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Phaius and the related Gastrorchis can be 

propagated in an unusual way. Once the flowers 

are spent, the flower stem can be cut above the 

base and just below where the first flower was 

attached. The remaining section is from 1 to several 

feet (30+ cm) long. Below each bract on the stem is 

a bud capable of producing a new plant. The stems 

are laid horizontally in a flat of moist sphagnum 

moss. Both ends are covered with moss to prevent 

drying out. The flat containing many stems is then 

placed under the bench and kept moist. As soon as 

the young plants have 2 or 3 roots, they can be 

snapped off the parent stem and placed in 

individual pots. Plantlets will require 2 to 3 years to 
attain flowering size.


