SPECIAL MEETING

August 12, 2024
Aurora, MN
A Special Meeting of the Town of White Board of Supervisors was called to order by Vice Chairman Edward Kippley on Monday, August 12, 2024 at 7:30 A.M. at the City/Town Government Center:
ROLL CALL:
             Present:  
Supervisors - Anttila, Kippley; Clerk-Knaus; Deputy Treasurer-Forsline; 
             Absent:
Supervisor Skelton
The Board reviewed Resolution 2024-019 prepared by Attorney, Michael Couri along with the Ballot Question 1 to be placed on the November 5, 2024 General Election ballot for Township citizens to vote.  If approved by voters, this would change the terms of elected Township Officers from three-year terms to four-year terms which would eliminate having an election every year creating a substantial financial savings to the Township.  Elections would then take place every other year – in even years.  Resolution 2024-019 follows:
WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. § 205.075 provides towns the option to designate the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November of either the even-numbered or the odd-numbered years as the date of the Town general election; and

WHEREAS, the Town of White general election is currently held on the first Tuesday after the first Monday every November; and 
WHEREAS, the Town Board believes that moving the Town general election to the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November in even-numbered years will save the Town a significant amount of money every other year, ease the burden on Town election judges and on the Town Clerk, and result in greater participation in Town elections by the Town’s residents; and  

WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. § 205.075 allows the Town Board to designate the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November in even-numbered years as the date for the Town’s general election; and

WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. § 205.075 requires that before changing the date of the Township general election, the question of whether the general election shall be held only on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November in even-numbered years must first be put on the ballot and shall not be effective until approved by an affirmative vote of the electors at the next town general election; and 

WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. § 205.075 requires that the resolution or ordinance changing the date of the Town general election must include a plan to shorten or lengthen the terms of office to provide an orderly transition to the November election schedule and requires that Town supervisors elected at a November Town general election shall serve four-year terms; 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the town board of Town of White, St.  Louis County, Minnesota does hereby designate the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November of even-numbered years as the date of the town general election; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the designation shall not affect the currently scheduled supervisor election for November 5, 2024 but shall take effect for all Township elected officials with the 2026 town election thereby eliminating the November, 2025 election, provided the electors vote to authorize the designation at the next town election on November 5, 2024; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the following plan shall be used to provide an orderly transition to the November election schedule by lengthening the terms of office:

1. The supervisor position that expires on December 31, 2025 shall be designated “Supervisor position A” and shall be extended to expire December 31, 2026, with Supervisor position A up for election in the November, 2026 election, and that the term of office shall be a four year term, with the winner of the 2026 election serving in that position until the first business day in January of 2031;

2. The supervisor position that expires on December 31, 2026 shall be designated “Supervisor position B” and shall be up for election in November of 2026, and that the term of office shall be a four year term, with the winner of the 2026 election serving in that position until the first business day in January of 2031; 

3. The supervisor position that expires on December 31, 2027 shall be designated “Supervisor position C” and shall be extended to expire on December 31, 2028, with Supervisor position C up for election in the November, 2028 election, and that the term of office shall be a four year term, with the winner of the 2028 election serving in that position until the first business day in January, 2033; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that officers elected after the effective date of this resolution and approval of the town electors shall be elected for four year terms as provided in Minn. Stat. § 367.03, subd. 4; and

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that the clerk is hereby authorized and directed to prepare the ballot question and take such other actions as may be needed to submit the question of adopting the November election date to the electors for a vote at the next town election, including notifying the St. Louis County Auditor no later than August 13, 2024 that this question shall be on the November 5, 2024 ballot.

IT WAS MOVED BY KIPPLEY, SUPPORTED BY ANTTILA APPROVING 2024-019 DESIGNATING THE FIRST TUESDAY AFTER THE FIRST MONDAY IN NOVEMBER IN EVEN-NUMBERED YEARS AS THE TOWN GENERAL ELECTION DATE.  MOTION CARRIED  

IT WAS MOVED BY KIPPLEY, SUPPORTED BY ANTTILA APPROVING BALLOT LANGUAGE FOR MOVING TOWN GENERAL ELECTION TO NOVEMBER IN EVEN-NUMBERED YEARS AS  TOWN QUESTION 1 SHALL THE FIRST TUESDAY AFTER THE FIRST MONDAY IN NOVEMBER IN EVEN-NUMBERED YEARS BE DESIGNATED AS THE DATE OF THE WHITE TOWNSHIP GENERAL ELECTION?  MOTION CARRIED
IT WAS MOVED BY KIPPLEY, SUPPORTED BY ANTTILA TO ADJOURN THE MEETING AT 7:35 A.M.  MOTION CARRIED
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
 
 
APPROVED: 

______________________________________                 ____________________________________ 

Jodi L. Knaus, Clerk 
 
 
 
                          Edward Kippley, Vice Chairman 
