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Locally Owned | Vol uml,ssue 3¢

Ted Bubt IBawp h Meri dian Street theater overflows with big sc

New Home Chicago!

Hol |l ywood Fil mworks Plans Wi ndy Cit

by Scott Ol son

Hol |l ywood Bar & Fil mworks CEO Ted Bulthaup i s
to suburban Chicago while he mulls the future
With the backing of about 20 influenti al I nv
Dan Laikin to David Letterman's | awyer ReDakd
cinema in Woodridge, [ I I by Chri st mas.
Called Holl ywood Blvd Cinema, the hall way to
court paint with center stripes, old parking
wood Boulevard in California |ine the edges,
from classic films filling the walls similar
uni quely themed d®cor ranging from Chinese to
The stvgnonre investment represents the first
chain of 10 or more simil ardryeda hleanzat itdresat aerre

Page 1 See HOLLYWOOD page 5A
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"Everybody really sees "T@&ad'ss aas g@o& | mead suinko"
t he-yeerd d Bulthaup saideX'pWP$ih0rt hies e Clyiycyasgo i s
and the money they've gVY)et Veydafdade | PheolyhBpP it
withal to do pretty much g\AJhatbee\F@PseveWQvearht't" co

ions avali e for $3
Il n the meanti me, Bulthﬂnlep poslletaS/@ aMecI”dfbosaHroew
devel oped 130 year ol diwatbéaouwsmbeSosut hl Meave ¢
ridian Street | ocation haxaglireds ¢fn ereapirl edr yodm

DePaul University grad farndddef ocroegenNt®mc&® rftonpi &¢
moter opened Hollywood SPRC¢Q%91 DOWRtqwyn Wi by ne
expansion of the theaténren'i’n pleé)éjge%%[ﬁetaﬁwﬂwBR/}ée
from showing srewccrond i trn7s g&)gay to par

. t ht d
hel ped t he |ndebpae‘rredsetratur%a|[ .ngeve$hen|lrgstzur:r?1

stay profitable. and my theater are empty
Il n recent years Bulthaunp?,a\rahgfﬂe Pirne $ih@é& AP b reb sy
| ocal restaur ant assocY'a®%-on, has become a
vocal critic of the high woedrti dgalr Kby dgc ornfptag $
cl ai ms are keeping patirmgn sHof I pywo ofdr 8@ u b @t a rndg,
downt own establishmentBasdmoriengt haOonls ddd® free
Fieldhouse events. He Aedt i Palttenda ulpi s air @.v ennuneu
and many of his neighbod stMiViege re@diver et bhpea2m
percent to 30 percent W39 4icied I EWESt falFiagadbhoy sSel
opened in 1999. by affluent nei ghbors |
Grove.
"l would |l ove to be headquartthered int_lndtlanaﬁolis
Bul thaup said. " AIlI my |nvestorsp af % 'hrgar"e(?sb,u? OF
. , . tickets a week at his ney
depends on city policy. .
i n annual profit, a task
The city has instituted asthaanndd fnigl oof hd hse ahpeeard . p'a rHk
changes in the past few peas$steacd, Deaprud y t Mayoat
Mel ina Kennedy. On fiel dhbowayedevanvtesnioghht $o0 papkc
ing prices for city and Capital | mprovement Boar c
ehwouldn t |l et ygu ay
owned | ots near the venue . avedbeen cut fo $ D
and parking 1is availabl e 2% "% e {BSCFPAf(r)orobof Mcheor
house garage for $2. On (R/Irer‘la%llliglﬁt%grete , Fktc‘_tc{)ngr
$3 to park in the Union étyatlo e%|a§agoene/voon|o e'vmrrln?
. &1 N9 I ave ever known,
ni ght s, Kennedy said. Bult aurﬁ) rebuts saying a
handful of spéceées ;Iuetjdbesn
Bulthaup cited the downtofwn exodtu 8 faCseurlnc(':'dhntsn'1asls'\|u
retail businesses as Bren ei f’]LuI gagvee,draslt(()ertoBrltotonn-
ers and ReisNichols as exaumpleasu o> A e cit'ys'_salwayc‘
Leag.r Chandl er & Mkllar
l uster support for |ndependent enterpri.s enne
ment I s no smal/l feat gi\

di sagreed.
ital climate.



"lt's a true testamend. tlo aPed oaald rmy sc ocnocnecpetpta s
"The big theaters have ciledus$y® h.ad wh ord ®u gthisfefoeardel
these | ast several years.mak®ed addd thies dddrfcaerpftncaar.

strong enough to persever.,e.l_throu§h aproQ/ ntl'%arta.Ck
Maj or theater chains sucheasieUnihtagd fAort i mansy The®dp
tres, Gener al Ci nemas, RegadssCiuhe ma£!l menrdger s a
Loews Cinepl ex Entertai nfmegnegnhiazvee oglplor expeéetiy- an
enced financial difficul tfireusi.ti on in a venue the
Gener al Cinemas had operlnatne dL atitké nsi &an stchrereni nv e:
complex, but it has beenlLampsed forLotweAn@aslteg,hrs
year s. Bulthaup will | eBauslet hfawem meayl | copat &t ob s
in Woodridge. In 1999, Betwkawuptbackedpaontesf a
a partnership with RegaIBugt%emashgs abllrr'enagdgh'ssper
Hol |l ywood concept to 94 w ompany',s_ un r
. 0.0 I’Idg% ttheater, h
performing t heaters after d%0| |ng e co%ldn t
. . t wo ome s n th Chicago
operate in their corpbdr at e cultulre. T ey \Aren
. ber a é’ ace to stay. H
entrepreneurial, they are i n th exhllﬁl.tl?n i ndus
. . . . |l oyees with i m rom AT T
j ust putting moving pictures on sgreens. Li ke
. . i'ncl ud,i ng i s two grown <
most, there is |ittle concern for the overall cus

er experience.
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As a | atter day movie palace
afficionado, | Ted Bulthaup

| i kes to surround big screens
with their own personalities.

Once a promoter fjlor comedians 1|i ke
Steve Martin and rock groups such as Chelap
Trick and Styx, Bult up | aunched, with |he
from investor s, HoII-/ood Bar & Fil mwor kis
i n I ndianapolis in 1 1 and Holl ywood Bl|vd
Cinema in Woodridge, I 1| , hot far from
Chicago in 2003.

After a shaky stajrt during the early
ddays of the war injlraq, the IIIlinois tlhe
doifgpgngbsséeness, said Bulthaup,
who worked hours that would scare an i nsjom
niac to get the theater up and running.

Héd | tell GZocaohei deeshi m-
self a huge movie buff. But he knows whiat
takes to get audiences in the door. Folod
actagHdovi e themed names, such as Lord
of the Onion Rings or Porta Bella Lugosi|,
dri nks, del i vered b servers casual L ndli v
seating, and d®cor that speci ficall t a
so as to each auditoao k

Hi s approach has
Restaur ant Busi ness ur
for the restaurant i e d
Bul tat@pmfdi | mMm oper at
top 10 best new cong
has al so receiveSer
Excell ence Award and
Chamber ofé CBImumer Ctlei : \ .
prise Award for entrfie A U
s hun & utnhkee r  defn tlaal rigt el Mo er— .
theater chains wher &NEH Y HESHNISNNG ¥ & dzZNk ¢ 3R
wall s, neat r ows oft%?%@@%@l%sygé@¥,fggé§é
T P e el hEr T ad R by
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