November 27, 2022            The First Church of West Bridgewater 

Prelude and Hymn Sing                           Rosemary Valentine, Organist
Welcome        

Centering Music                  The Choir
Call to Worship                                                          Deacon Alta Pratt
L: Awaken to a season of anticipation. God is offering peace within and among us. 
P: How good it is to gather in God’s house! God draws us together for this time of worship. 
L: God calls us to celebrate our diversity. Differences shall no longer divide us. 
P: We want to see one another through God’s eyes. We will look for the good in our neighbors.
L: Seek the highest and best for each other. Come to the mountain of God’s love. 
P: We will follow in the paths where God leads. Our ears are open to hear God’s instructions. 
* Hymn          “Jesus Shall Reign Where’er the Sun”          H No. 211 
Lighting the First Advent Candle 
L: Isaiah uttered a hope for world peace and justice.

P: And Jesus uttered the greatest words of hope. We give thanks for all those who have lived and carried hope through the ages to today. May we remember them as we light the candle of HOPE.

(The candle of HOPE is lit)
P: This week, God, we covenant with you and with each other, to spread the light of Hope beyond these doors. Amen.
Scripture                              Psalm 122                                 H No. 705
(Choir sings  cxchoral response . . .Leader reads odd verses. . . congregation reads even verses)
Unison Prayer of Confession: Eternal God, you have brought us to this moment of confrontation. We cannot escape your judgment of our hidden deceits. You know when we are jealous of others. You observe our quarrels with one another. You see how we seek self-gratification rather than the ways you intend for us. We sometimes value our physical desires over our spiritual hungers. Come among us now to turn us toward the paths where you want to lead us.  Amen. 
Assurance              “Turn Your Eyes upon Jesus”             H No. 146

Turn your eyes upon Jesus. Look full in his wonderful face. 
And the things of earth will grow strangely dim, 
in the light of his glory and grace.

Prayer Requests               “Cares Chorus”

I cast all my cares upon you; I lay all my burdens 
down at your feet, and anytime that I don’t know
what to do; I will cast all my cares upon you.
Pastoral Prayer                                                 Pastor Steve Finlan
Silent prayer … Lord’s Prayer…“Eagle’s Wings” (chorus) H No. 385
And God will raise you up on eagle’s wings, bear you on the breath of dawn, make you to shine like the sun, and hold you in the palm of God’s hand.  

Scripture                                 Isaiah 2:2–5              Deacon Alta Pratt
2 In days to come the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established as the highest of the mountains, and shall be raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it. 3 Many peoples shall come and say, “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.” For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 4 He shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples; they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, and their spears into pruning-hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more.

5 O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the Lord!
Scripture                  Matthew 24:36–39                Pastor Steve Finlan
36 “But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 38For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, 39and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the coming of the Son of Man.”
Sermon                      “No One Knows”             Pastor Steve Finlan
* Hymn                  “Canticle of the Turning”                         H No. 88
Thank Offerings 
Invitation                                                                            Alta Pratt, Deacon
Anthem                                                                                                 Choir
*Doxology                                                                                     H No. 563
*Offering Prayer 

* Hymn          “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”               H No. 89
* Benediction
                                                     Church President
L: Let us live honorably as in the day. May we have nothing to hide from God or others.
P: We seek to live in the light of God’s love. We want to be ready when Christ comes.
L: We have been privileged to ascend God’s mountains. We are honored by God’s call to us. 
P: It has been good to meet together in God’s house. It is good to serve together in God’s world.
L: May we carry the peace of God wherever we go. Let us share that peace with all whom we meet. 

P: For the sake of all, we say, “Peace be with you.” To all the world, we promise, “We will seek your good.”   
L: Amen.   
P: Amen.
* Congreg. Response   “God Be with You Till We Meet Again” 

                                                                                                H No. 580
* Postlude                                            Rosemary Valentine, Organist
                                    Love and Prayers List 
	Name
	Relative/Friend Of
	Reason

	All families and friends
	grieving for departed
	loved ones

	All people and families
	who are dealing with
	cancer

	Frederick Baker
	Maria’s son
	Recovery from surgery

	Karen Barstow
	Friend of the church
	Health issues

	Family of Joe Bulu
	Sharon Fenn’s Cousin
	Recently passed

	Bella DuBois
	WB 10th grader
	Bone cancer

	Norman Fenn
	Sharon’s husband
	Upcoming surgeries

	Lynn & Jim Gledhill
	Marion & Bob Leonard’s friends
	Jim – stroke

Lynn – support

	Aidan Glover
	Family friend of the Shea’s
	Grandmother (who raised him) recently passed

	Pedro Henrique
	David Sillars’s friend
	Cancer

	Alta and family of Dot Hunter
	Alta’s sister
	Recently passed

	Bill Jones
	First Church Member
	Heart Attack

	Mary Julius
	Daphne George’s friend
	Cancer

	Marianna Lokshyn’s family
	Nancy Morrison’s relative
	Safety for them in Ukraine

	Lucie Lovell
	Chuck’s wife
	Health concerns

	Joyce Marble
	First Church member
	Lyme Disease

	Jim & Lois McCarthy
	Louise & Bob Chisholm’s friends
	Cancer

	Shane McColgan
	Friend of Barbara Waugh
	Leukemia

	Paul
	Elaine
	Health issues

	Brian Pratt’s Family
	Alta’s nephew
	Recently passed away

	Jase Russell
	Tina & Tom Reed’s friend
	Recovering from Neuroblastoma

	Cynthia Sylvester
	Barbara Waugh’s sister
	Breast cancer

	John Turner
	Husband of Roberta (Ginn)
	Needs Kidney

	People of Ukraine
	We care about them
	For safety

	Sister, Elaine

Friend, Silvia
	Carol Vecchi
	Cancer


Please Put Changes in the Offering Plate
Name: __________________________________________________________________

Friend/Relative of: _________________________________________________________

Reason:__________________________________________________________________

                       THIS WEEK AT THE FIRST CHURCH______
Today     
10:00 A.M.
Service of Word
  First Sunday of Advent  Hope




  Deacon of the Month: Alta Pratt
11:00 A.M.
Fellowship Hour 


Hostesses:Lesley Anderson & Martha Amara 

  
Trades of Hope Shopping Day
Mon., Nov. 28


Office closed 

Tues., Nov. 29
10:00 A.M.
Office open


Wed., Nov. 30


Office closed
 
  6:00 P.M.
Adult Yoga with Kathy Milan 

Thurs., Dec. 1
10:00 A.M.
Office open
10:30 A.M.
Morning Bible Study with Pastor Steve
  2:00 P.M.
Pastor Steve to do Service at Bay Pointe
Fri., Dec. 2
10:00 A.M.
Office open





___________________ ____LOOKING AHEAD_______________
Sun., Dec. 4
10:00 A.M.
Service of Word and Communion 
  Second Sunday of Advent  Peace


                    
  Deacon of the Month: Jenny Williams


11:00 A.M.
Fellowship Hour




  Hostesses: Louise Chisholm & Tina Reed


  1:00 P.M.
Cub Scout Pack 23 until 2:30 p.m.
Mon., Dec. 5


Office closed 

Tues., Dec. 6
10:00 A.M.
Office open


Wed., Dec. 7
  

Office closed


 6:00 P.M.
Adult Yoga with Kathy Milan 

Thurs., Dec. 8
10:00 A.M.
Office open   

10:30 A.M.
Morning Bible Study with Pastor Steve



  7:00 P.M.
Mission & Outreach Howard Lecture

Fri., Dec. 9
10:00 A.M.
Office open__________________________
The Mission and Outreach Committee reminds you to please remember the W.B. Food Pantry. The food items for December are jellies and Christmas desserts. 
The Mission and Outreach Committee will sponsor a Howard Lecture on Thursday, December 8th at 7 p.m. Mark your calendar for an interesting and informative program – more information will be coming.

Christmas Poinsettias must be ordered by Friday, December 9th. Please see Tina Reed or call the church office to place your order. 

Our Christmas Pot Luck Luncheon will be held on Sunday, December 18th and is also a “Meet and Greet.” Please ask family members and friends to join you for Morning Worship and fellowship – to come and meet other First Church members and friends.  An After Fair Sale will be held during that time.

The time is quickly approaching for our Annual Meeting to be held on Sunday, January 22nd.  All committees are responsible for an article for the Annual Report. Articles are due into the office by Tuesday, December 20th and no

later than Friday, December 30th. Any time before these dates is also

acceptable! (
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