December 24, 2020
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
Durham North Carolina

Prelude - Laudate Handbells: Angels, from the Realms of Glory
arr. by Bill Ingram
Thanksgiving for Baptism
L In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
L

C

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness.
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning
your Spirit moved over the waters and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life
in which you took delight. Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his
family. Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river
your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By water and your Word
you claim us as daughters and sons, making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. We
praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we praise you for the gift of
new life in Jesus Christ. Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives with your
forgiveness, grace, and love.
To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.

Hymn - O Come, All Ye Faithful
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Prayer of the Day
L Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true Light. Grant
that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in the last day wake to the
brightness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
WORD
First Reading - Isaiah 9:2-7
This poem promises deliverance from Assyrian oppression, a hope based on the birth of a royal
child with a name full of promise. While Judah’s king will practice justice and righteousness, the
real basis for faith lies in God’s passion for the people: The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do
this!
2
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep
darkness—on them light has shined. 3You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. 4For
the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have
broken as on the day of Midian. 5For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments
rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 6For a child has been born for us, a son given
to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be
endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with
justice and with righteousness from this time onward and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of
hosts will do this.
2

L
C

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Hymn - Angels We Have Heard on High
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Second Reading
Titus 2:11-14
The appearance of God’s grace in Jesus Christ brings salvation for all humanity. Consequently,
in the present we live wisely and justly while also anticipating the hope of our Savior’s final
appearance.
11
The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, 12training us to renounce impiety and
worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and godly,
13
while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and
Savior, Jesus Christ. 14He it is who gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity
and purify for himself a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds.
L The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Hymn - Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
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Gospel Reading
Luke 2:1-20
After the Gospel is announced, the people say:
C Glory to you, O Lord.
1
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered.
2
This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3All went to
their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to
Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and
family of David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was
expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7And she
gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger,
because there was no place for them in the inn.
8
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night.
9
Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and
they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you
good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior,
who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands
of cloth and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the
heavenly host, praising God and saying,
14
“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”
15
[ When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let
us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known
to us.” 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.
17
When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; 18and all who
heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and
pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had
heard and seen, as it had been told them.]
After the Gospel is read, the people say:
C Praise to you, O Christ.
3

Sermon
Hymn of the Day - What Child Is This
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Nicene Creed
C We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Prayers of Intercession
Joining our voices with the song of the angels, let us pray for the church, the world, and all who
are in need.
A brief silence.
The shepherds sing, “Jesus Christ is born!” Let your church throughout the world proclaim this
good news, over the hills and everywhere. Unite the voices of all your faithful people in songs of
praise and rejoicing. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Heaven and nature sing, “Joy to the world!” Give respite to flocks, fields, and those who tend
them. Come near to us in the beauty of nighttime, the shining of the stars, and the hush of a world
at rest. May our wonder at your creation rouse our care for all the earth. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
4

The angels sing, “Peace on earth!” Come quickly to still the strife of this world. Hush the noise
of war and violence in places of unrest. Inspire leaders of nations to seek lasting peace and
sustainable provision for all in their care. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Mary sings melodies of comfort to her newborn child. Bring rest and reassurance to those facing
struggles this night. Shelter travelers and those without homes. Console those who lie awake due
to pain or anxiety. Heal those who are sick or hurting, especially Audrey, Barbara, Jan, Johanna,
Tony, JoAnn, Leon, Janet, Joyce, Ida, Debbie, Phyllis, Blanche, Leslie, Bob, Ellie, Tracey, Fran,
and those we name before you now, silently or vocally. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Love sings through the sound of a new baby’s cry. Bless new parents and expectant parents.
Comfort those who long for children, especially those running out of hope or options. Surround
families of every shape and size with your love and care. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.
The heavenly chorus sings, “Glory to God in the highest!” We give you thanks for all the saints
who have proclaimed your glory in word and deed. Let us join them this night in joyful praise
around your eternal throne. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of mercy, come quickly to us with grace upon grace as we lift these and all our prayers to
you, in the name of Jesus.
Amen.
MEAL
The Sharing of the Peace
L The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.
Offering
Offertory - Sneak Peak: Lessons & Carols Service - Virtual choir and string quartet: For
Unto Us A Child Is Born from Handel’s Messiah
At the presentation of the offering, the congregation sings:
In the Bleak Midwinter (verse 3 as printed here)
What can I give him, poor as I am?
If I were a shepherd I would bring a lamb;
if I were a wise man I would do my part;
yet what I can I give him – give my heart.
Offering Prayer
A Let us pray. Good and loving God, we rejoice in the birth of Jesus, who came among the
poor to bring the riches of your grace. As you have blessed us with your gifts, let them be
blessing for others. With the trees of the field, with all earth and heaven, we shout for joy at
the coming of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
C Amen.

5

Great Thanksgiving

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. In the
wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh you have opened the eyes of faith to a new and
radiant vision of your glory, that beholding the God made visible, we may be drawn to love
the God whom we cannot see. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth
and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

6

P Holy God, Creator of all and Source of life, at the birth of time your word brought light into
the world. In the fullness of time, you sent your Word, born of Mary, to shine in our darkness
and to make us your daughters and sons. In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord
Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his birth and life among us, his death and resurrection, we await his
coming again when all things will be restored in him. By your Spirit bless us and this bread
and cup, that, held and nourished by you, we may live as your children, shining with the light
of your Son. Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church, both now and forever.
C Amen
C Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
Invitation to Communion
P Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.
The Distribution
Hymn - O Little Town of Bethlehem
Hymn - It Came Upon the Midnight Clear
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Admission to the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper is by invitation of our Lord, presented through the
Church to those who are baptized. Those unable to partake of bread or wine are assured that we affirm our
Lord’s presence in, with, and under either the bread or wine alone. If you are unable to receive Holy
Communion at the altar, please notify an usher in order to receive communion at your seat. All are welcome at
the table for a blessing. We use bread and red wine at communion. We offer gluten free wafers and grape
juice as well, so inform your server if you desire either.
Distribution of Outdoor Communion Elements takes place as follows: We will commune starting with
those closest to the Mobile Classroom from the back to the front, then moving to the next group toward the
church building. Space yourselves as you continue to come forward. The pastor will be stationed at the front of
the table with trays of individual cups that contain the wafers. Wafers were placed in the cups with gloved
hands while the pastor or vicar were masked. Pick up one cup (avoid touching other cups) Take the wafer.
Move to the assistant holding the wine and grape juice trays of prefilled cups. Remove a cup and drink the wine.
(Be aware that cups may stick in the holder.) Place empty cups (wine and wafer) in the recycling bin at the end
of the line.

7

Post Communion Blessing
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C Amen.
Prayer after Communion
A Radiant God, with our eyes we have seen your salvation, and in this meal we have feasted on
your grace. May your Word take flesh in us, that we may be your holy people, revealing your
glory made known to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C Amen.
The Lighting of the Candles
The pastor will light his candle from the Christmas candle. The ushers will light their
candles from the pastor’s candle. The ushers will then light the candle of each worshiper
nearest the center aisle.
Only unlighted candles should be tipped to the neighbor’s candle to be lit.
When all candles have been lighted, Silent Night will be sung. Following the
Benediction, the candles will be extinguished.
Hymn - Silent Night

1

Silent night, holy night!
All is calm, all is bright
round yon virgin mother and child.
Holy Infant, so tender and mild,
sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.

2

Silent night, holy night!

Shepherds quake at the sight;
glories stream from heaven afar,
heav'nly hosts sing, alleluia!
Christ, the Savior, is born! Christ, the Savior, is born!
3

Silent night, holy night!
Son of God, love's pure light
radiant beams from your holy face,
with the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at your birth, Jesus, Lord, at your birth.

Reading
John 1:1-18
1
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was in
the beginning with God. 3All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing
came into being. What has come into being 4in him was life, and the life was the light of all
people. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.
6
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to testify to the
8

light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the light, but he came to testify
to the light. 9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.
10
He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know
him. 11He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 12But to all who
received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 13who were
born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.
14
And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a
father's only son, full of grace and truth. 15(John testified to him and cried out, "This was he of
whom I said, 'He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.'") 16From his
fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17The law indeed was given through Moses;
grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son,
who is close to the Father's heart, who has made him known.
Benediction
P The light of the Father, and of the + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you this and every night.
C Amen.
The Dismissal
A Go in peace. Christ is with you.
C We will. Thanks be to God
Sending Hymn and Postlude - Joy to the World
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Worship Leadership
Rev. Scott Anderson
Vicar Judy Goans
Sue Dahl, Lector
Rod Runestad, Assisting Minister
Laudate Handbells: Kati Moore, George Seiz, Stacy Herring, Audrey Busch, Jim Shoaf
St. Paul’s Virtual Choir: Lydia Greene, Joan Albright, Wendy Waugh, Tina Bessias, Rachel
Harter, Susan Beschorner, Rod Runestad, Jim Shoaf, George Seiz, Lewis Moore
String Quartet: Elizabeth Phelps, violin; Natalie Kress, violin; Suzanne Rousso, viola; Oliver
Weston, cello
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Hymn - O Come, All Ye Faithful
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Hymn - Angels We Have Heard On High
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Hymn - Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
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Hymn of the Day - What Child Is This
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Hymn - O Little Town of Bethlehem
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Hymn - It Came upon the Midnight Clear
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Sending Hymn - Joy to the World
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The Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God.
Prayer of the Church (Members): Audrey Pearson, Barbara Hadden, Jan Franzen, Johanna Nikitscher,
Tony Perrotte, JoAnn and Leon Bowman, Janet Ravert, Joyce Veazey, Ida Elliott, Debbie Fullbright, Phyllis
Jenkins, Blanche Bragg, Leslie Johnson, Bob and Ellie DeVries, Tracey Dissel, Fran Whitfield

Prayer List Changes – If you have names to add, or delete at any time email staff, or call the office.
Prayer of the Church (Friends): Kay Matthews [Tony’s mother], Robert Meissner [Tony’s uncle], and
Dian and Gina Piazza [friends] (by Tony and Penni Perrotte); Laura Williams (friend of Amanda Anderson),
Bill Lopatta (uncle of Amanda Anderson), Jane L (friend of Robin Winfree), Tim and Sue Williams (friends of
the Foremans), Phillip Idom & Warner Ettinger (friends of the Perrotte’s), Pamela Kildahl (sister of Wendy
Waugh), Sara Russell (sister of Anna Snyder), Susan Freeman, her husband Don and daughter Emma (by
Joan Pepper), Sayge Lindsay (grandson of Alta Lindsay), Cary Grant (friend of Greg and Jeanna Hudgins),
Lydia Taylor (cousin of Bee Ellertson), Susan Roberts (friend of Kathy Anderson), Donore Lantz (friend of
Judy Schlegel), MJ Chevalier (sister of Marcy Brown), Roketta Hudgins (mother of Greg Hudgins), Gay Reed
(friend of Robin Winfree), Sally Midyette (mother of Kathy Anderson), Jacki and Steven and daughters
(friends of Joan Pepper), Zach Maier (cousin of Kathy Anderson), Lois Horn (friend of Penni Perrotte), Brady
Laubert (grandson of Pam and Steve Taylor), Staci Dominick (daughter-in-law of Ted and Diana Dominick),
Leonard Anderson, (family friend of Ted and Diana Dominick), Marti Casalino (friend of Marcia Redman),
David Deardorff (cousin of Marlene Coulter), Virginia Hinshaw (great-grandmother of Kayden and Hunter
Hinshaw), Michelle Meadors, Tony Blackwell (cousin of Pat Casper), Gad Kainer, Peggy Stevens (by John
and Linda Foreman), Nancy Randle (niece of Ann and Larry Grovenstein), Eric Tabert (nephew of Deb
Tabert), Dean Greg Jones of Duke Divinity, Chuck Noll (friend of the Waugh’s), Kenneth and Shirley Craig
(by Pat Casper), Blackwell and Miller families (by Pat Casper), the Jolly Family (by Marlene Coulter), Armenia
and Artsakh (friends of Judy Schlegel), William and Barbara Wilson (parents of Bill Wilson), Mark Ahrendsen
(friend of Marcia and Bill Wilson), Marjorie Bower (daughter of Doug and Fran Whitfield), Linda Leslie
(mother of Sean Slane), Rufous Coulter (brother-in-law of Marlene Coulter), Rev. Kyle Randle (nephew of
Ann and Larry Grovenstein), Cathy White (niece of Ann and Larry Grovenstein)
“Light a Candle” -- Candles are lit for prayer intentions. To "light a candle for someone" indicates one's
intention to say a prayer for another person, and the candle symbolizes that prayer. The candle screen
and votive candles are in the Narthex of the church, along with wood tapers to light them with.
You are welcome to come, light a candle, and pray. If you come after hours or when no staff is in the
building, please put out the candle before you leave. Staff will check during the daytimes when they are
there to make sure all are put out.
Pour a cup of tea or coffee and join the Pastor and Vicar for Coffee Hour on Mondays on Zoom
from 10-11. We are looking forward to seeing you, chatting, and catching up. We will not be Zooming on
Dec 28 but will be back on Jan 4, 2021. Here is the info:
Topic: Coffee Hour with the Pastor and Vicar, Time: 10:00-11:00 am on Mondays
Join Zoom Meeting: https://zoom.us/j/91351103753?pwd=WVVCRlgrSUhhLzJWN3pPYnlyL25LZz09
Meeting ID: 913 5110 3753 – Password: 292680
Scott Anderson is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom Bible Study on Thursday mornings.
Topic: Bible Study - Daniel – Time: 10:30 am on Thursdays. We will be off on December 24 and 31 and
will pick back up after the holidays on January 7, 2021.
Join Zoom Meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/946532621?pwd=UTJqYjV0V3laMmpROStMdGRvTGFhUT09
Meeting ID: 946 532 621 – Password: 402561
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Christmas Eve Services
i 5:00 pm - Drive Through Holy Communion
enter at the Cornwallis Road entrance, come around
back and exit on Pickett Road.
i 7:00 pm Zoom Christmas Eve

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89741551159?pwd=UEdxYn
NhSEFMTjFJbllBMjE1enpFdz09
Meeting ID: 897 4155 1159 – Passcode: 031137
One tap mobile
+16465588656,,89741551159#,,,,*031137# US (New York)
+13017158592,,89741551159#,,,,*031137# US (Washington D.C)
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kbThpscx1C
i Recorded (this service) – Here is the link: https://vimeo.com/493249533 You can always
check the St. Paul’s website (stpaulsdurham.org) and the main Vimeo link is shown several
times on the home page of the website.
Worship on Sunday, December 27 - 1 Christmas – Lessons and Carols
There will not be in-person worship on December 27. The service is on our Vimeo site. Here is
the link: https://vimeo.com/493413659 You may also check the St. Paul’s website
(stpaulsdurham.org) to get to the main Vimeo site. This service features readers from our
membership and music from our choir and soloists.
Worship on Sunday, January 3, 2021 – 2 Christmas – Setting four
There will not be in-person worship on January 3, 2021. The service is on our Vimeo site. Here
is the link: https://vimeo.com/493124626 You may also check the St. Paul’s website
(stpaulsdurham.org) to get to the main Vimeo site. Pastor Scott will be available from
11:15 am - 12:00 noon for Drive-through Holy Communion January 3, 2021.
The church offices will be closed December 25 through January 3. We wish everyone a
blessed Christmas and happy New Year.

Worship Leadership
Rev. Scott Anderson
Vicar Judy Goans
Jacqueline Nappi, Minister of Music
Laudate Handbells: Kati Moore, George Seiz, Stacy Herring, Audrey Busch, Jim Shoaf
St. Paul’s Virtual Choir: Lydia Greene, Joan Albright, Wendy Waugh, Tina Bessias,
Rachel Harter, Susan Beschorner, Rod Runestad, Jim Shoaf, George Seiz, Lewis Moore
String Quartet: Elizabeth Phelps, violin; Natalie Kress, violin; Suzanne Rousso, viola,
Oliver Weston, chello
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