December 2018 Newsletter
What Does Advent Mean To You?
Our Christian friends who don’t observe the holy, penitent season of Advent
often jump straight from the Thanksgiving table to placing the star on
Christmas tree. The holidays can be exciting as we reconnect with family,
friends and celebrate together: it’s one of God’s greatest gifts, this joy of being
alive and sharing food and fun with others who love us. But for those Christians
whose traditions do observe Advent, this season can stymie us: as the world
starts singing carols on December 1st (or earlier!), how do we avoid being
judgmental? How can we rightly observe Advent’s anticipation and repentance
as we prepare for the coming of the Christ child, when we’re surrounded by a
world that “doesn’t get it"? These are the circumstances that Lutherans hold in
tension as we try to balance ourselves in Advent, hopping from one foot in a
daily secular existence to the other foot that seeks to know and encounter the
eternal, Living God in Christ Jesus.
This Advent, our Epiphany faith community asks you to “stop hopping” and withdraw for a few moments, to fully enter
God’s holy presence, in an experience of peace, stillness and reflection. Come join us for Midweek Advent worship, on
Wednesdays December 5, 12, and 19, from 6-6:45pm in Schaeffer Memorial Chapel. We’ll examine what it means to
participate in Advent discipline by discussing, “What are you watching and waiting for this Advent season?” or “How
does Christ bring joy to your life?” and “What does it mean to bear fruit in Advent?” After worship, anyone who would
like to go to dinner together as a group is invited to do so, to continue the discussion, or to socialize. The main point of
Advent is to reflect on your faith life; consider how you might deepen your spiritual practices and prepare yourself to
encounter Christ, the only Son of God who comes to us as an innocent baby on a cold winter night. If you can’t join us
for Midweek Advent worship, then I hope you’ll make plans to attend our annual Christmas Caroling at the Garden and
adult fellowship on December 8, or our Candlelight Christmas Eve worship service with carols and holy communion on
Dec 24, at 5pm. All are welcome. All are beloved. All may be forgiven, thanks to Jesus, who lights our way as we walk in
this life. Thanks be to God!
Peace to all here. Pastor Monica

Congregational Meeting December 2nd After Worship!
Please plan on attending our Congregational Meeting on December 2nd
immediately following the worship service. We will hold elections to fill
council vacancies (if you are interested in serving, please contact Carol
Rife or Martha Garner) and approve the proposed 2019 Ministry Funding
Plan.

From Your Council President...
We are in the seasons of thankfulness and giving...so much to be thankful for here at
Epiphany! We have grown in membership, we have grown in faith, we have grown in
fellowship. And we have given through our garden, through our casseroles for Trinity,
and sharing our own time and talents with others at Epiphany.
I am so thankful to have completed three terms on the Epiphany council, these last as
president. I have learned so much and I have gotten to know more of the members of
our church. I would probably continue on the council except that our constitution prohibits a member from serving more than 3 consecutive terms. I have found it so rewarding; our council members all have different experiences in life but we all come together
to make the best decisions for Epiphany.

I am looking forward to celebrating Christ’s birth – again - with those I love and with my family at Epiphany.

November 2018 Council Summary Report
Council President Carol Rife called the November Council meeting to order via a conference call due to inclement
weather. All council members were on board except Martha Garner who was out of town. A quorum was established.
The budget prepared by Treasurer, Lori Crossmock, was approved by council to be sent out to all church members two
weeks prior to the Congregation Meeting Sunday, December 2, 2018. All members are asked to look at the budget prior to the meeting and bring any questions with them for discussion. The congregation will vote on the 2019 proposed
budget at the meeting.
A letter of explanation for payment of our land (Homeplace) will also be sent out with the budget for review by church
members with a vote taken at the Congregation meeting.
Council approved payment of a car repair expense for Meagan Crone, one of our church members. Meagan and her
family have been struggling this year and was in need of help getting her car running so she can get to work to help
support her family. The expense will be covered by grant money which is intended for outreach.
Epiphany will participate in Room in the Inn at Kingsway on February 25. Details will be released closer to the date.
Dates to Remember:
Saturday, December 1 @ 8:30 am
Sunday, December 2 @ 11:15 am
Wednesdays, December 5, 12, 19 @ 6pm
Saturday, December 8
8:30 am
9:00 am
6:00 pm

MOE breakfast and work day with Kingsway
Congregational Meeting
Midweek Advent Service

MOE Bacon
GOE Bible Study
Christmas Fellowship at the home of John & Martha Garner

Respectfully Submitted, Chris Kelyman, Council Secretary

Happiest of Birthdays
and God's Blessings!
Dianne Polly - December 10
Andria Prouty - December 26
Have we missed your birthday?
Please send the month/day
to Pastor Monica so you can be included!

2

But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. ~James 1:22
Worship Servants - a variety of ways to participate in Sunday morning worship. Sign up here, add our name
to the clipboard available on Sunday mornings, or contact Carol Webster to sign up. We are evaluating a
new sign-up system for 2019 that may be easier for everyone to use.
Epiphany Community Garden - The last Garden workday for 2018 is on Wednesday, December 5, 2018.
Please stay tuned for information on when garden work will resume (and we may have some special work
days for maintenance, garden prep, etc.) Thank you to ALL who have been such a big part of making our
garden grow this year! Donate here to help the garden grow - we need funding to get started on a bumper
crop for 2018!

Room In The Inn (RITI)
Our next Room in the Inn in conjunction with Kingsway Christian Church will be on Monday, February
25th. Volunteers will be needed to help serve and cleanup, and help make the sack lunches the guests will
take with them Tuesday morning, as well as to pick up sheets and towels on Tuesday to launder and
return to Kingsway within the week. If you have never participated in RITI, you will find it to be a most
meaningful experience as a volunteer. There will be other ways to help as well in November!
Collierville Connected Resource Center (CCRC) - Epiphany is a coalition partner church with the Collierville
Connected Resource Center which provides job skills training such as basic computer operation, resume assistance, help with job applications and interview skills, and offers job search tips for unemployed persons.
Without at least two volunteers present, the Center cannot open due to Safe Church practices. If you have
an hour to spare, CCRC could use your help. Hours are Tuesdays, 9 - 11:30 am and 4 - 7 pm; Thursdays 9 11:30am; Saturdays 9 -11:30 am. A one-hour light training session is provided. The CCRC is located in the
basement of Sanctuary on the Square, 104 N. Rowlett St., Collierville. See Pastor Monica to volunteer or for
more information.
Amazon Smile - Don’t forget! Sign up for Amazon Smile - 0.5% of the price of all your eligible Amazon purchases go directly to Epiphany!
Kroger Community Rewards - Click here to register with Kroger's Community Rewards program. We are
registered as Epiphany Lutheran Church, organization #39854.
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November Activities
So many wonderful things happening at Epiphany! We enjoyed a wonderful Celebration of God’s
Abundance, our youth began confirmation classes, welcomed Willow Elise Scherf into our Epiphany family,
and collected lots of undies for Room in the Inn!

Pastor Monica’s Schedule
Beginning December 25, Pastor Monica will be away and the church offices will be closed for the Christmas and New
Year Holiday until January 4, 2019. For pastoral emergencies during that time, please call 901-861-6227 and leave a
detailed message. Reverend Paul White will conduct a Service of the Word on Sunday, December 30, 2018.
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Winning Recipes from our
Celebration of God’s Abundance Potluck
on November 4th!
A big thank you to all who helped make our Celebration of Abundance
a wonderful (and yummy!) event. Below please find the three winning
recipes - enjoy!
Baked Apple Cranberry Delight - Dianne Polly
Ingredients
3 cups chopped apples (leave some peeling on for color/fiber)
2 cups fresh cranberries*
1 cup sugar*
*If you can't find fresh cranberries, you can use 4 cups of apples but omit the 1 cup of sugar.
Topping
1 cup quick oats
1/2 cup brown sugar
1/2 cup chopped nuts
1/2 cup melted butter
For extra topping use 1 1/2 cups oats, 3/4 cup brown sugar and 3/4 cup nuts)
In an 8 by 10 inch baking pan mix together apples, cranberries and sugar. In separate bowl, mix together topping ingredients. Cover apples with oat topping. Bake 45-60 minutes in a 325 degree oven. Can use most any apple except red
delicious. Can bake ahead and reheat.
Sweet Potato Casserole - Jennifer Parker

Grandma’s Christmas Morning Monkey Bread
Andria Prouty

Ingredients
Filling:
4 tablespoons unsalted butter, melted, plus more for
buttering the baking dish
3 cups mashed sweet potatoes (3 to 4 large potatoes;
about 1 3/4 pounds)
1/2 cup milk
1/4 cup brown sugar, packed
1 teaspoon pure vanilla extract
1/2 teaspoon kosher salt
2 large eggs
A couple of drops of orange extract (to taste)
Topping:
1/2 cup all-purpose flour
1/2 cup brown sugar, packed
4 tablespoons unsalted butter, melted
1/4 teaspoon kosher salt
3/4 cup chopped pecans

Ingredients:
3 tubes of refrigerated biscuits
1 cup of sugar
1 pinch of Pink Himalayan Salt
1 pinch of nutmeg
2 tsp ground cinnamon
1 cup of brown sugar
½ cup of butter
Optional- ½ cup of raisins and/or walnuts
Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Grease Bundt pan.
Pour white sugar, salt, nutmeg and cinnamon into a
Ziploc, quart size sandwich bag. Zip and shake gently to
mix.
Cut each biscuit into 4 pieces. Drop pieces into bag and
shake to coat, a few pieces at a time. Remove and drop
into Bundt pan (also adding in raisins and walnuts among
the biscuit pieces as you go, if using).
Melt butter and brown sugar in a sauce pan. Allow to
boil for 1 minute. Pour over biscuit pieces.
Bake at 350 degrees F for 35 minutes. Allow to cool,
cover with plate and flip to remove. No need to cut, pull
apart and enjoy.

For the filling: Preheat oven to 350oF and butter a 2-quart
baking dish. Whisk together filling ingredients in a large
bowl. Transfer to baking dish. For the topping: Combine
flour, brown sugar, butter and salt in a bowl until moist
and mixture clumps together. Stir in pecans and spread
over the top of the sweet potatoes in an even layer. Bake
until mostly set in the center and golden on top, 25 to 30
minutes. Serve hot.
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Chrismon Ornaments
Place Your Order by Dec 9!

Holiday Card from MIFA

Brighten the holidays for your friends and family with a
Expert seamstress and craftswoman Lois Ketcham is taking holiday card from MIFA. For a minimum donation of $10
per card, send us a list of those you wish to honor, and
orders for the family Chrismon ornaments to hang on
we’ll take care of the rest. MIFA
Epiphany’s Chrismon Tree, which will be decorated on
volunteers will hand-write your personal message and
Sunday, Dec. 16th during worship. Traditionally, every
address and mail each card. This year’s card art is by
Epiphany family hangs a white/gold Chrismon ornament
Memphis artist Leslie Barron. Visit the MIFA website to
bearing their family name on the tree. Special Chrismons
place your order. To ensure timely delivery, order
may also be made to honor departed loved ones, a new
family addition, or to the glory of God. Lois charges $7 per deadline is December 18.
Chrismon to cover the cost of the materials and she offers
several designs: an angel, a baptism shell, a dove, etc.
Please contact Lois to place your order (link to her email).

A hearty thanks to Dick Wieland for donating several computers he
refurbished to Collierville Connected’s new Satellite Resource
Center at St Mark’s Baptist church in Collierville! This second l
location will serve clients who are unable to drive to the primary
site, to provide job search and resume assistance and computer
skills training. By donating these computers, Dick has jump-started
the St Mark’s site so they could open their doors on 11/17 and
begin serving clients!
From Carol Rife…
Thank you so much for recognizing my service as Council President
with the beautiful Friendship Bowl. The heart shaped pottery bowl is just the right size and I am sure that I will use it
frequently. It is even lovely to just sit in the middle of my table. I have been honored to serve you these past years.
Thank you so much for thinking of me; it will always remind me of my friends at Epiphany.
A letter of gratitude for members of Epiphany from Meagan Crone
The first time I attended Epiphany I was just looking for a place to worship where my heart wouldn't feel conflicted
between the service and how I feel about God's love. You see, I come from a long history of churches who haven't
been inclusive, or have abused it's members with theology.
Not only did I find that the church welcomed my family and I with open arms but I could feel God's love radiating from
the enthusiastic members. The more I observed the more I came to admire and love the whole congregation.
Several months later I began the end of one of the hardest times in my life. I called Pastor Monica looking for ideas on
how to escape a desperate situation and like a whirlwind things started falling in place. I want to thank Epiphany for
the overwhelming outpouring in support. Thanks to the contributions you all have made my family is warm, and safe,
fed, and my own personal anxiety level is at an all time low. Thanks to your love and support not only have we been
physically supported but I have been spiritually nourished to know that God does take care of his own, and still uses
the church to do so. You all have such huge hearts, and I am so very thankful.

6

2018 Epiphany Community Garden Wrap-Up
Our Home Place has never looked better, as our team did a great job in keeping up with the mowing, edging and
trimming, not only for the overall grounds, but also around the Garden area. Also, our team kept up with keeping our
rolling equipment in good shape, which can be a challenge for some of the “well-used” equipment. A hearty thanks to
those that pitched in to make our Home Place look neat and inviting.
Early in the year, we replaced the original chicken wire fence and posts around the Garden, which vastly improved the
Garden’s appearance from the street. The Garden was challenged this year, especially with our potato crops - potato
bugs and beetles attached to the green foliage so we obtained about 1/4th of a normal crop. Also, our onion sets were
challenged with abnormally wet conditions, plus the temps went from spring to summer very rapidly and the stalks
bolted - all of this cut our expected production in half.
We did have a very successful cucumber production run, plus we extended our tomatoes (green) into the first freeze.
Our production currently stands at 1,665 lbs. vs 1,730 lbs. last year. We still have some greens in the beds, but we’re
considering their value may be best served by remaining, as we find that the soil will benefit from their roots remaining
throughout the wintering period. The biggest thing we learned this year was to lay down (early) grass clippings
between the beds, which vastly reduced our weeding management and allowed us to concentrate on other more
important tasks.
Now is the time to put the garden beds to rest and allow our workers a well-deserved break for several weeks. A hearty
thanks to all…Not only to the workers but to the seed-tape makers and the folks that delivered produced to the
Collierville Food Pantry, Page Robbins Adult Day Center, Trinity Ministries (Peace Lutheran) and other local agencies.
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Upcoming Events
MOE (Men of Epiphany)
Saturday, December 1

Prime Timers Fellowship

Men from all four congregations (including Epiphany) who
use the Kingsway Church site will come together for a
combined Men’s pre-Christmas workday. Please meet at
McDonald's near Kingsway for a quick breakfast at 8:30
am. We will meet in the Kingsway sanctuary at 9 am to
begin our workday to do minor repairs & some general
site indoor cleanup. Please bring cleaning rags, Old
English Oil and Pledge spray.

Sunday, December 9
Miracle on 34th Street - Harrell Performing Arts Theater
Please make reservations by 12/5 by calling Tiffany
Siegel at Holy Apostles (901-937-3830). Payment for
tickets ($12 each) and ticket pickup will be the day of
the performance. Lunch (optional) at The Highlander on
Collierville town square at 12:30. Please let Rod Fauser
(901-853-6209) know an approximate number for lunch
reservations.

Friday, December 14th @ 6:30 pm
Christmas party at the home of Judy & Frank Potter in
the Village of Bailey Station, 1728 Wainwright Court,
Collierville. Guests are asked to bring a heavy hors
d’oeuvre or dessert.

Midweek Advent Service
Wednesdays, December 5, 12
and 19 at 6 pm
This year we will not serve dinner
prior to Advent worship; however,
anyone who is interested is encouraged to gather for dinner at a local restaurant when worship ends at 6:45 pm.

Please contact Diane Kruse for more information on
Prime Timers get-togethers.

Tis The Season!

MOE (Men of Epiphany)
Saturday, December 8

Sunday, December 23 at 10 am
Caroling & Worship at
Brookdale Dogwood Creek Assisted Living
8199 Poplar Ave, Germantown
Meet at 9:30 am to set up and prepare for worship
(No 10am worship at Schaeffer Chapel on 12/23)

The Men of Epiphany (MOE) will meet at 8:30 am at Perkins Family Restaurant in Collierville for breakfast,
fellowship and devotion. Please join us!

GOE (Gals of Epiphany)
Saturday, December 8

Please let Carol Webster know no later than
December 16th if you plan on attending worship at
Brookdale and will stay for lunch as guests of the
facility.

We finish our study of The Red Tent and the Book of
Genesis Chapters 29-35 this month. Join us at 9 am in the
Kingsway Library and invite a friend! For more info, contact Pastor Monica.

Monday, December 24 at 5 pm
Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship

Adult Christmas Fellowship
at the home of John & Martha Garner
Saturday, December 8 @ 6 pm

Adults and children are invited to bring bells to ring
during the worship service.

Join us for this always fun holiday fellowship! Pls RSVP to
Martha Garner by December 3 and sign up with her to
bring an appetizer to share (BYOB). Bring a $10 gift per
person for the Dirty Santa exchange (a Christmas-related
gift such as an ornament).

8

Kingsway’s Annual Moravian Love Feast & Concert
The people of Kingsway invite members of Epiphany and friends to attend their
annual Moravian Love Feast and Christmas Concert on Sunday, Dec. 16th at 5
pm in the Kingsway main sanctuary.
Did you know that the Disciples of Christ denomination is an offshoot of the Moravian Reformed Christian tradition, with which the ELCA has full
communion? Come enjoy this evening of beautiful Christmas choral and
instrumental music, capped off by the ‘feast’ of delicious hot Moravian sweet
rolls. All are welcome!

Hope for the Holidays is Here!
"The dawn from on high will break upon us, to give light to those who sit in darkness ..." Luke 1:78

Until December 12, join Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service (LIRS) is bringing Hope for the Holidays to children
and families in detention.
This year in America, hundreds of children and families will be spending the holiday behind bars - because they crossed
the United States border seeking protection. In addition to families in immigration detention, there are kids - as young
as 9 - who made the desperate journey to America without their parents. Our hearts break to think that many of these
little ones won't get to spend this special season with their families. But you can help us brighten their holiday!
Join us in shining a light into the lives of children and families. Send a message of hope, give a gift to a child, or share a
meal with a new neighbor in your community. Learn how to get involved with Hope for the Holidays today.

Calling All Poets!
If you (or someone you love) is a poet, tell them to give Lori Goetz
a shout! She is Secretary for the Poetry Society of Tennessee’s
West Tennessee Chapter. The group meets monthly (first Saturday
of the month), and has all kinds of programs on poetry forms,
writing
poetry, sponsoring and judging poetry contests, etc. They have
special members-only contests, and also sponsor an annual festival
and contest which is open to the public. If you are interested in any kind of poetry, e-mail Lori Goetz or give her a call
at 901-753-4385. (They also have chapters in Knoxville and Northeast Tennessee...and if you have family outside Ten-
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December 2018 Calendar of Events
(Please check our calendar online for the most up-to-date information)
Sat 12/1

9 am Kingsway Christian Church

MOE Pre-Christmas Workday

Sun 12/2

9 am - Bride’s Room/Schaeffer Chapel
10 am - Schaeffer Memorial Chapel
11:15 am - Schaeffer Memorial Chapel

Confirmation Class
First Sunday of Advent - Worship & Holy Communion
Congregational Meeting

Wed 12/5

8:30 - 11:30 am - Home Place
6 pm - Schaeffer Memorial Chapel

Epiphany Community Garden Workday
Midweek Advent Service

Sat 12/8

8:30 am - Perkins Restaurant
9 am - Kingsway Library
6 pm - Home of John & Martha Garner

Men of Epiphany (MOE)
Gals of Epiphany (GOE)
Christmas Fellowship

Sun 12/9

9 am - Bride’s Room/Schaeffer Chapel
10 am - Schaeffer Memorial Chapel
11:15 am - Schaeffer Memorial Chapel
2:30 pm - Harrell Performing Arts
Theater

Confirmation Class
Second Sunday of Advent - Worship & Holy Communion
Coffee Fellowship
Prime Timers Fellowship - Miracle on 34th Street

Tues 12/11

7 pm - Kingsway Boardroom

Council Meeting

Wed 12/12

6 pm - Schaeffer Memorial Chapel

Midweek Advent Service

Friday 12/14 6:30 pm - Schaeffer Memorial Chapel
6:30 pm - Home of Judy & Frank Potter

Metanoia House Reconciliation & Recovery Worship Service
Prime Timers Christmas Party

Sun 12/16

9 am - Bride’s Room/Schaeffer Chapel
10 am - Schaeffer Memorial Chapel
11:15 am - Schaeffer Memorial Chapel
5 pm - Kingsway Christian Church

Confirmation Class
Third Sunday of Advent - Worship & Holy Communion
Coffee Fellowship
Moravian Love Feast

Wed 12/19

6 pm - Schaeffer Memorial Chapel

Midweek Advent Service

Sun 12/23

10 am - Brookdale Dogwood Creek

Fourth Sunday of Advent - Outreach Worship Service at Brookdale
Assisting Living

Mon 12/24

5 pm - Schaeffer Memorial Chapel

Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship Service

Tues 12/25
Sun 12/30
12/25 - 1/3

MERRY CHRISTMAS! No Worship Service Today
10 am - Schaeffer Memorial Chapel
11:15 am - Schaeffer Memorial Chapel

First Sunday of Christmas - Service of the Word
Coffee Fellowship
Church Offices Closed
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December 2018 Worship Servants
Assisting Minister
Lector

12/2

12/9

Wendell Kruse

John Garner

Diane Kruse

Adam Waddell

12/16

12/23

12/24

Adam Waddell
Carol Rife

Acolyte/Advent Wreath
Greeter/Usher

Ed & Becca Schumacher

Com Assistant

Twila Hooverson

Com Linens
Coffee

Rick & Marjorie Barnard
Martha Garner

Twila Hooverson

Candy Knight

Need 4
Need 2

Carol Rife

Carol Rife

N/A

N/A

Council Host

Jennifer Parker

Jennifer Parker

Jennifer Parker

N/A

Carol Rife

Council Money

Chris Kelyman

Wendell Kruse

Ed Schumacher

N/A

Dan Scherf

Confirmation Chaperone

Marjorie Barnard

N/A

We are evaluating a new sign-up system
for 2019 that may be easier for everyone to use.
You will receive more information on that in the next few
weeks. Thank you for your patience!

Partnering with Christ to Renew Lives

Epiphany Lutheran Church
Worship Location
Schaeffer Memorial Chapel
7887 Poplar Ave.
Germantown, TN 38138
Mailing Address
PO Box 1805
Collierville, TN 38027

Rev. Monica Weber
Phone
Email
Website
Facebook
Twitter

pastormonicaepiphanylutheran@gmail.com
901-861-6227
info@epiphanylu.org
www.epiphanylu.org
www.Facebook.com/EpiphanyLutheran
www.twitter.com/epiphanycville
www.twitter.com/pastormonicaweb
https://www.instagram.com/epiphanylutherancollierville

Instagram
YouTube
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