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“In Our Image” — June 11, 2017
Genesis 1:26–2:3

Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle.” 27 So God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he created them;

  male and female he created them. 

28God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.” 

29God said, “See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. 30And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to everything that . . . has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.” And it was so. 31God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. There was evening and morning, the sixth day.

2:1Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their multitude.2And on the seventh day God finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all the work that he had done. 3So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God rested from all the work that he had done in creation.

Psalm 8

1 O Lord, our Sovereign,
   how majestic is your name in all the earth! 

    You have set your glory above the heavens.  

2 Out of the mouths of babes and infants
you [formed a wall] because of your foes,
    to silence the enemy and the avenger. 
3 When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars that you have established; 

4 what are human beings that you are mindful of them,

    mortals that you care for them? 
5 Yet you have made them a little lower than [the angels – NIV],
and crowned them with glory and honor. 
6 You have given them dominion over the works of your hands; you have put all things under their feet, 7 sheep and oxen, and the beasts of the field,

   8 the birds of the air, and whatever passes along the paths of the seas. 
9 O Lord, our Sovereign,
how majestic is your name in all the earth!

2 Cor 13:11

11 Finally, brothers and sisters, listen to my appeal, agree with one another, live in peace; and the God of love and peace will be with you.

In Gen 1:26, God says, “Let us make humankind in our image.” Then it repeats that two or three times in the next verse: “God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he created them” (1:27). I think the third element, that we were created male and female, is a separate point, independent of the “image of God” notion. I don’t think it is saying that God is male and female, although I could be wrong. We have to allow for the fact that we don’t always know exactly what the author intended.
So what is meant by saying that we were created in the image of God? It means more than just that we were created by God, for the earlier part of the chapter had described the creation of plants and animals, but never said they were made “in the image of God.” It is humans who are created in God’s image.
So what do you think is special about human beings, what God-given feature do we have that animals do not? Is it our mind? Is it the power of speech? How about free will, the power to choose right or wrong, even the power to choose to follow God? Is it personality itself, the fact that we are persons? These are all good guesses, and at least ONE of them is bound to be correct!
The psalm may help us a little. Verse 5, in the NIV translation, says “you have made them a little lower than the angels” (Gen 2:5 NIV). And it continues: humans have been “crowned with glory and honor” and “given dominion” (Ps 8:5–6). Dominion means domination or rule. Now, since dominion needs to be carried with glory and honor, we need to have character. Along with rule, honor, and character comes responsibility. Responsibility and obligation are a big part of the story. 
And what is the most important part of our responsibility? It is to live ethically in communion with others. And that’s what our last reading concerns. It says “agree with one another, live in peace” (2 Cor 13:11). How do we live in peace? It is a lifestyle, isn’t it? It’s a choice to seek peace rather than conflict. That will mean that we sometimes have to take some hits without retaliating, to listen to some confrontational words without responding, or perhaps responding in a way that is as harmless as a dove. Jesus said “be wise as serpents and harmless as doves” (Matt 10:16 King James Ver. and American Standard Version). What do you think that means?

Being harmless means being loving and forgiving and without any trickery. But we must also be wise, able to anticipate what people’s reactions might be, and able to avoid unnecessary confrontation, but also ready to stand for the truth when confrontation is necessary.
So there are three main points in this sermon. First, I noted that Genesis reminds us three times that we human beings are created in the image of God, and that this means something very special about us: we have reason, we have the power of speech, and we have free will. My second point was that, since we have been given glory, honor, and dominion, we have responsibility, and that mostly involves treating other people with respect and fairness.

Finally, I said we need to be wise and harmless, and seek peace with each other. Let me read again that powerful sentence from Paul’s second letter to the Corinthians: “Finally, brothers and sisters, listen to my appeal, agree with one another, live in peace; and the God of love and peace will be with you” (13:11).
So if we seek the will of God in our daily lives, and if we treat each other with Godly kindness, then we are not only reflecting the image of God within us, but helping to create a place that reflects heavenly life. We are bringing love into life, and spirit into matter. May the Holy Spirit guide us all.

