Week of February 10, 2019
Psalm 48: 1-3, 9-14
1 Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised in the city of our God, in the mountain of his holiness. 2 Beautiful for situation, the joy of the whole earth, is mount Zion, on the sides of the north, the city of the great King. 3 God is known in her palaces for a refuge. 9 We have thought of thy lovingkindness, O God, in the midst of thy temple. 10 According to thy name, O God, so is thy praise unto the ends of the earth: thy right hand is full of righteousness. 11 Let mount Zion rejoice, let the daughters of Judah be glad, because of thy judgments. 12 Walk about Zion, and go round about her: tell the towers thereof. 13 Mark ye well her bulwarks, consider her palaces; that ye may tell it to the generation following. 14 For this God is our God for ever and ever: he will be our guide even unto death. Understanding the Scriptures
In today’s lesson, the psalmist praises God for the glory of His Holy City.  The first part of the psalm describes the greatness of the city of God, which is Jerusalem, the chosen city of God.  In and of itself Jerusalem is just another city.  The city is great worthy of praise only because God dwelled in the Temple in the city of Jerusalem.  Jerusalem is described as beautiful and highly elevated, which mean it stood out above everything in the surrounding area.  The people of Judah were from Israel’s largest tribe, which settled in the southern part of Canaan where Jerusalem was located.  David was from Judah, and he made Jerusalem his capital and the center of the nation’s worship.  The Bible pictures Jerusalem as the place where believers will gather in the “last days” and as the spiritual home of all believers where God will live among them.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Temple in Jerusalem is where God dwelled, but it was also the place where worshippers gather to meditate on God and His unfailing love.  During that time, threats of war from foreign armies were frequent.  God gave Israel victory over nations that should have won the battles.  The magnificence of Jerusalem stood as a testament to God’s power, so the nations surrendered.  God’s sovereign protection was another reason why the psalmist proclaimed that God should be praised until the ends of the earth.
The psalmist ends his praise by calling on God’s people to consider the lasting security of Jerusalem.  The people are encouraged to walk around the city and inspect the physical appearance of the buildings.  By doing so they would realize the greatness of the city was not the physical structures but in God, who would be their guide forever

