Los Descendientes del Presidio de Tucsón
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Address Service Requested

Members attend general and social meetings and events, receive announcements of preservation and historical events in the Old Pueblo ,
and receive four copies of El Eco del Presidio de Tucson per year. Please complete information below and mail this form with a check or
money order to: Los Descendientes del Presidio de Tucsón P.O. Box 85337 Tucson AZ 85754
Mission Statement: Dedicated to the preservation of the history and culture of Tucson from its inception to the present.
We are a 501c(3) organization within IRS rules.

Membership Information
Name_______________________________________________

City, State,
Zip_________________________________________________
Telephone___________________________________________
E-Mail Address________________________________________

I I am a descendant of the Spanish Colonial Period (prior to September
1821) (Ancestor name__________________________
I am a descendant of the Mexican Republic Period (September 1821
to June 1, 1853)
I am a descendant of a Pioneer family of the Arizona Territory
(Gadsden Purchase Treaty era – February 13, 1912)
I am just interested in preserving Tucson’s history

I am willing to help in these areas:
Transcribe oral histories
Fund raising
Serve as officer
Trace genealogies
Historical site preservation
Membership
Newsletter contributor
Public relations
Organize, host social functions
Where needed
Typing, copying mailing
I wish to help preserve our heritage
by making a tax-deductible donation of $________________________
Member cycle coincides with Arizona Statehood Day, February 14.
Single membership __________ $40
Pewter_____________$100
Two at same address__________$55
Copper______________$250
Family (up to 5)______________ $65
Silver______________ $500
Life per person _______________$500
Gold_______________ $750
Students ____________________ $20
Platinum____________$1,000
Diamond____________$5,000
Renewal

New

Amount Paid ____________Date________________

Visit our website at www.Descendientes.org
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Past President

President’s Message
Dear Los Descendientes Board of Directors, Members and
Community:
I would like to take this opportunity to thank Annie Lopez for her
commitment and dedication when she accepted the position of
Interim president in January 2018, and once again commend her
for her leadership in making our Birthday Gala a successful event.
At our August monthly meeting, with the full support and blessings
from Annie and the Board of Directors, I agreed to finish out her
term until the end of the year, and was elected president for 2019
at the election.
In December we signed a lease with the Arizona Historical
Society to occupy the historic Sosa Carrillo Fremont House at 151
W. Granada, which we intend to turn into a Mexican-American
Museum and make it a place where we can preserve, celebrate
and educate the community on Tucson’s rich historic cultural
heritage. One of our goals is to grow our membership into a
multigenerational organization and we will need all of you to
accomplish this. Tucson’s history and heritage must continue to be
our number one priority with all of your support and cooperation,
together we can make this happen!
On behalf of all of us, we want to wish everyone a wonderful
Christmas , a Joyous Holiday Season and a Happy New Year.
Sinceramente, Betty Villegas

Annie Lopez

Election of Officers and Installation

Newsletter Editor

Los Descendientes elected officers for 2019 at the General
Membership meeting December 5 at 5:30pm at the Pima County
Continued on Page2

Patricia Morán Benton
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Housing Center, 801 W. Congress St. Elected were: Betty Villegas, president; Michael Lopez, 1st vice
president; Evelyn Jacobs, 2nd vice president; Kris Thompson, recording secretary; Sylvia Finley,
corresponding secretary; Maria Esther Espinosa, treasurer; and Santos Alvarez, Susie Arreola, Bobby
Benton and Enna Cassler, members-at-large. Installation will be held Sunday, January 20, 2019, at the
Viscount Hotel, 4855 E. Broadway. Festivities are from 2 to 6 p.m. and include a no-host bar. Free buffet
will be provided. RSVP to Annie Lopez, 647-7007, so we can provide an accurate count to hotel kitchen.

Presidio Museum Gets Sign
Las Doñas del Presidio de Tucson and
officials of the Presidio de San Agustín
unveiled a new sign for the Presidio on
the day of Tucson’s official birthday
August 20. The sign, made possible by a
$2,500 gift from Las Doñas, hangs on the
Church Avenue side of the Presidio. The
funds were raised at the annual Merienda
held by Las Doñas last April.
A lot of thought went into the design
and construction of the sign, according to
Amy Hartman Gordon, executive director
of the Presidio. The objective was to let visitors know where the Presidio museum was while not
compromising the appearance of the reconstructed adobe Presidio. The sign was designed and made by
Cook and Co. Signmakers and the black lettering is fashioned after the original script of Hugo O’Conor as
written in the 1775 proclamation designating the site of the Presidio. The entrances to the Presidio are
on Court Avenue and Washington Street.

From left, Homer Thiel,
Presidio board president;
Mark Clark, board vice
president; Amy Hartman
Gordon,
Presidio
executive director; Jean
Baxter,
Presidio
volunteer; Annie Lopez,
past
Descendientes
president; Doñas Lolly
Almquist,
Patricia
Benton, Lynne Wood
Dusenberry,
Presidio
soldier Rudy Byrd; and
Doña Carmen Dolny.
Photos courtesy of Lynne
Wood Dusenberry
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ATale of Pioneer Friendship , Family and love
Daniel Gallardo, descendant of pioneer and World War I soldier Federico C. Carrillo, wrote in the
Arizona Daily Star about the friendship of his maternal grandfather and Perfecto E. Sotomayor formed
100 years ago after a welcome-home-from -the -war celebration in Tucson. After the two were called to
active military service the men boarded a train for basic training in Texas. At the war’s end, the two
soldiers boarded a the same ship carrying them home. Perfecto invited Federico to a welcome home
celebration at the family ranch on Oracle Jaynes Station Road. There, Perfecto introduced Federico to
his sister, Guadalupe Sotomayor. The two fell in love and married in 1925. It was a merger of friendship
and family. To read this story of Tucson’s history, friendship and family access the Arizona Daily Star’s
Internet archives by going to Tucson.com and searching for Federico Carrillo or Perfecto Sotomayor.
The story was printed in the Sunday, November 11, 2018 edition on the Front Page.
Another pioneer’s WWI story, that of Ernest Sayre, and relative of Doña Edith Sayre Auslander, was
written in the same edition by his daughter Shirley Sayre DiSalvo. Sayre, who spoke English and Spanish,
used his Spanish language skill to translate between American and French soldiers. That story can be
found on http://Tucson.com . It was printed in a special section on WWI service on Page F1.

2018 Gran Gala
The 2018 Gran Gala, celebrating Tucson’s 243rd Birthday, was held Saturday, August 18, at the
Tucson Convention Center’s Copper Ballroom. Festivities began at 6 p.m. with a no-host cocktail hour
and entertainment. This year’s theme was S-Cuk Son “The Birthplace of Tucson.” Honorees were
Josefina Cardenas, Diana Hadley, Steve Leal and Austin Nunez. Cardenas is a community activist and
longtime resident of Barrio Kroger Lane east of Sentinel Peak, also called “A” Mountain. Hadley is a
founding board member of Friends of Tucson’s Birthplace and other preservation and environmental
organizations. Leal, a former Tucson City Council member, was one of the first to advocate for Tucson
Origins Heritage Park. Nunez, chairman of the San Xavier District, Tohono O’odham Nation, has been
negotiating with the Rio Nuevo Board for the return of ancestral land at the base of Sentinel Peak. In
celebration of the Year of the Woman, the Gran Gala also recognized illustrator Alexandra “Alex!”
Jimenez Soto, and authors Roni Capin Rivera-Ashford and Silviana Wood.

Above, left, Raul Ramirez, author honoree Silviana Wood and Jean Ramirez. Right, Silent Auction
Chairman Evelyn Jacobs and honoree Steve Leal. Photos by Raul Ramirez
3

Doña Genevieve Whalen celebrates her 100th birthday
Friends and family of Doña Genevieve Whalen gathered Sunday, October 7, to celebrate her 100th
birthday at the home of Doña Carmen Dolny. Guests were treated to scrumptious food and two
birthday cakes.
Doña Genevieve’s parents, Miguel and Enriqueta Martinez owned American Bakery in Barrio Viejo
and she jokingly attributes her longevity to eating lots of sweets as a young girl. Doña Genevieve was
born in the home connected to the bakery at South Convent Avenue and West Simpson Street, which
included a grocery. She was the youngest of 10 children.
Genevieve was born into a musical family, and their interest in music played a huge role in her
life. She played piano and two sisters played guitar and violin. Her sister, Enriqueta, played the violin
for the Tucson Symphony where she met Georges DeMeester, founder of the Tucson Pops Orchestra,
who became her husband. At the age of six, Genevieve and her friend, Dina Diamos, danced and sang
for veterans' organizations in
Tucson. She often talks about the
evenings in her Barrio Viejo
neighborhood where people
would gather on their porches,
with their instruments and
voices, and “make a party.” One
neighbor, Lalo Guerrero, was a
true inspiration for her, and a
life-long friend.
In 1980 Genevieve founded
Club Recuerdo in support of Lalo
Guerrero and organized Sunday
tardeadas (tea dances) and social
events for the community. Club
Recuerdo also supported local
teachers by providing financial
assistance to their classrooms.
Dora Ontiveros, Doña Genevieve Whalen, Doña Carmen Dolny.
Although Genevieve trained
In background is Doña Carmen’s daughter, Christina Dolny.
and worked as a dental assistant
Photos by Kristin Thompson
for Dr. Edgar Romo, her true passion since
childhood was volunteering. Genevieve
gave her time to several non-profits and
served in several leadership roles. One 26year ”stint” was with St. Elizabeth of
Hungary Clinic where she volunteered as

Ruthann Jácome, Doña Genevieve, Alex
Jácome, past Descendientes president;
and Margo Friedman.
Continued on Page 5
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a dental assistant and was elected president of their auxiliary. Some of the other organizations that
benefited from her talents include the Arizona Historical Society, University Hospital, Tucson Sister
Cities, and Las Doñas.
Many of these social functions and volunteer programs morphed into fund-raising projects. She
became close friends with Bob Shelton of Old Tucson Studios and was able to recruit Hollywood stars to
attend her charitable events. One of her most eager and frequents guests celebrities was Michael
Landon who was forever grateful to the Tucson medical community for saving his daughter’s life.
In 1991 Doña Genevieve revived the tradition, through Los Descendientes del Presidio de Tucson, of
a Tucson Doña, an honor given to a woman who has contributed to the Tucson community and has
worked to preserve the Old Pueblo’s history and cultural traditions. Her sister Enriqueta Martinez
DeMeester became a Doña in 1992 and the following year Doña Genevieve was elected president of
Los Descendientes. In 1999 she was named a Doña for her service to Los Descendientes and her decades
of volunteer service to the community.
In 2018 she was among the centenarians honored by the Pima Council on Aging. Doña Genevieve
received letters of congratulations from city, state and national elected officials. Carmen Duarte wrote
an Arizona Daily Star article on her. Genevieve was quoted as saying “Always try to be happy and make
others happy,” As those who know her can attest: It is advice she followed and continues to follow with
her generous smile and a positive attitude.
Kristin Thompson contributed to this article.

Tucson Families Honored by Sons of the American Revolution
Juan Manuel Ortega, an ancestor of members Monica Smith and former Descendientes
president Hector Soza, was honored by the Sons of the American Revolution and Tubac Presidio
State Historic Park with a Grave Marking Ceremony at Tubac Presidio State Park in Tubac on October 21.
Ensign Ortega was a soldier at
the Royal Presidio of San Rafael de
Tubac serving with the Spanish
Army which had declared war on
England in 1779. Spain provided
American revolutionaries with
military supplies that included
arms and uniforms. Sonoran
citizens donated two pesos each in
support of the war effort. Ensign
Ortega’s service coincided with the
American Revolution and his
military service to the Spanish ally
of the American colonies was
commemorated as contributing to
the success of the American
Revolution. Ortega died in 1817
and is buried beneath St. Ann’s
Church, which is next to the Tubac
Monica Smith speaks at the Grave Marker Ceremony honoring
Presidio State Park.
her ancestor Alférez Juan Manuel Ortega. Photo by Patricia
It is the first Arizona grave
Benton
Continued on Page 6
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marking by the Sons of the American Revolution. The Tucson Chapter of the Arizona Society of The Sons
of the American Revolution credits the efforts of Rick Collins, former SAR Chapter president, and
former president of the Tucson Presidio Trust for Historic Preservation for making the Grave Marking
Ceremony possible. Collins is a national park ranger at Tumacacori, and volunteer at
Tubac Presidio State Park.
Among the dignitaries at the ceremony were Honorary Counsel of Spain, Armando Molina of
Phoenix, who read a letter from the Consul General of Spain in Los Angeles, Francisco Javier Vallaure de
Acha; SAR Tucson Chapter president general Walter M. Alter, Dr. Rudy Byrd and John Bird, treasurer,
Tucson Chapter SAR. Monica Smith’s sons Jeffrey and Christopher Herrera were inducted into the San
Diego Chapter of the Sons of the American Revolution in 2009 and have transferred to the Tucson
Chapter.
Following are remarks delivered by Monica Smith at the Grave Marking Ceremony:

Alférez Juan Manuel Ortega
By Monica Smith
Before I talk about our ancestor, I want to give a short account about the Spanish Period and the
history of the Presidio at Tubac.
The Tubac Presidio housed a garrison of about fifty cavalry and infantry soldiers and was intended to
protect Spanish settlements and missions in the valley of the Santa Cruz River. The garrison had 51
officers and men, a settlement of about forty families had grown up around the post. It was established
in 1752. Some families had settled in the area as early as the 1690s.
The Tubac Presidio’s commander, Captain Juan Bautista de Anza, assembled the expedition that
explored a land route from
the Santa Cruz Valley to
California. A re-organization
of frontier defenses in 1775
resulted in the transfer of
the garrison. They received
orders to proceed forty
miles north to a site within
present-day
downtown
Tucson, Arizona.
Eventually,
a
new
contingent of soldiers was
sent back to the Tubac
Presidio, which campaigned
against the Apaches until
the Mexican War of
Independence. This post
Warren M. Alter, president general, and Chapter treasurer John Bird
had two officers, two
display the grave marker. Photo by Patricia Benton
sergeants and 84 men.
There were also eight families of Spanish settlers and 20 Indian families living within the land allotment
of five square miles. The garrison community had 1,000 head of cattle, 600 horses, 200 mules, and 15
burros, plus 300 goats. It had an annual harvest of 1,000 bushels of wheat and 600 bushels of corn.
Continued on Page 7
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Our ancestor Juan Manuel Ortega was born in 1757 at Tubac. He was the son of María Gertrudis
Saenz and Sergeant Cristóbal de Francisco Ortega, who came to Tubac with Anza. Juan Manuel Ortega
enlisted at the Tucson Presidio in 1780 at the age of 19. His enlistment documents describe him as
Roman Catholic, 5 feet 1 inch tall, with chestnut hair, brown eyes, a white complexion, a regular nose
and a small scar above the left eyebrow. He was married to Andrea Castelo Gastelúm with whom he had
five children: Ramona, Guadalupe, Manuel Ignacio, Agustina and María Ricarda.
In 1792 he was promoted to carabineer, then to the rank of corporal in 1796. He received an award
for 20 years of service in 1800, after which he was promoted to the rank of sergeant, then ultimately to
Brevet 2nd Lieutenant. About that time, he was assigned back to the Tubac Presidio. He was still in
service after 37 years when he died on October 4,1817, of natural causes and buried in the chapel at
Tubac.
Of interest is the fact that Doña Rita Espinoza, widow of Alférez José María Soza, was also buried
inside the chapel at Tubac in 1820. Our family are descendants of Ortega’s daughter Ramona and
Tiburcio Campa y Coz. Ramona’s daughter, Luisa Campa y Coz, became the link between our ancestors
and the Soza (Sosa) family. The Soza family is well known as one of the pioneer founding families of
Arizona. Luisa Campa y Coz married
Manuel Soza and they had two sons,
Antonio and Plácido. After Manuel’s death,
Luisa married Manuel’s brother, José
Calistro Soza, and they also had two sons.
Upon José Calistro’s death, Luisa formed a
union with Jesús María Munguía and had
two more children, one of whom was our
great-grandfather Tomás. Our Soza cousin
Hector, who is descended from Antonio
Soza, is here today with his wife Mickie and
their family.
We also recently discovered the
descendants of Ramona’s sister Guadalupe
Ortega, some of whom are here today.
They are Homer B. Ortega and Anthony
Ray, who have done extensive research on
their family line and discovered us through
their genealogical research.
My sons, Jeffrey and Christopher Herrera,
are here today as members of the Tucson
chapter of the Sons of the American
Revolution (SAR) and are wearing a
representation of the Spanish military
uniform of the Tucson Presidio soldier.
Monica Smith’s sons Jeffrey and Christopher Herrera
They and other members of our family are
with Honorary Spanish Consul Armando Molina.
here today to honor the memory of our
Photo by John Michael Howe.
five times great grandfather, Juan Manuel
Ortega.
I am certain there are hundreds of individuals and families in the Santa Cruz Valley and elsewhere
Continued on Page 8
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who have yet to discover their family ties to one another and to this family.
Thank you to everyone for being here to give recognition to this Ortega soldier and his Spanish
Military ties to assist in the American Revolution. A heartfelt thank you to everyone who came here
today to help celebrate this first ever SAR grave-marking for a Spanish soldier in the state of Arizona.

Descendants of Juan Manuel Ortega pose for a family reunion photo. Monica Smith is third
from left, front row. Next to her are Hector and Mickie Soza. Monica’s sons flank the group.
Photo by Patricia Benton

Blast from the Past
Editor’s Note: Blasts from the Past is another in a series on Tucson and Southern Arizona’s history.
By Annie Lopez
Charouleau … That name has always intrigued me …. Anna Charouleau was a “Globe-trotting
benefactress” who loved to help children and the sick and who traveled around the world in 1948.
Anna Charouleau was the daughter of a pioneer Tucson landowner, but people say she made her
own money as the proprietress of a downtown bordello “Number 23 House” in what was then
known as Gay Alley.
Anna, a 5-foot, 3-inch, 112 pound madam, had a heart of gold. Anna did not assume ownership
of Number 12 House until after the death of her parents. She was sent to Pasadena, California, for
her education by her parents. She worked for a library and a private investigator from 1928 to
1931. She traveled to Mexico a few times to visit relatives and also lived in San Francisco. Born
December 23, 1883, Anna’s life was not without controversy. Returning to Tucson in 1930 she took
an interest in promoting boxing, organizing bouts and entering into a contract with a talented black
fighter, Johnny “Jack” Williams, who was sent by his brother to Anna to get him out of trouble.
Anna was particularly interested in helping firefighters stage holiday parties for hospitalized
children. One firefighter remembered the 89-year-old for her largess. When she found out what
Continued on Page 9
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each of the kids wanted, she would fly in her plane to the West Coast and load the plane with gifts.
Much of her work was centered on managing her parents’ landholdings including the brothel
operated by her great-aunt Anna Charouleau Woffenden. If Anna was a madam it was from the
ladies of the red-light district that she learned about civil responsibility.
Colorin . . . . Colorado. El cuento acabado!

In Memorium
Lorena Acedo, wife of Descendientes member Mike Acedo, died on October 8. She was born on
November 22, 1943 and is remembered by her family for her love of family. Her life was summed up in
the remembrance program by her husband, two daughters and two sons: “The giving of life to another
is not the end. But the beginning of being a mother. The living of life for another is not a chore. But the
delight of being a mother. The receiving of life from another is not the reason but the reward of being a
mother. The giving, the living, the receiving of life is but the love of a mother.”
Descendientes members Miguel Avalos Died July 7 at the age of 81. He was born in Shafter, Texas,
and moved with his family to Sonora, Arizona and lived most of his life in Tucson. Avalos was known for
his artistic talent and love of music.
Lorraine Brichta Aguilar died July 18, 2018. She was born on November 9, 1932 and was a longtime
member of Los Descendientes and descendant of a pioneer family. Mrs. Aguilar, a graduate of Tucson
High School, was the great-granddaughter of Augustus Brichta, Tucson’s first teacher in 1869. She was
active in the education community, serving on the Miles and Sam Hughes PTA’s; as a volunteer at
Mansfeld Junior High, Rincon High and Tucson High, served as a representative on the TUSD
desegregation program and was an early board member of the Educational Enrichment Foundation.
Other organizations she served on include La Leche League, Miles Neighborhood Association, Meals on
Wheels of Tucson, St. Elizabeth of Hungary board, and was a founding board member and treasurer of
the Tucson High Badger Foundation. Her community leadership led to her induction in the Tucson High
Badger Hall of Fame. In 1989 she served as board president of the Family Counseling Agency. She also
was active in El Nacimiento of Tucson, opening her home so people could view her many nativity scenes.
Josefina P. Garcia was born on April 15, 1932
,and died September 13, 2018. Mrs. Garcia was
the mother of longtime Descendientes member
and community leader Rosie Garcia.
Doña Joana Diamos died August 31, 2018. A
native Arizonan, she was born December 12,
1928, to Greek immigrant parents, Eipinike and
Daved George Diamos, and reared in Douglas,
Arizona. Known for many years as Jo Ann, and
Jenny to family and friends, she came to prefer
the name on her birth certificate, Joana, written
in her father’s handwriting. A successful and
accomplished woman, Doña Joana’s legacy
includes being the first woman to be appointed
to the Federal Public Defender’s Office; first
woman in Arizona appointed by Governor
Doña Joana Diamos with the Lifetime
Ernest McFarland to the Commission on
Achievement Award from the UA’s James E.
Uniform State Laws and the second woman
Rogers College of Law. Photo by Patricia Benton
appointed U.S. Attorney for the District of
Continued on Page 10
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Arizona. In October 2015 she received the Lifetime Achievement Award from the University of Arizona
James E. Rogers College of Law. She was one of nine alumni selected by faculty to be honored for a
distinguished and exemplary career in the practice of law, public service or higher education and for
contribution to the legal profession, support for public causes and law reform, and commitment to the
pursuit of justice. The honor cited her career in criminal law and public service. Doña Joana obtained her
bachelor of arts degree from Stanford University before enrolling at the U of A and
graduating in 1953. She was also appointed to the Arizona Commission on Neighborhood Preservation
and Investment by Governor Jane Hull.
Tucson owes one of its Downtown treasures, the Fox Tucson Theatre, to the Diamos family. It was
built by her father, Daved George Diamos, and his brothers, and opened amid great fanfare on April, 11,
1930, as an entertainment venue.
Doña Joana helped found two important programs serving people with addictions and mental illness:
CODAC Behavioral Health Services and the Southern Arizona Mental Health Center. In 1964 she was
honored as Woman of the year by the Arizona Daily Star. The honor noted her fluency in Greek and
Spanish and ended by saying “Diamos has worked tirelessly to ensure equal opportunity and quality of
life for all members of society.” In 1951 she was honored by the Greek community as the Daughters of
Penelope Woman of the Year. She was part of the successful effort to desegregate Kappa Beta Pi legal
sorority. Her many local civic contributions included serving as Chairman of the Tucson-Pima County
Historical commission; she helped restore the El Con water tower and reopen the Temple of Music and
Art. The tax-free bond funding for the Santa Cruz River Walk and Park resulted from her serving on
downtown development groups – helping found the Downtown Advisory Committee, Industrial
Development Authority and Downtown Development Corporation. A graduate of Tucson High School,
she was active in organizing reunions of the class of 1946, serving as the group’s treasurer and was
named to the THS Hall of Fame in 1996. More on Joana Daved Diamos’ life can be found at www.badger
foundation.org.
Her list of accomplishment is long and include being selected as a Doña in 2002. She worked tirelessly
and meticulously as treasurer of Las Doñas, supporting their Meriendas over the years. Her knowledge
of Tucson’s and of Los Descendientes’ history proved invaluable and she loved to share her knowledge.
Daniel Gabriel Joaquin died on September 28. Born in Covered Wells on the Tohono O’odham
Reservation, on January 29, 1943, he was a member of the Joaquin Brothers waila band formed by his
brother Angelo Joaquin Sr. in 1957 in Los Angeles. The many venues the band played in included
throughout Tucson and Arizona; Toronto, Canada; and New York City’s Carnegie Hall in 1992. His button
accordion is displayed in the Musical Instrument Museum in Phoenix. In Septerber 2016, Arizona Star
columinist Neto Portillo Jr. wrote about Joaquin’s life. In his story he called Joaquin a rock star. Not
because Joaquin was known worldwide in music , no, as Portillo wrote, “But, simply put, Joaquin is an
authentic musical astro, a cultural treasure, an ambassador of the Tohono O’odham and their joyful
music.” Joaquin, a mostly self-taught musician, played at least six instruments. The first, the
saxophone, he learned while at a Phoenix-area boarding school. He was in the school when his older
brother formed the band and joined after he left the school and his brother was back in Arizona.
Despite the band’s popularity and expertise, the group made but one record, “The Joaquin Brothers –
Play Polkas & Chotis.” In 2017 Joaquin and his wife, Pat, published a small biography of his life titled
“The Joaquin Brothers: In my Own Words, From Covered Wells to Carnegie Hall.” Read more about
Joaquin and the Joaquin Brothers waila band at http://tucson.com.
Descendientes member William “Bill” Mayorena Jr. died June 20.He was 81. Maytorena was a social
worker at El Rio Community Health Center and The Children’s Clinic for Rehab Services. He was known
for his compassion, kindness and love for everyone.
Continued on Page 11
10

Continued from Page 10
Harry “Kelley” Rollings died October 24. Rollings was born at the Stork’s Nest Downtown on January
12, 1927. Rollings was a strong supporter of Tucson’s history and local architecture. Among his many
preservation achievements were the 19th-century adobe buildings in Barrio Viejo that he bought and are
now listed on the National Register of Historical Places. One building is the Cushing Street Bar &
Restaurant. According to his obituary in the Arizona Daily Star, it was originally a dry goods store built on
a street named after Lt. Howard B. Cushing who was killed by the Chiricahua Apaches during an 1871
Arizona Territory campaign. In 1971, he and his wife Sally were part of the opposition to the Butterfield
Expressway through Downtown. This occurred while he was the Democratic candidate for mayor.
Rollings ended up buying two buildings in the road’s path to make a stand against further demolition.
His preservation efforts were cited by Americana Magazine in 1979, praising him as a person who
“possesses precisely the quality that the thinkers behind urban renewal lacked; an architect’s eye for the
possible, the ability to see the beauty that lies hidden in an old city.” In 2005 he received the Arizona
Governor’s Heritage Award for lifetime achievement for his work preserving historic adobe buildings.
Michael Weber died December 6 in San Antonio, Texas, where he had moved from Guadalajara,
Mexico. Dr. Weber was a former director and executive director of the Arizona Historical Society from
1982 to 1996. (It is now called the Arizona History Museum, at 949 E. Second St.) He previously worked
at the History Museum in Santa Fe, New Mexico. During Weber’s tenure in Tucson he oversaw "El
Encuentro, Five Centuries of Change 1492-1992," during the Colombian Expo Centennial Year.
According to Les Roe, the museum’s Southern Division Director, “It was the biggest thing we’ve done,
borrowing from Spain and Mexico Museums,” and bringing the artifacts to Tucson. Weber also
inaugurated the Waila Festival Street Party in front of the Museum, celebrating the Tohono O’odham
culture. Laraine Daly Jones, museum collections manager now retired, said his focus on Hispanic cultural
heritage helped AHS become more closely aligned to the Tucson and Southern Arizona Hispanic
community. Weber was instrumental in Los Descendientes’ effort to restore the Presidio Bell, also
known as the Guadalupe Bell, providing valuable information on its history. In 1988, Weber and the
Society showcased the bell and two other historic bells during its “St. Augustine Cathedral: Its Treasures
and Traditions” exhibit. The restored Guadalupe Presidio Bell now is housed at the Cathedral.

Los Descendientes del Presidio de Tucsón
We are a nonprofit, charitable, cultural and educational
organization founded to preserve the unique cultural
influences derived from the Spanish and Mexican periods as
well as the Native American and early pioneer eras.
The Pimería Alta region was defined by Jesuit priest Padre
Eusebio Francisco Kino to include what today is known as
most of Pima, Cochise and Santa Cruz counties in Arizona, and
the state of Sonora, Mexico. We sponsor historic
commemorations, documents, collect oral histories,
encourage and support local historic preservation efforts, and
seek to enhance local knowledge of the richness and diversity
of Tucson’s history.
Membership is open to all interested persons who wish to participate in furthering our goals. Dues
are: individuals -- $40, couples -- $55, and family -- $65. Membership cycle coincides with Arizona
Statehood Day, February 14. Our new website is www.Descendientes.org, our email address is
LosDescendientes@aol.com. A membership form is included on the mailing page of this newsletter.
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