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ANDREW: Oh he’s the crazy Simon?

SIMON (shrugs): I'm a married man who worked an honest trade.
ANDREW: Worked an honest trade dishonestly!

SIMON: It’s how I met Jesus. Unexpected roads ...

ANDREW: Gambling? Brawling? That also unexpected?

SIMON: You gambled too!

ANDREW: And I'll never do it again! And if I'm ever tempted, I’ll ask
the Rabbi for help. Certainly won’t do anything selfish ... leave the
group stranded at camp for two days starving, or put Jesus on edge,
make Him snap at the Pharisees who are hunting us down now!

SIMON: He was grieving John’s arrest, and they’re not hunting us
down! You’re so dramatic—
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ANDREW: Word reaches Jerusalem that He claimed the title Son of
Man and Lord of the Sabbath, they’ll hunt Him down, they’ll put Him
away, it could completely ruin all the plans for the sermon, erase all the
momentum we’ve gained! That’s what I'm afraid of!

SIMON: Jerusalem doesn’t even open the mail from Wadi Kelt. Andrew
—this is just fear talking.

ANDREW: I've been at this longer than you. When they decide they
don’t like you, it’s over. John! John might spend his life in prison.
SIMON: Herod arrested John, not the Sanhedrin.

ANDREW: Sanhedrin arrest people all the time!

SIMON: You’re the one who told me He was the Messiah. Am I gonna
have to be the one to remind you now?

ANDREW: The very fact that He’s the Messiah means there’s going to
be trouble. You get it? Maybe even a war.
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SIMON: If you were building an army, would you start with Little
James and Thaddaeus?

ANDREW: Simon—

SIMON: You think He’s drawing up military plans every time He goes
away to desolate places?

ANDREW: He never comes back with anything!

SIMON: You know what? Let’s just fish, all right? Can we?

(They sit back and wait on their respective sides. Andrew staring west,
Simon staring east, when something off-screen turns him ashen. Simon
sees Roman troops in the distance, marching along the eastern shore.
They move toward where Jesus is teaching up on the knoll. No one from
camp notices the soldiers yet, still far off. Simon remains extremely
calm.)
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SIMON: Andrew? My little brother whom I love very much?

ANDREW: What?

SIMON: I need you to take a very long, deep breath. Can you do that?
ANDREW: What? Why?

SIMON: Just please. Ask God to give you peace before—

(Andrew instinctively follows Simon’s eyes. He turns around, ignoring
all the instructions. As he lurches up in panic, Simon exhales and closes
his eyes ... why did he even bother?)
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The Road Less Traveled

There are typically two approaches to peacemaking, neither of which
offers much in the way of actual peace. The first is called “peacefaking,”
wherein a person seeks to avoid conflict by pretending like there isn’t any.
They smile and say they’re fine while they sweep the things they’d rather not
deal with under the nearest rug. Incidentally, swept things don’t go away—
they lie in wait. The second is called “peacebreaking,” wherein a person
seeks to resolve conflict by demanding it be acknowledged and dealt with.
Like, NOW.
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As different as the two approaches seem, they have similar origins:

SELF-protection, SELF-righteousness, and SELF-entitlement—just to
name a few.

Are you sensing a theme?

General twenty-first-century wisdom actually teaches that in order to be
happy, we must first please ourselves, which basically means whatever we
think, feel, or want takes precedence over everything and everyone else. But
the steady decline in our collective mental health, along with the rise of
things like mass shootings, substance abuse, divorce, and suicide, proves that
what the culture has been preaching to us isn’t working. Because while our
focus is on SELF, in the seventh blessing of the SOM, Jesus’s focus was on
peacemaking.

And He gave HIimSELF to do it.
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Your Turn
1. To what extent are you a peacefaker and/or a peacebreaker, and why?
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The Way of Peace

“Lifting up his eyes, then, and seeing that a large crowd was
coming toward him, Jesus said to Philip, ‘Where are we to buy
bread, so that these people may eat?’ He said this to test him,
for he himself knew what he would do. Philip answered him,
‘Two hundred denarii worth of bread would not be enough for

each of them to get a little.’
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One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to
him, ‘There is a boy here who has five barley loaves and two
fish, but what are they for so many?’ Jesus said, ‘Have the
people sit down.” Now there was much grass in the place. So
the men sat down, about five thousand in number. Jesus then
took the loaves, and when he had given thanks, he distributed
them to those who were seated. So also the fish, as much as
they wanted. And when they had eaten their fill, he told his
disciples, ‘Gather up the leftover fragments, that nothing may
be lost.” So they gathered them up and filled twelve baskets
with fragments from the five barley loaves left by those who
had eaten.”

John 6:5-13
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For Bible Nerds
(like us)

‘Who Want

to Know

In his New Testament letter, without explicitly
mentioning the SOM, Jesus's brother James
echoed several of the Beatitudes in the short space
of a few verses:

“But the wisdom from above is first pure, then
peaceable, gentle, open to reason, full of mercy
and good fruits, impartial and sincere. And a

harvest of righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace” (James

3:17-18).
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harvest of righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace” (James
3:17-18).

In this collection of Beatitude characteristics (i.e., purity, mercy, righteousness,
meekness, etc.), James mentioned “peace” three times. In doing so, he used a

phrase for “those who make peace” (poiousin eirenen, v. 18). In the Gospel of
Matthew, Jesus used the compound word “peacemakers” (eirenopoioi, Matt.
5:9; Col. 1:20). Thus, both were talking about peace as a goal, as something that
God's people aim to “make” (poie™). It's important to note here that the subject

is not merely being peaceful, but actually being someone who makes peace—
someone who invests time and energy in working toward peace as a goal.
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Seems like Andrew was pretty good at following Jesus. He was eager and
earnest and easy. He brought his questions and confusion to Jesus—along
with a little boy’s loaves and fish. And it paid off, because Jesus took

what Andrew gave Him and turned it into something big that
fed a bunch of people and also changed the world. But more on that in a
minute because, in spite of the miracles, even a guy like Andrew had to
reconcile himself to a new way of doing things. He had to release his
preconceived notions of what God was like, who He would choose, and how
the kingdom of heaven was going to be established—starting with Jesus’s

followers.
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The disciples were an unconventional lot because Jesus welcomed
everyone, which meant Andrew had to figure out how to get along with a
Roman-sympathizing tax collector and an anti-Roman zealot, not to mention
the large crowds of people that were always hanging around. No doubt he
and the rest of the gang had to put aside their own opinions and feelings in
order to participate in what Jesus was doing and teaching. And Jesus
instructed His followers to make peace—not to fake it or to demand

resolution on their terms, but instead to:
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“For he himself is our peace,
who has made us both one
and has broken down in his

flesh the dividing wall of
hostility by abolishing the law
of commandments expressed
in ordinances, that he might
create in himself one new man
in place of the two, so making
peace, and might reconcile us
both to God in one body
through the cross, thereby
killing the hostility. And he
came and preached peace to
you who were far off and
peace to those who were
near. For through him we
both have access in one Spirit
to the Father.”
Ephesians 2:14-18

a. Be reconciled to one another (Matt. 5:21—
26).

b. Be respectful of the opposite gender and
remain faithful in marriage (Matt. 5:27-32).
c. Keep their word (Matt. 5:33-37).

d. Avoid retaliation (Matt. 5:38-42).

e. Love their enemies (Matt. 5:43-48).

f. Abstain from trying to impress (Matt. 6:1—
8, 16-18).

g. Forgive one another (Matt. 6:9-15).

In other words, peacemaking is really, really
hard! Nevertheless, the degree to which
we make peace with one another
reflects the degree to which we trust
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“And he said to all, ‘If anyone
would come after me, let him
deny himself and take up his
cross daily and follow me. For
whoever would save his life
will lose it, but whoever loses
his life for my sake will save
it
Luke 9:23-24

our Leader, because He tells us to make
peace and because making peace almost always

requires us to give something up—to deny

ourselves like Jesus did when He made peace
with God on our behalf (Matt. 16:24).

No doubt denying himself and obeying
Jesus’s teaching were as counterintuitive for
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“Turn away from evil and do
good; seek peace and pursue
it.”

Psalm 34:14

Andrew as they are for us. But blessed are the
peacemakers, because God’s wisdom actually
preserves our lives, not to mention our
relationships; it keeps us from SELF-
destructing. Blessed are those who seek peace
and pursue it with the very people Jesus died

for (#everyone). And blessed are those who give their wants and needs to the

Savior, because in His hands stuff gets multiplied.
Be it loaves and fish or children of the King.
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For Bible Nerds As any parent of young children can testify, the
temptation to make conflict instead of peace is still

(like us) with us. While adults can be more subtle than

children, the temptation to be less than peaceful
Who Want continues. James specifically confronted his readers

about worldly warring in the church, and he used
the terms “friendship” and “enemy” to do it.

to Know

“What causes quarrels and what causes fights among you? Is it not this, that your
passions are at war within you? You desire and do not have, so you murder. You
covet and cannot obtain, so you fight and quarrel. You do not have, because you
do not ask. You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, to spend it on
your passions. You adulterous people! Do you not know that friendship with the
world is enmity with God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world
makes himself an enemy of God” (James 4:1-4).
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Your Turn
2. Who in your life is difficult to make peace with, and why?
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3. Read the passage below from Philippians and underline some of the ways we can
choose to make peace, paying particular attention to Christ's example at the end of the
passage.
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“Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but
in humility count others more significant than
yourselves. Let each of you look not only to his
own interests, but also to the interests of others.
Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours
in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of
God, did not count equality with God a thing to
be grasped, but emptied himself, by taking the
form of a servant, being born in the likeness of
men. And being found in human form, he
humbled himself by becoming obedient to the
point of death, even death on a cross.”
Philippians 2:3-8
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4. What are some practical ways you can implement these peacemaking tactics today?
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Beautiful Feet

“The wolf shall dwell with the
lamb, and the leopard shall lie
down with the young goat,
and the calf and the lion and
the fattened calf together;
and a little child shall lead
them. The cow and the bear
shall graze; their young shall
lie down together; and the
lion shall eat straw like the ox.
The nursing child shall play
over the hole of the cobra,
and the weaned child shall
put his hand on the adder’s
den. They shall not hurt or
destroy in all my holy
mountain; for the earth shall
be full of the knowledge of

the LORD as the waters cover

the sea.”
Isaiah 11:6-9

“How beautiful upon the mountains are
the feet of him who brings good news,
who publishes peace, who brings good
news of happiness, who publishes
salvation, who says to Zion, ‘Your God

reigns.’”
Isaiah 52:7

Being at peace with God makes it possible to
live in peace with others, because peace is an
overflow of what’s already inside. When Jesus
said that peacemakers would be called sons of
God, He wasn’t talking about the first moment
of salvation, because being a peacemaker isn’t
how we enter into the family of God—that only
happens through faith in Jesus as the One who
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died for our sins and rose again to new life. No,
the Sermon on the Mount isn’t about how we begin new life in Jesus; it’s
about our new identity once we do.
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To be called by a particular name is to be identified as having a particular
characteristic connecting us to something or someone. And one of God’s
many characteristics is that He’s relentlessly loving, which is why He
entered info the story. Our Creator and King sacrificed Himself to save us
from ourselves and to usher in the eternal kingdom of peace. Once we belong
to the kingdom, we’re charged with making peace with others too, knowing
our heavenly Father—the King—loves the very people we sometimes find
ourselves at odds with. We’re representing Him to them.
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And the knowledge of that should change everything. As God’s
peacemaking children, W€ are drawing others to Him, because as
Jesus said: “By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you
have love for one another” (John 13:35). Our love—i.e., our decision to live
in peace as long as it depends on us (Rom. 12:18)—reflects God’s very
nature, thereby showing those around us who He is. Which means
blessed are the feet of the one who brings the good news of
God’s love to others, the one who publishes peace, the one who lives
out God’s kingdom qualities on earth, because not only will others be drawn
to heaven as a result, but we will also have the greatest honor of all:

We will be known as children of God ...

along with all the perks that come with:
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Children of the King are
counted as righteous.

‘Which means you don’t have to feel
shame about your past, or defensiveness in the
present, or anxiousness about the future.
You can let all that go because God has

made the way for peace.
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“But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been
brought near by the blood of Christ. For he himself is our
peace, who has made us both one and has broken down in his
flesh the dividing wall of hostility by abolishing the law of
commandments expressed in ordinances, that he might create
in himself one new man in place of the two, so making peace,
and might reconcile us both to God in one body through the
cross, thereby killing the hostility. And he came and
preached peace to you who were far off and
peace to those who were near. For through him we
both have access in one Spirit to the Father.”
Ephesians 2:13-18
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“And now, little children, abide in him, so that when he
appears we may have confidence and not shrink from him in
shame at his coming. If you know that he is righteous, you

may be sure that everyone who practices

righteousness has been born of him.”
1 John 2:28-29
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“See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we
should be called children of God; and so we are. The reason
why the world does not know us is that it did not know him.

Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we will be has

not yet appeared; but we know that when he appears we

shall be like hlm, because we shall see him as he is. And
everyone who thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is

pure.”
1 John 3:1-3
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Children of the King have an
inheritance waiting in heaven.
You don’t need to fight for what’s yours.
God has already preserved it for you,

thereby ensuring your peace.
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Lesson 7
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“Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who
are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared

for you from the foundation of the world.”»
Matthew 25:34




image38.png
“For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into
fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons [and
daughters], by whom we cry, ‘Abba! Father!’ The Spirit
himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of
God, and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and
fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him in
order that we may also be glorified with him.”
Romans 8:15-17
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“Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for
men, knowing that from the Lord you will receive
the inheritance as your reward. You are serving the
Lord Christ.”

Colossians 3:23-24
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“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!
According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born
again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ
from the dead, to an inheritance that is imperishable,
undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you,
who by God’s power are being guarded through faith for a
salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.”

1 Peter 1:3-5
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Children of the King
are permanently established.

You never have to feel insecure or unsure or
uncared for. God has firmly established you.
You need only abide in His peace.
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“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the
government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be
called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father,
Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government and of
peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over his

kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with

justice and with righteousness from this time
forth and forevermore.”
Isaiah 9:6-7
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“For I know the plans I have for you, declares the LORD,
plans for welfare and not for evil, tO giVC you a future

and a hope.”
Jeremiah 29:11




image44.png
“But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he

gave the right to become children of God, who were born, not

of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the
will of man, but of God.”
John 1:12-13
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“And we know that for those who love God all things work

together for gOOd, for those who are called according to his
purpose.”
Romans 8:28
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Your Turn
5. In light of the preceding verses, describe God’s favor toward peacemakers.
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Andrew, Brother of Simon Peter

Growing up in Bethsaida on the Sea of Galilee as
brother of Simon Peter, Andrew was involved in the
family’s fishing business (Matt. 4:18-20; Mark 1:16—
17). He'd been a disciple of John the Baptist before
deciding to follow Jesus (John 1:35-40), and he is
credited with quickly recruiting his brother Simon
Peter to follow as well (vv. 41-42). At some point,
Andrew and Simon Peter relocated to nearby
Capernaum on the Sea of Galilee, which became the
headquarters for Jesus’s ministry (Mark 1:29; 2:1).
Andrew appears to have been a positive, can-do kind
of guy who made himself and his resources available
to Jesus (like the fish and loaves at the feeding of the
five thousand in John 6:8-9) and who was very
approachable (John 12:20-22).
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6. How would shifting focus from yourself to God enable you to live more peaceably
with others? Be specific.
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7. Reread the verse below and do an honest self-check. By God's grace, who are you
loving well? Who do you need to love differently and in what way(s)?

“By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have
love for one another.”
John 13:35
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8. Jesus didn‘t always “keep the peace.” He often found Himself at odds with those who
opposed His mission. But there’s a difference between extending peace toward others and
their refusal to accept peace (Rom. 12:16-18). According to James 1:5, where does wisdom
to know the difference come from?
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EXT. DISCIPLES’ CAMP (DUSK)

(The disciples—everyone except Philip, Andrew, Thaddaeus, and Little
James—are scattered about, slowly preparing for bed, clearly dejected.
Zee and Simon are on opposite ends, standing guard. Suddenly, Zee'’s
eyes widen as he looks into a clearing outside the camp—

ZEE'’S POV—It’s Jesus, clearly in intense prayer as He paces.)

ZEE: He’s back!

(Everyone reacts quickly. Zee hustles through the clearing toward
Jesus.)
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ZEE (CONT’D): Teacher! Are You hurt? What happened?
(Jesus stops praying, turns.)

JESUS: Ah, I suppose I should not be surprised YOU would spot me.
(The others arrive in spurts. Mary Mother hugs Jesus.)
JESUS (CONT’D): Hi, Eema.

NATHANAEL: Rabbi, are You safe?

SIMON: Did anyone follow You?

JESUS: Yes, I'm safe. And they just wanted to talk.
(Matthew smiles big, a rare sight.)

MATTHEW: I’'m very happy.

(Jesus chuckles.)

JESUS: I'm glad, Matthew.

SIMON: Just talk?
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JESUS: Quintus wanted to talk, yes, but the Romans, they don’t find Me
much of a threat, which is fine.

ZEE (aside): Hopefully that’ll change soon.

JOHN: So what were You doing out there?

JESUS: Praying, John. Remember, there’s a big event to prepare for.
BIG JAMES: Rabbi, with all due respect, You couldn’t have told us that
You were back first? You were grabbed by Roman soldiers with
weapons; we were all worried sick.

JESUS: Did I not tell you that I would be back, and to keep
planning? ... You all are going to have to learn how to do this regardless
of what’s happening, good or bad. Things are only going to get more
difficult; you can’t just shut down when you’re fearful. And what are
you going to do when I’m no longer here?
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JOHN: Yes, we are still figuring this out.

SIMON: Yes, but we can do better—we will do better.

JOHN: Rabbi, Philip said the Baptizer gave his followers a prayer in
addition to the daily traditional prayers. Perhaps You could do the
same?

BIG JAMES: Yes, I'd like to learn more about what You’re saying when
You’re out alone.

JESUS: Now, now you are behaving like true students, this is what I
like to see. And prayer is the first step in getting the mind and the heart
right; it’s why you see Me go to it so often.

SIMON: So teach us to pray like You do ... please.

JESUS: When we pray, we want to be sure to first start with
acknowledging our Father in heaven, and His greatness. So you can say,
“Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name.” And we always want to
be sure to do God’s will, and not our own. So we say, “Your kingdom

come, Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven ...”
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Prayer Focus

Talk to God about peace and peacemaking, and thank Him for providing it
through the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus. Ask Him to help you lean
into His peace in your own life. Commit yourself to being an instrument in
His hands, and ask Him to give you the necessary wisdom and fortitude to do
what He’s asking you to do—no matter how others may respond—knowing

that ultimately peace is a characteristic of God’s children.
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Sample Prayer
Dear heavenly Father,

Thank You for creating peace in my
life by sending Your Son Jesus to rescue
me from sin. | acknowledge that it's a gift from
You and that it cost You dearly. | confess | don't
always let Your peace rule in my heart, so please
help me with that. Help me trust You so much that
I’'m willing to work toward peace with others—even
when it might cost me something. | want to be a
tool in Your hands for making peace. So help me
recognize the opportunities You provide, and
grant me Your Spirit’s wisdom and power
to work toward peace as Your child.

Amen.
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Andrew is mentioned once in Acts, and ancient tradition reports that his
ministry after Acts was in places like Achaia (Greece), Anatolia (a region of
modern Turkey), and Macedonia, with a trip to Scythia (a region of modern
Ukraine and Russia), where God utilized him to rescue Matthias from cannibals.
Hippolytus reported that Andrew was crucified on an olive tree at Patras, a town
in Achaia (ca. AD 70). Tradition suggests it was an X-shaped cross (a “saltire”).
Andrew’s bones are thought to have been relocated in the fourth century to
Scotland, and the eighth-century King Hungus of the Picts is said to have won a
promised victory in battle under a saltire symbol in the sky. Thus, Andrew has
been the patron saint of Scotland ever since.
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Lesson 7

THE PEACEMAKERS
and what they pursue

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons [and daughters] of God.”
Matthew 5:9
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EXT. SEA OF GALILEE (DAY)

(The brothers fish.)

SIMON: Like old times, huh?

ANDREW: As you said, no one ever has to guess what’s going on in
your head.

SIMON: There’s nothing in my head. This? It’s in our bones ... don’t
have to think.

ANDREW: Must be nice, having nothing in your head.

SIMON: Don’t be smart, it’s just a saying.

ANDREW: That was true when you plucked the head of grain at Wadi
Kelt.

SIMON: Everybody did that! Except ... Mary.

ANDREW: She’d already done her part.

SIMON: You think you’re never gonna make another mistake in your
life?
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ANDREW: She was gone for days!

SIMON: Two. Don’t exaggerate.

ANDREW: Me not to exagg—are you telling me not to exaggerate?
That’s—WOW.

SIMON: Look—she went through something horrible and terrifying,
and she dealt with it the best way she knew how.

ANDREW: She should’ve gone to Jesus.

SIMON: She knows that now! If you remember, Jesus was disarming
crazy Simon of his dagger.




