And so it happened that one day the King of Babyloh saw what a
wonderful place the Promised [Lahd was.

Anhd he decided he wanted it.

He sent his armies to attaCk the Israelites - and this time God let /
the Israelites fight for themselves. They didnht do so well. The

armies of Babyloh were too strong. They took the Israelite’s land,

and their houses, and their VCRS and TVs and Video games (well,
if they HAD VCRs and TVs and Video games way baCk then -
don’t think they did). But, worst of all, they took the people of
Israel from their homes, ahd Carried them away to the lahd of

Babylon.

And that (Finally!) is where the story of Dahiel begins. A-"
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(But First things First.)

(Part )
By Paul Dallgas-Frey

O one€ can sec GQD

God is everywhere in the universe all at onhe time. That is much
t00 great ahd wonderful ahd powerful for anyone to see. But we
CAN see the things that God does. So when we see all the things
God has done for the people of Israel, we Khow that (od is real.

Anhd God has donhe some amazing, wonderful things.

He gave the people of Israel the Promised [Lahd for their home.
The Promised [Lahd was a country that was So rich they said it
was “Flowing with milk and honey.” The fruits ahd Vvegetables Srew
SO big there, it tOOK tWO Mmen to Carry them.

And when their enemies attacked, (God was on Israel’s side. Israel
always won (well, mostly always, but we will get to that later!).
Even though their enemies were bigger and stronger and more

powerful, they were ho matCh for God!

But there was another important thing that God did. God gave
the people of Israel rules to live by.

1 khow, T kKnow. Rules just ruin the fun.
At |east, that’s what we think sometimes.
But think about it. Your dad says, “Don’t runh out into the street.”
If your ball rolled out into the street, and You rah after it, and
got hit by a Car, how much fuh would that be?

Or your mom says, “Go brush your teeth!” and you say, “Ah, Mom,

do T have t0?” But suppose your mom didn’t Care about you, and
didnt make you brush your teeth. Ohe day they will get all rotten
so they hurt all the time, ahd you won’t be able to eat your
Favorite things (like Rjce Krispie Treats, maybe). How much fun
will that be?

Or suppose your brother kept SmaCKing you ahd pinching you and
poking you - ahd your mom never did ahything about it, beCause
there wasnh’t a “No smacCKking, pinChing and poking” rule. How
much fun would that be?

QOur parents give us rules because they |ove us. They wanht to keep
us safe, and healthy, and they waht to help us get alohg with each
other.

TRules are really good.
But there is ah even more important reason why rules are good.

When you follow your parents’ rules, your friends see what kind of
person you are. But your friends also see what Kind of people your
parents are too, beCause they teaCh you the things that are
important to them.

And so, when your parents teaCh you God’s rules, ahd your
friends see that you are good anhd honest and thoughtful, they are
really seeing what God is like too.

Anhd maybe ohe day they will waht to know (Fod better and believe
in him - all because of you.

And that is what God wants more thah anything.

That is why it is so important to follow God’s rules as best as we
can. IWe wouldnt wanht our friends to think that God is mean, or
selfish, or says or does hasty things.

So (zod gave the Israelites rules beCause he |oves them. He gave
them rules to keep them safe ahd healthy anhd to help them get
along with each other - ahd, most importantly, SO we could see

what God is like.

Only, sometimes the Israelites didh’t follow God’s rules. Some-
times they thought they could do just fine on their own.
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