7Abraham ran to the herd, and took a calf, tender and good, and gave it to the servant, who hastened to prepare it. 8Then he took curds and milk and the calf that he had prepared and set it before them; and he stood by them under the tree while they ate.9 They said to him, “Where is your wife Sarah?” And he said, “There, in the tent.” 10Then one said, “I will surely return to you in due season, and your wife Sarah shall have a son.” 

Sermon              “Hospitality”                    Pastor Steve Finlan 

* Hymn          “God Made from One Blood”            H No. 291
Thank Offerings

  Invitation                                                                  Jean Upton, Deacon 
  Anthem                                                                                  Choir

 *Doxology                                                                        H No. 563
*Offering Prayer
* Hymn               “The Gift of Love”                        H No. 292
* Benediction
                              First Church President

L: Choose this day a life of listening and trusting. Let God have first place on your daily agenda.

P: We will give ear to promptings of the Spirit. We seek to hear God’s teachings and warnings.

L: Let your faith be evidenced in all your dealings. Share humbly and caringly the hope that is in you.

P: We believe others can hear the Word of God through us. We will be careful to represent the gospel faithfully.

L: You have chosen well. Give thanks each day for God’s blessing.

P: Thanks be to God for both comfort and judgment. Amen. 

* Congregation. Response  “Halle, Halle, Hallelujah”    H 571 
* Postlude                                              Rosemary Valentine, Organist
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Gathering Songs                              Rosemary Valentine, Organist

Welcome        
Centering Music            “Sanctuary”                      H No. 555
Choral Response                   
Call to Worship                                     Jean Upton, Deacon
L: Come, people of faith, trusting God’s steadfast love. Take refuge in the eternal presence.
P: We want to acknowledge God first in our lives. We seek to rely on a power beyond ourselves.
L: Gather in silent awe before the source of all things. Climb God’s holy hill, giving thanks.
P: It is not easy to have faith in one we do not know. 
L: Know that Christ is the image of the invisible God, the one in whom the fullness of God was pleased to dwell. 
P: We are the body of Christ, seeking to live faithfully. 
* Hymn      “From All that Dwell below the Skies”     H No. 36
Lighting the Chalice 

Unitarian Universalist Principle               Jean Upton, Deacon

We light this candle to honor wisdom from the world’s religions, wisdom that inspires us in our ethical and spiritual life. 

Quoting Unitarian thinker W. E. Channing        Pastor Finlan

“Were the Bible written in a language and style of its own, did it consist of words which admit but a single sense, and of sentences wholly detached from each other . . . we could not reason about it as about other writings. But such a book would be of little worth. . . . The word of God has infinite connections and dependences; each proposition is linked with others. . . . Nothing stands alone. . . . We feel it our bounden duty to exercise our reason upon it perpetually, to compare, to infer, to look beyond the letter to the spirit.” Works, p. 368
Time of Reconciliation
  Invitation           “Create in Me a Clean Heart”        H No. 414
  Scripture                      Amos 8:4–6, 11–12
4 Hear this, you that trample on the needy,
and bring to ruin the poor of the land, 

5 saying, “When will the new moon be over so that we may sell grain; 
     and the Sabbath, so that we may offer wheat for sale?

We will make the ephah small and the shekel great,
and practice deceit with false balances, 

6 buying the poor for silver and the needy for a pair of sandals. . . .” 

11 The time is surely coming, says the Lord God,
  when I will send a famine on the land; not a famine of 

  bread, or a thirst for water, but a famine of hearing 


the words of the Lord. 
12 They shall wander from sea to sea, and from north 
  to east; they shall run to and fro, seeking 

the word of the Lord, but they shall not find it. 
Unison Prayer of Confession: Take away our distractions, O God, so we may see your expectation of us. We realize that our busy striving after things has dulled our awareness of you. The ways that we have sought fulfillment are not always the best, and our material successes may be spiritual failures. O God, we want to find our hope in the gospel. Help us, we pray.  Amen.
Assurance         “Turn Your Eyes upon Jesus”        H No. 146
Turn your eyes upon Jesus. Look full in his wonderful face. And the things of earth will grow strangely dim, in the light of his glory and grace.

Scripture                    Psalm 15                             H No. 596
(Choir sings choral response . . .Leader reads odd verses. . . congregation reads even verses)
Prayer Requests                  “Cares Chorus”
I cast all my cares upon you; I lay all my burdens down at your feet and anytime that I don’t know what to do; I will cast all my cares upon you.

Prayer by pastor and by members of the congregation.
Silent prayer…  Lord’s Prayer…
“Eagle’s Wings” (chorus) H No. 385
And God will raise you up on eagle’s wings, bear you on the breath of dawn, make you to shine like the sun, and hold you in the palm of God’s hand.

  Scripture                       Genesis 18:1–10
The Lord appeared to Abraham by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at the entrance of his tent in the heat of the day. 2He looked up and saw three men standing near him. When he saw them, he ran from the tent entrance to meet them, and bowed down to the ground. 3He said, “My lord, if I find favor with you, do not pass by your servant. 4Let a little water be brought, and wash your feet, and rest yourselves under the tree. 5Let me bring a little bread, that you may refresh yourselves, and after that you may pass on—since you have come to your servant.” So they said, “Do as you have said.” 6And Abraham hastened into the tent to Sarah, and said, “Make ready quickly three measures of choice flour, knead it, and make cakes.” 

