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MESSAGE FROM THE
PRESIDENT
Compatriots,
I hope that each of you has had a
wonderful holiday season. As this
year comes to a close, it seems like
just yesterday that you honored me
by allowing me to assume the mantle of your president.
In 2018, we experienced many
happy times, good times, and some
sad and challenging times. But 2019
is a new year and with it comes the
opportunity for all of us to rededicate ourselves to God, our family,
our country and all things we consider essential. We have accomplished a lot as a Society, but still
have much work to do.
One thing I hope you will do is to
confirm you have paid your 2019
SAR dues that were due on Dec.
31. If not, contact your chapter and
renew your dues – we need you!
Time has really flown by as we
have had a busy, exciting and sad
year. We have seen some uplifting
moments and a few deeply sad
moments. The first was the installation of our own Dr. David Billings
as a member of the 2018 Minuteman class. This was a well-deserved
honor bestowed on David. We also
unfortunately had to endure the
loss of several of our compatriots
this year including our immediate
past president Hal Thornton.
First Lady Kay and I have visited

Tennessee Valley will host annual state
convention in Hoover on Feb. 22-23
The annual ALSSAR convention will be held
at the Hoover Embassy Suites on Feb. 22-23
and will be hosted by the Tennessee Valley
chapter.
After a one-year experiment of holding the
event at a centralized location in Prattville in
2018, the Board of Managers voted to move
the location to the Birmingham area in 2019.
Another change will be moving the youth
awards to a Saturday luncheon from noon to 2
p.m., in an effort to shorten the Saturday evening banquet time.
The event opens on Friday (Feb. 22) with a
genealogy workshop presented by Ron
Bearden starting at 2 p.m. A welcome recep-

tion will be held later in the day beginning at
6:30 p.m.
The business meeting will open activities on
Saturday at 8:30 a.m., followed by the orations
contest and the youth awards luncheon. The
annual awards banquet will start at 7 p.m.
The featured speaker will be NSSAR Secretary General Jack Manning, a resident of
Scituate, Mass., and a member of the New
Hampshire SAR. He has been an SAR compatriot since 1994.
The nominating committee’s slate of new
ALSSAR officers is on page 2 of the newsletter. A hotel registration form is on page 8 and
the memorial advertising form is on page 9.

BOM votes
on flagpole
at American
Village

See MESSAGE, Page 2
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New Richard Henry Lee compatriots
At the October meeting of the Richard Henry Lee
chapter, three new compatriots were inducted into the
chapter. President Bob Harris, far left, is pictured with,
from left: Joseph Lowrie Dean Jr., Keith Alan Gibson
and William (Bill) Joseph Broome.

ALSSAR
officials
unanimously approved at
its fall Board of Managers meeting on Oct. 6 the
erection of a trio of flagpoles at the American
Village as a monument.
ALSSAR president
Bob Anderson made
the presentation before
the group adjourned
for lunch and went
outside to view the
proposed location of
the monument.
The SAR has no monument or marker at the
site other than its Patriot
Doors, which are rarely
seen by the estimated
30,000 children who
visit the site each year.
See BOM, Page 6
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Message
(Continued from Page 1)
chapters across this great state and have been treated to the utmost hospitality and courtesy. It has been a pleasure to visit compatriots, make many new friends and greet old friends.
Since I took office we have attended three state conventions,
National Congress in Houston, two Leadership meetings, two
BOMs, three DAR events, one CAR conference and 14 chapter
meetings (not including 12 local chapter meetings). I have also
had the pleasure to present several school programs, including to
the entire Morgan County School System, presented programs to
four community organizations, presented several JROTC awards,
attended three veterans’ benefits and participated in nine Color
Guard events.
This year also saw many strides in our becoming a major impact in our state. In addition to our continued distribution of our
historical brochure, the major project, which was unanimously
approved at the fall BOM, was to establish Alabama SAR as a
prominent participant in carrying forth the mission of the American Village Citizen Trust.
Look from the main campus of the American Village, across
the Concord Bridge to the statue entitled the “Embattled Farmer,”
and up the crest of the hill, you will see the Alabama SAR contribution to the children of Alabama. Our $13,000 project includes
a series of three flagpoles to be erected. There will be a Betsy
Ross, George Washington’s Headquarters and Alabama flag. The
American Village is preparing to have a statue of a kneeling Gen.
George Washington placed in the same location.
With the flagpoles, we will place a dedication plaque from the
Alabama Society and two quotation/memorial plaques (one on

each flagpole base). The plan is to have the dedication on George
Washington’s birthday (Feb. 22 2019) in a ceremony at the
American Village, weather permitting.
This year has been fantastic but I owe a lot to my fellow officers, without whom this year would not have been possible. Each
of them has stepped forward to do everything in their power to
make it successful. I need to call attention to a few individuals
that have helped me greatly. Dr. Fred Olive, national trustee has
been my confident, my sounding board and has always gone out
of his way to help me. My vice president, Edmon McKinley, has
always been ready to assist in any way possible. He and Fred
were always the first I ran my wild ideas by to see if they were
feasible. Last but not least, are two men that were more than willing to share their experience and advice when I needed it, Bill
Stone and Jim Maples. I also want to thank Bob England, our
historian and the first man I ever arrested (but that is another story!!) for his assistance and willingness to support any time it was
needed.
To each of the chapter presidents, your organizations are where
“the rubber meets the road.” If not for you and your efforts, there
would be no organization for us to participate in and support and
present to the public. Never give up your beliefs in our purposes
of Heredity, Patriotism and Education for these are the core of
our organization and should never be forgotten.
Thank you all for the privilege and honor of having served as
your president of the Alabama Society of the Sons of the American Revolution. God Bless you and God Bless the United States
of America.
—Bob Anderson

Alabama Sons of the American Revolution
Nominating Committee Report for 2019-2020
The Committee recommends these compatriots for the designated office. There are 11 ALSSAR chapters represented.
Nominees
Trustee - Bob Anderson –Tennessee Valley
Alternate Trustee – Edmon McKinley - Gen. Galvez
President - Edmon McKinley - Gen. Galvez
Vice President - David Jones – Black Warrior River
Secretary – William “Bill” Daniel – Cahaba-Coosa
Recording Secretary - Jim Griffith – Tennessee Valley
Treasurer - John Van Zandt – Gen. Galvez
Registrar - Ron Bearden – Little River
Chaplain - Rev. Jeff Coker - Cheaha
Historian - Bob England – Shoals Area
Genealogist - Earl Gilliam - Gen. John Archer Elmore
Sergeant-At-Arms - Tom Smith – Gen. Richard Montgomery
Chancellor – William Kirkland - Gen. Richard Montgomery
Endorsement
Vice President General Southern District – Bobby Joe Seales - Cahaba-Coosa
Endowment Fund Board
Nominee for (for 3 year term) – Roger Vaughan – Birmingham
Currently serving (for 2 year term) - John Wallace – Wiregrass
Currently serving (for 1 year term) - Mac Moon – Tennessee Valley, Chair
Nominating Committee
John R. Wallace (ALSSAR president 2002-03); William O. Stone (ALSSAR president 2015-16); J. Fred Olive – ALSSAR president 2016-17)
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Tennessee Valley awards compatriots
At its October meeting, Tennessee Valley chapter president Randal Jennings honored compatriots and inducted its newest member, Donis Wolfe (above). Bob
Doherty (left in top right photo) presented the War Service Medal and certificate to George Vinson for his military service in Vietnam, an honor that Wolfe also received. Doherty was also the featured speaker at the
meeting, speaking on the “Olive Branch Petition.” After
his presentation, Jennings presented him with a certificate of appreciation (right photo).
BOM
(Continued from Page 1)
ALSSAR president Bob Anderson made the presentation
before the group adjourned for lunch and went outside to view
the proposed location of the monument. The SAR has no monument or marker at the historic site other than its Patriot
Doors, which are rarely seen by the estimated 30,000 children
who visit the site each year.
In December, a statue of a kneeling Gen. George Washington will be placed on top of the hill past the Concord Bridge
monument. The proposal locates the three flagpoles just behind the statue.
A 40-foot pole and two 35-foot poles will include the state
flag, a Betsy Ross flag and Washington’s Commander-inChief flag, along with three memorial plaques at an estimated
cost of $12,975 which will be funded by the ALSSAR.
The goal is to dedicate the flags on Washington’s birthday

— Feb. 22, 2019.
In other action, a budget was approved by the BOM for the
upcoming year and Jim Maples and vice-president Edmon
McKinley gave out awards that had been presented at Congress.
Those recipients included Donald Robison, Bobby Joe
Seales, Bill Stone, Fred Olive, Bruce Buehler, Jim Maples,
John Mudd, Price Legg and Bruce Pickette along with several
other ALSSAR compatriots who were honored with an Oak
Leaf Cluster for the Liberty Medal for sponsoring new members — Ron Bearden, Walter Dorsey, Dave Billings, Bruce
Pickette, Charles McMurry, Harry Sesselman, Lee Cord, John
Wallace, Bill Stone and Bruce Buehler.
The BOM also endorsed members for upcoming NSSAR
offices, including Bruce Pickette for Treasurer General. A contested Registrar General battle between Doug Collins and John
Thornhill was discussed before the BOM endorsed Collins.
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In Memory…
The Birmingham and Richard Henry Lee chapters recently
lost valuable compatriots with the passing of Dr. John Ponder
and Wilson Lee.
JOHN BASCOM PONDER passed away at his daughter’s
home in Birmingham Nov. 18 at the age of 85. He was born
on Jan. 24, 1933 in Somerset, Ky., to John B. Ponder Sr. and
Sarah Jane Moore Ponder. The family moved to Georgetown,
Ky., in 1938, then to Birmingham in 1947.
Ponder attended Phillips High School where he was a member of the school’s marching band and the ROTC. At Phillips,
he met his lifelong love, Mary Joyce Harris (deceased); they
graduated together in 1951.
Ponder attended Birmingham Southern College from 1951–
53, where he was a member of the Alpha Tau Omega fraternity and was honored to play “Taps” for numerous military funerals during the Korean War. From BSC, he entered the University of Alabama School Of Dentistry, graduating in 1957.
While still pursuing their degrees, John and Mary Joyce
married on June 5, 1954 at South Highland Presbyterian
Church in Birmingham.
Following his graduation from dental school, John volunteered with the U.S. Air Force and served as the dentist at
Altus (Okla.) Air Force Base for two years. The family returned to Birmingham where John practiced dentistry until his
retirement in 1996.
John and Mary Joyce raised their four children (John Mark,
Stephen Allen, Elizabeth Ann and Melinda Joyce) in their
family home in Mountain Brook. They were dedicated and
faithful members of South Highland Presbyterian Church
where John served as chair of the diaconate, clerk of the session, trustee, and board member of the SHPC Foundation.
Pondre was a long-time member of the HomewoodMountain Brook Kiwanis Club, a life member of the Alabama
Dental Association and member of the Birmingham Dental
Society, Sons of the American Revolution and Jamestowne
Society.
Ponder is survived by sister Beverly Ponder Rives, brother
Charles M. Ponder, son Stephen Allen Ponder (Tracey),
daughters Elizabeth Ann Ponder and Melinda Joyce Ponder
Goode, granddaughters Sarah Elizabeth Ponder, Mary Caroline Ponder Duncan, Andrea Clair Colbert Ziglar, grandsons
Jameson “Jamie” Allen Colbert, Sandar Harris Johnson, John
Murphy, Mark Patrick, Stephen Augustus “Gus” and Samuel
“Sam” Ponder Goode; great-grandsons Camden Noble and
Grant Andrew Ziglar; and great granddaughters Sarah Grace,
Vivian Jane, and Laura Batson Colbert.
Services were held at Elmwood Cemetery in Birmingham. A

Dr. John Bascom Ponder Jr.
Wilson Lee
memorial service was held on Nov. 20 at South Highland
Presbyterian Church.
Former Richard Henry Lee chapter president WILSON
LEE passed away on July 30 in Opelika at the age of 78.
Lee was born on Aug. 24, 1939 in Pensacola, Fla., to parents
Verrin Delvin Lee and Loney Walker Lee. While in high
school, he received the American farmer degree through his
Vocational Ag classes. He was also runner up for Future
Farmer of the year.
He graduated from Auburn University in 1964 with a bachelor’s degree in Agriculture Education. In 1966, he graduated
from the University of Arizona with a master’s in Economics.
In 1967, he returned to Auburn and joined the faculty at
Auburn University with a position with the Alabama Cooperative Extension Service, where he worked for more than 33
years.
His accomplishments included introducing an Industrial
Development Education program that continues to serve 55
Alabama counties. His work was recognized by two Alabama
governors.
After 33 years, he was the top economic developer in the
Cooperative Extension Service. He conducted numerous
workshops and taught civic leaders all over the state the things
they needed to do to draw new industry to their communities.
He retired in 1999, when he started his second, more favored,
career of being a retiree.
Lee was a great family man and a loving father. He married
Dorothy Louesa Gaston in 1965 and the couple has five children together. The couple recently celebrated their 53rd wedding anniversary.
He was an active man who was involved in religious, civic
and community organizations for the majority of his life. He
enjoyed the great outdoors, traveling, developing the family
property and spending time with family and friends. He was
elected to serve as the president of Richard Henry Lee chapter
of the Alabama Society of the Sons of the American Revolution and is a past president of Chapter 270 of the National
Association of Retired Federal Employees. He was also a cofounder of Agrimissions for The Mission Society of the United Methodist Church.
Lee is survived by his wife, Dorothy Gaston Lee of Opelika;
his son, Lance Wilson Lee of Montgomery; his daughter,
Charlotte Lee Bowman of Columbus, Ga.; his daughter, Margaret Lee Thomas of Buford, Ga.; his daughter, Virginia Lee
King of Acworth, Ga.; and his son, Maj. David James Lee of
Montgomery; along with 16 grandchildren and two sisters,
Myrtle Lee Kendrick and Emma Lorrine Young of Atmore.
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Compatriot delivers wreath to Tomb of the Unknowns

On Nov. 20, Black Warrior River chapter president David Jones and his wife
Penelope laid a wreath at the Tomb of the Unknowns in Arlington National
Cemetery. One of the many missions of the Sons of the American Revolution
is to recognize and pay tribute to American veterans. In conjunction with the
observation of Veterans Day, the Black Warrior River chapter dedicated a
wreath to all veterans of this great nation. Jones, who is also a retired U.S.
Army master sergeant, presented the wreath with great pride at one of the
nation’s most honored monuments. At top left, the Jones wait for an escort
and then, top right, are escorted to the Tomb along with the wreath, left. After
the playing of ‘Taps,’ below, there is a presentation of the wreath, bottom left,
and the conclusion of the ceremony, bottom right.

—Photos courtesy of David Jones
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Cheaha compatriot earns supplemental certificate
At its October meeting, Cheaha chapter president William Rozier, above left, looks over supplemental
certificate of Pete Morgan (right) recognizing his patriot ancestor Capt. Robert Pasley of the Francis
Marion Brigade (South Carolina). Above right, chapter vice-president Henry Smith (left) is with Karen
Silvers and her husband, featured speaker Dr. Morgan Silvers, who presented an excellent program on
“Gen. Daniel Morgan, Revolutionary War Soldier.”

—Photos courtesy of Jason Williams

Honoring thy grandfather
At its October meeting, Richard Henry Lee chapter president Bob Harris honored the “grandfather of the chapter,”
Walter Dorsey, with a Liberty Medal for serving as the first
signer on several new members. Dorsey has assisted more
than 80 percent of the current chapter members with research into their patriot ancestor. Above, Harris and Kent
Wright, with their wives, who spoke on the “Naval Battles
of the Civil War” during the Tennessee Valley Civil War
Roundtable.
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Veterans honored with cake
At the November meeting of the
Tennessee Valley chapter, the group
found a unique way to pay tribute to
Veterans Day and honor their
veteran compatriots at the same
time. All veterans were asked to
stand and be recognized, where they
were thanked for their service. After
the recognition, the compatriots
were served cake in recognition of
their service.

‘The Black Boys’ helped revolution on frontier
Frontier Rebels: The Fight for Independence in the American West, 1765-1776 by Patrick Spero, published by W.W.
Norton & Co.: New York and London, 2018.
The resistance to taxation imposed by the British Parliament
on north American colonials lies at the heart of revolutionary
history for one reason: It occurred in the populated east, mainly in Boston and New York. Crown policies, odious to Americans, spurred protests which led to violence and then war.
On the frontier, settlers feared continuous native terror.
English victory in the French and Indian War and the decisive
defeat of the confederated tribes led by Pontiac did not calm
white anxieties.
Regulators rebelled against local governmental policies in
the Carolinas. The Paxton Boys of Pennsylvania armed themselves against the Quaker elite as well as the Christian Conestoga tribe which sought protection from the local government.
Unfortunately, a massacre occurred exhibiting Pennsylvania’s
inability to offer assistance to natives.
Great Britain, as the crises of the early 1760s ended, faced
massive debts incurred in the defense of her American colonials. Parliament enacted a number of measures to keep expenses down. These included the Proclamation of 1763, designed
to keep settlers east of a line marking the frontier. Only licensed traders could venture to the west. Further, the government ordered trade goods for the tribes to gain their trust and
obedience.
British officials, led by General Thomas Gage, wanted stability to keep the former enemy combatants at peace.
A rumor spread that guns and ammunition — along with
blankets and other goods — would be distributed to the na-

tives, stoking fears of another uprising. A band of frontiersmen smeared charcoal on their faces and began a campaign to
halt the progress of wagons carrying supplies to the natives.
Called “the Black Boys” as a result of their disguise, they
possessed the support of more peaceful settlers and, with their
intimate knowledge of the backcountry, threatened Gage’s
efforts. The Redcoat peace initiative stretched from the Appalachians to the Mississippi River. Even Pontiac, who organized the confederated rebellion, supported peace and British
goods.
James Smith, who the Mohawks captured and adopted, acquired knowledge of native fighting techniques. After he returned to his neighborhood, he led frontier militia during the
French and Indian uprising and the continuous fighting which
followed. He became the principle leader of the “Black
Boys.” His relative, William Smith, a lawyer, stymied efforts
to prosecute James and his followers.
Spero maintains “The Black Boys” rebelled against Parliament and elite eastern merchants and manufacturers who benefitted from a quiet west. The frontier distrust of government
and expanded feelings of self-sufficiency endured long after
the outbreak of war between colonials and the British government.
Spero adds a new dimension to the traditional tale of the
Revolutionary era by stretching the causes of conflict to the
Illinois Country and beyond. Frontiersmen feared the natives
and, at the same time, wanted land further and further west.
“The Black Boys” movement helps explain Indian removal
and the western expansion of the American empire.
—ALSSAR historian Bob England
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Visit the ALSSAR Web site at www.alssar.org
Please send in your chapter news for the next newsletter
If you’re submitting material for the next newsletter, please e-mail your
pictures and information to timgaylesar@gmail.com or send information
about your chapter’s activities or upcoming events by March 10 to Tim
Gayle at 3104 Cabot Street, Montgomery, AL 36110.

—Photo courtesy of Roger Vaughan

Distinguished Service Medal recipient
Dr. Wayne House Finley of Mountain
Brook was honored recently by
Birmingham chapter president Roger
Vaughan with a pair of awards during
the chapter’s monthly meeting at The
Club on Oct. 16. Finley was presented a
National Society certificate naming him
a member of the WWII Veterans Corps.
(Dr. Finley also served in the Korean
War as well). Additionally, Vaughan
presented Finley with the Distinguished
Service Medal and certificate recognizing
his significant contribution to the
chapter’s youth awards programs. Dr.
Finley served as flag chairman for many
years on both the chapter and state level
and while serving as ALSSAR flag
chairman, he created a fourfold brochure
outlining proper etiquette for displaying
the American flag, history of the flag and
other facts.

