WARREN COUNTY (PEQUEST RIVER)
MUNICIPAL UTILITIES AUTHORITY
REORGANIZATION MEETING

MINUTES
FEBRUARY 28, 2017
Chairman Chamberlain called the reorganization meeting of the Warren County (Pequest River)
Municipal Utilities Authority to order at 7:45 P.M. The meeting was held at the Authority’s
Administration building located at 199 Foul Rift Road, Belvidere, New Jersey.
Chairman Chamberlain congratulated Sidney Deutsch and Drew J. Kiszonak on their
reappointment as commissioners by the Warren County Freeholders. Mr. Tipton administered
the oath of office to Sidney Deutsch and Drew J. Kiszonak.
Roll Call:
Sidney Deutsch
Drew Kiszonak
Laurel Napolitani, Secretary
Everdina O’Connor
Robert Piazza, Treasurer
Philip Rosenberg
Morris Scott, Jr., Vice Chairman
Chad Chamberlain, Chairman

Donald Niece Absent

Also, in attendance were: Steve Donati, P.E., Authority Engineer; Brian Tipton, Esq., Authority
Legal Counsel; Kim Francisco, Authority Fiscal Officer; Billy J. Wauhop, Authority Consultant
and Patricia Kaspereen, Administrative Assistant.
Chairman Chamberlain led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance and then read the Introductory
Statement.
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES
Finance Committee: On behalf of the Finance Committee, Mr. Piazza, who chairs the
committee, thanked the other members of the committee for working on the committee with him.
He also extended the committee’s appreciation to Mr. Francisco, Mr. Olshefski and his staff at
the County for preparing financial reports and working on the Authority’s finances. In 2016, the
Authority was about $265,000 under budget. He gave a big thank you to Mr. Wauhop and the
staff for their efforts. Most of the savings was due to a reduction in sludge hauling/disposal costs
and other operating expenses. Mr. Piazza challenged Mr. Wauhop to work for “free”, meaning
that at a minimum, cost savings would be at least equivalent, if not exceeding, what he is paid in
his contract.
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Chairman Chamberlain thanked Mr. Piazza and the Finance Committee for their work and said
they did a great job, as well as thanking Mr. Francisco, Mr. Olshefski and Mr. Wauhop.
Personnel Committee: On behalf of the Personnel Committee, Chairman Chamberlain, who
chairs the committee, said last year the committee vowed to be was more engaged and more
involved. Over the past year, six Personnel Committee meetings were held. The committee
looked at compensation issues, performance reviews, paid time off, disciplinary issues, staffing
and a potential succession plan for Mr. Wauhop for when he retires. Chairman Chamberlain
stated the committee accomplished a lot over the past year. He said the most important thing is
the Authority has been able to maintain a high level of moral and productivity with the
employees, for which he thanked Mr. Wauhop and the committee, and looks forward to another
good year.
Oxford WWTP Upgrade Committee: Mr. Rosenberg, who chairs this committee, toured the
Oxford plant last month. He noted a stark difference from the tour he took when Tomar was still
on site. The plant looks really nice; the operators are doing a nice job keeping the place in
shape. Since Tomar Construction is no longer on site, and the only work needed to be done for
completion are site improvements by Tom Bartha Excavating and in-house personnel, Mr.
Rosenberg suggested the Upgrade Committee be disbanded.
Insurance Committee: Mr. Rosenberg, who chairs this committee, said since we brought Ms.
Cooper on board as our risk manager, things have been fine. In the agenda packets was an
announcement from the MEL for online training for public officials. This can be done on one’s
own. Last year, it was done as a group. Ms. Kaspereen will check with MEL to see if this can
be done as a group again this year. Other than that, he thought Ms. Cooper would give her
annual presentation and recommendations to the Board and then the committee could meet if
necessary.
ELECTION OF OFFICERS
Chairman Chamberlain passed the gavel to Mr. Tipton to conduct the Election of Officers.
Mr. Tipton opened the nominations for a slate of officers or to start with the chairperson
position.
Mr. Scott made a motion to retain the same slate of officers as last year. Ms. O’Connor
seconded. As there were no further nominations, nominations were closed. The motion passed
unanimously on a roll call vote.
Mr. Tipton congratulated the officers and relinquished the gavel to Chairman Chamberlain.
Chairman Chamberlain thanked everyone for their confidence in this group of officers.
APPOINTMENT OF OFFICERS

WCMUA

2

Reorg mtg 2017

General Counsel: Chairman Chamberlain presented a resolution to award a non-fair and open
contract for professional services with Florio Perrucci Steinhardt & Fader, LLC, for legal
services for the upcoming year.
Mr. Scott moved to adopt Resolution #17-05, awarding a non-fair and open contract for
professional services with Florio Perrucci Steinhardt & Fader, LLC, for legal services from
February 28, 2017 to February 28, 2018. Mr. Rosenberg seconded. The motion passed
unanimously on a roll call vote.
Mr. Tipton thanked the Board.
Consulting Engineer: Chairman Chamberlain asked for a motion authorizing the award of a nonfair and open contract for professional engineering consulting services to CP Engineers, LLC for
the upcoming year.
Mr. Scott moved to adopt Resolution #17-06, awarding a non-fair and open contract for
professional engineering consulting services to CP Engineers, LLC, from February 28, 2017 to
February 27, 2018. Mr. Rosenberg seconded. The motion passed unanimously on a roll call
vote.
Mr. Donati thanked the Board.
NEW BUSINESS
Finance Committee: Hearing no objections, Chairman Chamberlain recommended the Authority
keep the same Finance Committee in place. Mr. Piazza agreed to continue serving as its
chairperson. Mr. Deutsch and Mr. Scott agreed to remain on the Finance Committee. (In a
phone call, Mr. Niece told Ms. Kaspereen that he would serve on the same committee as last
year if needed.) Therefore, the committee will remain the same.
Personnel Committee: Chairman Chamberlain asked current members if they wished to remain
on the committee. All (Ms. Napolitani, Ms. O’Connor and Mr. Kiszonak) agreed to do so. He
will continue to chair this committee. There were no objections.
Upgrade Committee: Upon Mr. Rosenberg’s recommendation and hearing no objections, this
committee was disbanded.
Insurance Committee: Mr. Rosenberg agreed to continue chairing the committee. Mr. Deutsch,
Mr. Piazza and Mr. Scott will also remain on the committee. There were no objections.
Chairman Chamberlain introduced a resolution for the appointment of the Authority’s Public
Agency Compliance Officer for 2017. Mr. Wauhop was our PACO for 2016 and has agreed to
do so again for 2017.
Mr. Scott moved to adopt Resolution #17-07, authorizing the reappointment of Mr. Wauhop as
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the Authority’s Public Agency Compliance Officer (PACO) for 2017. Ms. Napolitani seconded.
The motion passed unanimously on a roll call vote.
Lastly, Chairman Chamberlain introduced resolutions to establish a schedule of meeting dates
and designation of the official newspaper.
There was discussion at last month’s meeting to start the meetings at 7:45 pm, to accommodate
Mr. Rosenberg’s schedule, but that is no longer an issue.
Mr. Scott moved and Ms. O’Connor seconded to adopt Resolution #17-08, establishing the
schedule of meeting dates for 2017. The motion passed unanimously on a roll call vote.
All regular meetings will be held on the third Tuesday of the month. All regular meetings will
start at 7:30 p.m., with the exception of the December 2017 and February 2018 regular meetings,
which will immediately follow the Annual Rate Hearing and Reorganization Meeting that will
start at 7:30 p.m.
Mr. Scott moved and Ms. O’Connor seconded to adopt Resolution #17-09, for designation of the
Authority’s official newspaper. The Board designated the Star Gazette as the Authority’s
official newspaper, and with The Express Times, as the two newspapers to receive notices of
meetings. The motion passed unanimously on a roll call vote.
Mr. Scott moved and Ms. Napolitani seconded that the Reorganization Meeting be adjourned.
All in favor, motion carried. The meeting was adjourned at 8:02 p.m.

_______________________
Patricia Kaspereen
Administrative Assistant
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