THE OAK HILL REPORTER
June 2019

Your Community Newsletter

BOARD UPDATE
Welcome to summer!!
Elections: We held our annual elections on May 22 with the result being that Pat Metzger and Susan Natow remain on the Board, and the
officers remain the same. Thank you to everyone who participated in
the process.
Common Ground and Respect: I truly hope that all of us can find common ground and work together regardless of whom we voted for. I
know that not everyone loves us or even likes us. This does not in anyway mean that we cannot have differences of opinions or voice alternate viewpoints. We work tirelessly to improve Oak Hill and the persistent negativity only serves to besmirch our community and drive down
our values. We are making positive change where there had been very
little for a long time. A Board does not drive buyers away; a culture of
hate and disrespect does. Slanderous comments on Facebook, at the
pool or within the community help or libelous. No one wants to buy
into a community where people have a tendency to be rude and nasty.
No other area condominiums suffer the awful reputation that plagues
Oak Hill. Everyone deserves respect, and yelling or cursing at staff or
each other is just not acceptable. Let’s do better.
Annual Meeting: I want to thank everyone for a peaceful Annual Meeting on May 22 at which Mike Troped of Isdaner and Co. presented the
annual audit for the Oak Hill Condominium Association. The long and
short of the auditors’ findings is that we are in excellent shape; we are
in compliance with all appropriate accounting principles and the auditors were able to give us an unqualified opinion letter which is exactly
what we want.
Free Month at the Gym: Yes, that’s right, a free month at the gym. Do
you want to improve your health, boost your stamina, tone your muscles? All residents are welcome to use our newly renovated gym for
the month of July on us! Please stop into the office if you want access
to the gym. Current gym members will not be charged for the month
of July. If you paid in advance for the year, you will receive a credit on
your statement in August or September.
Terrace Project: Come to the Board Meeting on Tuesday, July 16 to
get the latest update on the Terrace Project. Since our last update in
April, we have interviewed two excellent contractors, hired and met
with our new architect, reviewed their ideas, vetted the same with a
small committee of Terrace owners, and await the contractors’ revised
bids. The architect and project manager will make a full presentation
on July 16.
Open Board Meetings at 7:00 PM
Open Board meeting dates are scheduled as follows; (Owners Only)
Please note that the dates below are subject to change.
• July 16th (Terrace Project)
• December 17th
• August (No meeting)
• January 28th, 2020
• September 24th
• February 25th, 2020
• October 29th
• March 24th, 2020
• November 26th (Budget)
• April 28th, 2020
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Oak Hill Condominium Association

Employee updates

www.oakhillcondo.com
1660 Oakwood Drive
Penn Valley, Pennsylvania 19072
610-664-8440
Oak Hill Board of Directors
Meryl Gindin, President
Debby Weinstein, Vice President
Pat Metzger, Vice President
Susan Natow, Secretary
Ned Pfeifer, Treasurer
Board’s email address: Board@oakhillcondo.com
Oak Hill Committee Chairs
Joan Birnbaum/Rickie Blumenthal, Social Co-Chairs
Michael Klausman/Patti Pfeifer, Buildings Co-Chairs
Linda Brawner/Nate Klapper, Newsletter Co-Chairs
Steve Braun, Finance
Pat Metzger, Rules and Regulations
Anne Newman/Patti Lane, Garden Co–Chairs
Josh Gindin, Gov Doc Amendment
Robert Schimmel, Tech
Irene Kohn, Internal Dispute
Staff
Gary van Niekerk, Property Manager
propertymanager@oakhillcondo.com
Aubrey Keller, Assistant Property Manager
assistantmanager@oakhillcondo.com
Mickey McDermott, Maintenance Manager
Mickey@oakhillcondo.com

My name is Duante Cobbs and I have been working at
Oak Hill since January 2018, as the porter for the West
Building. My duties are the upkeep and cleanliness of all
common areas within my building. This includes:
• Mopping floors
• Dusting
• Vacuuming
• Collecting Trash
• Sweeping of floors
• Cleaning laundry rooms
• Window washing
In addition to my porter responsibilities, I also help
the maintenance team with
snow removal and keeping
the grounds clean.
Prior to Oak Hill, I worked in
the custodial department of
a nursing home for 3 years.

Peter Brown, Assistant Maintenance Manager
Office Hours/Package Room Hours

In my spare time, I enjoy
playing and coaching baseball and basketball.

Monday – Friday 8:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Important Numbers
Management Office: 610-664-8440
Management Office Fax: 610-667-0744
After- Hours Emergency Maintenance:
610-664-8440 (Wait for message)
PECO: 800- 841– 4141

PACKAGE ROOM HOURS
Monday– Friday: 8:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
CLOSED ON HOLIDAYS
The opinions expressed in the Oak Hill Reporter are those of the writers, and do not necessarily reflect the views of the Condominium Association, Board of Directors or the Association
as an entity. While every effort is made to be accurate, the accuracy of information published
is not warranted, and anyone relying on such information or opinions does so at his/her own
risk. Logos and photographs are not guaranteed to reproduce like the original. The advertisements do not represent a recommendation by the Association. All submissions are subject to
editing. The Association reserves the right to refuse advertisement placement.
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Property manager update
Trash – Bulk Items
We continue to have Residents who are dumping bulk or large items such as mattresses, desks, chairs, TV’s
and so forth outside in the trash areas. If you have a bulk item that you need to have removed, please contact
the Management Office so that we can make the necessary arrangements. On certain items there is a nominal
removal fee ($15 - $30) as not all bulk removal is covered by the trash removal contract.
Fire and Life Safety
A list of requirements and recommendations received from both the Association’s insurance company and the
Lower Merion Fire Department, has resulted in the Association seeking to improve its current life safety
measures. As part of the improvements, the Association will be purchasing and installing both a fire extinguisher and a carbon monoxide detector for each unit. The estimated cost for the two items is $45 which will be
billed to the unit owner’s account following installation. More details on this project will be forthcoming.
Tennis Court Resurfacing
The planned resurfacing of the tennis courts has been delayed due the frequent rain which we have experienced
recently. The contractor, Sport Builders, has started the initial phase of this project but again has been delayed
due to the frequent rains. We eagerly await the completion of this project, which will also include lines for the
pickelball courts.

Siding Project

Door Overhangs
For the Owners in the Estates who do not currently have some type of canopy or door overhang above
the front door, and who would like to have one installed, please contact the management office. The
cost to Unit Owners for the canopy is approximately $700 - $850 depending on the difficulty of installation, and will be billed to the Unit Owner’s account. Additional information will be provided in a separate
memo to Estates Owners.
Patio Lights
Similar to the above, should Owners wish to replace existing patio lights, the Association will select a
standard fixture and the light can be replaced at your expense.
Doorbells
Doorbells for the lower floor units have been selected and are currently being installed. The doorbells for
the upper floor units, failed to operate as desired an unfortunately, had to be returned. We are currently
trying to source a wireless, combination doorbell and intercom that will not interfere with a neighbor’s
doorbell/intercom. This is proving to be more difficult than anticipated.
Comcast
Comcast will be upgrading the cable wiring by replacing the pedestals (main wire boxes) throughout the
property. The work was scheduled for June 12th, but was not completed for various reasons. We are
working with Comcast and its senior staff to remedy our concerns and have the work completed as requested. Owners will be informed once we have a new date scheduled.

Summer Projects
The Maintenance Team has a variety of projects planned for this summer and early fall. These include, but are
not limited to, railing repairs and painting, replacement of railroad ties, concrete sidewalk repairs, brick pointing, door replacement, power washing common areas, cleaning trash cans, and jetting drain lines.
Pet Reminders for Terrace Residents
Please be reminded that the pet rules do not permit Residents to walk their dogs through the front lobby.
Please use the side or rear entrances to exit and enter the building. Some pet owners are also permitting their
dogs to urinate in the flower beds near the front entrance. We ask that you please be more respectful and take
your dog to a grassed and or more appropriate area. Lastly, we have also had reports that dogs are not being
leashed. All dogs must be leashed at all times.
Electronic Recycling Day – June 22
Residents seeking to recycle unused electronics may do so at the “Anything with a plug” recycling event that will
be held on June 22, between 9:00 AM and 12:00 PM. The event will be held at the Lower Merion Public Works
Complex, 1300 N. Woodbine Ave, Penn Valley. There is an additional charge for televisions.
If you should have any questions, please contact the Management Office at (610) 664-8440.
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Board Update Continued
Missing personal items: As reported at the June Board Meeting, and by Gary in his recent management update,
a few residents have experienced the recent disappearance of personal items. I need to emphasize that only a
few residents have reported missing items. All of them live in first floor units where there is greater accessibility. None of them has been able to pinpoint the date or time of the occurrences. There has been little or no
proof as to what is missing or the value thereof. Pointing fingers at the staff or construction workers is highly
inappropriate and spreading lies or innuendo within the community is ridiculous.
All of this is, of course, very troubling to us. We are in contact with the Lower Merion Police Department and
working with their detectives, and we have asked them to increase their patrols of our property. Also, many
people use the services of housekeepers, dog walkers, contractors, etc. As an alternative to giving these people
keys, you might want to consider leaving an extra key in the office (in addition to the one required for maintenance) that can be signed out and returned by such people. If you see something, say something. Please secure your valuables at home or in a bank vault, and properly insure them above your basic coverage. You might
also consider installing a camera if so desired.
Estates Project: Come over and take a look at our beautiful rebuilt property. Demolition and rebuilding has begun on the fourth of our six Estates buildings. Our contractors continue the finish work on the first buildings. It’s
a process; all issues and problems will be addressed in due course. We continue to find excessive rot requiring
us to rebuild much of the underlying wood in advance of installing the new siding. So far, Building D has revealed less rot than Building C. Hooray. We do not yet have the figures on the extra wood and carpentry costs,
but will let you know when we have the numbers. We continue to address issues about proper drainpipes and
gutters to pull the water away from the buildings. The longer white downspouts are necessary and cannot be
changed. Routing downspouts underground leads to clogged drains and backups and alternatives are very expensive and not within the scope of the project. We hope to install additional landscaping to cover them. Comcast continues to work on their cable lines and will be installing all new junction boxes in places that do not
interfere with HVAC units or electric meters. Some shrubs have been removed to facilitate this work and, in
time, will be replaced.
We will publish a short update in August and will resume regular monthly newsletters in the fall. There will be
no August Board Meeting. As always, please contact us if you have questions or concerns.
Stay cool, join the pool, visit the gym and enjoy the summer!
Meryl Diamond Gindin
On behalf of the Board of Directors

Maintenance Updates

New Hope window cleaning using the
bucket lift to clean exterior windows
in the Terraces.

Power washers cleaning the pool
furniture before the opening of the
pool

Stair treads were replaced in
the South building
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Oakhillcondominiums.com

GLASS/FAIRSTONE
Just sold a unit in 5 days
Let us sell yours too…
Linda Glass 215-704-4000: linda@lindaglass.com
Linda Fairstone 610-608-9701: linda.fairstone@gmail.com
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committee updates
Social Committee:
We had a very successful barbecue which was held for the opening of
our pool season 2019. There were about 200 residents and guests in
attendance. The weather was perfect, the food was great, as usual,
and this day should encourage residents to attend the next two social
events. Another Barbeque is planned for July 21 with all monies collected going to a local organization - Eldernet of Lower Merion and
Narberth. We are planning an ice cream social for August. We would
like to thank our kitchen staff, Fran Weiss, Judi Gillam, Bernice Rosenberg, and Gloria Brown. Judi also helped at the front table. Thank
you to our head chef Mickey and Darrick, Peter, Nolan, Shorty, and
Gloria volunteering where needed.

Have suggestions, please contact Joan Birnbaum 610-660-9899 or
Rickie Blumenthal 610-667-7475

Buildings and Grounds Committee:
The Committee met last week to discuss the Estates with regards to
the railings and trash cans and roofs. The committee would like to
meet with Lemus construction to share some ideas. The committee
also discussed packages being left in the lobbies, as well as the
landscaping. We are also excited to see that work on the tennis/
pickle ball courts has started.
The Committee is still looking for more members from the Terraces,
spherically representatives from the East, West and North buildings.

Garden and Landscape Committee:
The Garden and Landscape committee has been working with Friel
Landscaping on trimming the shrubbery and planting new spring
flowers throughout the property. The landscapers are also addressing the weeds throughout the property and especially the walk
ways in the Estates.
In addition, once Comcast is finished relocating the pedestals we
will be meeting with the landscaper to discuss the additions of new
planting.

Pool Updates:
The Association has purchased and installed a handicap lift that will
assist handicap persons with access into, and out of the pool.
Should you wish to use the lift, you must attend a training session,
file paperwork and users will be required to sign out (and return) a
key in order to operate the lift. Lifeguards may not assist in the operation of the lift, however they will monitor the use thereof. Our
insurance company has advised that there will be no increase in
premium due to the lift.
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Summer has begun!

PLACE YOUR AD HERE

TELL YOUR FAVORITE

FOR YOUR BUSINESS
PERSONAL EVENTS

DOG GROOMER, DOG SITTER,
DOG WALKER

Or

TO PLACE AN AD HERE

CLASSIFIDES
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JUNE/JULY 2019 CALENDAR
Sunday

16

Monday

17

Tuesday

18

Wednesday

19

Thursday

20

Friday

21
FIRST
OFFICAL
DAY OF
SUMMER

FATHER’S DAY

Saturday

22
NARBERTH
ELECTRONIC
RECYCLING
EVENT

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

1

2

3

4

5

6

FREE MONTH
AT THE GYM
FOR ENTIRE
MONTH OF
JULY

FOURTH OF
JULY
OFFICE IS
CLOSED

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

24

25

26

27

OPEN BOARD
MEETING IN
CLUBHOUSE
7 P.M.

21

22

23

OAK HILL
ANNUAL
CHARITY BBQ
3PM-6PM
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