their loaplegr
postColumbus, and these are traceable due to their mutations. In other words, any
European or Neatastern DNA arrived either 12,000 years ago, or after 1492.

The Lehitesvould have brought over haplogroups H, J, T, U, W, or i\the
NearEastern X groups. Instead, we find haplogroups A, B, C, D, and X2a.

Apologists The essagoes on to claim that the Israelites could have been a small
group among many other indigenous populations alrpeglsent in America, and
their DNA di sappeared overtime via Apopul

Response Appendix B addresses a long list of evidence that the story was

intended to take place across both continefes,. such a settings entirely

inconsistent with archaeological and now DNA evidence that both continents were

fullof Siberand e scendant s ( pl us o tahdehistorywditiies 1t do
continents). Aologists haveow splitinto two mainii s ma | | camps:.coe ip O

favor d a Mesoamerican model, and one in favor of a Great Lakes model.

The Mesoamerican model is flawed du€tarist calling the eastern Native

Americans "LamanitesMor oni 6 s cl aim to Joseph that 1
of AbrahamCuma a h 6 s ,thelLceahti lamémscludingthe U.S. L Nephi

13:1419,esp. 30, and names in the edte Kishkiminetag(side note below).

2. The essay brings odiphatpoedi bl dudafeundebLebfbdbecygroup
their place of origin. Response: The families of Lehi, Zqrmmael, Mulek, and those who arrived with Mulek, including the
wives of Lehi, Ishmael, Mulek, and those who arrived with Mulek, would each need to have had Y DNA (for the men) and r
(for the women) uncommon to the Midelast for this to work. Giveh hat t he | srael it es xtdmdy 6t
unlikely. Furthermore, the Siberian DNA throughout the Americas is traced back to before Book of Mormon times (ex: hapl
D from 8,300 B.C. in the Northwestnd A from6,500 B.C. in South AmeridaTable S1).



https://imgur.com/799DpBk
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC1288566/pdf/AJHGv67p1251.pdf
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC1288566/pdf/AJHGv67p1251.pdf
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2323359/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2323359/
http://haplogroup.org/mtdna/rsrs/l123456/l23456/l2346/l346/l34/l3/n/x/x2/x2b/
https://imgur.com/PpG0yZv
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/dc-testament/dc/32.2?lang=eng#p1
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/dc-testament/dc/32.2?lang=eng#p1
https://www.fairmormon.org/answers/Source:Joseph_Smith:Nov_1835:he_said_the_indians_were_the_literal_descendants_of_Abraham
https://www.fairmormon.org/answers/Source:Joseph_Smith:Nov_1835:he_said_the_indians_were_the_literal_descendants_of_Abraham
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/1-ne/13.14-19%2C30?lang=eng#p10
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/1-ne/13.14-19%2C30?lang=eng#p10
http://www.pnas.org/content/114/16/4093
http://advances.sciencemag.org/content/advances/suppl/2016/03/30/2.4.e1501385.DC1/1501385_SM.pdf
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Among other reasons (see Appx. B), the Great Lakes model is flawdd the
prophecy inl Nephi 13:12hat Columbus would reach the Lamanites. Columbus
only reached Mesoamerica and 8wuth American descendaimsthe Caribbean

All of the models are flawed in that the Book of Mormon makes it extremely clear
that the land was preserved for the Hebrew nations, and kept from all other
nations, making difficult the theory that the Lehitiegelt among other groups.

2 Nephi 1:897 8 And behold, it is wisdom th#tis land should be kept as yet from the
knowledge of other nationfor behold, many nations would overrun the land, tiate would
be no place for an inheritance

9 Wherefore|, Lehi, have obtained a promise, that inasmucthase whom the Lord God
shall bring out of the land of Jerusalenshall keep his commandments, they shall prosper
upon the face of this land; atitky shall be kept from all other nations, that theymay
possess this land unto themselves

Thispromisedoesnodot fit with a foundingsspopul at
the American continents by 10,000 years agwseSiberianDNA is traced

through his timeln this exampleancient DNA from 800 B.C., 1200 A.D., and

modern DNA show continuity of specific mutations (withirDAO s subgr oups)
the Northeast. They show that its population has been there at least 3,000 years.

We have the DNAf the remains in each of the propdsarea$rom Book of

Mormon timesThey were descended from Siberians. Here are links to analyses of
ancient human DNA from th@reat Lakes area from around 275 B.C. (Mound
25)and250 A.D, Mayans dating back to 26860 A.D, anda Chilean and

Peruvians dating from 50 B.C. and 1650 A.D. (respectivelyj With the Two
Continent(hemispheric)nodel (Appendix B), all of these studies are problematic.

SideNoteFr om Josephsd6 works and stories, the
of Kishkumen Onidah andOnandagug¢KishkiminetasandOneid3g in real life

would be strong evidence for the Book of Mormon, except that they were present

in his region. Is it a coincidence that the closest matches (by far) of unbiblical

Book of Mormon names to real names were readily available to Joseph? Joseph,

who lived byOnondaga Countyold of a Lamanite prophet namésandagus

Summary) Christ pins the Lehitéocation to at least the eastern United States.
We have the bodies themselves, from Book of Mormon times, of the people who
ocaupied that area of the Americéas well as the other area$hey tell us a clear
story of who their ancestors were. Not ontyttley not match Israelites, but they

do match Siberian§imon Southertoalso responds to theurchessay.

3. Of the sixtyone Great Lakes samples between lllinois and Ohio, during Book of Mormon times, sixty are A, B, C, and C
one is X. The study did not explore which type of X, but X2a is common today in ¢iat.r&he abundance of the Siberian
haplogroups in the heart of Lehite territorysignificant especi al |l y gi v en adnekSouthbAsneripan o mi
sampleshowgroups AD. In this last studysupplementary materia{¥able S1) show samples from Lima, Peru and a sample
from Juaranga, Chile.



https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/1-ne/13.12?lang=eng#p11
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ta%C3%ADno
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/18386794
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/272465020_Migration_and_Social_Structure_among_the_Hopewell_Evidence_from_Ancient_DNA
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/272465020_Migration_and_Social_Structure_among_the_Hopewell_Evidence_from_Ancient_DNA
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/272465020_Migration_and_Social_Structure_among_the_Hopewell_Evidence_from_Ancient_DNA
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4511806/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/27051878
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/27051878
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/hel/2.3?lang=eng#p2
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/alma/47.5?lang=eng#p4
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kiskiminetas_River
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oneida_people
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Onondaga_County,_New_York
http://en.fairmormon.org/Book_of_Mormon/Geography/Statements/Nineteenth_century/Joseph_Smith%27s_lifetime_1829-1840/Joseph_Smith/Zelph
http://simonsoutherton.blogspot.com.au/2014/02/tentative-faith-meets-uncompromising.html
http://advances.sciencemag.org/content/advances/suppl/2016/03/30/2.4.e1501385.DC1/1501385_SM.pdf
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/2-ne/1.8-9?lang=eng#p7
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Ch. 97 Anachronisms

In describing the Book of Mormon setting, the author included some items that
were largely, or completely, absent from+@elumbian America, or were
confined to areas which cause other problems for placing the Lebatesof the
following did not existin the Americas untthe Europeans introduced them:

Donkeys:FAIR speculates that when the Lehites
mention donkeys (or asses), they actually mean tap

(Fig. 8).
Cattle: FAIR claims thatwhen thewriters mention

cattle, they meant buffalo. R@olumbian bones of a
cow mayhave been found in théucatan peninsula.

Horses FAIR explains how there may habeen Figure 8 - By Sasha Kopf (Own workpeoL

(http://Iwww.gnu.org/copyleft/fdl.html) or CC BBA 3.0

http://creativecommons.org/licenses#n/3.0)], via Wikimedia Commo

remnant populations of a prehistoric horse species.

Wheat: FAIR theorizes that when the Book of Mormon talks about wheat, the
writers are referring to a grain in Mexico called amaranth.

Silk: FAIR found one case where silk may have been found in-&phembian
burial site in Central America.

The Wheel: The Book of Mormon mentions chariofSAIR theorizes that their
chariots must not have had wheels, as Europeans brought the idea of the wheel.

Steel Though the Book of Mormon mentions steel, which was absent in the
Americas,FAIR points out that it is not mentioned pasi0 B.C. in the Book of
Mormon text. They theorize that the Lisdslost the art of steahaking

Iron smelting: Though iron $ present around the world, the evidence that it was
smelted in ancient America is very scant, and only within Mesoamerica, as
discussed b¥AIR.

There are many other examples, which FAIR does a decent job at explaining as
possible, in my opinion.

Summary) Each must weigh the evidence, and some seem more plausible than
others. Which is more likely, th#te Nephites referred to tapirs as asses, or that
Joseph simply listed the animals and objects he was familiar with? In the above
Mesoamerican examples, as in other areas, civilizations were already present in

thearegawhi ch doesnoéot fthatthe land waks présdrned for Lelimi s e


https://www.fairmormon.org/answers/Book_of_Mormon/Animals#The_ass_or_donkey_in_the_Book_of_Mormon
https://www.fairmormon.org/answers/Book_of_Mormon/Animals/Cattle
https://www.fairmormon.org/answers/Book_of_Mormon/Animals#Horses_in_the_Book_of_Mormon
https://www.fairmormon.org/answers/Book_of_Mormon/Plants/Wheat#Wikipedia:_Amaranth_and_the_Aztecs
https://www.fairmormon.org/answers/Book_of_Mormon/Plants/Silk#Armitage:_.22It_is_suggested_by_de_.C3.81vila_Blomberg_that_wild_silk_was_used_in_Oaxaca_in_pre-Columbian_times.22
https://www.fairmormon.org/answers/Book_of_Mormon_anachronisms/Chariots_and_Wheels
https://www.fairmormon.org/answers/Book_of_Mormon/Anachronisms/Metals
https://www.fairmormon.org/answers/Book_of_Mormon/Anachronisms/Metals/Iron#Question:_What_was_known_about_iron_in_ancient_America.3F
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:First_Baptist_Church_Opelika_Alabama_(2).jpg
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Ch. 107 Other Flaws in the Story
1) Laban

God commanded Nephi to kill Laban. How does this fit Wiéther 8:19 where

Moroni says thaGod never commands bloodshésbdcol d nét j ust have
lastingcoma come over Labarif?God could reveal scripture via a seer stone, why

the need for bloodshedhedd ul d God really test someone
asking him to cut off the head of someone who is asleep?

2) Prophecies

The Book of Mormon is very specific with
before 1830. It is ot specific at allregarding the time period aft#830.Here is a
specific prophecy where apparently Josepl

2 Nephi 3:6,14,1% A &or Joseph truly testifiedaying: A seer shall the Lord my God raise
up, who shall ba choice seaunto the fruit of my loing

14 And thus prophesied Joseph, saying: Behold, that seer will the Lord bless; and they tf
seek to destroy him shall be confounded; for this promik&h | have obtained of the Lord,
of the fruit of my loins, shall be fulfilled. Behold, | am sure of the fulfilling of this promise;
15 And his name shall be called after me; and it shall be after the name of his Aaithdre
shall be like unto me; for the thing, which the Lord shall bring forth by his hand, by the
power of the Lord shall bring my people unto salvation.

3) The Jaredites

The whole Jaredite story stretches reaBty Jareditegat the bare minimumyith

theirherds and livestockoarded 8 barges that wesmall, the length of a tree, and

peaked at the side end&ailing in those barges f8d4 days would require a

massiveamount space just for food stordge livestock In the end, avhole

nation fights itself to the point wheadter2 million casualtiesonly the leader of

each side remains aliv&he two leaders then duel in single combat for victory.

ltos |i ke a child telling a story where

This story of a vast displacement in population (between the Jaredites getting
wiped out and the Nephites filling up the land) does not fit with the founding
Siberian population filling the Americas and passing their genes to the present.


https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/ether/8.19?lang=eng#p18
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/ether/6.14-16?lang=eng#p14
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/ether/6.4?lang=eng#p4
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/ether/2.16-17?lang=eng#p16
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/ether/2.16-17?lang=eng#p16
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/ether/6.11?lang=eng#p10
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/ether/15.2?lang=eng#p2
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/ether/15.29?lang=eng#p28
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/ether/15.29?lang=eng#p28
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/2-ne/3.6%2C14-15?lang=eng#p5
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The Importance of the Witnesses

A few more things, before moving on from the topic of the Book of Morr@on.
the three witnesses, who testified they saw an angel: Throughout the rest of this

document, cases wil/ be brought up whi

he on several occassions gets peopteteivefor him.

If we do believe the three withessstould we believe in the holy scriptures of the
ShakersAroundforty people testified they saw angels verifying its truth. Eight
women signedhe testimony belowMore testimonies are founia the link below

fiwe, the undersigned, heretagtify, thatwe saw the holy Angedtanding upon the housep, as
mertioned in the foregoing declaration, holding the Roll and Book.

Betsey Boothe. Sarah Maria Lewis. Louisa Chamberlain. Sarah Ann Spencer. Caty De Witt.
Lucinda McDoniels. Laura Ann Jaceh Maria Hedrick. o

archive.org A Holy, Sacred, and Divine Roll and Book

On the eight witnesses, who testified to handling the gold plates: The following is
a letter from a doubting membdigh priest Stephen Boett, to apostiéyman E.
Johnsonboth of whom later left the church. Apparently Martin Harris, one of the
three witnesses, admitted that the testimony of the eithsifalse. The three and
eight witnessedid almost always stk with their story.

fil have reflected long and deliberatelyon the history of this church and weighed the evidence fi
and against i® loth to give it upd butwhen | came to hear Martin Harris state in public that he
never saw the plates with his natural eyes only in vision or imagination, neither Oliverdgpwd
nor David [Whitmer] and also that the eight withesses never saw them and hesitated to sign th
instrument for that reason, but were persuaded to do it, the last pedestal ganemyayiew our
foundations was sapped and the entire superstructueehfeap of ruins, ... | was followed by W.
[Warren] Parish, Luke Johnson and John Boynton, all of who concurred with me. After we wert
done speaking, M[artin] Harris arose and said he was sorry for any man who rejected the Bool
Mormon for he knew it &s true, he said he had hefted the plates repeatedly in a box with only ¢
tablecloth or handkerchief over them, but he never saw them only as he saw a city through a
mountain And said that he never should have told that the testimony of the eight vead falsad
not been picked out of air but shdinave let it passed as it wadow br Johnson if you have
anything to say in favour of the Book of Moom| should be glad to hearat.

josephsmithpapers.ord_etterbook 2

There arel4 witnesses which claim that Smith colluded with Sidney Rigdon in
creating Mormonism (see Append. The pointin this cases that having a lot
of witnesses Bownusuglo met hing i snot

ch


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lyman_E._Johnson
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lyman_E._Johnson
http://josephsmithpapers.org/paperSummary/letterbook-2?p=69&highlight=I%20have%20reflected
https://archive.org/stream/holysacreddivinestew#page/304/mode/2up
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Other Potential Sources
The Late War

In the case oYiew of the Hebrewand the evangelical sources, Joseph may have

borrowed from the common knowledge of his surroundings. In contrast, it appears

that Joseph, or anyone who may have helped him write the Book of Mormon, had

access to an actual copyTie Late Warwritten by Gilbert Huntand published in

1819. The similarity in style and in the war elements is notewpiridicatingthat

the work had a strong influence on Josepl

The Late Wacontains the Hebraisms thdgfenders of the church useclaim

authenticity for the Book of Mormgrand so at minimum, we see tlifadomeone

was imitating the style ofhe Late Wanr t he Bi blaayHebyasmsod f i nd
present in their worklhe Hebraism known as chiasmus will be addressed
AAddressing the Evi dedhemoemomfcoallenge.baen L DS Chur

Similarities in style and language from the first chapterhe Late War

fil Now it came to pass, in the one thousand eight hundred and twelfth year of the
christian era, and in the thirty and sixth yaéer the people of the provinces of Columbie
had declared themselves a free and independent nation;

2 That in the sixth month @lie same year, on the first day of the month, the chief
Governor, whom the people had chosen to rule over the land of Columbia;

3 Even James, whose-siame was Madison, delivered a written paper to the GREAT
SANHEDRIN of the people, who were assemblagktber.

4 Andthe name of the city where the people were gathered together was called after 1
name of the chief captain of the laoidColumbia, whose fame extendeth to the uttermos
parts of the earth; albeit, he had slept with his fathers.

5 Neverthelss, the people loved him, forasmuch as he wrought their deliverance from
yoke of tyranny in times past; so they called the city WASHINGTEON

8 Lo! the lords and the princes of the kingdom of Britairthe fulness of their pride and
power, have tramipd upon the altar of Libgrt and violated the sanctuary thereof:

12 Inasmuclhas they kept the men stolen from the ships of Columbia in bondage many
years, and caused them to fight the battles of the &irgp against their own brethten
Neither gavehey unto them silver or gold, but many stripes.

13 Now the men of Columbia were not like unto the men of Britain; for their backs wel
not hardened unto the whip, as were the servants of thetkergfore they murmured,
and their murmurings have beerah#o

archive.org The Late War Ch. 1



http://en.fairmormon.org/Book_of_Mormon/Evidences/Hebraisms
http://www.themormonchallenge.com/pro-lds-evidence.html
https://archive.org/stream/latewarbetweenun00inhunt#page/n13/mode/2up
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FAIR saysthat if you strip the Book of Mormon down to short enough phrases

and look far enough, you will find similarities in otH®yoks They examine many

of the @rallels that have been foumdThe Late WarHere are some of those that
remain significant when the context is included:

The Late War

Book of Mormon

19:13i fiweapons of wawere ofcurious
workmanshipé o

Ether 10:27 i we a p o n s.allarfannev
of work of exceedinglycurious
workmanship

20:12:167 A t h e € Imashpientiful..
yielding gold and silveré all manner of
creaturesvhich are used for fog@ the
hugemammothé It is more wonderful
thantheelephantg o

Ether 9:161971 i t h e € lerceedingly
richi € of gold, and of silver, and all
manner o animalswhich were useful for
the foodof man. & cureloms angdumoms;
€ and moreespeciallythe elephanté o

29:202171 fismoteé with great slaughter.
And the deep ditch that surrounded the for
was strewed with their slasnd their
wounded. o

Alma 49:2122iAisl ai n wi t h

s | a u g lnstead of féling up their
ditches by pulling down the banks of earth!
they were filled up in a meare with their
dead and wounded bodies.

35:561 fitwo thousandhardymen whoé
fought freely fortheir country... Now the
menof waré wereé menof dauntless
courageo

Alma 53:18207 fitwo thousandf those
young meng¢ to defendheir countryé
they took their weaponsf war,é were all
youngmen, and they werexceeding/aliant
for courageg 0

38:1871 filnasmuch as he put the wisen of
the kingto their wits endg¢ .0

51:77 fithefreemenwho came to the
defense of the city, built strong holds and
forts,é .0

Alma 51-5-6 1 fking-mené were desirous
that the law should be altered in a manner
overthrow the free government and to
establish &ing over the landAnd those
who were desirous that Pahoran should
remain chief judge over the land took upor
themthe name ofreemené o

Jeff Lindsaymentions thathe phrasé c ur i ou s
Hergs effic@s i eua

literarywor ks of

conjunction withmanyothersimilaritiesin style.(screenshot

wor kmanshi po
worikmanshi po


http://en.fairmormon.org/Book_of_Mormon/Plagiarism_accusations/The_Late_War
https://archive.org/stream/latewarbetweenun00inhunt#page/66/mode/2up
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/ether/10.27?lang=eng#p26
https://archive.org/stream/latewarbetweenun00inhunt#page/74/mode/2up
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/ether/9.16-19?lang=eng#p15
https://archive.org/stream/latewarbetweenun00inhunt#page/104/mode/2up
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/alma/49.21-22?lang=eng#p20
https://archive.org/stream/latewarbetweenun00inhunt#page/126/mode/2up
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/alma/53.18-20?lang=eng#p17
https://archive.org/stream/latewarbetweenun00inhunt#page/140/mode/2up
https://archive.org/stream/latewarbetweenun00inhunt#page/200/mode/2up
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/alma/51.5-6?lang=eng#p4
http://www.jefflindsay.com/LDSFAQ/late-war.html
https://imgur.com/8d62BSs

44

Here are some Hebraisfmind inThe Late War

Cognate Accusative: 821liAnAnd t Isanhedrinforoted
Isaac with grealhonor, é 0

Using the term whirlwind instead of 9:17 ANOW the movements of the enemy
tornado: were as the motion ofwhirlwind, € 0
Negative Questions: 16:321 fare we nothe faithful ®rvants of

the king, our masterilave we nogiven unto
him the one half of our wholeBus t a n ¢ |

Construct State: 3:371 firod of iron é O

Compound Preposition: 48:35i fiflee from beforethe city, € 0
Using kess adverbs: 7:4271 i vth reverencet 0

Repetition of pronoun: 3:971 fiTheir oil, and their wheat, and their

rye, and their corn, and their barley, and the
rice, and their buckwheat, and theats, and
their flax, and all the products of their
countryé o

Classical Pronunciation and the Apocrypha

A Key to the Classical Pronunciation of Scripture yddamesvas published in

New Yorkin 1823. It contains a list of every name in the Bible (including the
Apocrypha). Among the guide are a large number of names, enretahes,

found in the Book of Mormon: Abinadab, Amalekites, Ammon, Antipas, Ether,
Gilead, Gilgal, Helamishmael, Jared Kish, Laban, LacunusL.ahman, Lehi,

Lemuel, Melech, Midian, Molek, Moriah, Nahor, Nahuidephi, Omer,Saraiah,
Shiza, Sidon, Shual, Shulamite, Zenas, and Zerahiah. Many of those names have
been used to argue that the Book of Mormon contains Hebrew némcs

Joseph didndot know about. This simply shi
them, whether via the Apocrypha, or via this guide. Coincidence or not, every one

of the names from Nephi ds origin story i:
Moving On) 1 &6 | | issues with iscriptures outside the Book of Mormest,

saving a summargf the book or t he end of this document


https://archive.org/stream/latewarbetweenun00inhunt#page/32/mode/2up
https://archive.org/stream/latewarbetweenun00inhunt#page/32/mode/2up
https://archive.org/stream/latewarbetweenun00inhunt#page/58/mode/2up
https://archive.org/stream/latewarbetweenun00inhunt#page/14/mode/2up
https://archive.org/stream/latewarbetweenun00inhunt#page/184/mode/2up
https://archive.org/stream/latewarbetweenun00inhunt#page/28/mode/2up
https://archive.org/stream/latewarbetweenun00inhunt#page/16/mode/2up
https://archive.org/stream/keytoclassicalpr00walkrich#page/204/mode/2up
http://catalog.hathitrust.org/Record/009722055
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The Doctrine & Covenants

The greater part of the Doctrine@ovenants is supposed to be the words of Jesus
Christ himself. This causes problems when the message sounds very unchristlike,
or when Christdés words are revised. Josej

Obscuring Oliverods Divining

Lds.org shows us that Oliver Cowdery usetianing rodto receive revelation.
As shown below, this has been censored out of our current D&C.

fiOliver Cowdery lived in a culture steeped in biblical ideas, language and practices. The
revel ationbés reference tThe QWorestamentlaccauat lofy
Moses and his brother Aaron recounted s
will (see Ex. 7:9.2; Num. 17:8). Many Christians in Joseph Smith and Oliver Cowdery's
day similarly believed in divining rods as instruments for revelattmwdery was among
those who believed in and used a divining dod.

Ids.org- Oliver Cowdery's Gift

In 1831, the Boolof Commandments and Revelations (containing the original
revel ations now found in D&C) referred 1t

fiNow this is not all[,] for thou hastnother giff,] which isthe gift ofworking with the
sprout Behold it has told youhings Behold here is no other power sa@odthat can cause
thisthing of Natureto work in your hands for itistheorko f God €0

josephsmithpapers.ordBook of Commandments 7:3

Two years later (1833), tiigook of Commandmenthanged the above

highlighted wordg othe @ift of working with the rodla n dhis fod of nature 0
Christods wor ds we rl835 éditiarit h efrt fteh aghigfetd o fn A d
EAIR explains that no one knows why Sidney Rigdon made the initial revision.

They argue that as multiple people knew
up. One effect that | see is that the removal of the divining rod (and seer stone)

from church historynrade Josephoés story more believa

D&C 8:6-77 i &Now this is not alllty gift; for you have another gift, whichtise gift of
Aaron behod, it has told you many things;

7 Behold, there is no other power, save the power of God, that canticEsug#ét of Aaronto
be with youé



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dowsing
http://josephsmithpapers.org/paperSummary/book-of-commandments-1833&p=23&highlight=gift%20of%20working
http://www.josephsmithpapers.org/paper-summary/doctrine-and-covenants-1835/169?highlight=gift%20of%20aaron
https://imgur.com/ZaIGVdtv
https://history.lds.org/article/doctrine-and-covenants-oliver-cowdery?lang=eng
http://josephsmithpapers.org/paperSummary/revelation-book-1?p=7&highlight=sprout
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/dc-testament/dc/8.5-7?lang=eng#p4
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The Words of Christ?

1) Christ(?) commands the church to build Joseph a house, and tells them that
ASi dney Rigdon shoul dD&Ci4V78). as seemet h hi.

2) D&C 19:3335 contains Christ(?) threatening Martin Harriditeance the Book
of Mormon(screenshgto r el se suffer fithe destructi or

3) Also in D&C 19, Christ admits to deceiving people so that they repent. hv. 6
12, Christ reveals thalhe hellish suffering of those in spirit prison is temporary,
until they pay for theisins(screenshdt In verse 7 Christ explains that he used a
wording trick, calling it endless punishment, in ordemiake it appeathat people
suffer in hell forever, that they may be afraid and repent.

D&C 19:67,10,12cii6 Nevert hel ess, it i s nothis wr it
torment, but it is written endless torment.

7 Again,it is written eternal damnation; wherefore it is more express than other scripture
that it might work upon the hearts of the childrenofmena |l t oget her f or

10 For, behold,hie mystery of godliness, how great is it! For, behold, | am endless, and th
punishment which is given from my hand is endless punishmeripfiless is my name.
Wherefor®

12 Endless puni shmeént i s Godods puni shme

D&C also says thaleceiving is against the order of heawvget in D&C 19, he is
deceiving people to believe that sinners will burn forever. Is Christ deceiving here,
or isa theologian trying to twist words around to propose his own ideas?

Other questionable passages will be saved for later topics.

RemovingPure Language

In the originalBook of Commandments and Revelatigresmoved from our

D&C), Joseph gives us examples of dApure |

heaven -Afgsmemo or i s someone making somet
English Pure Language

God Awmen

Angels Awmen-Angls-men

Sun(from Abraham 3:13 Shinehah



https://www.lds.org/scriptures/dc-testament/dc/41.7-8?lang=eng#p6
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/dc-testament/dc/19.33-35?lang=eng#p32
https://www.lds.org/manual/doctrine-and-covenants-and-church-history-seminary-teacher-manual-2014/section-01/lesson-25?lang=eng
https://www.lds.org/manual/doctrine-and-covenants-and-church-history-seminary-teacher-manual-2014/section-01/lesson-25?lang=eng
https://imgur.com/IZ2x8CZ
https://www.lds.org/ensign/1986/04/i-have-a-question?lang=eng
https://www.lds.org/ensign/1986/04/i-have-a-question?lang=eng
https://imgur.com/8q2AwGi
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/dc-testament/dc/129.7?lang=eng#p6
http://www.josephsmithpapers.org/paper-summary/revelation-book-1/132?highlight=pure%20language
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/pgp/abr/3.13?lang=eng#p12
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/dc-testament/dc/19.6-7%2C10%2C12?lang=eng#p5
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One or Two People? Isaiah and Esaias

Moving on t o Jolseghhets tosaah dnl Esaihseas teo
separate individuals, though they are different names for the Ensen

D&C 76:100i1 fiThese are they who say they are some of one and some of ansdinee of
Christ and some of John, and some of Moses, and some ofdRithspmef Esaias, and
some of Isaiahand some of Enocé;

Esaias is the Greek/New Testament name for Isaiah of the Old Testament.
Scripture search on Ids.org reveals 21 New Testament and no Old Testament
matches foEsaiasalongwith 32 Old Testament and no New Testament matches
for Isaiah The contexts show that they refer to the same individual. Examples:

Isaiah 42:17i fiBehold myservant, whom | Matthew 12:171871 il 1 That it might be
uphold; mineelect, in whom my soul fulfilled which was spokely Esaias the
delighteth; | haveut myspirit upon him: he | prophet, saying,

shall bring forthjudgment to the Gentilas.

18 Behold my servant, whom | have chose
my beloved, in whom my soul is well
pleased: | will put my spirit upon him, and
he shall shew judgment to the Gentites.

Isaiah 53:1" fiwho hath believed our Romans 10:16 fiBut they have not all
report? and to whom is the arm of the Lorg obeyed the gospel. For Esaias saith, Lord,
revealed® who hath believed our repo&t?

Most Biblical scholars should have known that Esaias equals I§€akomeone
ask Joseph why he referred to them as separate people? He attempts to clarify in a
| ater revelation, saying Esaias | ived in

D&C 84:131 fEsaias also lived in the days of Abraham, and was blessed &fihim

Abrahamlived aboutB00 yeardefore Greece existdttls.org. The name Esaias

didndét come about wuntil the Greeks modi fi
Why does someone f r éthemsahdnamemathidGeek i me hav
modification of a Hebrew name?

This isndét the only asstweo sepérateJpeople phesel i st i 1
cases call his honesty and reliability into question.


https://www.lds.org/scriptures/search?lang=eng&query=esaias&x=0&y=0
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/search?lang=eng&type=verse&query=Isaiah
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/ot/isa/42.1?lang=eng
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/nt/matt/12.17-18?lang=eng#p16
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/ot/isa/53.1?lang=eng
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/nt/rom/10.16?lang=eng#p15
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ancient_Greece
https://www.lds.org/manual/the-pearl-of-great-price-student-manual/the-book-of-abraham?lang=eng
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/dc-testament/dc/84.13?lang=eng#p12
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/dc-testament/dc/76.100?lang=eng#p99
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One or Two Peopled Adam and Michael

Joseph Smith taught that Adam and Michael were the same individual, yet refers
to them as tweeparatendividuals in the earliestersion of D&C 137:

| saw the beautiful streets of that kingdom, which had the appearance of being paved wi
goldo | saw fatler Adam, and Abrahanand Michael and my father and mother, my
brother Alvin Smith that has long since slept)

josephsmithpapers.orglournal, 1835.836

An example of Joseph teaching that they are the same individual:

fiThe Prophet Joseph Smith clearly identifies both Adam and Michael as one and the sa
person, an angel, the chief angel, or archangel, of heaven, the special JeBahand
Christo

Ids.org- Adam, the Archangel

Our current version of D&C has removed the Adisiichaelslip-up without any
indication of the censorship:

D&C 137:457 i 4 sawthe beautiful streets of that kingdom, which had the appearance ¢
being paved with gold.

51 saw Father Adam and Abrahaand my father and my mother; my brother Alvin, that
has long since slegt;

What el se has the church changed to remo\
mistake or simply a scribal error, BAIR indicates as a possibilityf8creenshot

Figure 91 By Michelangelo Buonarroti [Public domain], via
Wikimedia Commons, link

Figure 107 By Pascal Terjanfrom London, United
Kingdom (IMG_7203 Uploaded by paris 17) [CC B¥SA 2.0
(http://creativecommons.org/licenses/bysa/2.0)], via Wikimedia
Commons,link


http://en.fairmormon.org/Doctrine_and_Covenants/Textual_changes/Adam_and_Michael_conflated_in_D%26C_137
https://imgur.com/EAnCZN4
http://josephsmithpapers.org/paperSummary/journal-1835-1836?p=137&highlight=I%20saw%20the%20beautiful
https://www.lds.org/general-conference/1980/10/adam-the-archangel?lang=eng
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/dc-testament/dc/137.4-5?lang=eng#p3
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Basilique_du_Sacr%C3%A9-C%C5%93ur_de_Montmartre_2008-07-22.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:La_cr%C3%A9ation_d%27Adam.jpg
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The Book of Abraham

Josephdés trustworthiness and credibility
work translating ancient papyrus into the Book of Abraham, especially with his
transl ation of the papyrusodo facsimil es. r

third of thoseéacsimiles. Facsimile 1 mainly involvesime mistranslations

1) When Joseph obtained the papyrus,
portions of the facsimiles wemissing (see
the green box in the figure on the right).
EAIR shows which missing portions of
Facsimile 2 were drawn in bypSeph
himself. These sections would be the centg \
of the circle and the boat in the upper right

As shown by the red circles, when Joseph
filled in the center of the figure, he simply S
copied the twefaced head from the 12:00 207 2080 oot e i o,

.. en.wikipedia) [Public domain], from Wikimedia Commons, color added]ink

In doing so, Joseph actually diew the central figure,
making the head disconnected from the body. | provide 4
closeup in the picture on the right.

Joseph also errs in that the central figure of these facsi
always contain a fodfiaced headThis facsimile is referred
to as a hypocephalus BAIR. If you do agoogle search
for Ahypidbe phalmdd ( a hamd ptherésults shoming e s
Josephdodsn Wiekrlseadn), youdll see what | mea
having a fowheaded figure in its center (Figurg)1Below is a picture of what

the central figure should look like. Notice that the lower half otdingo in the

figure bel ow matches the | ower half in J«

|————————
Figure 127 By Unknown. [GFDL
(http://mww.gnu.org/copyleft/fdl.html), CC-BY-SA-3.0
(http://creativecommons.org/licenses/bysa/3.0/) or CC BY-
SA 2.52.0-1.0 (http://creativecommonsorg/licenses/by
sa/2.52.0-1.0)], via Wikimedia Commons, croppedlink



https://web.archive.org/web/20160721120157/https:/en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Book_of_Abraham#Facsimile_No._1
http://en.fairmormon.org/Book_of_Abraham/Joseph_Smith_Papyri/Facsimiles/Facsimile_2/Restoration_of_missing_sections
http://en.fairmormon.org/Book_of_Abraham/Joseph_Smith_Papyri/Facsimiles/Facsimile_2/Restoration_of_missing_sections
https://www.google.com/search?q=hypocephalus+-abraham&rlz=1C1CHFX_enUS578US578&espv=2&biw=1366&bih=667&source=lnms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ei=qRghVI7gItCrogSXm4LYDA&ved=0CAYQ_AUoAQ
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Hypocephalus_of_Tasheritkhons_(c._305%E2%80%9330_BCE),_British_Museum,_London_-_20080821_-_Lines.png
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Book_of_Abraham_Facsimile_2_1913.png
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Facsimile_2_with_lacuna.gif

As to the other missing son of the papyrugiie boatin the
blue circlg, FAIR reveals thathe boatomes from a separate
portion of JFgsl8)pMniéhdhe directty gapieds
into the gap in Facsimile. Another hypocephaludoes contain
a similar boat in that position.

Joseph saw two blank spots and filled them with in with
drawings from the same papyr@ne fill-in resembles one
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Figure 137 "Joseph Smith Papyrus IV" by

other hypocephalus, while the otleentains a disconnected  originai

uploader was Descartes197%

en.wikipedia - Transferred from en.wikipedia. Licensed under

b O d y t h a t dngmer "ny’?ptephﬁ ast C h Public Domain via Wikimedia Commons,link

2) Wikipedial i st s Josepho6s tr angsahiehtygucams of t he
confirminyour scriptures |t al so | i sts EgUnlikd ol ogi st so
Facsimile 1, the name mistranslations here are easier for us to confirm.

In Facsimile 3, Josepdaw one figure that
looked like a black man at the end of the line
(in the picture on the rightHe explains the

man to be AOliIi mlah, Ja sl ave belonging

p r i n dismaiches Wwhat someone with an|
early 19" centuryAmericanworldview would
assumeAccording b Egyptolaists, that

figure isAnubisand isdesignated so by the

characters above its heabl/can eVen S€€ @ e 141 5y Abraham, Joseph Smith, feuben Hedlock

(hnp'//scnmurcs Ids.org/en/abr/fac_3) [Public domain or Public domain], via Wikimedia Commons,

remnant of thgackalb ear. color added ink

Joseph interpretedthewma n i n t he middl e
Pharaoh, King of Egypgs written above the handd Ac c or
Egyptologists, the figure islaat an Egyptian goddess
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the very least shows that Joseph thought he was literally translating

the Egyptian characters.
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