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Swinging of Elbows – Excessive Contact 
 Officials must recognize rough play and quickly take action to limit it.  Excessive actions when 

boxing out, cutting off and screening opponents must be eliminated.  Coaches need to realize that 
rough play will not be tolerated and officials must rule on all infractions when they occur.   

 
4.19.3 SITUATION F: After a rebound, A1, while holding the ball, pivots and A1’s elbow contacts 

B1 above the shoulders.  A1’s elbow is violently and excessively swung at a speed in excess of 
the player’s torso.  RULING:  If the contact is violent or excessive, a flagrant foul shall be called. 
(4-19-2, 4-19-4, 4-27) 

 
SWINGING ARM(S) OR ELBOW(S) 

9.13.1 SITUATION A: The ball has been released on a try or tap for field goal by A1 towards 
A's basket: (a) A2, or (b) B1, excessively swings arm(s) or elbow(s) without contacting an oppo-
nent. The ball goes through the basket. RULING: In (a), the official will sound the whistle imme-
diately for a violation. The ball is dead, the goal is not scored and Team B is awarded a throw-in 
at the spot closest to the violation. In (b), the ball is dead when the try ends. The goal is scored 
and Team A is awarded a throw-in at one of the four designated throw-in spots based on the loca-
tion of the violation relative to the three-point line. (6-7-9 Exception d, 7-5-3a) 

 
9.13.1 SITUATION B: A1 is trapped in the corner by B1 and B2 in Team A's backcourt, who are in 

legal guarding position. In an attempt to create space, A1 rapidly swings arms/elbows while using 
the shoulders as pivots (a) without making contact; (b) making contact with an opponent above 
the shoulders and elbows are moving faster than the body. RULING: In (a), A1 excessively 
swinging arms/elbows without contacting the opponent is a violation. Team B is awarded a throw-
in at one of the four designated spots based on the location of the violation relative to the three-
point line. In (b), this is considered an intentional foul. COMMENT: In (a), Team B will gain 
possession in its front court and therefore inbound the ball from one of the four designated spots 
based on the location of the violation relative to the three-point line. 

 
9.13.2 SITUATION:  A5 catches the ball on a rebound, “chins” the ball and then turns (with the el-

bow at the same speed as the body) to make an outlet pass with the elbow leading the way.  Prior 
to releasing the ball, A1’s elbow contacts B5 above the shoulders.  RULING: Depending on 
whether or not the contact displaces or inhibits the defensive player, this may be ruled incidental 
contact or a player control foul. 
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 DISQUALIFICATION PROCEDURE 
 
2.8.4 SITUATION: Who informs the coach when a player is disqualified on fouls? Ruling: It is recom-

mended that the ruling official be responsible for notification to the coach. The scorer is to indicate to 
that official when a player has committed a fifth foul (personal and technical) or second technical foul. 
The official will immediately notify the coach, the timer and then the player of the disqualification. The 
player is officially disqualified and becomes bench personnel when the coach is notified. Comment: 
Once the coach is notified, the disqualified player becomes bench personnel and any subsequent tech-
nical foul on that disqualified player is also charged indirectly to the head coach. (2-12-5, 4-14, 10-6-2) 

 
2.12.5 SITUATION: A4 commits a fifth foul. The official notifies the coach, then signals the timer 

sound the warning horn and begin the 15-second interval for replacing the player and then notifies the 

player regarding the disqualification. In (a), the required substitute reports within 5 seconds; (b) no sub-

stitute has reported by the end of the 15-second interval. RULING: In (a), the substitute is beckoned 

into the game by the officials and play resumes. In (b), the timer shall signal a warning horn at the be-

ginning of 15 seconds and then sound another horn at the end of the 15-second interval. If a substitute is 

not ready to enter, a technical foul is charged directly to the head coach which results in the loss of the 

coaching box. (10-6-2 Penalty) 

PIAA ITEM OF NOTE: 

Officials with their nose in the rules book may have seen the following when reviewing this year’s rules 
book:  the word “draped” has been grayed out in the basketball rules book on page 22 (2-11-12) as it 
pertains to the official scorer. 

When an inquiry was made to the NFHS basketball rules editor about this change, PIAA was advised 
this was not a rule change and not an editorial change. 

The language in Rule 2-11-12 remains intact as written, including the reference to “draped” was added 
as an option to the rule in addition to wearing the shirt.  

This addition falls under an “other change,” since the rule itself was not modified in any way and thus 
the reason it is shaded. 

When questioned about the word drape, PIAA was advised that the term drape means drape over the 
 table area in front of the official scorer. 
With this ruling, officials are to ensure that if the striped garment is not worn by the official scorer, it 

must be draped over the scorer’s table in front of the official scorer. 
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