For the next three weeks, 


we will be taking a break from working through the Gospel of Matthew 


and spend time answering what one author calls, 



“The Ultimate Questions.” 

This week, 


we will tackle the first question, 



“Who am I?”  

Next week, 


Heather Hellman will preach on, 



“Where do I fit?”  

And I will conclude with the third ultimate question, 



“What difference do I make?”  

Now, 


these three questions are ones that all of us need to face, 


or have faced, 


or are constantly asking 



and re-asking.  

Part of the need to re-ask them is,


that life is not constant.  

We add roles 


and delete roles from our lives.  

In the last few years, 


I have transitioned from single bachelor, 


to blessed husband, 


to proud father.  

As these roles have changed, 


the answer to 



“Who am I?” has changed.  

I have not updated them on the official registry, 


as my Facebook profile says who I am is 



a Pastor at First Presbyterian Church, 



I am from Bozeman Montana, 



I live in Skagway Montana, 



and went to Bozeman High School.  

But as we hopefully know, 


that does not fully answer the question of 



“Who am I?”

I does not answer the question, 


because the question is one about my identity.  

This first 


of three ultimate questions 



focuses on me, 


the other two will consider us and our world, 

but I first need to know who I am 


before I can answer who we are 


and what our world is.  

We all explore these questions, 


and by we all, 



I mean every human being alive on the planet.  


And there are all kinds of answers to these questions.  

But we are gathered here under very specific circumstances, 


the love 


and redeeming work of the Triune God.  



These are reasons that fall under the larger umbrella of God's grace.  

Since we are all here this morning for that reason, 


we might find that a large part of our identity falls under God's grace.  



I greeted you this morning as sinners and saints.

Looking at my Facebook profile again, 


instead of thinking that I made these realities, 

as a body it would be good to remind me that I am here, 


only by God's grace.  



I was born in Montana, 




by God's good grace.  



I went to a good high school in Bozeman,




by God's grace.  



I am here as your pastor 




only by God's grace.  


That last one especially, 



as the idea that I could be a pastor 




developed through God having me be in born in Bozeman, 




having opportunities in high school and college to explore grace, 




and God working on my heart 





and letting me know that despite my brokenness and sin, 




I could still fulfill his call to be a pastor.  

Then to survive 8 winters here in Skagway 


as a single pastor is God's grace.  

To walk through some of our darker moments together 


and still feel called 


and desire to be a pastor, 



is only by God's grace.  

Everything in my life 


has roots in God giving me what I could not earn on my own, 


nor do I deserve, 



but out of God's overwhelming love, 




I experience anyways.

As we turn to the story of Samuel, 


we see that he too came about 


and became God's prophet 



only by God's grace.  

For in the two chapters before three, 


we hear Samuel's history.  



How his Mother Hannah was barren.  



She had tried to have a son over and over by her own power 




and could not succeed.  



So she goes to the temple of God in Shiloh 




and lays her heart before God.  



After clarifying with Eli that she is not drunk, 




but praying the laments of her heart, 



Eli add his prayer with Hannah's to God.  


God answers Hannah's prayer that, 



“If you will only look upon your servant’s misery and remember me, 



and not forget your servant 




but give her a son, 



then I will give him to the Lord for all the days of his life, 




and no razor will ever be used on his head.”

Hannah is faithful to her promise 


and drops Samuel off at the temple after he is weaned.  

Samuel grows up in the temple, 


but we are told, 



“does not know the voice of the Lord.”  

Which brings up a major issue that some of you have raised with me.  


The kids came to Sunday school, 



but now it seems like they don't know the voice of the Lord.  

That is a paraphrase.  


The question sounded much more like, 



“My kids 



or grandkids do not attend church anymore, 




even though we raised them in church.”

What do we need to do differently to help them know the voice of the Lord?  


Looking at Eli's interaction with the young Samuel, 



we see some clues to our problem.  

Leading up to the night that Samuel hears the voice, 


there are a few things in place already.  

Eli had actively prayed for Samuel before he was born.  


As a parent, 



it gives me hope moving forward 




knowing that many of you have prayed for Eva 





long before she was even conceived.  

Despite not knowing the Lord, 

not having a personal relationship with the Lord, 


Samuel was welcome to come and worship with Eli 



from the age of weaning on.  


Being welcoming of children in the midst of our worship 



is an area that I am seeing great growth in for us as a body.  




That may just be that I am paying more attention now 




and was there all along.  

And finally, 


there was a relationship between Samuel and Eli.  


A relationship that was more than just knowing each others names, 



or the parents.  

Samuel was in a sense adopted by Eli as his son 


or grandson.  



For Eli was old enough to be his grandfather.  

But he took Samuel in 


and brought him into his life's work.  


Showing him how he ministered in the temple.  

Finally, 


there was the calling that God had already placed on Samuel's life.  

God had told Eli that 


God would raise up a faithful priest to minister before him 


and to do what is on God's heart and min.  

These pieces in place, 


made for the dramatic night of calling to be a possibility.

On that night, 


we hear Samuel being called by name.  

Samuel responds to a sleeping Eli, 


saying, “Here I am.”  

We know what Samuel's calling is to be, 


Eli might have a suspicion, 


but may not have connected the dots to think, 



Samuel will be the promised faithful priest of God.  

But Samuel has no clue as to who he is to be.  


He is still working on answering that question.  



He knows no more than where he is, 




here.  


He does not answer, 



“Here I am your faithful servant, 



Here I am the answered prayer of Hannah, 



Here I am the son of Eklah.”  

“Just here I am. 


You called me.”  



Three times.

On the third time, 


Eli realized who might be calling Samuel. 



 He puts the pieces together.  

But what he does is interesting to note.  


He does not come out 



and give Samuel and direct answer to who is calling him.  


He does not give him, 



“Oh, that is the Lord calling 



and you must answer him 



and do what the Lord says!  




You know he is the creator of the universe 





and our true King, 




so follow his every word to the fullest!”  

Instead, 


he gives Samuel words to continue his exploration into who is calling him.  



He gives Samuel space, 



but support to explore this calling on his life.  

A calling that his parents knew and prepared him for, 

set him up for, 


but did not make fully clear to him either.  

Much like my parents did not tell me that they had prayed for me to become a minister 


when I was sick 


and unable to eat as a baby, 



until after I had finished seminary 



and was working on finding my first call.  


They put the pieces into my life 



that enabled me to discover that call, 




taking me to church camp as often as I wanted to go, 



but never said, 




“You need to go, 





because we dedicated you to God.”  


My mom was awfully fast to jump on the reality of me going to seminary, 



but it only made sense later.

Eli gives Samuel the words, 


“Speak, Lord, 



for your servant is listening.”  

Now, Samuel comes close with the words, and says, 


“Speak, 



for your servant is listening.”  


He leaves out the “Lord,” part.  

God, 


in his grace, 



speaks even without the proper title.  

God shares with him the plan for Eli's remaining years.  


And they are tough words.  


Words that condemn the man who has stepped in to raise you, 



who acts as your grandfather.  


He is asked to proclaim the condemnation of his Grandfather figure.  

Samuel naturally wants to avoid doing this.  


He loves Eli.

Eli loves Samuel, 


but Eli also knows what the Lord has also spoken to him.  



He knows that there is sin he has not dealt with 



and that God is in the process of addressing such sin.  

So he again, 


gives Samuel the tools to become the prophet God has called him to.  

He acknowledges that Samuel has hard words to say, 


painful words, 


but asks nonetheless.  

“Do not hide it from me. 


May God deal with you, 


be it ever so severely, 



if you hide from me anything he told you.”  

Eli has torn down the last wall that Samuel was using to protect him.  


That thought, 



“If I don't tell you, 




maybe the bad things can be avoided.”  

He then, 


after hearing the news, 


reaffirms the calling God has placed on his life with the words, 



“He is the Lord; 




let him do what is good in his eyes.” 

In this shepherding of Eli, 


Samuel has discovered part of the answer of, 



“Who am I?” 

Samuel discovers that he is a prophet of God 


and grows into that role 



until it is recognized not just by Eli, 



or the other priests, 




“but all Israel from Dan to Beersheeba.”

As the story is recorded, 


God's grace pops up all over the story.  

From giving Hannah a fertile womb 


to having a humbled Eli mentor Samuel in the ways of the Lord.  

The Triune God provides such resources for us to discover who we are 


and for our youth to discover who they are.  

Part of our call as the church is to follow the model of Eli.  


He prayed for, 


welcomed, 


and built a relationship with Samuel.  

Part of our call 


is to make sure that in that search for “who I am?” 



is rooted in the grace of God.  


Of God doing things we don't deserve, 



so that we can become who we were made to be, 



despite our sin and brokenness.  

Christ has done what is necessary for us to become who we are created to be.  

Our job as the church 


is to help each other see that God's grace 



in his acts of salvation, 



in his calling, 



in making us his children, 




and his co-rulers of the earth 



has given us more than enough answers to 




“Who  am I?”  

So as we each answer that question for ourselves, 


may we add into our profiles, 



“Child of God, 



Redeemed, 



Loved, 



Forgiven, 



co-ruler of the earth, 



Free, 



Holy Spirit filled,” 




and the list goes on.  

But let us realize that most of the things on that list 


are mainly because of God and his grace, 


It is only by the grace of God that we find ourselves in such a position!



The world is not going to tell us, 




nor our children that.



That is the high calling of the Church!
