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We Know… and the Torch was Passed
Vicar Vince Piekarski
Matthew 3:13-17 (NRSVUE)

[bookmark: _Hlk191395563]“Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.” (2 Corinthians 1:2, NRSVUE) (2) Amen.
We know that we are moving on from our Christmas season together not just because we see that all of the Christmas decorations have been packed away, but we know because we have arrived at the Baptism of Our Lord in this time after Epiphany. We know that because we have heard this Gospel text a time or two over the years, and we know that there is also way more to this story than what just happens to appear at the surface. We know what happened here, and for that fact, we know what actually had to happen here as well. We know that God chose to humble himself so much that God sent his only son down to us, but we also know that God could have chosen to stay in the heavens and reign from on high. We know that Jesus did not need to be baptized for the forgiveness of sins like you and I, but we know that Jesus was baptized for him to be one in the same human form and likeness with you and I. We know this was the mark or the sign that began Jesus’ very earthly ministry, and we also know that this needed to be done to fulfill the scriptures. Furthermore, we know that God did this to show us precisely why we were created, and we know that God did this to show us exactly how God desired us to be. We know we needed this example because without it we would undoubtedly be trying to devise some sort of plan or some kind of formula for what it really means to be one with God. We know that we undoubtedly have the most amazing story, wonderful example, powerful glorification, complete justification, and the fulfilling of righteousness occurring right in front of our eyes and right in our ears through this very Gospel text.
Now, with all this being said. With all that we know, or all that we have even come to know over the years of our various scriptural studies and faith journeys, or even have come to hear right here this very morning, believe it or not there is actually more to know. I want to share with you all quite possibly the most profound thing from all of my research this week. I want to share with you all something that I read that hit me right at my core, and then continued to hit me day in and day out from that very first initial reading of it. I want to get you all thinking out there in the pews and on the conference call just like I have been for the last few days. I also really want you to have something to take home with you and ponder once you leave these church doors or hang up on the conference call today. I hope the lines and questions that Mark Allan Powell shared in his commentary on Working Preacher back in 2008 gets all of your minds spinning in the very same positive manner. So, I encourage you all to listen in here and take this in. Mark Allan Powell wrote, “We may at least gather that God has a plan for making everything right and that Jesus is committed to being obedient to that plan. Why did he have to be baptized? That’s a minor question. The big one is, why did he have to die on a cross? Matthew grants that neither makes sense from a human point of view: thus, John tries to prevent Jesus’ baptism and Peter tries to prevent Jesus’ death (16:22).” (8) Yes, we are going to take this full circle together here this morning folks for we already know the entire story. So, let me repeat what Mark Allan Powell wrote so you can hear it again and let it sink in a little bit more. “We may at least gather that God has a plan for making everything right and that Jesus is committed to being obedient to that plan. Why did he have to be baptized? That’s a minor question. The big one is, why did he have to die on a cross? Matthew grants that neither makes sense from a human point of view: thus, John tries to prevent Jesus’ baptism and Peter tries to prevent Jesus’ death (16:22).” (8) 
 That is some heavy stuff right there folks! So, how exactly are we going to unpack that in the very short time that we have together here before we get rolling with the rest of our Worship Service and get on over to our Coffee Hour? Well, I will say we are going to make it a little simpler than you all might be able to imagine. The torch needed to be passed from John to Jesus. The only way that was going to be done is through the very ministry and act of service that John the Baptist was providing. So, Jesus went to him in the wilderness and basically said to John, let’s make this happen. Jesus honored John and he did not stand above or over him like a boss or a king might do, but he stood right alongside of him. Jesus showed up and followed the divine plan so that he was blessed, joined by the Spirit like you and I, and then finally anointed as the one true Son of God. There was no need for John to prevent Jesus’ baptism, but there was a need for him to fully live into it and follow along with the story. Secondly, the bigger question in the room of why Jesus had to die on the cross. We can easily say that is what scripture said needed to occur, or we could even offer up the fact of atonement theory and that a sacrifice needed to be made for our sins. Of course, those answers are correct, but yet they are kind of vague. Jesus had to die on the cross to heal and correct a broken world. God had to come down to us to heal a fracture that had been made. God had to show us how to live and how to be moving forward. Lastly, Jesus had to pass the torch back to someone, just like John passed the torch to Jesus. This is where Peter comes into the fold, and he is passed the torch of the church. Peter of course tried to prevent Jesus’ death on the cross just like John tried to prevent Jesus’ baptism, because these are all too conventional ways humans think. There also is nothing wrong with either instance because it shows that John and Peter really do care for Jesus, and they are not just simply acting as robots and going along with the plan. They are truly living into the moment and acting as any one of you and I would at those very moments as well. However, both moments live on as points where the torch was passed and they are the very way that our faith continues to get lived out today.
So, as we close things out together here this morning let us remember this. “The voice from heaven does not speak after Jesus proves himself. It speaks at the beginning. “This is my Son, the Beloved.” Before any ministry, before any teaching, before any miracle, belovedness is already declared. That same promise holds for the baptized church. We do not enter prophetic witness because we are confident, credentialed, or correct. We enter it because we are named and claimed by God.” (4)
This mindset actually brings me back to our Introduction that Vicki read at the start our Worship Service together this morning. It gave us the very purpose, call, and marching orders that everyone of us needs to hear and be reminded of time and time again. Go ahead and join me by turning to the front of your bulletins to page three as we look at those last two sentences of our Introduction again. They inform us that, “In the waters of baptism we too are washed by the Word, anointed by the Spirit, and named God’s beloved children. Our baptismal mission is to proclaim good news to all who are oppressed or in need of God’s healing.” (1) Let me add this little extra tidbit from Mark Allan Powell to further justify things here. “We are baptized with Christ and into Christ, so that God’s plan of righteousness might be fulfilled in us and through us.” (8) So, let us all go forth out into the world and do and be precisely who and what we have been created and designed for.						     Amen.
Matthew 3:13-17
Before Jesus begins his ministry, he is baptized by John, touched by the Spirit, and identified publicly as God’s child.

13 Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. 14 John would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” 15 But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented. 16 And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw God’s Spirit descending like a dove and alighting on him. 17 And a voice from the heavens said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.”






References & Study Points
(1) Sundays and Seasons
     Preaching
     Year A 2026
     January 11th, 2026
     Baptism of Our Lord

(2) BibleGateway.com

(3) The Four Pages of The Sermon
     Revised and Updated
     A Guide to Biblical Preaching
     Paul Scott Wilson
     © 2018
     Abingdon Press

(4) Facebook.com
     Micah Krey
     Writings on Recovery and Preaching
     Matthew 3:13-17 (Baptism of our Lord) – January 11, 2026

(5) WorkingPreacher.org
     Baptism of Our Lord (Year A)
     Today’s gospel narrative invites us to reflect on the communal nature of Jesus’
     baptism along with our own
     January 11, 2026
     Commentary on Matthew 3:13-17
     Karri Alldredge

(6) WorkingPreacher.org
     Baptism of Our Lord (Year A)
     God’s approval would come at the cost of losing face and social honor
     January 8, 2023
     Commentary on Matthew 3:13-17
     Diane G. Chen

(7) WorkingPreacher.org
     Baptism of Our Lord (Year A)
     As if on cue, Jesus sets foot on the stage immediately after John’s contrast of his 
     baptism and the superior baptism which is to come.
     January 9, 2011
     Commentary on Matthew 3:13-17
     Eric Barreto

(8) WorkingPreacher.org
     Baptism of Our Lord (Year A)
     The Gospel lesson for this day presents the second of seven pericopes in Matthew’s      
     Gospel dealing with John the Baptist:
     January 13, 2008
     Commentary on Matthew 3:13-17
     Mark Allan Powell

(9) 1/11/2026
     Baptism of Our Lord
     Matthew 3:13-17
     Kenneth Bassett

(10) 1/8/23
       Set That Example
       Matthew 3:13-17
       Vince Piekarski

(11) Luthermatrix
       The blog of a lutheran pastor, writer, and political animal.
       Saturday, January 10, 2026
       Sermon: The Epiphany of Baptism
       Chris Halverson
Piekarski 18

