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New Beginnings
By Greg Emerson
The Washington Trail Editor
First off, I need to apologize for the lack of recent editions. I had a data crash
that resulted in the loss of all submittals, so there was no Winter 2017 issue.
Fortunately, I had all the base templates stored in an external drive, which
prevented their loss as well. Lessons were learned that (hopefully) will
prevent a recurrence.
There was no Spring issue, as there was an almost total lack of submissions.
Instead of publishing an issue with only a couple of pages, as the Editor I
decided to scrub the issue. I communicated with my Editorial Review Board
and they have recommended in the future to publish what I have. This isn’t
my project by itself, so I will comply with their advice.
Recently, I have been re-reading a favorite book, “The Traveler’s Gift” by
Andy Andrews. In this book seven decision are shared by the author that
change a person’s life if they choose to adopt them. The third decision is the
Active Decision, “I am a person of action.”
Our Patriot ancestors understood this concept. They took an active role in
their communities and made the courageous choice to stand for what was
right and fight for the rights and liberties we enjoy today.

See Continuation on Page 7
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The Washington Trail

Alexander Hamilton
Tacoma/Fife, WA
Meets: Third Saturday, September to June, at Johnny’s
at Fife

Cascade Centennial
East Side of Lake Washington
Meets: First Saturday, September to June at the Red Lion
in Bellevue, WA

Fort Vancouver
Southwestern Washington counties.
Meets: Third Saturday of each month, Mill Creek Pub &
Grill in Battle Ground, WA

George Washington
Skagit and Whatcom counties.
Meets: Third Saturday at the Farmhouse Restaurant,
Mount Vernon, WA

John Paul Jones

Registrar

Your chapter news
can appear in The
Washington Trail.
Email your draft
prior to the deadline
posted on the lower
right. Please identify
all individuals
appearing in your
photos. Space is
limited; therefore the
Editor reserves the
right to edit all
submissions.

WASHINGTON SAR Chapters

Doug Nelson
Doug1280@comcast.net

Kitsap Peninsula
Meets: Fourth Saturday of each month, except July,
August and December at Ambrosia Catering

Mid-Columbia
South Central Washington.
Meets: Third Saturday of each month at various locations.

Seattle
Greater Seattle area
Meets: Second Saturday, September to May (excluding
December) at Robb’s 125th Street Grill on Aurora AVE

Spokane #1
Greater Spokane area
Meets: 2nd Saturday except July and August, at the
Timber Creek Grill Buffett
See reports on Page 3, for the happenings for
each chapter

The Washington Trail
Published quarterly, for the pleasure of members of the Washington State Society of the
Sons of the American Revolution and for documenting the activities of each chapter.
Please submit content and photos electronically to: emersongregoryd@gmail.com.
Photos should be in JPEG format. If you don’t have a computer, content and photos can
be mailed to:
Greg Emerson
17602 SE 186th Way
Renton, WA 98058
Next Submission Deadline: September 15, 2018
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Washington SAR Chapter Trails
Alexander Hamilton
2018-chapter officers:
❖ President - Dr. Keith Weissinger
❖ Vice President - Viren Lemmer
❖ Secretary - Brandt Gibson
❖ Treasurer / Registrar - Rodger Dent
❖ Chaplain - Michael England
❖ Historian - Dr. John Knight
No report received. If you want to learn more about the activities of the Alexander Hamilton Chapter, contact
Chapter Secretary: Brandt Gibson.

Captain John Paul Jones
2018-chapter officers:
❖ President - Conrad Plyler
❖ Vice President - David Blevins
❖ Secretary - Al Pinkham
❖ Treasurer - David Irons
❖ Registrar - Eugene Tenney
❖ Historian - Open
❖ Chaplain - Noah Chase
It’s been a quiet season at John Paul Jones, this Summer. We don’t hold meetings in June, July or August. Our
activities have consisted mostly in the Bremerton Armed Forces Day Parade in May, the upcoming Bainbridge
Island Fourth of July Parade and the West Seattle Grand Parade in late July. August brings the Northwest Colonial
Life Festival in Sequim for four days of demonstration booth and Hay Bale Theater. Our Educational Team visited
Brownsville Elementary School on June 8th with four
presentations on Living History and will participate in
the Kitsap School District Summer Institute, informing
teachers of our programs and resources.
We awarded four JROTC Bronze Medals and both the
Bronze Outstanding Cadet and Silver Outstanding Cadet
Medals to the winner of the Chapter and State JROTC
Enhanced Program Essay Competition, Cadet Dakota
Manley of Port Angeles High School.
We look forward to inducting six new members, in
September!
If you want to learn more about the activities of the
Captain John Paul Jones Chapter, contact Chapter
Secretary: Al Pinkham.
The Washington Trail

Chapter President Conrad Plyler and Cadet Dakota Manley
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Cascade Centennial
2018-chapter officers:
❖ President - Clark Summers
❖ Vice President - Edwin Dierdorff, Jr.
❖ Secretary (Acting) - Bob Doughty
❖ Treasurer - Mel Mocabee
❖ Registrar - Robert Sexton
❖ Chaplain - Kevin Summers
No report received. If you want to learn more about the activities of the Cascade Centennial Chapter, contact
Chapter Secretary: Bob Doughty.

Fort Vancouver
2018-chapter officers:
❖ President - Jeff Lightburn
❖ Vice President - Paul Ocker
❖ Secretary - Greg Henderson
❖ Treasurer - Vaughn Henderson
❖ Registrar - George Vernon
❖ Chaplain - Rotating
❖ Historian - Vacant
No report received. If you want to learn more about the activities of the Ft. Vancouver Chapter, contact Chapter
Secretary: Greg Henderson.

George Washington
2018-chapter officers:
❖ President - Dale Harshman
❖ Vice President- Albert Perk Bingham
❖ Secretary - Russell Patrick Oliver
❖ Treasurer - Russell Thomas Oliver
❖ Registrar (Acting) - Michael Moore
❖ Historian - Mike Hutchins
❖ Chaplain - David Stockton
No report received. If you want to learn more about the activities of the George Washington Chapter, contact:
Chapter Secretary: Russell Patrick Oliver.

Mid-Columbia
2018-chapter officers:
❖ President - Barry Moravek
❖ Vice President - Kelly Schultz
The Washington Trail
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Secretary / Historian - Larry Flint
Treasurer - John Tipton
Registrar - Brian Smith
Chaplain - Conn Clark

On March 24th, compatriots Lawrence Clay, Kelly
Schultz and Larry Flint attended March 24 Eagle Scout
Awards Meeting in Pasco. Lawrence Clay, who is our
BSA & GSA Coordinator, spoke to the scouts about
the SAR Eagle Scout Essay Contest. Most of the rest
of the meeting was dedicated to the giving out of many
scouting awards and merit badges. Elijah Saba, one of
scouting awards and merit badges. Elijah Saba, one of
our Knight Essay contestants was there along with his
father and brother, Levi.
Compatriot Kelly talks about his Patriot Ancestor
On that same day, the Yakima area JROTC held their
awards Banquet. East Valley HS JROTC Cadet
Jonathan Lorenzo-Coronado and West Valley HS JROTC Cadet Kyle Black received our Medals and Certificates
from our ROTC Coordinator, John Tipton.

Compatriot Larry Flint attended the homecoming of Air Force veteran A1C Nathan Andrews at the Pasco Airport
on April 11. This event was put on by Operation Thank You, a local group whose mission is to ensure that all
military personnel and their families, past and present, are treated with the utmost respect, and to enlighten the
community as to the needs of our military and their dependents.
Our April 21st meeting was held at the West Richland Moose Lodge. Compatriots Reid Follansbee & Jack Baskin
were sworn in as new members. Lawrence Clay introduced the McGuire family. Sean McGuire was the State
runner up in the Eagle Scout Essay Contest as well as the Knight Essay Contest. He read his Eagle Scout Essay:
“The Maryland 400: A Tale of Sacrifice”. He also read his Knight Essay: “Colonial America”. One of the
survivors of the First Maryland Regiment, 4th Company was Pvt. Thomas McGuire, the 5th great grandfather of
Sean McGuire. Had the Maryland 400 not made their sacrifice, there may not have been a United States of
America. Had Pvt. Thomas McGuire not survived the battle, the McGuire family of today would not be here.
Lawrence Clay presented Sean with a certificate and two SAR patches. Barry also presented Sean with a Certificate
of Appreciation for reading his essays.
The Washington State SAR Membership Meeting was held at the Red Lion Hotel, Columbia Center on April 27-28.
As the Mid-Columbia Chapter was hosts for this event, this was a big deal for us. It was a great chance to meet or
get reacquainted with SAR members from across the state. Both Stan and Kelly gave presentations during breakout
sessions. We had 101 total people in attendance, 55 SAR members from all eight State Chapters plus Oregon and
Alaska, at least 10 DAR members and lots of spouses and family members.
Compatriots Kelly Schultz, Brian Smith, Richard and Larry Flint attended the “Lineage Societies Information Day”
in Kennewick. This was a new event, organized by Karen Schultz. It was open to all Lineage organizations and
was attended by both local chapters of the DAR, the SAR, the CAR, the Tri-cities Genealogical Society, Sons of the
Union Veterans and included an information table of the Mayflower Society.

The Washington Trail
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The Mid-Columbia Lineage Societies Information Day Information Table – Compatriots Kelly, Brian & Richard

Lastly, on April 1st Compatriots Kelly Schultz and Larry Flint attended the Naturalization Ceremony in Richland.
These are very productive times for the MCC!
If you want to learn more about the activities of the Mid-Columbia Chapter, contact Chapter
Secretary: Larry Flint.

Seattle
2018-chapter officers:
❖ President / Registrar - Neil Vernon
❖ 1st Vice President - Grant Rauzi
❖ 2nd Vice President / Veterans Coord. - Stefan Kovalenko
❖ Secretary - Craig M. Lawson
❖ Treasurer - Richard W Swymeler
❖ Historian - Allan R. Wenzel
❖ Chaplain - David Richardson
No report was received. If you want to learn more about the activities of the Seattle Chapter, contact Chapter
Secretary: Craig M. Lawson.

See Continuation on Page 29

The Washington Trail
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New Beginnings (Continued from Page 1)
Plans are also well underway for the National Congress that will be hosted in the Pacific Northwest for the first
time, in Seattle in 2021. This worthy endeavor has a continuing need for Compatriots to step forward and say to
yourself, “I am a person of action. How can I help make this historic event a success?”
Let’s all make the rest of 2018 a time of new beginnings for the Washington State Society SAR. As you read
through this issue ask yourself, “Where can I help my chapter?” It’s doesn’t have to be assuming an office, it can be
as simple as helping on a committee as a volunteer. Alternatively, it could be helping on an established state
committee by making a few phone calls, writing articles for the state newsletter, assisting with a Boy Scout Troop
as a merit badge counselor or helping to plan for a successful National Congress in 2021.
Several important articles are being reprinted in this issue, as there was a lack of submissions by many of the
chapters. We can each do our part. As we proceed deeper into this prosperous new year, I hope you will look for
opportunities to take an active role, to continue to help our state organization flourish and continue to grow.
Speaking of articles, The Washington Trail is YOUR newsletter. Just like the founders wrote the Federalist Papers
espousing the need for personal rights and liberties, as well as an organized government, Compatriots from around
the state are needed to contribute to this effort. I as the Editor need Compatriots to ask themselves, “How can I be a
person of action and contribute to this effort and make it a continuing success?”
I hope you enjoy this new beginning for our state newsletter!

The Washington Trail Masthead Credit
Masthead – Noun – The title of a newsletter or magazine, at the head or top of the front cover or Editorial page.

The Washington Trail is very
grateful for the generosity of
nationally known military artist
Don Troiani (pronounced TroyAnni), for giving us permission
to use his artwork in our
newsletter Masthead.
Don is a traditional academic
realist painter, well known for
his extremely accurate historical
and military paintings, mostly of
the Civil War and American
Concord Bridge – 1775 by Don Troiani
Revolution. He was born in New
York City in 1949 and studied at the Pennsylvania Academy of Fine Arts and New York City's Art Students
League between 1967 and 1971. He has served as a consultant on early American military uniforms and
equipment, as well as a historical advisor for the A&E Network mini-series, “The American Revolution.”
His critically acclaimed "Concord Bridge - 1775” graces the cover of the Spring issue, with the words “We The
People” from the Preamble of the U.S. Constitution. Learn more about this painting by visiting Don’s website
(http://www.dontroiani.com/), to learn more about his work and to find dealers in the Pacific Northwest.

The Washington Trail
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President’s Message
Anthony Abbott, Washington State Society President
Compatriots,
I am writing on behalf of the Sons of the American Revolution, National Congress
Planning Committee to request a donation. Our state society is hosting the 2021
National Congress bringing 700, or more, SAR members from throughout the United
States and Europe to the greater Seattle area. It’s a great opportunity for us.
The WASHINGTON SAR 2021 FUND is established for funding host society
expenditures including a host society reception, gifts to the President General and his
lady, challenge coins depicting the Pacific Northwest and more. It’s a great
opportunity to show our fellow compatriots how beautiful our state is; however, we
can’t do it without your support. We anticipate needing about $80,000. The various
levels of giving to the Washington SAR 2021 Fund are:
❖ Eagles ($25,000 and up)
❖ Founders ($10,000 – 24,999)
❖ Patriots ($5,000 – 9,999)
❖ Continentals ($2,500 – 4,999)
❖ Minutemen ($1,000 – 2,499)
❖ Sons of Liberty ($500 – 999)
❖ Burgesses ($250 – 499)
❖ Frontiersmen ($100 – 249)
❖ Colonists (Up to $99)

Washington Society SAR
President Anthony Abbott

The WASHINGTON SAR 2021 FUND has been established by the Board of Directors of the Washington Society.
Our Society is a tax exempt not for profit organization in accordance with Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue
Service Code. Contributions to this fund qualify as a tax exemption for the donor. A tax-deductible receipt for your
donation will be mailed to you upon request.
We greatly appreciate your gift donation! Your gift contribution can be made payable to: "WA SAR" and note on
the check “2021 Donation.” Please mail your donation to us at:
G. Thomas Clark
Treasurer, Washington SAR
2002 W. Hamilton Rd
Deer Park, WA 99006
Patriotically yours,

Anthony O. Abbott
President, Washington State Society
Sons of the American Revolution
The Washington Trail
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From Spring Leadership
Compatriot Gregory D. Lucas, Pacific District VPG and NSSAR Inspector General
In an organization like ours, there are so many moving parts that keeping track of them all is an organizational
conundrum. While this report will attempt to identify several key decisions and events, it is admittedly anything but
comprehensive. Therefore, I heartily welcome those who may have additional insights or information to report.
Leadership: The Constitutional education initiative is moving forward at the pace of a locomotive. Compatriots
Richard Calkins and Craig Rhyne completed a workbook to be used in Beta-testing, with as many as five
educational districts participating in the Beta tests. The Trustees approved $7,000 in funding to publish the Beta
version of the workbook. The reading comprehension level is currently a sophomore level and may be adjusted
based on the outcome of the Beta test. We can all be proud that our organization is taking a national lead in
educating our children on the US Constitution.
Officer Training: The Officer Training program is gaining a solid positive reputation among our members. The
program started at the Fall 2017 Leadership session, with the second course offered during Spring Leadership. We
are learning that the way to eat an elephant is one bite at a time.
NSSAR Website: The Solid Light contract expired on February 14, 2018. The IT Committee will be submitting
new RFPs to maintain the existing website, and to develop or revise the NSSAR website, with discrete modules
being designed for the member database, the NSSAR store, and the various tabs and items contained in the existing
website. The IT Committee will be integrating recommendations from the recent IT audit before sending out the
new RFP. Those with ideas they would like to see integrate into the new website should contact the NSSAR IT
Committee so that your ideas may be considered in designing the RFPs.

SAR Mission
The purposes of the Sons of the American Revolution are patriotic, historical, educational and
include those intended or designed:
1. To perpetuate the memory of the men who, by their services or sacrifices during the war of the American Revolution, achieved
the independence of the American people;
2. To unite and promote fellowship among their descendants;
3. To inspire them and the community at large with a more profound reverence for the principles of the government founded by
our forefathers;
4. To encourage historical research in relation to the American Revolution;
5. To acquire and preserve the records of the individual services of the patriots of the war, as well as documents, relics and
landmarks;
6. To mark the scenes of the American Revolution by appropriate memorials;
7. To celebrate the anniversaries of the prominent events of the war and of the Revolutionary period;
8. To foster true patriotism;
9. To maintain and extend the institutions of American freedom; and
10. To carry out the purposes expressed in the preamble to the Constitution of our country and the injunctions of Washington in
his farewell address to the American people.
The Washington Trail
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Citizens Flag Alliance: The Trustees voted to renew our endorsement of the Citizens Flag Alliance, to adopt an
amendment to the US Constitution to protect our national symbol from disrespectful treatment and abuse. The
Supreme Court rulings of 1989 and 1990 leave only one way to protect our flag – a Constitutional Amendment.
The Citizens Flag Alliance is working to bring such an amendment to fruition.
Auditor’s Report: NSSAR’s auditors completed a comprehensive audit of NSSAR’s books and records. We
received the best possible opinion from the auditors. The only noted deficiencies were classed as “control
deficiencies”, referring to minor issues already addressed by management.
Museum School: The Trustees approved in concept the leasing of the first floor of the planned museum to serve as
a museum school. Revenues could be as much as $100,000 per school year. We are waiting to receive a final
decision from the School Board.
2nd Floor Buildout: The Trustees approved the construction of four offices on the second floor of the Headquarters
Building, to accommodate increased demands by a larger genealogical staff.
Mike and Cilla Tomme Youth Awards Fund: Former PG Mike Tomme announced and the Trustees approved, a
new Michael and Priscilla Tomme fund to support NSSAR’s youth awards programs. The fund will be managed by
NSSAR, and not by the SAR Foundation.

The Washington Trail
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Crown Castle Marketing Agreement: Our own Pacific District ExCom member, Jim Lindley, was authorized to
proceed with negotiations with Crown Castle to install a cell tower atop the Headquarters Building. The cell tower
will produce additional monthly revenue for NSSAR during the term of the Agreement.
Tom and Betty Lawrence American History Teacher of the Year Award: The Tom and Betty Lawrence
American History Teacher of the Year Award is being enormously expanded, to offer three annual awards of up to
$5,000 in total award benefits to a High School History teacher, a Middle School History teacher, and an elementary
school teacher. Tom and Betty Lawrence will contribute $15,000 per year to the Fund during their lifetimes, and
the Fund will be managed by NSSAR.
Editor’s Note: The Washington State Society has submitted its first nominee for this award!
Veterans Recognition Committee: For those desiring to be recognized as members of the Veterans Corps, it will
no longer be required to submit DD-214s to the National Committee. It is still required that each State examine a
member’s DD-214 and confirm that all information contained on a member’s application is true and correct and
complete.
Spring Leadership 2018 was an incredible success. Much was accomplished, and a good time was had by all. For
those desiring to participate in Congress or Leadership sessions, I heartily encourage your participation. Those who
attend year and year will confirm that it is well worth the time and expense.
I wish you all a pleasant, green St. Patrick’s Day and spring!
Respectfully submitted,
/s/
Gregory D. Lucas
Pacific District VPG; and
NSSAR Inspector General

A rare copy of the Declaration of Independence survived the Civil War and was hidden
behind wallpaper?
Check out this article at:
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/retropolis/wp/2018/02/19/a-rare-copy-of-the-declaration-of-independencesurvived-the-civil-war-hidden-behind-wallpaper-later-it-was-tossed-in-a-box/?utm_term=.009f18330208

The Washington Trail
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What is the National SAR Congress?
By Compatriot Doug Nelson, Alternate National Trustee
It is the main event of the year for us
occurring annually in July and hosted by
an SAR State Society. It’s a time when we
celebrate the accomplishments of the
Chapters, State Societies and National
Committees. It’s a time when we honor
remarkable individuals within the
membership as well as the public for their
outstanding efforts and work. It’s a time
when we recognize, honor and reward
educational contest national winners and
where the Rumbaugh oration contest
competitors compete live for first place.
It’s busy and rewarding with an
opportunity to connect with old friends,
meet new friends and tend to the business
of our society.

2017 NSSAR Congress held in Knoxville, Tennessee

Attending Congress is one of the most
meaningful and rewarding experiences you can have as a member. It’s a fabulous way to learn about how our
national society works. The week-long congress consists of business sessions, committee meetings, social functions,
and is topped off with formal evening banquets and tours of the hosting city. You can attend committee meetings,
become a committee member and participate. You can attend trustee meetings and listen to the business side of our
organization, motions to move our society forward and watch our Trustee and Vice President General vote on issues
representing us. You can see what other state societies and chapters are doing. All SAR members are welcome to
attend, and all attendees will gain a better understanding of our society on a national level. You will meet our
national leaders and members like yourself from all over the country and from international societies.
The inspiration you gain by hearing what other chapters in our organization are doing will revive your sense of why
you joined the SAR in the first place. You will return with fresh ideas of how to serve your community. The display
of patriotism will create an urge within you to be a better citizen. You will feel more connected to our national
organization. You will realize our national officers are also chapter members just like us. It will stir you to get
involved in the goals of our noble society!
You will learn the SAR is a more viable organization than many of us realize. You will have an opportunity to meet
our President General and other elected leaders of our organization. We encourage you to attend one or more of the
following national congresses and then help us make the 2021 congress in Seattle to be highly successful. You will
not feel alone because the state society delegates will mentor you.
Where are upcoming Congresses being held?
❖ 2018 - Houston, Texas.
❖ 2019 - Orange County/Costa Mesa, California.
❖ 2020 - Richmond, Virginia.
❖ 2021 - Seattle, Washington *** That’s Just Four Short-Years Away ***

The Washington Trail

12

Washington State Society, Sons of the American
Revolution (Washington SAR)

Volume XXXVIII
Spring / Summer 2018 Issue

Chaplain’s Report
Compatriot Conrad Plyler, Washington State Society Chaplain
Since the 2017 Pacific District Meeting, several Compatriot deaths have been reported
❖ William B. Ailes
❖ Robert Charles Anderson
❖ Alston Mosher Daniels
❖ James Irvin Geer
❖ Albert B. Hall III
❖ Carrol Wayne Harris
❖ Darrell Ray Holt
❖ Richard Lee Barton Hutchens
❖ Donald Henry Wingerson
❖ Robert Dale Parrish
As appropriate, condolence cards were sent on behalf of the Washington SAR.

Where Will Tomorrow’s ‘Sons of Liberty’ Come From?
Reprinted from Summer 2017 SAR Magazine
"Freedom is never more than one-generation away from extinction. We didn’t
pass it to our children in the bloodstream.
It must be fought for, protected and handed on for them to do the same, or oneday we will spend our sunset years telling our children and our children’s
children what it was once like in the United States, where men were free."
President Ronald Reagan
By supporting the NSSAR programs and Center for Advancing America’s
Heritage, we are enhancing our ability to provide educational programs that
will pass on the values and principles of America’s founding to the next
generation of Americans … the generation that will produce tomorrow’s Sons
(and Daughters) of Liberty. Our efforts can and do make a difference. Your
support is vital to making our message heard. The SAR Foundation asks for
your continued support.
Checks may be made payable to the SAR Foundation and mailed to:
809 West Monroe Street
Louisville, KY 40202
Or you can donate online using your debit or credit card at: www.sarfoundation.org/donate.htm.
The SAR Foundation is recognized by the IRS as a 501c(3) non-profit organization. All donations are fully tax
deductible.
The Washington Trail
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Telling Our SAR Story
Compatriot Doug Nelson, John Paul Jones Chapter
Although we are recruiting a tremendous number of new Compatriots to our merry band of brothers, we can’t rest
on our laurels. You can help tell the SAR story and be a recruiter! Write articles for your local newspapers; tell
other groups we’ve been in Washington State since 1895 with years of service to our communities. Let them know
what we have done and continue to do. Here are but a few suggestions:
❖ Tell them about our education programs and about SAR in schools. Let them know about our elementary
school poster contest, essay contests for middle and high schools and our high school history teacher essay
contest. Tell them we also honor high school superior JROTC Cadets and exceptional Sea Cadets as well as
outstanding University ROTC cadets with awards and medals.
❖ Spread the word about how we have a scholarship program for Eagle Scouts and Summit Venturers, with a
first-place national prize of $10,000 for our essay contest. Don’t forget to tell that we have public service
medals to honor heroes and others with outstanding service in Law Enforcement, Fire Safety and Emergency
Medical Services.
❖ And, tell them about our enjoyable work with at Naturalization Ceremonies where our chapter color guards
often present colors, offer congratulations and welcome new citizens to our great country.
❖ Don’t forget to tell about our work with veterans in VA hospitals, homes and other facilities. Let them know
we participate in Wreaths Across America, laying a wreath on veterans’ graves to honor their service.
We are a volunteer organization and are proud of our many contributions within the communities we live in. Best
wishes in your endeavors to help us tell our wonderful SAR story.

Elevator Speeches
By Various Washington Society SAR Compatriots
An elevator speech is typically about 30-seconds, the time it takes people to ride from the top to the bottom of a
building in an elevator. The idea behind having an elevator speech is that you are prepared to share this information
with anyone, at any time, even in an elevator. Some Compatriots have shared their speeches:
❖ Conrad Plyler: You asked about the Sons of the American Revolution and I’m happy to tell you a little about
us. We are a men’s lineage society and we all can trace our ancestry back to an American patriot of the
Revolution, honoring our patriot grandfathers in this way and passing this information to our descendants.
We teach and promote the value of being an American citizen. We recognize outstanding young Americans,
and display patriotism in many activities. We would like the opportunity to work with you to discover your
American Patriot, so that you too may honor him and his sacrifice for liberty.
❖ Bob O’Neal: We are the Sons of the American Revolution. We are like the DAR, you know – except we are
the SAR. We trace our family back directly to patriot ancestors who fought in the Revolution. Our goal is to
bring History, Education and Patriotism to the community. We do that by living history presentations in the
schools – as in this picture [pulls wallet out]. We recognize outstanding young people with SAR awards,
medals and scholarships for scholastic achievement and leadership - in high schools, ROTC, Boy & Girl
Scouts, Sea Cadets. We have patriotic poster contests, essay and oration contests for middle and high
The Washington Trail
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schools. We also are available to speak to adult civic groups on our Nation’s founding and the
Revolutionary War. My card.
❖ Chuck Waid: Hi, my name is Chuck Waid and I am always looking for more cousins, especially if they
served in the Revolutionary War. I will help you document your lineage to any patriotic ancestor who fought
to give us our freedom and the right to live in this great country. Were your ancestors in America before
1780? Here is my card. Call or e-mail me, we might be related.
❖ Doug Nelson: Hi, I’m Doug Nelson with the Sons of the American Revolution. We are a male linage society.
Did you know you have 256 chances of finding a patriot grandfather who fought for America’s
Independence? We can help you find a patriot. Joining us will then honor your grandfather’s service and
you will pass on a proven linage to your decedents. We work to preserve America’s Heritage, to teach the
value of American citizenship and we sponsor educational contests on American History. Would you like to
come to one of our monthly meetings to learn more about what we do firsthand?
How would you in 30-seconds promote the SAR?

Bellevue Eagle Scout is State Scholarship Nominee
Reprinted from the Bellevue Reporter
On February 26, 2018, Eagle Scout Leland T. Sevier of Bellevue Boy
Scout Troop 600 was recognized by the Washington State Society of
the Sons of the American Revolution (SAR) as the state nominee for
the Arthur and Berdenna King Eagle Scout Scholarship competition
for 2017 – 18.
In December 2018, Leland was recognized as the Puget Sound area
winner by the Cascade Centennial Chapter, SAR’s local organization,
after competing with five other area scouts who have earned Boy
Scouting’s highest rank – that of Eagle Scout. January 2018, he
advanced to the state level where competed against five Eagle Scouts
from other parts of the state. He now moves onto the national level,
where he will compete for up to $10,000 of scholarship money to the
college of his choice.

Leland Sevier is presented Eagle Trophy for the
Arthur & Berdenna King Scholarship

The Washington Trail

SAR sponsors this national scholarship every year. To participate, an
Eagle Scout must not have reached 18 by December 31st of the year
they were awarded the rank; complete an application form about their
scouting experience; complete a four-generation family tree and write
a 500-word essay on a patriotic subject. Sevier, a direct descendant of
General John Sevier, who led Continental militia at the Battle of
King’s Mountain and was later the first Governor of the state of
Tennessee. His essay was titled, “John Sevier – Patriot and
Peacemaker” and was the clear winner of all the submissions.
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Sevier was presented a medal and cash award by Greg Emerson, SAR’s Puget
Sound Scouting Program Coordinator. Additionally, he received a pewter Eagle
statue and another cash award by Anthony Abbott, SAR’s Washington State
Society President.
SAR is a national lineage organization that encourages history, patriotism and
education. The organization is a strong promoter of youth programs that
includes scouting. “What makes this special,” said Greg Emerson, “Is the fact
that as a state society, Washington SAR is the newcomer and has participated in
this national scholarship for only the past few years.” He went on to explain, “In
that short time, we have seen interest explode around the Chief Seattle Council
region. Last year, the Washington state nominee placed fourth nationally – he
was from the eastern part of the state. It would be awesome if Leland was
Washington state’s first national winner.”

John Sevier – Patriot and Peacemaker
By Leland T. Sevier
General John Sevier, the eldest son of French Huguenot, Valentine Sevier and
Joanna Goad was born in Baltimore, Maryland, in 1740 and eventually made his
way to Virginia’s Shenandoah Valley. He is my seven-times Great-Grandfather and displaying resolute resilience
and forthright character, he rose from humble beginnings, to ascend in colonial America to political and military
greatness.
General John Sevier

From a young age John followed in his father’s footsteps, working as a tavern keeper, fur trader and other assorted
jobs until he opened his own tavern. After marrying Sarah Hawkins in 1761 and settling-down in Virginia as a
farmer, Sevier moved to the Watauga settlements in North Carolina’s colonial frontier and what is now part of
Tennessee. With the outbreak of the Revolutionary War in 1775, he became one of five magistrates of the Watauga
Association defending Fort Watauga from numerous Cherokee attacks. Cherokee relations had remained relatively
calm until the American Revolution, when the British
took advantage of growing tribal dissent and forged
alliances in 1776. Sevier convinced the Cherokee to
sell lands to the colonists that consist of modern-day
Tennessee.
An example of Sevier’s moral character occurred at
the Battle of Kings Mountain in 1780. He was a
Continental Army Colonel, leading his 240 men
against Major Patrick Ferguson’s army of Tory
Loyalists. To provide funds for his small militia he
commanded, Sevier had obtained a loan and used his
Continued Page 25

Map of the Battle of King's Mountain
The Washington Trail
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America’s Founding Documents
Teaching America’s Youth to Understand, Appreciate and Defend the Principles on Which Our
Nation Was Founded
AFD Co-Chairmen Compatriots Richard “Dick” Calkins & Craig Rhyne
Roughly two years-ago, Gregory Lucas, then the President
of the Cascade Centennial Chapter, challenged his officers
to take responsibility for creating and executing programs
that will have substantial impact on fulfilling SAR’s goals
in the community. Craig Rhyne, then the CCC Secretary
and Dick Calkins, then the CCC Historian, accepted the
challenge to restore effective education to the school
system regarding the principles enshrined in America’s
founding documents (AFD).
They began by identifying the key requirements for
success:
1. Create a curriculum that will be of professional
quality and as easy as possible for school systems to adopt.
2. Develop an implementation plan to get the curriculum established in as many schools as possible.
3. Create an organization with broad representation by SAR members from around the nation who have the
professional skills required to create the curriculum and secure its adoption nationwide.
Craig and Dick began by creating an AFD committee in Cascade
Centennial Chapter drawing on volunteers who had appropriate
teaching and organizational skills. While that committee was beginning
its operation, Craig and Dick were reaching out through the SAR to
find volunteers from around the nation. They discovered that Al Gibson
and Larry Stevens in Texas were thinking along the same lines and they
joined forces.

Cover of the AFD Student Workbook
The Washington Trail

As the committee was being formed, Craig Rhyne and Al Gibson met
with Mike Harner, Chief-of-Staff to Dr. Larry Arnn, President of
Hillsdale College and other educators at Hillsdale to see how we could
work together to educate youth about the Constitution and other
founding documents of America. This would give the committee a
strong beginning that led to the development of a prototype curriculum
for 8th Graders and High School students. Cascade Centennial
members (and teachers) Clark and Kevin Summers suggested a "turnkey" program (complete with quizzes, workbooks, final exam) that
would teach about the Declaration of Independence, the Articles of
Confederation, the Northwest Ordinance, and the U.S. Constitution
(including the Bill of Rights). Dr. Arnn and Mike Harner saw how the
Sons of the American Revolution had excellent rapport with schools
across the country and agreed to developing a 20-period draft of the
17
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curriculum based on the recommendations of the
Summers’. The draft from Hillsdale College was done in
August 2017.
Craig and Dick went to the 2017 SAR Fall Leadership
Meeting to present the AFD draft curriculum and plans to
the NSSAR Education Outreach Committee. The NSSAR
committee adopted the committee’s proposal to continue
developing the curriculum and a Subcommittee of the
NSSAR Education Committee was organized per the
recommendation of Brooks Lyles, Chairman of the
NSSAR Education Committee, who strongly supported the
AFD concept.
The AFD Subcommittee has grown to include SAR
Compatriots from many states.
❖ Tom Adams - NSSAR Education Committee,
CA SAR
❖ Mark Anthony - Historian, NSSAR Color Guard,
SC SAR
❖ Lane Douglas Brooks - President, DC SAR
❖ Richard O. Calkins - Co-Chairman AFD SubCommittee, WA SAR
❖ Mark Griswold - former Secretary, Cascade
Back Cover of the AFD Student Workbook
Centennial Chapter (CC) - WA SAR
❖ Al Gibson – NSSAR Education Committee, Co-chairman AFD Sub-Committee, TX SAR
❖ Jerald Gross - Middle School teacher - KS SAR
❖ Brooks Lyles - LTC(R), US Army, Chair NSSAR Education Committee - KSSSAR
❖ Dick Patten – Former-President, DC SAR
❖ Richard Paul - Maj. Gen-Retired, US Air Force, former Chaplain CC - WA SAR
❖ Craig Rhyne - AFD Sub-Committee Chairman, NSSAR Education Committee, former
Secretary, CC - WA SAR
❖ Clark Summers – Washington State Public School Teacher, President CC - WA SAR
❖ Kevin Summers - Middle School Teacher, Chaplain, CC - WA SAR
❖ Kevin Tierney - California Middle School Teacher, Recipient of the SAR American History Teacher Award
Following receipt of the Hillsdale curriculum, the AFD Subcommittee completed a prototype curriculum in the form
of Microsoft word files. This process went through continuous email reviews by numerous participants before being
ready to get approval of the final prototype by the NSSAR parent committee. That approval was obtained at the Fall
2017 SAR Leadership Meeting. Then came careful reviews by many members of the NSSAR Education
Committee who scrutinized the history and format.
As the prototype was being completed, negotiations were in process with several public and private middle schools
and several home schools to do Flight Tests of the prototype in regular classes. This would provide a

The Washington Trail
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Washington C.A.R. State President's Project
Nathan Steiner, Washington C.A.R. President (2018 - '19)

Remembering our Nations Hero’s

Societies, Members, Compatriots and friends, I need your assistance to honor the remaining members of the 'The
Greatest Generation' and help me to raise money to send a veteran to Washington D.C., writing Mail-Call letters for
the Servicemen and women to read on the trip and attending a Welcome Home Celebration as they return from
their trip.
Your donation helps to send WWII veterans to Washington D.C. to experience their memorial.
It costs approximately $1,000 to take one WWII veteran on an Honor Flight trip. Veterans do not pay for this trip –
we feel they have done quite enough. Every donation helps us achieve our goal of sending every single Western
Washington WWII veteran on this trip.
Puget Sound Honor Flight is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. That means that your donation is tax-deductible.
The Honor Flight Network is a non-profit organization created solely to honor America’s veterans for all them

Recent Honor Flight participants
The Washington Trail
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sacrifices. We transport our heroes to Washington, D.C.
to visit and reflect at their memorials. Top priority is
given to the senior veterans – World War II survivors,
along with those other veterans who may be terminally
ill.
HONOR FLIGHTS MISSION: To transport our heroes
on “One Last Mission” – a trip to Washington, D.C. to
visit and reflect at the memorials built in their honor.
This trip is free to the veteran and made possible solely
through individual donations and corporate support – NO
Federal funds are allocated to this program. With the
hard work and dedication of Honor Flight hubs
throughout the U.S., and their communities, over
100,000 veterans have made this cathartic journey.
Since America felt it was important to build a memorial
to honor the service and the ultimate sacrifice of her
veterans, the Puget Sound Honor Flight believes it is
equally important that they get to visit and experience
their memorial.
Donations to support the project may be sent to:
Washington State Society C.A.R.
PO Box 112
Southworth, WA 98386-0112
More ways for your Society to get involved1. Write Mail call letters - Thanking these serviceman & women. They will read the letters on the flights to
DC. Please mail letters directly to Puget Sound Honor Flight PO Box 434 Grapeview, WA 98546
2. Welcome Home Celebrations - Join State President Nathan Steiner and Princess Angeline Society C.A.R.
for an upcoming Welcome Home Celebration. Watch for more dates this year to celebrate! We encourage
you to join Puget Sound Honor Flight and our most deserving cast of WWII veterans, for a “Surprise
Welcome Home Celebrations” – sure to be full of pomp and circumstance.

A Lesser-Known Key Southern Battle Site Was Recently in the News …
Check out this article at:
https://thetandd.com/news/local/government-and-politics/eutaw-springs-revolutionary-war-battlefield-site-to-be-expandedmay/article_249c5d72-252a-5992-9d9c-df1b10cb2d2a.html
The Washington Trail
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Washington State Knight Essay Recipient Recognized
By Compatriot Jim Lindley, SAR National Knight Essay Committee Chairman
Earlier this year, Benjamin Crosby of Burlington, WA, a
homeschooled high school student, was recognized as the Washington
State Society winner for the George S. & Stella M. Knight Essay
Scholarship competition. Benjamin was sponsored by the George
Washington Chapter.

To Secure the Blessings of Liberty: The
Declaration of Independence, the Constitution &
Subsidiarity
By Benjamin Crosby
by Benjamin Crosby
Pope Pius XI wrote in his encyclical Quadragesimo Anno, “Just as it
is gravely wrong to take from individuals what they can accomplish
by their own initiative and industry and give it to the community, so
also it is an injustice and at the same time a grave evil and
disturbance of right order to assign to a greater and higher
association what lesser and subordinate organizations can do.”
Pope Pius places his finger on the crux of an ideal that was extremely
important to the founders of our country: the ideal of subsidiarity.

Benjamin Crosby presented his Washington State
Knight Essay Award by Jim Lindley

The Constitutional Convention
The Washington Trail
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Today, we will analyze this very principal. First, we will come to an understanding of what subsidiarity means.
Secondly, we will see how the founding fathers meticulously laced this principle throughout our Constitution. And
finally, we will analyze the relevance of subsidiarity to American citizens today.
The Cambridge English Dictionary defines subsidiarity in this way: “The principle that decisions should always be
taken at the lowest possible level or closest to where they will have their effect, for example in a local area rather
than for a whole country.” What is meant by this definition is that subsidiarity is a governing principle, which
dictates that power in a country ought to be reserved to the appropriate jurisdictions. This means that federal,
centralized government does have a degree of power, but significantly less than in countries founded upon
aristocratic or monarchical rule.
According to subsidiarity, local and state governments ought to have as much power as possible. The proverbial
‘rule of thumb’ is that if a matter can be regulated by the states or local governments, it should be. Only those
matters that absolutely require federal involvement or regulation are to be left to the jurisdiction of a federal
government.
This idea, of a country that gives significant power to the people and the states, was one that the founding fathers
held dear. In constructing our nation, these intellectual giants were careful to weave into the tapestries of our
founding documents the threads of subsidiarity.
In the Declaration of Independence and the
Constitution, there are little phrases and meticulously
constructed sentences, which embody ideas quite
exclusive to the system of government our founders
wished to establish. The Declaration of Independence
proclaims that people are “Endowed by their creator
with certain unalienable
rights …” Many other nation-states of the time believed
that these “unalienable” human rights were granted by
the state, and therefore the state had the right to regulate
these rights as they saw fit. Though a seemingly irrelevant detail, this statement holds great weight as a guiding
principle for the rest of the constitution. Because our founders believed that unalienable rights were guaranteed to
the people by a power higher than the federal government, it significantly altered the role that the federal
government was to play in this new country. The Declaration suggested, in fact, that the Creator guaranteed rights to
the people, and that the people, in turn, grant the government the power to protect these rights: “That to secure these
rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed.”
Furthermore, when a government ceases to protect these rights, and takes more power than it should, “it is the Right
of the People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new Government, laying its foundation on such principles and
organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to affect their Safety and Happiness.”
One must remember that America’s founders were barely removed from a ‘bad relationship’ with a government that
possessed heavily concentrated and corrupted federal power. The last thing they wished to do was to set up the same
type of government in this new land of promise. The founders, then, believed that a government made up of human
people, prone to corruption and tyranny, should possess limited powers; such a government would embody the
qualities of subsidiarity. Thus, after setting forth this ideal in the Declaration of Independence, our founders went
about constructing such a government in the Constitution of the United States.
The Washington Trail
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The very preamble to the Constitution explains that this
document was meant to “Secure the blessings of liberty,” to the
people of the United States and their posterity. The rest of the
document goes about doing just that, indicating which powers
were to be granted to the federal government, and which were
to be reserved to the states and people. The Constitution’s
pages are heavy with the weight of subsidiarity, providing even
the specific means of checking federal power. The Ninth
Amendment to the Constitution explains that although only
certain rights are enumerated in the Constitution, this is not to
be construed to deny or disparage other rights to the people.
The Tenth Amendment goes even further, declaring that any of
the powers not specifically delegated to the federal government
by the Constitution are reserved to the states or people
respectively, provided that the Constitution does not
specifically prohibit the states or people from retaining these
powers.

Founding Father James Madison

It is truly just as James Madison wrote in Federalist Number
45: “The powers delegated by the proposed Constitution to the
federal government, are few and defined. Those which are to
remain in the State governments are numerous and indefinite.”

We should be very grateful indeed that our founding fathers
took such care to create a country that relies so heavily upon subsidiarity. We must also, however, take great care to
ensure that their work does not become undone centuries later. We have come a long way from the founding
principles articulated in the Constitution. More and more power is taken by our federal government, and less
decisions are being left to the states and the people. Policies on issues such as education and healthcare are levied by
our federal government, often with little regard for the rights and powers possessed by states and individuals.
Without careful consideration of our current course, we run the risk of straying from the path laid out by our
founding fathers. As Representative John Becker wrote on Constitution Day 2013, “The Founders believed very
strongly in states’ rights because they understood that the surest way to maintain individual liberty was to instill
safeguards against centralized power.”
If the blessings of liberty are to remain secured to we the people today, we must ensure that the principles of
subsidiarity are as dear to us as to our forefathers.
As Pope Pius XI concluded, “Those in power should be sure that the more perfectly a graduated order is kept
among the various associations, in observance of the principle of ‘subsidiary function,’ the stronger social authority
and effectiveness will be the happier and more prosperous the condition of the State.”

The Washington Trail
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From the Archives
By Compatriot Allan Wenzel, Washington State Society Historian
This feature will be comprised of vignettes on what I have found and consider to be interesting events, personages,
and attributes of the History of the Washington State Society Sons of the American Revolution, and occasionally
pertinent items on the National Society. It is only fitting to start this series with a short article on the first state
society newsletter.

Fifty Years Before the Trail
The discussion of the need for a newsletter or magazine to convey to the membership what was happening, was
discussed over several weeks during meetings by what was at that time called the Washington State Society Board
of Managers. It was comprised of the state officers and a group labeled the “Board of Managers.” Interestingly, it
didn’t include the chapter presidents!
The officers included a:
❖ President
❖ First Vice-President
❖ Second-Vice President
❖ Third-Vice President (one of which would be designated for eastern Washington and one for western
Washington)
❖ Secretary-Treasurer
❖ Registrar
❖ Historian
❖ Chaplain
❖ State Trustee
❖ Six members comprising a Board of Managers
Having a joint Secretary-Treasurer may seem unusual, but in the 1920’s WA SAR had an actual salaried
stenographer!
The Washington State Society’s first news magazine became official at a Board of Managers meeting on February
19, 1926. It was decided to subscribe to an actual publication being produced by one of the members of the Board of
Managers. This existing publication was named Ye Liberty Tree. This magazine was being distributed to several
different hereditary societies within the state. And those receiving the publication could submit articles.
The first issue representing WA SAR was published in March 1926. A cost of $ .25 per Compatriot per year was
established to defray the cost, and it would only be sent to members in good standing ... having their dues paid upto-date. It ran into 1928, but I think WA SAR discontinued subscribing during the first half of that year. I have yet
to come across any copies and believe there were only a few issues to the WA SAR.
The second attempt at publishing a newsletter didn’t occur until the late 1970’s. It was called the Newsletter of WA
SAR and then WA SAR Newsletter. Issues date back to at least January 1980. At that time a small multi-page
newsletter was mailed out every month. Commencing with the May 1984 issue, the name was changed to The
Washington Trail.
The Washington Trail
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DAR Liaison’s Report
By Compatriot Bob O’Neal, Washington State Society DAR Liaison
DAR State Regent Julie Pittman's State Project" is the emplacement of
six granite benches honoring American "Women who serve yesterday today - tomorrow."
Recently, Mary Ball Chapter Regent Lee Gentemann led a gathering of
members, DAR State officers, and Joint-Base Lewis McChord military
women in a dedication ceremony for a beautiful granite bench. Some 80
DAR, SAR and military women from Ft Lewis attended. Alexander
Hamilton and John Paul Jones Chapters were widely represented.

DAR State Regent Julie Pittman

The SAR-DAR Color Guard with Drum Corps was honored to open the
ceremonies by presenting and posting the Colors. Amazingly the rain
parted for the ceremony and a lone eagle circled the proceedings!

Dignitaries along with Julie Pittman included the JBLM Garrison
Commander, Col. Nicole Lucas, Alfie Alvarado, Director of WDVA, and LTC Barbara Nichols, ANC (Ret.), a
decorated veteran of the Korean and Vietnam Wars.
The SAR Color Guard led by Deputy Commander Dick Motz, and Drum Corps under Drum Major Viren Lemmer,
did a near perfect presentation and posting of the colors. Bob O'Neal filled in as overall Commander for Art Dolan,
who was out of town. A reception was held at the Fort Lewis Family Center afterwards. About 80 attendees were
present at the ceremony.

John Sevier – Patriot and Peacemaker (Continued from Page 16)
own property as collateral. Not only a true patriot, John Sevier was a good person, willing to risk his own future
finances to protect the livelihoods of the men he led.
He diplomatically negotiated disputed claims to this new area between the federal government and North Carolina
as well as between himself and a political rival, John Tipton. Tipton was loyal to North Carolina just as Sevier was
loyal to the Franklinites, or the people of this disputed land. After much diplomatic work, the Southwest Territory
(now known as the state of Tennessee) was officially admitted into the Union in 1796, with Sevier as its first
governor. He continued his political service in that office for three consecutive terms and abiding by the state
Constitution’s laws, did not run for a fourth term. However, after waiting two-years, he was re-elected and served
as governor for an additional three two-year terms!
Upon learning that John Sevier was my ancestor I knew that I had to learn all that I could about him. He’s someone
I greatly admire and who embodies the American dream. Sevier brought himself up from humble beginnings to
become a brigadier general, found a new state and serve six terms as its governor, as well as three terms in the
House of Representatives. The way he led his men and conducted himself in politics created his legacy of "rugged
individualism, regional exceptionalism, and civic dignity." He is someone I strive to emulate as I aspire to rise
through today’s political atmosphere and win by demonstrating my own ambitions, moral character and leadership.
The Washington Trail
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Color Guard Report
By Compatriot Art Dolan, Washington Society SAR Color Guard Commander
Washington State has been
exceptionally busy during the second
quarter of 2018. The Color Guard
membership numbers only 58 but our
participation, state wide, has been
exceptional.
Here are just a few of the recent events
your Color Guard has participated in:
❖ Numerous living history
presentations
❖ Presenting colors at SAR/DAR
events
❖ Marching in two major
Washington state parades
❖ Two significant Memorial Day
remembrances

Bottom Row L-R: Stan Wills, Viren Lemmer, Barry Moravek, Arthur Dolan, Doug
Nelson, Neil Vernon and Skip Stephan.
Top Row L-R: Kelly Schultz, Michael Moore, Ken Roberts, Fred Gilbert, Lee
Thomasson, Conn Owen Clark, Larry Flint, Will Palmer, Dick Motz and Mick Hersey

Our Color Guard second quarter
activities include the participation of 101 uniformed members in events across the state, 14 Living History
presentations, 36 members posting colors, 32 members marching in parades, 4 attending Honor Flights and 2
members participating in Citizenship ceremonies. In total members have been present in 189 public activities
between April and June of 2018. This group is busy!
At the 2018 WA SAR Meeting, Kennewick, Washington, our Color Guard members comprised 47% of the
members present. The Armed Forces Day Parade Bremerton, WA, a long-standing WA SAR tradition, represents
the beginning of our parade season where 19 members were present.
Our SAR/DAR Fife and Drum Corps, Commanded by Viren Lemmer, has continued to grow along with its high
level of commitment to the WA SAR. Our Fife and Drum Corps is composed of SAR, DAR and community
members from all over Western Washington and travel to all our CG events. This is no small endeavor since we
can be in Kennewick one week and Ocean Shores the next.
In the photo at right, Jan Lemmer and Stephanie Conroy receive their white shoulder embellishments having been
promoted to Sergeant representing participation in 20 Fife and Drum activities. This group is the backbone of our
Color Guard and draws a significant amount of attention whenever they perform.
Seattle, Washington, has been selected as host site for the 2021 National Congress. With our strong WA SAR Color
Guard participation, we are anxious to greet everyone to the beautiful Pacific Northwest.
Continued Page 28

The Washington Trail
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Patriot Spotlight
Compatriot Bob Doughty

Nathan Norris (1760 - 1843)
Massachusetts Continental Line
Nathan Norris was born January 19, 1760 in the coastal village of
Wareham, Massachusetts, about 15-miles south of Plymouth, a child
of Samuel Norris and Lydia Washburn. Nathan was baptized there
March 2, 1760.
Young Nathan Norris began his military service April 20, 1778 when
he joined Captain John Barrow's Company, Colonel Abijah Stearn's
Regiment of Guards, for two months, 15-days of that at and about
Boston, Massachusetts. Nathan was discharged July 2, 1778.
September 10, 1779, Private Nathan Norris served three-days in
Captain John Gibbs' Company, Colonel Ebenezer Sprout's Regiment,
when they marched to Falmouth, MA on an alarm. Private Norris was
discharged September 13, 1779.
In the summer of 1780, Nathan answered the call for men raised by the
Town of Wareham to reinforce the Continental Army for the term of
six-months. Private Norris, described as being age 20, height 5-feet
and 8-inches tall, dark complexion, marched from home July 4, 1780,
arrived at Springfield, MA July 10, 1780, and marched to camp July 11, 1780 under command of Ensign Bancroft.
During this tour of service Nathan traveled 252 miles and was discharged December 21, 1780.
Private Nathan Norris answered the call a fourth time to join a company raised by order of his Excellency John
Hancock to serve for forty-days unless sooner discharged. Private Norris served in Captain Stephen Churchill's

SAR Compatriots of the Massachusetts Continental Line on parade
The Washington Trail
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Company, Colonel Theophilus Cotton's Regiment, marched March 9, 1781 to Newport, Rhode Island where he
served 23-days and was discharged March 31, 1781.
In 1784, Nathan and his brother Ephraim, hiked north about 220-miles from Warham, MA to Wayne, MA [now
Wayne, Maine] where they cleared trees and stumps to create farms in the southern part of town near the east shore
of Great Androscoggin Pond, among the area’s early inhabitants.
Here Nathan met Jedidah Hammon (her parents have yet to be identified) and they were married in the neighboring
town of Winthrop, June 26, 1785 by the Rev. Samuel Eaton. Nathan and Jedidah had at least eight-children: Mary;
Samuel; Benjamin; Jedidah; Nathan Jr.; Hannah; Jemima and Maria.
Nathan Norris, in 1804, served as a member of the Wayne Committee to divide the town into proper school districts.
In 1820, the State of Maine was created from Massachusetts and the village of Wayne was now located in Kennebec
County, Maine.
Nathan Norris died July 13, 1825 in Wayne, Maine and his body rests in Wayne’s Evergreen Cemetery. Nathan’s
widow, Jedidah, on November 3, 1838, made a declaration to obtain the benefit of the Act of Congress granting
half-pay and pensions to certain widows of Revolutionary War soldiers. She claimed to be age 77; a resident of
Leeds, Kennebec County, ME; widow of Nathan Norris whom she married June 26, 1785. Jedidah apparently could
not sign her name and left her mark on the document. Jedidah’s pension file claim number is R7699.
Jedidah Norris, wife of Nathan, died June 9, 1843 in Wayne, and her body rests next to Nathan in the Evergreen
Cemetery in Wayne.

Color Guard Report (Continued from Page 26)
Presentations have been made at new locations in Seattle area schools. The first was held on March 26, 2018, at the
West Woodland Elementary School of the Seattle School District. This is the first time in known history that the
SAR has been allowed to participate in the Seattle School District, even back to when Doug Nelson was President
of the Seattle Chapter. Compatriot Brian Langley was principal is arranging this in the 5th grade classrooms, where
he is a history teacher. Compatriots Doug Nelson, Fred Gilbert and Neil Vernon presented.
The second presentation was at the West Mercer Elementary of the Mercer Island School District. Julie Langley,
wife of Compatriot Brian, also a 5th grade history teacher, was principle in arranging the presentation at the school
on April 20, 2018. Greg Emerson and Neil Vernon presented. Both instructors were presented with certificates of
appreciation, students who responded have been presented with the Young Patriot Writers Certificate and the school
principals have been presented with letters of appreciation.

Did you know there was another recent victory in AmRev landmark protection?
Check out this article at:
http://www.postandcourier.com/business/conservation-easement-protects--acre-tract-around-francis-marions/article_f689d330-b01e-11e7-8e1f-dfb3efa20d3e.html?utm_medium=social&utm_source=facebook&utm_campaign=usershare

The Washington Trail
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Washington SAR Chapter Trails (Continued from Page 6)
Spokane
2018-chapter officers:
❖ President - Carl Durkoop
❖ Vice President - William Palmer
❖ Secretary - Dennis Shaw
❖ Treasurer - Lane Elliott
❖ Registrar - Mike Moore
❖ Historian - Stanley T. Wills
❖ 1st Chaplain - Fr. Ted Bradley
❖ 2nd Chaplain - Norman Park
No report received. If you want to learn more about the activities of the Spokane Chapter, contact Chapter
Secretary: Dennis Shaw.

Registrar’s Report
Compatriot Michael Moore, State Society Registrar
Greetings Compatriots,
Since January 1, 2018:
❖ Number of approved applications - 42
❖ Number of approved supplementals - 4
❖ Regular applications awaiting approval - 12
❖ Supplemental's awaiting approval - 14
❖ Number of new pended applications/supplemental – 0

There is a great resource for the historic events of the American revolution?
Check out this article at:
https://www.politico.com/news/american-revolution
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Thomas Jefferson Medal
Compatriot Jim Lindley – National Chairman, Knight Essay Committee
For supporting the Knight Essay Scholarship Award contest.
The Knight Essay Contest makes a difference in the lives of
patriotic young Americans every year by providing scholarships
at the local, state and national levels to high school students who
have researched and written outstanding essays relating to an
event, person, philosophy or ideal associated with the American
Revolution, the Declaration of Independence or the framing of
the United States Constitution. Recent winners have come from
Connecticut, Virginia, New York, Wisconsin, South Carolina,
Kentucky, Pennsylvania, Georgia, Missouri and California.
The Knight Essay Contest national level awards are not
competitive with similar contests. In 2013, the top prize was
lowered to $2,000. This amount is not commensurate with other
national award contests. The proceeds from the sale of the
Jefferson Medal are be used to enhance the essay endowment
fund and increase the level of prizes that can be awarded in the
contest. The medal is named for the author of the Declaration of
Independence and one of the most important writers of the
Revolutionary Era. The colors of the drape are derived from the
heraldic arms assumed and used by Thomas Jefferson.
Please help the SAR educate future generations on the importance of the Revolution and its principles by
contributing to the essay endowment fund TODAY!
Contributions of $250 or more will be recognized with the medal and miniature. Each additional $250 donation
earns an oak leaf cluster. A total cumulative donation of $1,500 is recognized with a gold PATRON bar worn on
the drape.

Thank You for Supporting This SAR Youth Essay Contest!
The Washington Trail
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The Washington Trail
Greg Emerson, Editor
Washington State Society of the Sons of the American Revolution
17602 SE 186th Way
Renton, WA 98058
https://www.washingtonsar.org/

You can help promote SAR recruiting at your local library?
Print a few copies of the Washington Trail and ask to place them with other special interest
flyers
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