Aim: Could one have predicted the outcome of the Civil War?


I. The Election of 1860
· Abraham Lincoln: Republican candidate

· Stephen Douglas: Northern Democrats 

· John C. Breckenridge: Southern Democrats 

· John Bell: Constitutional Union Party

· Lincoln emerged as the winner

· He received no electoral votes form the South

· Lincoln had sectional support

II. Southern Secession
· Southerners feared they lost political power

· South Carolina seceded from the Union in 1860 

· The South wanted preserve the slave labor system 

· Mississippi Florida, Alabama, Georgia, Louisiana, and Texas seceded  in 1861 

III. The Confederacy
· 1861, the secessionist states formed the Confederacy 

· The Confederate Constitution:

· “Protected and recognized” slavery in the territories

· Each state was “sovereign and independent” 

· Jefferson Davis was named President 

· The foundations for the Civil War had been set

