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“Give the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven;
then come, follow me” Mark 10.21
Prelude

Welcome

In today’s gospel a rich man approaches Jesus and asks how to inherit eternal life. Jesus tells him to
sell what he owns, give the money to the poor, and follow. Jesus will accept nothing less than our
very selves. Like the rich man, we too are left defenseless and grieving by Jesus’ radical call to leave
behind and give away what we count on for our own security. Jesus wants you, and Jesus gazes
upon you in love, even as he calls you to leave behind your false sources of security.

Prayer

Call to Worship:

This is the day the Lord has made,

Let us be glad and rejoice in it!

Create in me a clean heart, O God,

and sustain me with your Holy Spirit.

Bless us as we hear your word.

Make us hunger for the Word of life, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
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Time for Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God,

whose teaching is life,

whose presence is sure,

and whose love is endless. Amen.

Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heatrt.
Silence is kept for reflection.

God our comforter:

like lost sheep, we have gone astray.

We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity.

We turn our faces away from injustice and oppression.

We exploit the earth with our apathy and greed.

Free us from our sin, gracious God.

Listen when we call out to you for help.

Lead us by your love to love our neighbors as ourselves. Amen.

All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.

By the gift of grace in Christ Jesus, God makes you righteous.
Receive with glad hearts the forgiveness of all your sins.

You are forgiven and loved into abundant life.

you are forgiven and loved into abundant life. Amen.
Your Word, O Lord, Is Gentle Dew
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1 Your word, O Lord, is gen - Ue dew o suf - f’ring
2 Your word is like a  flam - ing sword, a  sharp and
3 Your word, a won - drous star, sup - plies true guid - ance
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hearts that want it; oh, shed your heav’n-ly balm a - new, to all  your
might -y ar - row, a wedge that cleaves the rock; that word can pierce through
when we need it; it points to Christ and so makes wise all sim - ple
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gar - den grant it; re-freshed by you, may ev-'ry tree bud forth and
heart and mar - row. Oh, send it forth o’er all the earth, to purge un -
hearts that heed it; let not its light e’er sink in night, but keep it
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blos - som  gai - ly and fruit and seed bring dai - ly.
righ-teous leav - en and cleanse all hearts for heav - en.
bright-1ly burn - ing, and fill our deep - est yearn - ing.

Text: Carl B. Garve, 1763-1841; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1829-1878, alt.
Music: AT HIMLENS, Koralpsalmboken, Stockholm, 1697



May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Prayer of the day: Almighty and ever-living God, increase in us your gift of faith, that,
forsaking what lies behind and reaching out to what lies ahead, we may follow the way
of your commandments and receive the crown of everlasting joy, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen

The Word

Children’s Moment

First Reading: Amos 5:6-7, 10-15
®Seek the LorD and live,
or he will break out against the house of Joseph like fire,
and it will devour Bethel, with no one to quench it.
’Ah, you that turn justice to wormwood,
and bring righteousness to the ground!

10They hate the one who reproves in the gate,
and they abhor the one who speaks the truth.

1Therefore because you trample on the poor
and take from them levies of grain,

you have built houses of hewn stone,
but you shall not live in them;

you have planted pleasant vineyards,
but you shall not drink their wine.

12For | know how many are your transgressions,
and how great are your sins—

you who afflict the righteous, who take a bribe,
and push aside the needy in the gate.

BTherefore the prudent will keep silent in such a time;
for it is an evil time.

14Seek good and not evil,
that you may live;

and so the LoRD, the God of hosts, will be with you,
just as you have said.

BHate evil and love good,
and establish justice in the gate;

it may be that the LoRD, the God of hosts,
will be gracious to the remnant of Joseph.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!



Psalm 90:12-17

1250 teach us to number our days
that we may apply our hearts to wisdom.

BBReturn, O Lorp; how long will you tarry?
Be gracious !to your servants.

1satisfy us by your steadfast love in the morning;
so shall we rejoice and be glad all our days.

BMake us glad as many days as you afflicted us
and as many years as we suffered adversity.

18Show your servants your works,
and your splendor to their children.

"May the graciousness of the Lord our God be upon us;
prosper the work of our hands; prosper our handiwork.

Gospel Greeting: (sing it out!)
Al-le-lu--ia, Al-le--lu--ia,
Al-le-lu--ia, Al-le--lu--ia!

Gospel: Mark 10:17-31

17As [Jesus] was setting out on a journey, a man ran up and knelt before him, and asked him, “Good
Teacher, what must | do to inherit eternal life?” 8Jesus said to him, “Why do you call me good? No
one is good but God alone. ®You know the commandments: “You shall not murder; You shall not
commit adultery; You shall not steal; You shall not bear false witness; You shall not defraud; Honor
your father and mother.”” 2°He said to him, “Teacher, | have kept all these since my youth.” 2*Jesus,
looking at him, loved him and said, “You lack one thing; go, sell what you own, and give the money to
the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.” ??When he heard this, he was
shocked and went away grieving, for he had many possessions.

23Then Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How hard it will be for those who have
wealth to enter the kingdom of God!” 2*And the disciples were perplexed at these words. But Jesus
said to them again, “Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God! #°It is easier for a camel to
go through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.” 2They
were greatly astounded and said to one another, “Then who can be saved?” ?’Jesus looked at them
and said, “For mortals it is impossible, but not for God; for God all things are possible.”

28Peter began to say to him, “Look, we have left everything and followed you.” 2°Jesus said, “Truly
| tell you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or
fields, for my sake and for the sake of the good news, 2°who will not receive a hundredfold now in this
age—houses, brothers and sisters, mothers and children, and fields, with persecutions—and in the
age to come eternal life. 31 But many who are first will be last, and the last will be first.”

This is the Gospel of the Lord! Praise to you O Christ!

Gospel Greeting ( sing it out!)
Al-le-lu-ia, Al-le-lu-ia. Al-le-lu-ia, Al-le-lu-ia!
Message



God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending
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1 God, whose giv-ing knows no end-ing, from your rich and end - less store:
2 Skills and time are ours for press-ing toward the goals of Christ, your Son:
3 Trea- sure, too, you have en-trust-ed, gain through pow’rs your grace con-ferred;
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na-ture’s won-der, Je - sus’ wis-dom, cost-ly cross, grave’s shat - tered door,
all at peace in health and free-dom, rac - es joined, the church made one.
ours to use for home and kin-dred,and to spread the
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gift-ed by you, we turn to you, of-f’ring up  our - selves in praise;
Now di - rect our dai -ly la-bor, lest we strive for self a - lone;
O - pen wide our hands in shar-ing, as we heed Christ’s age-less call,
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thank-ful song shall rise for - ev - er, gra-cious do - nor

of our days.
born with tal - ents, make us ser-vants fit to an-swer at your throne.

heal - ing, teach-ing, and re - claim-ing, serv-ing you by lov-ing all
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Text: Robert L. Edwards, 1915-2006
Music: RUSTINGTON, C. Hubert H. Parry, 1848-1918

Text © 1961, ren. 1989 The Hymn Society. admin. Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Apostles Creed

| believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
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On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Peace
Announcements—

--Thank you for your help with the Yard Sale! Plan now for the Family Christmas
Lunch Project on Sunday Dec. 19!

--Thirsty Thursday: Pictures to prandall22@gmail.com. Theme: “When We
Pray...”

--Weds. Bible Study on Facebook live at 10 AM

Offering time

Offering Prayer: God of abundance,

you cause streams to break forth in the desert
and mannato rain from the heavens.

Accept the gifts you have first given us.

Unite them with the offering of our lives

to nourish the world you love so dearly;

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
As we have been made God’s children and inheritors of God’s promise, we pray for the
church, the world, and all in need.

A brief silence.

Uniting God, you call forth different gifts in those who follow you. Encourage us to
welcome the diverse benefits and blessings of the whole church in teaching,
preaching, prophecy, healing, and more. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Nurturing God, you bring forth crops from the soil and bounty from the trees. Increase
the produce of the land and bless all who work in fields and orchards. Provide for good
working conditions and keep them safe. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Empowering God, you offer compassion for those who are overlooked or forgotten.
Open the hearts of local, national, and world leaders to show such compassion and
love for their neighbors. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Sheltering God, in Jesus you travelled among us without a place to lay your head.
Provide safe places to sleep and rest for those who have no place to live. Sustain
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ministries that offer food, clothing, and peace of mind, we remember Father Bill's and
MainSpring. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Renewing God, you bring life out of death. Help us part with those things that are no
longer helpful to us and open our hearts to see where new life is budding in this
congregation. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Eternal God, we thank you for the lives of those who have died. Make us confident in
your promise of salvation and support us in our own journey of faith. Lord, in your
mercy, hear our prayer.

Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Blessing:

People of God,

you are Christ’s body,

bringing new life to a suffering world.

May the Lord bless you and keep you

May the Lord’s face shine upon you with grace and mercy,
May the Lord look upon you with favor

And grant you peace. Amen!

(Sending Hymn and dismissal on the back cover)

Credits:
Thank you to Evelyn Reuben and our friends at First for printing this bulletin!

Liturgical music copyright 1990, GIA Publications, Inc. Reprinted under One license number A-700164. All rights reserved. Liturgical texts are
reprinted from Sundays and Seasons, copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress; Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible,
copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by
permission. All rights reserved; . www.ccli.com CCLI copyright license #11255979 CCLI streaming license # CSPPL073911 One license number A-700164.

Cover photo: Afghan girl begging, 9/08/2008 taken by Mikhail Evstafiev, CC BY 3.0
<https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0>, via Wikimedia Commons
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God of Grace and God of Glory
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1 God of grace and God of glo - ry, on your peo - ple
2 Lo! The hosts of e - wvil round us scorn the Christ, as -
3 Cure your chil - dren’s war - ring mad-ness; bend our pride to
4 Save us from weak res - ig - na - tion to  the e - vils
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pour your pow’r; crown your an - cient chur - ch’s sto - ry;
sail his ways! From the fears that  long have bound us
your con - trol; shame our wan - ton, self - ish glad - ness,
we  de - plore; let the gift of  your sal - wva - tion
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bring its bud to glo - rious flow’r. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age
free our hearts to  faith and praise. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age
rich in things and poor in soul. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age,
be our glo -ry ev - er - more. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age,
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for the fac -ing of this hour, for the fac - ing of this hour.
for the liv -ing of these days, for the liv - ing of these days.
lest we miss your king-dom’s goal, lest we miss your king-dom’s goal.
serv-ing you whom we a - dore, serv - ing you wgo\m we a - dore.
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Text: Harry E. Fosdick, 1878-1969
Music: CWM RHONDDA, John Hughes, 1873-1932

Dismissal

Go in peace. Remember the poor.

Thanks be to God!

AND--Thanks for joining us!

Postlude



