When preparing for an event, 


it helps to run through various scenarios to be ready for the big day.  SLIDE
Like for a wedding, 


we talk about what to do if the ring bearer or flower girl can't stand still, 


what needs to be done if someone is crying,


or what ever other situations seem possible 



from the premarriage counseling and family dynamics.  

Running through these various ways of the event happening 


helps everyone be ready 


and know what to look for and expect during the event.

For Lent, 


we are going to be looking at the various ways in which God the Father 



prepared us 


so that we were ready for the event 



that all others are leading to, SLIDE

Jesus' death 



and then resurrection. SLIDE
Just as last weeks Day of Atonement prepared us to hear what was happening, 


so do these multiple situations 



where a father watches his son die.  

None of them perfectly 

or fully illustrate what Jesus did, 


but they give us some of the issues at play 



that both the father 



and the son are experiencing.

We start today with God's first son, SLIDE

Adam.  

We will look at Abraham and Isaac, 


Jacob and Joseph, 



Aaron and his sons, 


and finally King David and his sons. 

As 1 Corinthians 15 points out, SLIDE

Adam's death sends us in a direction 


that Jesus' life then reverses many aspects of.  

But first we need to understand what those issues were. 

I know we have hit on these stories from Genesis 1-3 frequently, SLIDE

but they give the setting and problem of the rest of scripture.  

The death of Adam 


is one that the Father wanted to avoid.  SLIDE


He gave a warning



He told the consequence.

There are all kinds of reasons why Yahweh didn't want Adam to die.  


But it wasn't because everything was perfect.  SLIDE


It was very good


There was work to still do to bring about perfection.  



That is why we were called to rule or steward the land and animals.  

But the main thing that wasn't present in this phase SLIDE

was death.

Speculation abounds about this reality, 


because of context clues in these chapters.  SLIDE
There is the tree of life in the garden, 


which Revelation tells us 



in the new heaven we will be eating from.  

Yet in Genesis, SLIDE

God removes Adam and Eve from the garden, 



so that they won't eat of it 



now that they have eaten the forbidden fruit 




and are in a broken state with God, 




the world, 




and each other.  


So the thinking goes, SLIDE


if they would have eaten the fruit, 




they would have stayed broken forever.  

Once Jesus redeems us, 


we can eat the fruit again.

The plot thickens 


when we look at the what God said about eating 



from the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil.  

He warned them that SLIDE

“when you eat of it 



you will surely die.”  
We at the same time 


know from Genesis 5:5 that SLIDE


“Altogether, Adam lived 930 years, 




and then he died.”  


Well over 800 of those years were outside of the garden.  
So two lines of speculation proceed.  SLIDE

One is that Adam, 



in eating the fruit experienced spiritual death, 




as his sudden awareness of his nakedness and wrong doing 





broke the relationship between him and Yahweh.  




Soon after that, 





his connection with the earth and Eve also experienced death.  

We can see the immediate Spiritual death in the text SLIDE

as they are blaming each other 


and a curse falls upon both of them.

Those who uphold Scripture infallibility struggle here, 


because God seems to have lied.  



Spiritual death seems a weak copout.  

It says, SLIDE

“for when you eat of it 

you will surely die.  

The english text seems to imply 


an immediate cause and effect.  

Notice I said the english text, 


not the Hebrew text.  SLIDE
The Hebrew phrase is used elsewhere, 


like after the first visit to the promised land 



and no one trusted Joshua and Caleb.  

Yahweh told the people in Numbers 26:14 SLIDE

that they would die in the desert.  

After a second census, 


40 years later in Numbers 26:65 


we hear the phrase from Genesis, SLIDE


“For the Lord had told those Israelites 




they would surely die in the desert, 



and not one of them was left 




except Caleb son of Jephunneh 




and Joshua son of Nun.” 
Here we find 


“they shall surely die” 



(literally, dying they shall die). 

These are the same Hebrew verbs 


and the same grammatical construction as in Genesis 2:17.  

They didn't immediately die in the desert,


but over the next 40 years 



all of them met their death.  

We are left to decide SLIDE

whether Adam would have ever died 



if he never ate from the tree.  

There are lots of signs saying he wouldn't have.  


But no direct quote saying, 



“Adam would never have died.”

If we look at our overarching question 


of what this story wants to tell us about a Father facing  a son's death, 



there is much to unpack.  

First and foremost SLIDE

is the reality that God our Father, 


like all human parents, 



never wants their children to die.  

In creating Adam and Eve in his image, SLIDE

part of that is the ability to dwell with eternal life.  

As I said on Wednesday, 


only humans were given that privilege out of all earthly creatures.  


We were created to dwell for eternity with our Father.  

In our rushed desire to be like our father, 


we made that reality impossible.  SLIDE
So come Good Friday and Easter Sunday, 


we should not be surprised 


that Jesus' death created a way for us to be with our Father for all eternity.  

This has been an issue since the first death.

Adam's choice SLIDE

also brought the reality of death into our world.  



Both Spiritual and Physical.  

So  come Easter, 


we should not be shocked to hear 



that Jesus' death occurs in such a way SLIDE



that death has lost its sting.   

In Adam's death, 


the sting was there.  

The son who was to live forever 


is suddenly going to die.  

There is the first sting of the broken spiritual relationship 


and the later sting of the physical death.
Spiritual death is played out in the scenes that follow 


after the consumption of the fruit.  

A new reality is present, SLIDE

that of shame and fear.  

Shame occurs SLIDE

when they realize they are naked 



and think that they shouldn't be.  


Fig leaves ensue.  

Do you hear how wrong this is 


and realize how much we do it today?  

They are ashamed of the way God placed them in the world, 


the way God created them.  

It isn't enough, 


they need more.  

They think a couple of 9x9” leaves will be enough.  

The Father already shows his mercy SLIDE

in preparing animal skins for them.  

The first sacrifice made, 


so that they can be right with God.  

Another innocent creature dies, 


so that we can be free of our shame before God.

Fear is on display in verse 8, the next sentence 


as God calls their names.  SLIDE
They immediately hide because, 


and these are Adam's words, 

“I heard you in the garden, 


and I was afraid 



because I was naked; 


so I hid.”  

Adam's spiritual death 


brings in a new reality 



that we begin to fear God 



and it grows throughout our life.  
Did you realize you were created without fear?  SLIDE
Your first 6-9 months of life, 


your are fearless.  

You cry because you are hungry, tired, or have a soiled bottom, 


but that is communication.  SLIDE
Part of the reason we hear the variations of  "do not be afraid," 


like "fear not," 


"be not afraid," 


and "do not be dismayed" over and over in scripture is, 



we were not created to fear God as his image bearers.  

This first death brought that reality to us.

As Adam and Eve step out of the Garden, SLIDE

we see that this spiritual death has barred God's presence from us. 

We know this to be true of death, 


do we not.  

Our presence with the ones we love 


is not as full as it once was.  

A common sentiment we will sometimes speak is, SLIDE

“I would give anything to have them back.”  

That thought and feeling 


is exactly where our Heavenly Father stands.  

He would give anything to have us back with him.  


Amazingly 



even his own Son.

In this moment in Genesis, 


we don't see Adam and Eve falling.  SLIDE

We see them failing to realize a possibility.  

This failure will cost both the Father 


and his children pain.  

As we move on through this season of Lent, 


we will look at more cases of God 



preparing us to live in a world where we do reach our destiny.  


Where we choose the greater good 



instead of the lesser good every time.  
But this introduction to the problem 


and the depths of it, 

give us a greater insight SLIDE

into what the Father was solving, 



when he offered up his only begotten son 


as a way to “harness our wayward acts 



to the fulfillment of a good purpose.”  
That purpose being living with us SLIDE

in a reality where death has no sting, 


shame and fear are no more, 


and God giving us his everything 



in Jesus of Nazareth 


to have us back with him in Spiritual and Physical life. 

May we realize that is our destiny 


and live in obedient response to our Father's original intentions for us.
beyôm (בְּיוֹם), in that day

1 corinthians 15:22 22 For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive
