Saturday & Sunday,
January 17 & 18, 2026
     Epiphany of our Lord
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Ministers: ALL members of the congregation    
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WELCOME: Thank you for joining us for worship today. We are glad you are with us. Communion will be served in the aisle or in your pew. All are welcome to share this meal. Jesus is our host and invites everyone. Those who would like to come forward, bread and wine will also be available in the front. When directed by the usher, come forward down the center aisle, Pr Chrissy will give you bread (she will be masked and wearing cloves) and then you will take a cup of wine (grape juice) from the tray. After taking communion, you will return to your seat by the side aisle.  For those who are unable to come forward, communion elements can be found as you entered worship. At that part of the service, you are invited to take the bread and wine (or grape juice) when Pr. Chrissy leads. On Saturday’s offering is collected as you enter or leave worship. On Sunday we will pass the plate as a response to God’s grace.  Online giving is available. Please see QR code on back of bulletin or visit our website.
INTRODUCTION: The feast of Epiphany (“manifestation”) concludes the Christmas season with a celebration of God’s glory revealed in the person of Jesus Christ. In Isaiah and Ephesians, that glory is proclaimed for all nations and people. Like the light of the star that guided the magi to Jesus, the light of Christ reveals who we are: children of God who are claimed and washed in the waters of baptism. We are sent out to be beacons of the light of Christ, sharing the good news of God’s love to all people.
GATHERING:  The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
PRELUDE	
[bookmark: _Hlk188448046]WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
DIALOGUE
P: The star shone bright in the Bethlehem sky.
C: We too have a star to guide us.
P: The shepherds ran to see the babe.
C: We too have a star to guide us.
P: The magi knelt at the child’s feet.
C: We too have a star to guide us.
P: Christ shines with God’s own truth and light.
C: We too have a Star to guide us.

[bookmark: _Hlk196127748][bookmark: _Hlk201141776]GATHERING HYMN            Jesus, the Light of the World	        ASC 914[image: A sheet music with text and notes

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]
GREETING:
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.	
 C.  And also, with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY:
[bookmark: _Hlk85382814]P: Let us pray: O God, on this day you revealed your Son to the nations by the leading of a star. Lead us now by faith to know your presence in our lives and bring us at last to the full vision of your glory, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

[bookmark: _Hlk85382181]Word: God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
[bookmark: _Hlk92553052]First Reading: Isaiah 60:1-6
Jerusalem is assured that nations will make a pilgrimage to her because the light of God’s presence is in her midst. The bountiful food of the sea and the profits of international trade will come streaming to Jerusalem and thereby declare God’s praise.
1 Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 2 For darkness shall cover the earth and thick darkness the peoples, but the Lord will arise upon you, and his glory will appear over you. 3 Nations shall come to your light and kings to the brightness of your dawn.
4 Lift up your eyes and look around; they all gather together; they come to you; your sons shall come from far away, and your daughters shall be carried in their nurses’ arms. 5 Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and rejoice, because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you; the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 6 A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come. They shall bring gold and frankincense and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord.
Psalm: Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14
1 Give the king your justice, O God, and your righteousness to the king’s son;
2 that he may rule your people righteously and the poor with justice;
3 that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, and the hills, in righteousness.
4 Let him defend the needy among the people, rescue the poor, and crush the oppressor. 
5 May he live as long as the sun and moon endure, from one generation to another.
6 Let him come down like rain upon the mown field, like showers that water the earth.
7 In his time may the righteous flourish; and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more.
10 May the kings of Tarshish and of the isles pay tribute, and the kings of Sheba and Seba offer gifts. 
11 May all kings bow down before him, and all the nations do him service.
12 For the king delivers the poor who cry out in distress, the oppressed, and those who have no helper.
13 He has compassion on the lowly and poor, and preserves the lives of the needy.
14 From oppression and violence he redeems their lives, and precious is their blood in his sight. 
Second Reading: Ephesians 3:1-12
 What had been hidden from previous generations is now made known through the gospel ministry of Paul and others. In Christ both Jews and Gentiles participate in the richness of God’s promised salvation.
1 This is the reason that I, Paul, am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you gentiles, 2 for surely you have already heard of the commission of God’s grace that was given me for you 3 and how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I wrote above in a few words, 4 a reading of which will enable you to perceive my understanding of the mystery of Christ. 5 In former generations this mystery was not made known to humankind, as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: 6 that is, the gentiles have become fellow heirs, members of the same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.
  7 Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God’s grace that was given me by the working of his power. 8 Although I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given to me to bring to the gentiles the news of the boundless riches of Christ 9 and to make everyone see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God, who created all things,
 10 so that through the church the wisdom of God in its rich variety might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. 11 This was in accordance with the eternal purpose that he has carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12 in whom we have access in boldness and confidence through faith in him.
R: The Word of the Lord. 				C:  Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 	   Joy to the World                ELW 267 verse 1
Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 	Let earth receive her king;
	let ev'ry heart prepare him room 	and heav'n and nature sing,
and heav'n and nature sing, 	and heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing.
[bookmark: _Hlk207194842] Gospel: Matthew 2:1-12
P: The Gospel according to Matthew                      C: Glory to you, O Lord
God’s promise shines bright in the night as magi follow a star to honor a new king. Strangers from a faraway land, they welcome the long-awaited messiah of Israel.
1 In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, magi from the east came to Jerusalem, 2 asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star in the east and have come to pay him homage.” 3 When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him, 4 and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. 5 They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it has been written by the prophet:
6 ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah, for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.’ ”7 Then Herod secretly called for the magi and learned from them the exact time when the star had appeared. 8 Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.”
 9 When they had heard the king, they set out, and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen in the east, until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10 When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11 On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12 And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road.
P: The Gospel of Our Lord.			C. Praise to you, O Christ.
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE					
MESSAGE				 
HYMN OF THE DAY                    Christ be Our Light         ELW 715 (next page)
APOSTLES’ CREED:  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION: 	 
P: Hear us, O God.   C: Your mercy is great.
PEACE 	
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.	C.  And also with you.                                                                                                                       
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[bookmark: _Hlk172035563]OFFERING: Our offering is a significant act of worship; we worship God through our giving. The ministry of this congregation is completely dependent upon your partnership and generosity. Offering is collected as you enter worship on Saturday. We will pass the offering plate on Sundays.  Online giving is available.
OFFERING HYMN:               What Child is This                ELW 296 verse 3
So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh; come peasant, king, to own him.
The King of Kings salvation brings; let loving hearts enthrone him.
Raise, raise, the song on high, the virgin sings her lullaby;
Joy, joy, for Christ is born, the babe, the son of Mary!
OFFERING PRAYER: 
P: Lord of the harvest, C: we return to you a portion of what you have given to us. Turn us to set our hope not on the uncertainty of riches, but on you, who richly provides for us Multiply what we have gathered to bless all who are suffering and in need, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
COMMUNION LITURGY:  
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks, broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks and gave it for all the drink, saying: this cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
THE LORD’S PRAYER:   
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen
INVITATION TO COMMUNION: 
P: Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them. Come to this meal of mercy.
Please come down the center aisle, take the bread, then receive a cup (wine is dark, juice is light, return to your seats via side aisle.) Those who prefer to take communion in your pews, we will take all together after all are served. 
DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION: 
P: This is the body of Christ given for you. (All take bread).
P: This is the blood of Christ shed for you. (All take the wine).
COMMUNION HYMN:   We Three Kings of Orient       WOV  (Blue book) 646[image: A sheet of music with notes

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]
TABLE BLESSING: 
P: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace. C: Amen.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION: 
P: O God, C: through this meal you have strengthened us and appointed us to be your servants. Send us to do good and to share our possessions with all in need. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.
SENDING:   God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
BLESSING:  
P: The God of righteousness, who gives justice to the oppressed, who gives food to the hungry, who sets the prisoners free, ☩ bless you now and forever. C: Amen.
SENDING HYMN                Let Justice Flow Like Streams                 ELW 717
[image: A sheet music with notes

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]
DISMISSAL: 
P: Go in peace. Do not lose heart.
C: Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
IN OUR PRAYERS TODAY: Teresa Hesselbacher, Elaine Schlicting, Darlene and Walt Steffes, Bob Schreck, Delores Wampfler, Marge and Gerald Arnold, Don & Judy Brudi, Pat Lawfer, Nancy Dittmar, Karen Dick,  Grayson Raab, Larry Goebel, James Dieter, Christine Happ, Kay Hesselbacher, Mary Lou Bunker, Lillian Sefford, Judy Wilson, Russ Synder, Don Kunz, Johnny Blair, Jim Sullivan, Joe Karr, John Becker , the family and friends of June Dittmar To add someone to the prayer list please contact Pastor Chrissy
CELEBRATING BIRTHDAYS / ANNIVERSARIES: Maci Lou Arnold, Miley Arnold, Payton Kay Haas, Teresa Tesmer, Dirk Harbach, Tammy Millerschone, Tom Wright
	Thanks be to God for your gifts for the ministry of 
Christ Lutheran Church *these numbers do not reflect online giving- only offering in worship
	Offering/ Attendance  
Sat Jan 10
Sunday Jan 11

	Current Expense 
	$2,148.00
	Building Fund
	$10.00
	Jan 10
	16

	Benevolence
Community Dinner
	$10.00
$100.00
	

	
	Jan 11
Sunday School
	44
6

	
	
	Total
		$2,268.00.00



	
	


[image: A qr code with a house in the background

Description automatically generated]ONLINE GIVING: Your gift has a big impact on our ministries and those we serve. Scan this code or visit our website to give online today

December Totals: As a way to improve communication around finances, we are sharing the following information: *these numbers reflect online giving contribution
	2025

	 
	December
	Year to date

	Offerings:
	$13,503
	$120,115

	Expenses:
	$10,797
	$122,527

	Overall  Gain / Loss
	$2,706
	($2,412)
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Jesus, the Light of the World
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1 Hark! the her - ald an - gels sing, Je-sus, the Light of the world;
2 Joy - ful, all you na - tions, rise; Je-sus, the Light of the world;
3 Christ,by high - est heav’n a - dored, Je-sus, the Light of the world;
4 Hail the heav’n-born Prince of peace! Je-sus, the Light of the world;
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“Glo - ry to the new-born king,” Je-sus, the Light of the world
join the tri-umph of the skies; Je-sus, the Light of the world
Christ, the ev - er - last - ing Lord! Je-sus, the Light of the world
Hail the Sun of righ-teous-ness! Je-sus, the Light of the world

Refrain

Shine all a-round us by day and by night, Je-sus, the Light of the world.

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707—1788, stanzas; George D. Elderkin, 1845-1928, refrain
Music: WE’LL WALK IN THE LIGHT, Traditional; arr. George D. Elderkin
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Christ, Be Our Light
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1 Long-ing for light, we wait in  dark-ness. Long-ing for
2 Long-ing for peace, our world is  trou-bled. Long-ing for
3 Long-ing for food, man -y are hun - gry. Long-ing for
4 Long-ing for shel-ter, man -y are home-less. Long-ing for
5 Man -y the gifts, man -y the peo - ple, man - y the
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truth, we turn  to you. Make us your own,
hope, man -y de - spair. Your word a - lone
wa - fter, man -y still thirst. Make us your bread,
warmth, man - y  are cold. Make us  your build - ing,
hearts that ycarn to be - long. Let us be ser - vants
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your ho - ly peo-ple, light for the world to see.
has pow’r to  save us. Make us your liv - ing voice.
bro -ken for  oth-ers, shared un - til  all are fed.
shel - ter - ing oth-ers, walls made of liv - ing stone.
to one an - oth-er signs of your king - dom come.
Refrain
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Christ, be our light! Shine in our hearts.  Shine through the
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church gath - cred to - day.

“lext: Bernadette Farell, b. 1957

Music: CHRIST. BE OUR LIGHT, Bernadette Farrell

Text and music © 1993 Bernadette Fartell Published by OCP Publications. 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213.
‘All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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Day by Day
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1 Day by day, your mer-cies, Lord, at - tend me, bring - ing com - fort
2 Day by day, I know you will pro - vide me strength to serve and
3 Oh, what joy to know that you are near me when my bur - dens
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to my anx-ious soul. Day by day, the bless-ings,Lord,you send me
wis-dom to o - bey; I will seek your lov - ing will to guide me
grow too great to  bear; oh, what joy to know that you will hcar me
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draw me near - er to my heav’n-ly goal. Love di-vine, be-yond all
o’er the paths 1 strug-gle day by day. I will fear no e - vil
when 1 come, O Lord, to you in prayer. Day by day, no mat - ter

mor -tal mea- sure, brings to naught the bur-dens of my quest; Sav-ior,

of the mor-row, 1 will trust in your cn-dur-ing grace. Sav-ior,
what be - tide me, you will hold me ev -er in your hand. Sav-ior,
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lead me to the home | trea-sure, where at last [I’ll find e - ter-nal rest.
help me bear life’s pain and sor-row till in glo - ry I be-hold your face.
with your pres-ence here to guide me, I will reach at last the prom-ised land.

Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, 1832-1903: t- Robert 1eaf, 1936-2005
Music: BLOTT EN DAG. Oskar Ahnfelt, 18131882
Text © 1992 Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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Let Justice Flow like Streams

Music: ST. THOMAS, Aaron Williams, 1731-1776
Text © 1984 Jane Parker Huber, admin. Westminster John Knox Press

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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I Let jus - tice flow like streams of spar-kling wa - ter, pure,
2 Let righ-teous-ness roll on as oth - ers’ cares we heed,
3 So may God’s plumb line, straight, de - fine our mea - sure ftrue,
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en - a-bling growth, re - fresh-ing life, a - bun - dant, cleans-ing, sure.
an ev-er - flow - ing stream of faith trans-lat - ed in - to deed.
and jus-ftice, right, and peace per-vade this world our whole life through.
Text: Jane Parker Huber, b. 1926
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