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The 13th Sunday After Pentecost 
Sunday August 22, 2021 

 

               
 

“Lord, to whom can we go? You have the 
words of eternal life.” John 6.8 
 

Prince of Peace 
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Prelude 
Welcome 
“This teaching is difficult; who can accept it?” (John 6:60). Jesus’ teaching about eating his flesh and 
drinking his blood isn’t something we can figure out and accept on our own. In his explanation of the 
third article of the Apostles’ Creed, Martin Luther writes these often-quoted and memorized words: “I 
believe that by my own understanding or strength I cannot believe in Jesus Christ my Lord or come to 
him.” The question of accepting Jesus’ difficult teachings gets turned on its head. No one can accept 
it. The good news of Jesus is too radical, unsettling, and illogical for us to accept. Through the grace 
of God and the work of the Holy Spirit we are able to echo Peter’s profession of faith: “You have the 
words of eternal life. We have come to believe and know that you are the Holy One of God” 
(John 6:68-69). Like Peter, we have come to believe—despite our doubts and weakness of faith—
through the Spirit’s work in the word. 
 

Prayer 
 

Call to Worship:   
This is the day the Lord has made, 
Let us be glad and rejoice in it! 

Gracious God, we do not live by bread alone,  
but by every word that comes from you.  
Bless us as we hear your word.  
Make us hunger for the Word of life, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 
 

Time for Confession and Forgiveness 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, 
the God of manna, 
the God of miracles, 
the God of mercy.  Amen. 
 

Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, 
let us confess our sin. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
God, our provider, 
help us. 
It is hard to believe there is enough to share. 
We question your ways  
when they differ from the ways of the world in which we live. 
We turn to our own understanding 
rather than trusting in you. 
We take offense at your teachings and your ways. 
Turn us again to you.  Where else can we go? 
Share with us the words of eternal life 
and feed us for life in the world.  Amen. 
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Beloved people of God: 
in Jesus, the manna from heaven, 
you are fed and nourished. 
By Jesus, the worker of miracles, 
there is always more than enough. 
Through Jesus, the bread of life, 
you are shown God’s mercy: 
you are forgiven and loved into abundant life. 
you are forgiven and loved into abundant life.  Amen 
 

Song: Marching to Zion 
 

 
1 Come, we that love the Lord, 
 and let our joys be known; 
 join in a song with sweet accord, 
 join in a song with sweet accord 
 and thus surround the throne, 
 and thus surround the throne. 
 
Refrain 
 We're marching to Zion, 
 beautiful, beautiful Zion: 
 we're marching upward to Zion, 
 the beautiful city of God. 
 
2 Let those refuse to sing 
 who never knew our God; 
 but children of the heav'nly king, 
 but children of the heav'nly king 
 may tell their joys abroad, 

 may tell their joys abroad.  Refrain 
 
3 The hill of Zion yields 
 a thousand sacred sweets 
 before we reach the heav'nly fields, 
 before we reach the heav'nly fields, 
 or walk the golden streets, 
 or walk the golden streets.  Refrain 
 
4 Then let our songs abound, 
 and ev'ry tear be dry; 
 we're marching through Immanuel's 

ground, 
 we're marching through Immanuel's 

ground, 
 to fairer worlds on high, 
 to fairer worlds on high.  Refrain 

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748, stanzas; Robert Lowry, 1826-1899, refrain 

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the day:  Holy God, your word feeds your people with life that is eternal. 
Direct our choices and preserve us in your truth, that, renouncing what is false and evil, 
we may live in you, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

Children’s Moment 

First Reading: Joshua 24:1-2a, 14-18 
1Then Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and summoned the elders, 
the heads, the judges, and the officers of Israel; and they presented themselves before 
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God. 2aAnd Joshua said to all the people, 14“Now therefore revere the LORD, and serve 
him in sincerity and in faithfulness; put away the gods that your ancestors served 
beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD. 15Now if you are unwilling to serve 
the LORD, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your ancestors 
served in the region beyond the River or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you 
are living; but as for me and my household, we will serve the LORD.” 
  16Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should forsake the LORD to 
serve other gods; 17for it is the LORD our God who brought us and our ancestors up 
from the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, and who did those great signs in 
our sight. He protected us along all the way that we went, and among all the peoples 
through whom we passed; 18and the LORD drove out before us all the peoples, the 
Amorites who lived in the land. Therefore we also will serve the LORD, for he is our 
God.”  The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God!  

Psalm 34:15-22 
15The eyes of the LORD are upon the righteous, 
  and God’s ears are open to their cry. 
 16The face of the LORD is against those who do evil, 
  to erase the remembrance of them from the earth. 
 17The righteous cry, and the LORD hears them 
  and delivers them from all their troubles. 
 18The LORD is near to the brokenhearted 
  and saves those whose spirits are crushed.  
 19Many are the troubles of the righteous, 
  but the LORD delivers them from every one. 
 20God will keep safe all their bones; 
  not one of them shall be broken. 
 21Evil will bring death to the wicked 
  and those who hate the righteous will be punished. 
 22O LORD, you redeem the life of your servants, 
  and those who put their trust in you will | not be punished.  
 

Gospel Greeting: (sing it out!)  

Al-le-lu--ia, Al-le--lu--ia, 
Al-le-lu--ia, Al-le--lu--ia!  

Gospel:  John 6.56-69 

[Jesus said,] 56“Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me, and I in 
them. 57Just as the living Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so whoever 
eats me will live because of me. 58This is the bread that came down from heaven, not 
like that which your ancestors ate, and they died. But the one who eats this bread will 
live forever.” 59He said these things while he was teaching in the synagogue at 
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Capernaum. 
  60When many of his disciples heard it, they said, “This teaching is difficult; who can 
accept it?” 61But Jesus, being aware that his disciples were complaining about it, said 
to them, “Does this offend you? 62Then what if you were to see the Son of Man 
ascending to where he was before? 63It is the spirit that gives life; the flesh is useless. 
The words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life. 64But among you there are 
some who do not believe.” For Jesus knew from the first who were the ones that did 
not believe, and who was the one that would betray him. 65And he said, “For this 
reason I have told you that no one can come to me unless it is granted by the Father.” 
  66Because of this many of his disciples turned back and no longer went about with 
him. 67So Jesus asked the twelve, “Do you also wish to go away?” 68Simon Peter 
answered him, “Lord, to whom can we go? You have the words of eternal life. 69We 
have come to believe and know that you are the Holy One of God.” 

This is the Gospel of the Lord!  Praise to you O Christ! 
 

Gospel Greeting:  (sing it out!) 
Al-le-lu--ia, Al-le--lu--ia, 
Al-le-lu--ia, Al-le--lu--ia!  
 

Message
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Apostles Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
 He was conceived by the power of the holy Spirit  
  and born of the virgin Mary.  
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
  was crucified, died, and was buried. 
  He descended into hell. 
  On the third day he rose again.  He ascended into heaven, 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
  the holy catholic Church the communion of saints,  
  the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

The Peace  

Announcements— 
--This is our last week for: Non-perishable food drive to support the pantry 

of the St. Vincent de Paul Society at St. Edith Stein.  
--Thirsty Thursday: Pictures to prandall22@gmail.com.  Theme: “Time to Pray” 
--Aid to Haiti:  try Disaster Relief at elca.org, or Partners in Health at pih.org 

 

Offering time 

Offering Prayer: Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food 

from the earth and nourish your whole creation. Turn our hearts 

toward those who hunger in any way, that all may know your care; in 

the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord we pray.  Amen. 

Prayers of Intercession 
 

As we have been made God’s children and inheritors of God’s promise, we pray for the 
church, the world, and all in need. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

God of courage, bless all leaders of your church. Make them ready to proclaim the 
gospel of peace and strengthen them to preach your loving word. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

God of creation, bless fields and orchards. Protect the land from drought and bring life-
giving rain to support growth. Instruct your people in wise treatment of the world you 

mailto:prandall22@gmail.com
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have provided for all your creatures. We lift up before you the people of Haiti beset by 
storm and earthquake. Show us the way you would have us go. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

God of community, bless all who seek justice between nations and peoples. Give 
guidance to bridge-builders, heal divisions, and inspire cooperation in times of crisis, 
disaster, and war. We pray for the people of Afghanistan. Lord, in your mercy, hear 
our prayer. 
 

God of compassion, bless all who are in any need. Be the strength of all who are lonely 
and feeling abandoned and remind them of your abiding presence. Accompany 
refugees and all who are persecuted and exploited and open us to their cries. Lord, in 
your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

God of change, bless our transitions. Guide all who are embarking on new stages in 
life such as a new job, new school, or new community. Sustain enduring friendships 
and kindle new relationships and interests. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

God of comfort, bless all who mourn the deaths of their beloved ones. We give you 
thanks for the saints who have gone before us.  Today we remember Bob Bamford 
who died on Thursday. Renew our confidence in your promise of resurrection and life 
in the world to come. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer  
 

Blessing: 
May the blessing of God,  

who provides for us, who feeds us, and who is with us wherever we go, be 

upon you, now and forever.  Amen!   
 

Song: O God, Our Help In Ages Past 
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Dismissal 
Go in peace. Remember the poor. 
Thanks be to God! 
 

Postlude 

Thanks for joining us!  
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