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Womtn Maht
Thtir Own Platt

WOMEN IN CHURCH and society in antebellum Arkansas were expected to be seen and not heard. They could teach a Sunday school class
(usually of children or of other women), but they could not be the
superintendent of the Sunday school or a member of the Board of Stewards in the Methodist Church. Consequently, after the Civil War they
made their own place in the church, where they organized, planned,
campaigned, raised money, supported their own projects, elected their
own officers-and eventually educated the whole church along certain
lines. Another chapter ( 19) traces the struggle of women in the Methodist Church for equal rights with men.
"In their missionary societies and in the W omans Christian Temperance Union many southern women ... developed new strength of personality and capacity for leadership hitherto not much encouraged by
society," writes Anne Firor Scott. 1 Professor Scott attributes the rise
of missionary societies and other such women's activities to the freeing
of southern women from "the responsibilities of slaveholding and plantation administration." There may be some truth in this for the South
as a whole, but it would not be true in North Arkansas, nor for all of
South Arkansas, for many women leaders were pastors' wives and not
many of them were involved in slaveholding or plantation administration. In Arkansas the change was more likely due to the increase in education for women and the exercise of the pioneer spirit that demanded
considerable initiative, farsightedness, and ingenuity of women in the
west.
The women first organized local Ladies Aid Societies to do local
charity in the name of the church. One of the earliest in Arkansas was at
Batesville, created in the 1860s or 1870s. The women did sewing and
raised about one dollar a week which they used to help on furnishings
for the parsonage. In 1890 the General Conference authorized a Woman's Parsonage and Home Mission Society, and gradually the Ladies Aid
Societies were converted to parsonage and home mission societies.
By the 1870s sentiment was growing among Methodist women in
the South to undergird overseas missions. Dr. Charles Taylor had gone
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to China as a medical missionary in 1848, and when he had to return
in 1854 he spent much time publicizing the need for missionaries to
China. In 1854 the Rev. James W. Lambuth was sent to China by the
Southern Methodist Church to aid in establishing a mission in Shanghai.
The work he and his wife were doing captured the imagination of
Methodists, especially the women, and sentiment developed for helping
to support them-and to send others to help them. The first monies
raised by Methodist women in Arkansas for overseas missions went to
Mrs. Lambuth.
First Society in Arkansas-Third in Southern Church

Arkansas women were evidently the third earliest in the Southern
Church to organize a local woman's foreign missionary society. Mrs.
Horace Jewell, wife of the author of the first history of Arkansas Methodism, wrote an account in 1931 when she was eighty-two of this first
society:
In the year ·1873 . . . Brother H . D. McKinnon ... was stationed in Warren.
His wife, a very intelligent woman and a devoted Christian, became much
interested in foreign missions. In the same town there lived two other good
women, Mrs. [E. A.} Van Valkenburgh and her daughter, Emma, who were
equally interested in the same subject.
At that time I was a widow, living in the country twenty miles south of
Pine Bluff, near a little church called Mt. Olivet.. .. The official board of this
church asked to have the District Conference meet at that place. . . . Great
crowds came from all over the county .. ..
At that District Conference Bishop Wightman presided. I had the pleasure
of entertaining him in my home. . . . It was during this meeting that the
ladies from Warren sent Miss Emma Van Valkenburg[h} to see the Bishop
with reference to organizing a Woman's Missionary Society. . . . She had an
interview with the bishop at my house. He gave all the encouragement he
could, but could give no definite plan for organization. After he went home,
however, he sent them a constitution that had been adopted by a society in
the Northern Methodist Church. They used that as a guide in organizing their
society-the first organized society in Arkansas.2

Miss Emma L. Van Valkenburgh verified these facts in a letter she
wrote in 1878 to the Board of Missions, though for some reason she
gave the year as 1874 : "The Warren Woman's Foreign Missionary
Society was duly organized, with six members, Sept. 7, 1874. Two
months after the membership had increased to twenty-two .... " 3 Further
research is necessary to clarify the correct year.
In 1878 the General Conference created an agency to encourage
foreign mission work among women; in 1882 it was named Women's
Board of (Foreign) Missions. Then in 1910 the General Conference
provided a single organization of women in the local church, the
Woman's Missionary Society.

Mrs. H. D. McKinnon (left) and Mrs. 0. H. Tucker were early
leaders in Uttle Rock Conference and (North) Arkansas
Conference, respectively.

By 1878 three more societies were formed in Arkansas-at Mineral
Springs, Pine Bluff, and Prescott. In a daring display of faith, representatives of these four societies organized the Little Rock Conference
Woman's Missionary Society at Hot Springs on December 2, 1878. As
might be expected, Mrs. McKinnon was elected president, and Miss
Emma VanValkenburgh was made corresponding secretary. About half
the officers were ministers' wives: Mrs. McKinnon, Mrs. A. R. Winfield,
Mrs. Andrew Hunter, and Mrs. C. F. Evans.
In North Arkansas, Russellville seems to have organized the first local
women's missionary society-in 1877, on the occasion of a visit by Mrs.
Juliana Hayes, secretary of the denomination's newly organized women's
group. Charter members included Mrs. J. E. Thatch and Mrs. J. B.
Erwin; no other names are known. A conference organization was
achieved in 1877 with three local societies in the conference. These were
Russellville with eighteen members, Fort Smith with forty-three and
Clarksville with fifteen. In these first few years the Rev. V. V. Harlan
and the Rev. Jerome Haralson were pastors who encouraged the women.
Mrs. Haralson was the first conference president and Mrs. S. H. Babcock
first vice president. 4
The first local society in the White River Conference was organized
at El Paso, White County, Arkansas, on August 23, 1882, with ten
members. Mrs. Fannie Suddarth was the leader of the group and the
next year was elected president of the White River Conference Society
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when it was organized at Newport during the annual conference. Miss
Ada Remmel was named corresponding secretary of the conference society. Other pioneer local groups were found at Newport, Riverside,
and Batesville. When the society met during annual conference in 1885
at Helena, Mrs. Suddarth was absent, having moved away. Mrs. J. A.
Anderson agreed to serve as president "provided the good Doctor, her
husband, would hold the meeting"! Thus the women were slow to
exercise their new found authority. Mrs. H. L. Remmel was elected
treasurer. 5
These early societies entered at once into the support of overseas
missions. By 1877 the society at Pine Bluff was supporting a girl at the
Clopton School in China. Warren Society gave $50 annually for the
support and education of a girl in the mission school in Shanghai. Mineral Springs gave money to build a mission house in Nantziang; Pine
Bluff paid $140 toward the support of Miss Lochie Rankin. The Arkansas Conference in 1884 began to support a scholarship in Miss Rankin's
school in China. Prairie Grove church gave money toward the support
of a Bible woman in China. The White River Conference undertook a
scholarship in China to be called "Ella Randell" for a loyal member in
the Batesville District. When Mrs. Florence Malone, corresponding secretary of White River Conference, died in 1881, her friends raised $100
to furnish a room at Scarritt College in her memory.
The achievements of Arkansas Methodist women in their mission
work across the past century make an amazing story of such magnitude
that it would require several books to portray it adequately. In this account we can only summarize the highlights. These highlights will be
dealt with in four major categories.
The Base of Support: The Local Church

The work in the local church was basic, of course. Here the money
was raised and new missionaries recruited. The money raised in the early
years seems small to us now, but we must recall that few women worked
outside the home before 1900.
Raising the Funds
"We had many difficulties in raising the amount of money needed in
our work. These were reconstruction days and with high taxes and free
labor sometimes finances were hard to meet," wrote Mrs. M. A. Price,
one of the charter members at Warren Church.6
Conditions in Arkansas were essentially the same as in Missouri,
where the Methodist Protestant women reported the tight financial condition in 1886:
I wish that our sisters in [the East] could visit some of this conference
in the far West. I think they would regard these places as needy mission fields.
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This land was the battle ground for contending armies; many inhabitants were
obliged to leave all they possessed to the mercies of the war. Since then some
have returned to try to build up the waste places. Through Christian efforts
[the area} is gradually recovering from the stigma of 'border ruffianism,' but
there is no surplus capital in our denomination here. . . . But there is a tendency
to answer all calls for money for church work with a fair degree of liberality.'

These women were thus faced with having to devise ways to raise
money for their projects since they had little to give in cash, and they
found ways-some rather ingenious. Mrs. Price reported from Warren
that "One member said she would make pants (we say trousers
now) at 50 cents per pair, but as nearly every family did their own sewing she could raise little money that way. Many of us sold eggs at the
local hotel for three dozen for a quarter." 8 At another missionary
meeting the Rev. John F. Carr conceived the idea of having a picture
show: the picture of a little Chinese girl was exhibited at a dollar a
look, and a fund quickly raised. Mrs. Frances McKinnon Morton described her methods of raising money as a girl: "I did errands, scrubbed
the knives, polished the glasses, and did such things as a very small
girl may do. " 9
At Batesville "the local work was supported by tacking comforts,
making homemade jeans pants to sell, making aprons, hats, bonnets.
, 10

Later, group projects were organized in which all could participate
and socialize at the same time. One such project was making quilts,
which were then either sold and money sent, or sometimes the quilt ( s)
itself sent to the mission. Other such joint projects were bake sales, ice
cream suppers, and church suppers.
And by 1900 the women at Batesville adopted a plan of systematic
giving. By this time income was somewhat more stable, especially for
residents in the towns and county seats. In addition, some persons
were moved to provide the support of mission personnel themselves;
Mr. and Mrs. I. N. Barnett of Batesville supported a "Bible woman"
in China for twelve years.
In the women's societies in the Methodist Episcopal churches (black
and white ) , due to smaller numbers and smaller resources, giving has
been on a smaller scale, but undoubtedly has been highly sacrificial. In
the smaller churches, it has seemed necessary to raise funds through
various types of projects.
Recruiting Missionaries

Women in local churches carried on a constant effort to enlist young
people-and young women especially since that was their field of work
-to volunteer for service as missionaries. In fact, as we note in another chapter, the women hoped the first overseas missionary from
Arkansas would be a woman. In this they were disappointed when the
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Rev. Crowder B. Moseley was appointed to China in 1887 by the
Arkansas Conference. However, anything they lacked in timing was
more than made up in quality, for the first woman missionary from
Arkansas was one of the finest among the large body of devoted, intelligent women from the state. She was Miss Esther Case of Batesville, as we will see in Chapter 15. The names of all missionarieshomeland and overseas-from Arkansas, women and men, are found
in Appendix A, and most of the women on that list were influenced in
their decision by the work of the Women's Society.
Miss Case unquestionably volunteered to serve as a missionary because of the influence of her aunt, Mrs. Mary A. Neill, and her grandmother, Mrs. Esther A. Byers. Mrs. Byers had come to Batesville from
Ohio in 1847 with her husband. She was a prime organizer of the first
Ladies Aid. Her daughter, Mrs. Neill, was the leader of the Batesville
missionary society and most of the work and workers were the fruits of
her labor. She served for nearly forty years in the White River and
(later) Arkansas conferences as president, corresponding secretary,
and president emeritus. The women of the North Arkansas Conference
established a memorial fund as a tribute to her of $5,500; proceeds are
to support a scholarship at Scarritt College for a student preparing
for home or overseas service.U

Mrs. Mary A. Neill of
Batesville likely influenced her niece, Esther Case (below), to
volunteer for mission
work.
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In more recent years the whole church program has been geared
to challenge youth to consider serving overseas as representatives of the
church. One popular emphasis has been the short-term period of missionary service under which a person gives two or three years in special
service, at home or overseas. Following this, a decision can be made about
enlisting for a longer period of time. During the years when the Epworth League and the Methodist Youth Fellowship were functioning,
they proved to be powerful forces in encouraging youth to volunteer for
special church service, including overseas or home missions. The Sunday
school has also had an influence on such decisions. But undoubtedly
the early years of the Women's Missionary Society set the standard for
the church in holding out to youth this option for service to God and
his kingdom.
Maintaining the Parsonage

In the years when parsonages were first provided for pastors and
for many years thereafter the women's society was responsible for the
furnishings and minor repairs. Major repairs were the responsibility of
the church's board of trustees. Mrs. Lewis S. Marshall labeled the house
she and her preacher-husband lived in near Pine Bluff in 1850-51 as
"the first parsonage in Arkansas." It was a makeshift arrangement. It
was a log cabin and had one room, a back porch that was used as a
dining room; and outside were two other log buildings, one being used
as the kitchen and the other for a smoke house. Mrs. Marshall described
graphically how dirty it was when they arrived, but it was eventually
cleaned thoroughly and whitewashed. 12
In more recent years local churches, through the society, have usually
provided a comfortable, clean, and attractive home for the pastor and
his family. One preacher's wife, writing anonymously in The Arkansas
Methodist in 1942, made this plea for mutual understanding between
those in charge of the parsonage and those who live in it:
· Most of us are good Methodist women~n the outside of the parsonage,
looking in. I am inside that parsonage, living in it, making it a home for your
pastor and his family.
Of course we all know that four walls don't make a home; and yet, did
you ever try to clean day-after-day in a house where the floors had big cracks
between the boards and big rough splinters that catch your dust mop as it is
trying to do its job? Did you ever plan to houseclean, and then look up at
>moke-grimed paper that hung in places from the plastered wall, and wonder
how you could ever clean that? Have you ever swept each day a rug so old
and weighted with dirt of years that the dust from it fairly screamed at you
with its deadly germ possibilities? And have you ever thought to clea,n the
woodwork, and discovered that no amount of cleaning could undo the stains
and scars and scratches of the years? Sounds hopeless-doesn't it? And sometimes that describes the parsonage!
Perhaps you are saying that if you had to live in a house like that you'd
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do something about it. But what if it were not your house? That is the
situation in which the preacher and his family find themselves. . ..
In the few years that I have been a ''preacher's wife" the suggestion has
come to me that we, as a class, are poor housekeepers. I hope that is not true;
and I'm sure it need not be if you will help us....
Won't you go into that parsonage that belongs to your church? Won't you
learn its "inside story"? Then you and your pastor's wife talk over its needs
and plan to meet them. . . .
And we, the "sisters of the parsonage," will do our best to make you glad
you have an attractive home for your pastor. And we'll keep it that way. This
is a promise from one who in a few brief years as a "preacher's wife" has
already seen a great need here. 10

We have noted in another chapter that many Methodist churches in
Arkansas provide excellent housing for their pastor and his family. And
while the oversight of the parsonage is no longer the exclusive task of
the women, they still have a hand in seeing that the house the church
provides can truly "make a home."
Using the Annual Conference Structure

The annual conference has been a remarkably effective agency in advancing the cause of the Woman's Missionary Society. It does not have
the limitations of a single local society-small numbers, limited talent,
sometimes parochial outlook. The district is also too limited in scope to
carry on an ambitious program. An annual conference is large enough
to have a budget that will undergird a good program and large enough
to have a membership to blend most divergent points of view among
its members.
In Arkansas the two annual conferences of the women's groups in the
Southern Church have made significant progress across the years. A comparison of 1924, at the end of about the first fifty years, with the next
fifty years reveals the following growth in membership and in giving
for connectional causes. 14
Members
1924
1974
Little Rock Conference
....... . 5,490
9,100
North Arkansas Conference
.. 5,554 11 ,574

Connectional
Budget
1924
1974
$70,191 $109,5 74
$70,714 $110,000

But growth has come in more ways than by members and finances. Insights have been deepened, sympathies broadened, and visions cleared.
These growths have resulted from careful planning, consistent study,
and dedicated use of time and talent, And of course women's societies
experienced some failures in reaching goals, some dimness of vision at
times, some lack of understanding the full dimension of the gospel, as
did the church as a whole.

Leaders in the Little Rock Conference women's work in the
late nineteenth century were (left to right) Mrs. ]. ]. MeAlmont, Mrs. E. L. Holmes, Mrs. Lou Hotchkiss, and Mrs. ]. R.
Harvey.

•

For Financial Increases

The increase of finances has not "just happened." It has been the
result of sacrificial giving, on the same pattern that we noted above in
the early years. In those earlier years, funds were often raised by public
subscription at annual or district meetings. At the 1898 meeting of
Little Rock Conference women it was reported:
After the sermon [on Sunday morning, by the Rev. J. E. Godbey] Mrs. [Lou]
Hotchkiss made one of her spicy little speeches, and $50.00 was soon subscribed,
making three persons life members of Prescott society-Mrs. ]. H. Riggin ,
Mrs. Lou A. Hotchkiss, and R. Lynn Hawkins, the pastor's promising baby-"

In 1906 when Arkansas Conference women met at Harrison, tithing
was discussed and urged, and eighteen women agreed to tithe. The
results were probably felt in the society's budget as well as elsewhere.
In reality, as early as 1900 the women were beginning to feel that the
giving of one's money was better than raising it by various methods.
Mrs. R. H. Ethridge of Hope said, to those attending the annual meeting of Little Rock Conference women in 1900:
The "Ladies Aid" and the "Sewing Bee" have served their day and generation, and the "Phoebes" and "Dorcases" have realized that it is not church work
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to cook suppers for people who are not hungry; that it is not church work to
match pieces for an album quilt and raffie it off to the highest bidder, but "as
God has prospered you, so give." 16

In a roundtable discussion in 1915, at the meeting of the Woman's
Missionary Society of North Arkansas, reference was made to "abolishing bazaars, cake sales, suppers, and pay socials." 17 The following day
the question was asked as to how many societies raised their funds simply
by giving. Six reported in the affirmative.
For Recruiting and Training Mission Personnel
The women's annual conference meetings and activities in Arkansas
have been responsible for much of the recruiting and training of missionaries, especially the women. A list of the men and women who volunteered from Arkansas is found in Appendix A. It is evidence of the success of the efforts to challenge Christians (usually in their youth or early
adulthood) to volunteer as witnesses to their Christian faith in appropriate places in the United States or in other lands. In recent years, especially, wives have been fully commissioned to work alongside their
husbands in mission work. In earlier years they were not always officially
listed-and paid-as workers but many of them were serving as fully
as their husbands.
Some of the recruiting in earlier years ( 1917-1923) was done in the
Little Rock Conference in an annual Summer Conference for Young
People, held at Henderson Brown College, Arkadelphia. While labeled a
young people's conference, it seemed to be planned for young women.
Attendance was about 100 each summer. It had good leadership-from
both inside and outside the state.
In both conferences the annual Epworth League assemblies carried on
much of the recruitment of youth for mission work. This was one of the
League's most effective efforts du~ing the years it served as the training
agency for Methodist youth.
One of the helpful features of the women's conference program
was the scholarships made available to young women for the special
mission training they needed. Most of this training was secured at
Scarritt College. Arkansas women felt very close to Scarritt; the women
of First Church, Little Rock, were the first in Southern Methodism to
pledge a scholarship for a deaconess in the school. The North Arkansas
women established an Esther Case Scholarship Fund at Scarritt for
$10,000 in 1945. At that time there were four students at Scarritt from
North Arkansas. Little Rock Conference women established the Lou
Hotchkiss Memorial Scholarship in 1914-18.
The launching of the idea for a school such as Scarritt seems to have
occurred in 1889 when Miss Belle Bennett broached the idea in Little
Rock of a missionary training school. It was during the annual meeting
of the conference Woman's Board of Foreign Missions. Miss Bennett
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was a guest in the home of the Rev. and Mrs. William Thompson. After
the proposal ·for the new missionary school was made, Julia Dortch
Thompson, the niece and foster daughter of Mrs. Thompson, went to
Miss Bennett and gave her a silver dollar, saying, "Miss Bennett, I have
waited on the table since you came here and have earned this dollar .. ..
I am giving you my dollar to help you build that training school." 18
For Recruiting and Training Members in Mission

Extensive training in mission has been carried on for conference, district, and local church leaders and for the women in local churches.
Long before men in the church were generally exposed to the emphasis
on the Christian mission, the women were busily attending schools,
conferences, workshops, and local classes.
"''m so thankful for a church that keeps us studying," declared Mrs.
R. K. Bent, president of North Arkansas Woman's Society in 1967. 19
The women learned early the truth of the remark of Bishop Hendrix in
1890 at the cornerstone laying of Hendrix College that "an unfurnished
mind is the home of heresy." 20
Mrs. F. M. Williams of Little Rock Conference put a similar truth
in different words when she said at the annual meeting in 1906 at El
Dorado: "The unsightly crag that mars the beauty of our great church
is ignorance of her institutions, with its resultant indifference to her
needs which should not be so.... " 21
Mrs. E. R. Steel reported 1,936 members in 200 mission study
classes in 1923 and 200 Bible classes held in Little Rock Conference,
leading the whole church, especially in using study books on the Negro.
In 1922 North Arkansas women were told that 2,089 of their number
had been involved in mission study, plus 473 youth, and 632 juniors.
In Bible study were 1,392 adults and 187 youth. In 1953 Mrs. Johnnie
McClure, president of the North Arkansas Woman's Society of Christian
Service, reported 393 approved studies in the previous year, representing
2,500 hours of time spent in class sessions.
Many training opportunities are available to the conference presidents.
Numerous other opportunities that might be called in-service training
come to them in the way of committees on which they may-or must!
-serve. This is illustrated in the various activities in which Mrs. Alice
Preston engaged in 1970-71 as president of the Southwest Conference
Women's Society. She served as secretary of the annual conference Merger Committee that worked out details for merging the all-black Southwest Conference with the white conferences where overlapping existed.
This was a time-consuming and exacting task. She attended leadership
training events at Mt. Sequoyah, Hendrix College, and in White Memorial Church in Little Rock. She participated in a Conference Board
of Missions workshop, executive meetings of the societies of the two
white conferences in Arkansas, the Governor's Commission on the Status
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of Women, the meeting of the General Board of Missions, the meeting
of Black Methodists for Church Renewal, and the Long Range Planning
Sessions of the Women's Division. 22
For Changing of Minds and Spirits

An example of the kind of action that could be taken in a larger
meeting such as a conference, as compared to a local group, occurred in
1903 when the NorthArkansas Conference met in Conway. "The colored women were invited to represent their work on the conference
floor." 23 Probably few local groups could have extended such an invitation without considerable controversy.
Another example of strength in numbers was the launching of a

Some leaders served in both conferences. Examples were Mrs.
George Thornburgh (left), Mrs. ]. M. Workman (her daughter), and Mrs. H. L. Remmel (right).

monthly conference paper by the Little Rock Conference women. It
began in 1890 and was called Send Me. It was published for five years
by Mrs. Hotchkiss, the president. Among other features, it carried serially
the autobiography of Mrs. L. S. Marshall, who is mentioned elsewhere
in this account. She lived to be nearly one hundred years old and attended the women's annual meetings as long as she could do so. She
was affectionately called "Grandma Marshall" and would conduct love
feasts at some of the annual sessions. Her life and faith were a great
inspiration to the younger members.
Still another example of faith and devotion that inspired members of
the Little Rock Conference Woman's Society was that of Mrs. Carl Voss
of Little Rock, who served as an officer for some years. Then an illness
struck her, and she was unable to attend meetings but served as conference auditor. Through several years of suffering she maintained a pa-
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tience and fortitude that was a blessing to those who knew her. Sometimes she could walk with a cane or with crutches. Once she felt
deliverance was near: Dr. S. D. Gordon, a visiting speaker at the
Woman's Missionary Council held in Little Rock in 1915 was considered a devout man of prayer; Mrs. Voss asked him to come to her
home and pray for her healing. He did so; she expected or at least hoped
for an immediate relief from her infirmity, but, alas, it did not come.
Finally she submitted to a painful operation and was able to walk again.
"From her sick room and to those privileged to enter," writes Mrs. Coralee G. Williams "has irradiated the glory which comes from suffering
with faith . . . . " 24
For Changing Social Conditions

The women of the church were concerned with changing some of the
social conditions of their communities. Lura Pierce Mulkey wrote about
early days in Fort Smith:
I came to Fort Smith in 1898 . . . . At that time it was called "Hell on the
Border." It was nothing to hear of the men . . . hung at Judge Parker's
orders . . . . In 1912 a negro was hung . . . in front of the Hotel Main alley
now called Court Street. He was taken out of jail and hung by an angry
mob . .. . When I came in 1898 the Red Light District of ill-fame houses
was located on First Street. . . . The city charged the land ladies $100.00 a
month and each girl $50.00 a month. In 1914 the law closed all of them.'"

Seemingly the first action of the women's mission group regarding
legislation on social issues was in 1915 when both Southern conferences
expressed strong support for statewide prohibition. This stance, of
course, was traditional in the church. It is interesting, however, to look
at the way in which women (often out in front of the men on social issues) shifted across the years from concern for somewhat traditional issues to newer ones in our day. For example, in 1915 Mrs. E. R. Steel reported for the Social Service Committee of North Arkansas women,
listing concerns as including these:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
l2.
l3 .

Cooperate with other agencies working for social betterment.
Make parsonages model homes.
Seek enforcement of laws against Sabbath breaking.
Investigate conditions in jails.
Enforce child labor laws.
Larger use of rural churches and schools as social centers.
A single standard of purity for all.
Consider better treatment of Negroes.
Protest pictures of popular dances in such magazines as Ladies Home Journal .
Secure rest rooms for women and children in or near shopping centers.
Urge showing of educational movies on Friday nights.
Take membership in National Bureau of Charities and Corrections.
Adopt the anti-Mormon bill pending in Congress.
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But by 1933 Mrs. E. F. Ellis of Fayetteville, conference president, was
saying in her annual report:
I think we are coming to know more and more that Christian Social Relations
is not altogether sending flowers to the sick or food and clothing to the peedy,
important as that is. Our women are getting interested in Christian citizenship;
in Legislative work, in Inter-racial cooperation, in Law observance, in Child
Labor, in World Peace, and in everything that affects the happiness of people? 0

This widening concept of the scope of social concerns was parallel
to the larger concept of missions. Mrs. Henkel Pewett, president of
North Arkansas Conference women, expressed this wider view in 1938
in quoting Miss Mabel K. Howell: "A mission field is any situation
on any spot in the world where conditions thwart the growth of human
beings and injure the full development of humanity." 27
An examination of the minutes of the North Arkansas Society
for the last two or three years reveals these as the major concerns in our
day:
1. Work for an inclusive church and society, by eliminating segregation or

2.
3.
4.
5.

exclusion on the basis of sex, color, race, or age.
Promote ecumenical relations, especially through Church Women United.
Support the Equal Rights Amendment to the United States Constitution.
Call attention to the dangers in nuclear power.
Work for understanding of the causes and extent of, and possible remedies
for, serious hunger in some parts of the world.
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6. Commend the work of UNICEF and of the United Nations and educate our
people regarding the importance of these groups.
7. Study the massive urban problems-the multiplication of ghettos, the lack
of jobs, especially among blacks-and seek to understand how the church
can minister to these needs.

Meeting Changing Circumstances
The women of the church have demonstrated the ability to adapt to
changing circumstances. One example was the creation of a separate
segment of the organization for employed women. In Arkansas as early
as 1930 there was a beginning of such a move at Newport, where the
Woman's Missionary Society organized one circle for young business '
women of the church. It was called the Whatsoever Club. 28 At the time
of union in 1939 these employed women were provided their own organization as a part of the Society; it was called the Wesleyan Service
Guild. Someone said "They are the women who don't have time to,
but do anyway."
In Arkansas the Guild has made an outstanding record. Local groups
have supported a wide variety of causes, such as visits to shut-ins, programs for older citizens, clothing for needy children, funds for Aldersgate Camp, resources for the Red Cross, assistance to day care centers,
and funds for a new Indian Missionary Conference church. 29
An outstanding example of this ability to meet changing circumstances has been the establishing of Aldersgate Camp. Reference has
been made in Chapter 13 to the camp. It should be noted here that the
creation of the camp grew out of the concern by some of the women
of the church for a meeting place for interracial gatherings and for
conferences and meetings of Black Methodists.
Strong Leadership Among Officers
The leaders of the women's mission groups in Arkansas have been
strong and devoted persons from the beginning. In the early years especially, leaders had to overcome difficulties-inertia, small resources,
poor travel accommodations.
Hardships in meeting the responsibilities of attendance at the annual
meetings were not unknown. Mrs. 0. H. Tucker (whose husband was
pastor of Yellville and Harrison) was elected president of the Arkansas
Conference Foreign Society in 1884. As the time neared for her to go
to the 1885 meeting she faced difficulties :
I was living over the mountains 75 miles from a railroad with little hopes
of attending the annual meeting. However, when the time came, the Lord
opened the way. Mr. Tucker secured a mule team and covered wagon. He and
I and two little children and the delegate, Miss Virgie Berry from Yellville,
started to Clarksville, a distance of over 200 miles. We reached our destination
on time and safely, and had a most interesting meeting.""
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And as late as 1905 Mrs. Coralee G. Williams reports it was hard
to get to the Home Mission meeting in Texarkana due to "rain, flood,
washouts, detours, delays." She wrote that she "experienced the same feelings Noah must have had, when ... she looked out of the car window,
at Gurdon where they had sat all night, and saw nothing but water
on every side-and 'it a raining.' " 31 Only the year before, Mrs. Williams
had been twenty-four hours late at the annual meeting at Monticello
for a slow train caused her to miss the train out of Pine Bluff.
But these missionary women, for all their problems and their serious
and sober activities, had a sense of humor. They chuckled in 1903 at
their meeting at Prescott when they saw (or were told about) a printer's
error in setting a title containing the phrase, "The Social Settlement," as
"The Social Set Element." 32 Another time, the president of the Conference, Mrs. F. M. Williams, was giving her annual report. She had left
her eight-month-old baby in a nearby nursery room. Before she finished
the baby began to cry, and a message was brought to a person sitting
near the door: "Tell Mrs. Williams her baby is crying." The answer
was given, "Tell the baby her mother is speaking." 33
The women who have served as conference presidents deserve great
praise for their loyalty and, in some cases, sacrifice of time and energy.
These have been, in the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, The Methodist Church, and The United Methodist Church:
Little Rock, Foreign

Little Rock, Home

18 78-79:
18 79-84 :
1884-1907:
1907-12 :

1895-97 :
1897-1900:
1900-02:
1902-12:

Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.

H. D. McKinnon
Andrew Hunter
Lou Hotchkiss
James Thomas

Arkansas, Foreign

1880-8 1:
1881-83 :
1883-84 :
1884-1901 :
1901-02 :
1902-04:
1904-06:
1906-10 :

Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Miss

Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.

S. N . Marshall
W . C. Ratcliffe
C. T. Walker
F. M. Williams

Arkansas, Home

Jerome Haralson
Frank Parke
Janie Thatch
0 . H. Tucker
George M. Hill
Mary Castleberry
]. S. Garner
Lila Rollston

1901-09:
1909-10:

Mrs. 0 . E. Jamison
Mrs. J. C. Holcombe

Arkansas United Home and Foreign Societies

1910-13 : Miss Lila Rollston
1913-15 : Mrs. J. C. Holcombe
White River, Foreign

White River, Home

1883-85 :
1885-87:
1887 -92:
1892-97 :
1897-99:
1899-1907:
1907-11:

1897-1904 : Mrs. A. G. Dickson
1904-05:
Mrs. J. C. Hawthorne
1905-11:
Mrs. Leon Roussan

Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.

Fannie Suddarth
James A. Anderson
Mary A. Neill
H. B. Strange
J. C. Hawthorne
S. H. Babcock
Mary A. Neill
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White River United Home and Foreign Societies

1911-13: Mrs. Leon Roussan
1913-14: Mrs. J. 0. Blakeney
1914-15: Miss Mary Fuller
Little Rock

1912-14:
1914-22:
1922-25:
1925-30:
1930-34:
19 34-40:

Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.

Little Rock

1940-46 :
1946-50:
1950-54:
1954-56:
1956-59:
1959-64:
1964-68:

Woman's Missionary Society
North Arkansas

James Thomas
F. M. Williams
C. F. Elza
E. R. Steel
W . P. McDermott
J. M. Stinson

1915-20 :
1920-2 7 :
1927-36:
19 36-40 :

Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.

F. M. Tolleson
Preston Hatcher
E. F. Ellis
Henkel Pewett

Woman's Society of Christian Service
North Arkansas

Mrs. A. R. McKinney
Mrs. E. D. Galloway
Mrs. T. S. Lovett
Mrs. J. Russell Henderson
Mrs. M. E. Scott
Mrs. Alvin Stone
Mrs. Edgar F. Dixon

1940-42:
1942-46:
1946-50 :
1950-54 :
1954-56 :
1956-60:
1960-64:
1964-65:
1965-68:

Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Miss
Mrs.
Mrs.

Henkel Pewett
R. E. Connell
J. E. Critz
Johnnie McClure
E. G . Kaetzell
Jessie Gilstrap
Mildred Osment
Harold Womack
R. K. Bent

Women's Society of Christian Service

1968- 73: Mrs. E. T. Davenport

1968-72: Mrs. Howard Johnson
1972- 73 : Mrs. Joe Crumpler

Southwest Conference, Central Jurisdiction

1960-64 : Mrs. Norma Savery
1964-68: Mrs. Lula M. Tillmon
1968-73: Mrs. Alice L. Preston
Little Rock

19 73 -

: Mrs. James Nix

United Methodist Women
North Arkanoas

19 73 -

: Mrs. Harold Womack

Rich Program Resources
The annual meetings have been occasions of high inspiration largely
due to wise choices for speakers. Among the speakers at these annual
meetings have been such persons as retired or furloughed missionaries,
mission board executives, bishops, and pastors. The meetings have included worship, preaching, study, discussion.
Among the richest program features were the occasions when returned missionaries, on furlough or retired, spoke at the annual meetings or on itineraries over the state. One can imagine the thrill as Arkansas women listened to Dr. John W . Cline tell about being interned
by the Japanese in 1943; or George B. Workman tell about having to
leave China as the Communists moved in; or A. W. Wasson describe
his evangelistic-pastoral work in Korea; or Nellie Dyer recount her ex-
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perience while imprisoned twice, once in the Philippines and once in
Korea; or Pearle McCain as she toiled first in China and then in Japan;
or Edith Martin tell about the joy of Christians in the Congo (now
Zaire) as they first read the Bible in their own language, as a result of
the translation she had made. All these events, described in the chapter, "Serving Beyond the State," could have been a part of this chapter,
as much of the mission activity described there was due to the support by
the women's mission groups.
The women's societies have also been enriched by the occasional meetings in the state of their national parent bodies. For example, in 1896
the Fourth Annual Convention of the Woman's Parsonage and Home
Mission Board was held at First Church, Little Rock. In 1915 the
Woman's Missionary Council met at the same place. These events
brought to the city outstanding mission leaders who inspired the local
women. Since that era the Western Methodist Assembly at Mt. Sequoyah, Fayetteville, has been the scene of many significant conferences
concerning the Christian mission.
While the Assembly at Mt. Sequoyah is a regional project of the
church, its. location in Arkansas has given the Methodists of the state
a feeling of joint ownership, and rightly so. Arkansas leaders gave time
and money sacrificially to establish it and to improve it across the years.
One of the best of the early buildings, long known as the Woman's
Building and now named Wesley Hall, was for a time called the ElzaStephens-Remmel Hall, in honor of three women active in the women's
societies in Arkansas and one from the church at large. They were Mrs.
C. F. Elza, Mrs. F. F. Stephens, and Mrs. H. L. Remmel. Mrs. Stephens

Mn. Alice Preston has
been involved in many aspects of union between
the Southwest Conference
and the other two Arkansas conferences.
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of Nashville, Tennessee, was president of the Woman's Missionary Council and on the board of the Woman's Building at Mt. Sequoyah. The
names of many women prominent in Arkansas Methodism are found
on an honor roll in the building.
"0 Woman, Great Is Your Faith"

Arkansas Methodist women have in their work for the church exercised great loyalty, sacrificial effort, and commendable ingenuity. An
example of their loyalty is illustrated by the provisions of the will of the
late Ethel K. Millar. Miss Millar left $28,799.66 in her estate and specified that it should go to the Board of Missions (now Global Ministries)
for use by the Woman's Division of Christian Service and the Division of
World Missions. 34 Miss Millar, the daughter of Dr. A. C. Millar,
served as the Hendrix College librarian for many years and was active
in the Woman's Society.
Members of the Society have shown their ingenuity in numerous
ways. Look at this ingenious way of challenging members to greater
effort, provided in 1904 by the Little Rock Home Missions treasurer,
Mrs. Ella Flickinger:
Enthusiasm plus information, multiplied by activity, divided by each member.. .. I trust you will take this formula home and administer a dose of it to
every member of your Society. It is also a sure cure for laziness."'•

Leaders of the societies were aware that at certain occasions they were
sometimes the object of mild scorn or at least condescension in the mind
of the general public. They were classed sometimes in the category of
the "little old ladies in tennis shoes." Or, as Mrs. R. K. Bent reported
in 1966, "Someone has said that the Woman's Society is women with
gold in our teeth, silver in our hair, and lead in our feet." 36 But there
was no lead in the feet of Mrs. Thomas Gage who, as president of the
Ladies Aid Society in Gurdon, in 1887, circulated a petition and closed
all the saloons in the town. 37
The women of the church-and chiefly in the Women's Societieshave convinced the church "fathers" that they can exercise the ballot
in church affairs satisfactorily. They did this convincingly over a period
of many years (as is noted in another chapter), and did it without seriously offending many of the men whom they had to battle for this right.
They have sensitized the local church on the necessity for mission; they
have been out ahead in concern over social issues.
These women have realized, as one leader put it, "If we don't guard
against it, a local Society or a local church can become very local." 38
They have guarded against this provincialism by study, reading, and
attendance at meetings where their horizons were extended. They have
been alerted to this danger of provincialism by such leaders as Mrs.
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W. P. McDermott who in 193 7 said to the women of Little Rock Conference:
Today the world is one great neighborhood. Gone are the sheltered days
of comparative isolation, and the Church and the Missionary program are
affected; thereby Christianity is being carefully appraised by non-Christian lands;
it is also challenged in our own land. . . . The church at home should speak
forth in no uncertain terms those great Christian principles of love and justice
and service and human brotherhood.""

The societies have also remembered their past. In Little Rock Conference they celebrated the semi-centennial of the organization of the first
society in the conference at Warren, when they met there in 1923.
Again on April 4, 1973, they met at Warren, 500 strong, to recognize the leaders who pioneered in that early day. It is worth noting that
when they met in 1923 they gave God the credit-and the glory:
Hail, blessed Jubilee,
Thine Lord, the glory be,
Hallelujah!
Thine was the mighty plan,
From thee the work began,
Away with praise of man,
Glory to God.' 0

Many scholarships have been created by the societies and the conferences, and most of these have been named in honor of some leader in
the work. Scholarships have been named honoring such persons as Mae
McKenzie, Lou Hotchkiss, Elizabeth Thornburgh Workman, Dora
Hoover, Sue McKinnon, and Carrie Hinton Thomas. Reference is made
elsewhere to the John F. and Lida D. Taylor Fund, which in 1972
amounted to $41,600, started by a poorly paid circuit preacher in the
early part of this century.
In addition, the past-and present-leaders have been remembered
by naming sub-district units for them. For example, the Batesville
District named zones for Pearle McCain and Edith Martin.
The women's societies have served to undergird not alone the mission
work of the church but practically everything the church was engaged
in. We saw the beginning in providing and/or furnishing parsonages.
The societies have at times supplemented the pastor's salary. They have
helped raise the money to build churches. "Never has a church been
built in the Little Rock Conference without the timely assistance of the
godly women within her borders," declared Mrs. W. H. Pemberton in
1909Y
A good example of this truth is found in the story of the resurrection
of First Church, Little Rock, after the Civil War. The town had been depopulated. Money was scarce, political factions were fighting each other,
and even the church members were quarreling among themselves, the

Mrs. Lucille Nix of Lonoke,
' president, Little Rock Conference United Methodist Women,
addressed the 1974 annual
meeting at Warren. (Right)
Mrs. Nix reported at the May,
1975, annual conference.

record says. The church had lost its status in the city, and only a few
faithful members were attending. The old chapel was unattractive, at
times the Sunday morning services were cancelled, and in 1877 the
church asked the conference to omit it from the appointments (but this
was not done). During this time the women organized a Floral Society
"under the leadership of Sisters Cates and McAlmont, and about the
same time the 'Ladies Aid Society,' under the active charge of Mesdames
D. G. Fones, Eileen F. Cates, Martha McAlmont, Rachel A. Dotter,
Mrs. J. B. Bond and their many associates.... All through the years of
trial that followed the year 1872 these organizations ... kept · alive the
vital spark of hope.... The first step taken was with the money donated by the ladies societies, to purchase the lot on the corner of Eighth
Street, where this building now stands." A building was then erected
and the church began to grow and to increase in influence and strength. 42
Another example was that of Mrs. Rachel Harner who in 1906 gave
$2,650 to enlarge the Methodist Episcopal Church at Siloam Springs
and $500 to Arkansas Conference College there. Mrs. Horner also
placed $8,300 as an annuity with the College. 43
But in more recent years the societies at the conference level have supported, in part, many diverse causes. Among these have been partial support for a narcotics and alcohol teacher in public schools, assistance in
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rural work, and conference youth work, hospital chaplain, mm1stry to
migrants, workers at Aldersgate Camp, Little Rock, student pastors on
college campuses, missionary tours for youth, United Nations seminars,
and building of conference camps.
At the annual meeting of North Arkansas Conference Society in
1949 these persons presented various causes to the women: Glen F.
Sanford for Town and Country Commission, R. E. L. Bearden, Jr., for
the Children's home, Ewing T. Wayland for the Arkansas Methodist,
and Rev. W. F. Cooley for the Board of Missions.
Status of Women: uyou Are A Woman of Worth"

Early leaders in women's mission work had to combat prejudice against
missions and also prejudice against women in public roles. When Miss
Belle H. Bennett came to Little Rock in 1899 to encourage women's
mission work, "women speakers were not cordially invited by the conservative Methodists, but many pastors did receive Miss Bennett in her
fund raising efforts for the founding of Scarritt College and Rev. Sam
Jones welcomed her in his great tabernacle meetings." 44
In another chapter we have traced the way women in Arkansasand in the church at large-sought and gained full laity and clergy
rights. In this section is traced the role of the women's societies in dealing with the role and status of women.
Sometimes we picture these early supporters of missions and of the
church as extra pious in their outlook. Some may have been but not all.
A report on the 1890 annual meeting at Prescott summarized the opening sermon by the Rev. J. R. Moore:
He did not so beautifully eulogize woman in her work for women. On the
contrary, he gave us food for thought and helped us to see the need of more
faithful, diligent work in the future.

The report then added,
The time is
or held up as
neither saints
hands of our
to get up and

past, if it ever existed, when we can enjoy being lulled to sleep,
those saintly women who are doing such a grand work. We are
nor saintly. We are only weak, unworthy instruments in the
Heavenly Father, making frequent failures, but always willing
try again ... : •

As early as 1910 the Home Mission Society in annual meeting had
an address by Mrs. Edgar Wyatt of Hot Springs on "Woman's Place in
The Church." At the same meeting it was reported that 200 handwritten letters, 500 mimeographed letters, and 1,250 mimeographed
bulletins had been sent out seeking information from preachers as to
their sentiment on laity rights for women. Of the 105 who answered, 85
were favorable and 20 against. Mrs. W. H. Pemberton was chiefly
responsible for this effort. 46
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The North Arkansas Conference Commission on Status
and Role of Women includes among its members Mrs.
Gladys Womack, president of the conference United Methodist Women (center in front row) and Mrs. Mary Ellen
Jesson (top left), chairperson of the Commission.

Anne Firor Scott has commented that in carrying out their m1sswn tasks
Methodist women began to revise their self image and ultimately found themselves to be a part of the feminist movement which the church so deplored.
In due course they would begin to demand more power within the church
itself. The church fathers were not as foresighted as a certain antebellum
minister who had refused permission for a woman's prayer meeting on the
ground that if women were alone "who knows what they would pray for." "

A Committee on the Status of Women was created by the churchwide Woman's Missionary Council as early as 1930. In 1943 the North
Arkansas women seemed just starting to work on this issue :
Your magazines are full of articles giving new feats in fields never before
open to women. When the war is over, these channels may be closed. Let's be
ready so they won't. We must study to know how to keep what we have
gained. . . !"

In 1948 the Little Rock Conference report on the Status of Women
stated: "The Status of Women's work . . . is to help the Christian
woman everywhere to discover her place in our human society and to
assist her in assuming that place with honor and devotion." 49 The
women in North Arkansas made it clear that in urging greater representation on boards and at conferences,
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The idea back of this is NOT to dominate, but they believe that by serving
in these various capacities . . . and by knowing more about the total program
of the church they are better able to coopetate in the promotion of the overall program. Even though women have been given full clergy rights not many
have shown a desire to go into the ministry. 150

In 1972 the General Conference created a Commission on the Status
and Role of women. At the 1973 Arkansas School of Christian Mission
a course was given on "Women: Over Half the Earth's People." At the
request of the Executive Committee of United Methodist Women, the
North Arkansas Annual Conference created a Commission on the Role
and Status of Women in 1974. It has two members from each district
plus four members at large. Its first report was made to the conference in 1975, and it included a number of recommendations about
studies and surveys concerning the extent to which women are involved
in the policy-making decisions at all levels of the church. Priority was
proposed for ( 1) seeing that women are adequately represented on
church committees and boards at all levels in the church, and ( 2)
creating a more favorable climate for recruiting, appointing, and receiving women as clergy. Mary E. Jesson is chairperson of the commission, June Westphal, vice chairperson, and Emily Cockrill, secretary.
The commission was allocated $1,67 5 for their 1975 · 76 budget.
A New Day

The early 1970s brought several significant changes to Methodist
women of Arkansas concerned about the mission of the church. First
was a merger of the women's societies of the Southwest Conference of
the Central Jurisdiction. In North Arkansas the leader in planning the
merging was Mrs. W. F. Bates,51 a long-time leader in interracial affairs
and a close friend to many women in the Southwest Conference. Mrs.
Alice Preston was the leader in the Southwest Conference, working
closely with Mrs. E. T. Davenport of Little Rock Conference and Mrs.
Joe Crumpler of North Arkansas Conference.
The merger of the two racial groups in Arkansas was combined with
the changeover from the Women's Society of Christian Service to a new
beginning in women's work under the new name of United Methodist
Women. This change was authorized by the 1972 General Conference.
A new statement of purpose was established at the same time:
The organized unit of United Methodist Women shall be a community of
women whose Purpose is to know God and experience freedom as whole
persons through Jesus Christ; to develop a creative, supportive fellowship ;
and to expand concepts of mission rhrough participation in the g lobal ministries
of the church."

The mergers were called "celebrations" and were outstanding events
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in the life of the women's groups. The Little Rock Conference "celebration" was held at Benton's First Church on February 18, 1973, and
the North Arkaknsas "celebration" on February 24, in Conway. About
500 were in attendance in Benton and 650 in Conway. Bishop and
Mrs. Eugene M. Frank participated, with the bishop speaking on "Manifestations of Christians . .. . Faith in the Hour of Crisis." Mrs. Frank
was in charge of installation of new officers at Conway. 53 Later many
districts and local churches had their own celebrations.
Finally

Methodist women in Arkansas have made a memorable record through
their mission societies. Not every effort has succeeded as was hoped; not
all goals have been realized. But the Kingdom has been advanced on
many fronts by their efforts. "Future historians will see in the modern
missionary movement one of the outstanding achievements of the human
spirit of all times," declared Mrs. T. S. Lovett, president, Little Rock
Conference Women's Society, at the 1953 annual meeting.54 Arkansas
women may rightfully feel they have had a . share, though small, in
these "achievements of the human spirit." They will continue to give
themselves to this task in the years ahead, in the spirit expressed in 1960
by Mrs. Alvin Stone, Little Rock Conference president:
"Our hats are off to the past, but our coats are off to the future which
we view with hope and certainty." 55
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