
 

 

 

 

 

 

Birthdays 

  2 – Angela Miller 

        Amber Westhoff 

        Evelyn Westhoff 

  3 – Rev. Rob Ricard 

        Collin Arndt 

  4 – Jenna Ricard 

        Lane Haller 

  5 – Deb Akers 

        Kacie Eisentrager 

  7 – Cheryl Barrick 

  9 – Jeff Dellinger 

12 – Taryn Barz 

13 – Lillie Ammerman 

14 – Renee Hansen 

16 – Jim Moats 

17 – Matt Abbas 

        Janet Behn 

18 – Alan Fink 

19 – Adele Heilskov 

23 – Jay Brower 

25 – Heather Cox 

28 – Chris Birdsell 

        Dan Westhoff 

29 – Jonathan Hegtvedt 

30 – Janelle Fink 

31 – Alan Brown 

        Titus Baumann 

 

 

 

Anniversaries 

  3 – Jay & Linda Brower 

20 – Don & Ruth Kloetzer 

 

 

 

 

Ushers 

Jim Showalter, Chair Jason Fink 

Jacob Showalter Matt Showalter 

 
 

Greeters 

Jay & Kari Behn 

Kevin & Stephanie Behn 

Mary Hadley 

Doug & Jolene McWilliams 

 
 

Acolytes 

3 (Wed) – An Elder or Usher 

7 – Evan Waechter 

10 (Wed) – An Elder or Usher 

14 – An Elder or Usher 

17 (Wed) – An Elder or Usher 

21 – Vivian Hansen 

24 (Christmas Eve) – An Elder or Usher 

25 (Christmas) – An Elder or Usher 

28 – An Elder or Usher 

31 (New Year’s Eve) – An Usher/Elder 

 
 

Special Services 

Midweek (Wednesday) Advent Services: 

7:00 PM on December 3rd, 10th, and 17th   
 

Christmas Eve Service: 

5:30 PM Candlelight Service 
 

Christmas Day Service: 

9:00 AM Worship with Holy Communion 
 

New Year’s Eve Service: 

5:30 PM Worship with Holy Communion 

December 

2025 
Watching and Waiting for the 

Promise Fulfilled. 

Birthday blessings 
to you! 



Special Needs Communion 

 

If you are unable to make Sunday 

morning worship and wish to receive 

small group or individual communion, 

please call the church office.  This is 

being offered in place of the monthly 

Special Needs service.   

 

 

 

Wednesday, December 3rd at 

12:00 PM 
 

Devotion/Bible Study: 

Vicki Claypool 

Hostess:  Renee Hansen 
 

We will be enjoying a Christmas luncheon (note the 

earlier time)!  All ladies are invited.  Please join us! 

 

 

 

Advent Devotions on KLMJ 

 

Pastor Bollhagen will be broadcasting 

Advent devotions each morning on 

KLMJ around 7:20-7:30 AM, from 

November 30th – January 1st.  These devotions 

will be based on our Advent Theme “Watching and 

Waiting”.  They will also be posted daily on our 

Facebook page.  Start each day with God’s word 

and prepare for His coming to us! 

 

LHM Advent Devotions 

 

Printed copies of the Lutheran 

Hour Ministries Advent Devotions 

are available on the table outside of 

the church office. 

 

 

 
 

Pastor and Vicar will be hosting a Christmas 

program with the children from Hampton 

Community Christian Day Care on Wednesday, 

December 17th at 6:00 PM.  Plan to come a little 

early to the Advent service and share in this 

program with the kids and families of HCCDC! 

Remember our shut-ins with your 

prayers, cards, and visits…  
 

*Country View Nursing Facility:   

     Jennie Dellinger, Melba Muhlenbruch,  

     Dixie Schmitt 

*Franklin General Assisted Living:  

     Merlin Behn 

*Rehabilitation Center of Hampton:  

     Mardell Jorgensen 

*Leahy Grove: 

     Patty Rodemeyer  

*Apple Valley in Clear Lake: 

     Cliff & Ruth Berghoefer 

*Chandler Place in Minnesota: 

     Jean Morgan  

*At Home:   

     Kathy Jones, Jerry Meyer, Jim Stahl 
 

*Other members at home who may not be able to 

come to church. 

 

From Vicar Linneman… 

JORDAN RIVER - BAPTISM AND CALLING 

 

 The Jordan River might just be the most famous 

river in the Christian faith, and all the faithful likely 

remember learning about that great river in Sunday 

School.  Even today, many people in the evangelical 

tradition will go to the Jordan River to be baptized 

in the same stream which saw the baptisms of John, 

which included of course the baptism of our very 

own Lord, Jesus Christ.  
 

 But I have heard from many travelers who visited 

the Holy Land, that when they came to the Jordan 

River, they were very underwhelmed.  This “river” 

is no more than a creek to a Midwesterner.  I myself 

grew up farming on the banks of the Missouri 

River, which is over two thousand miles long, 

averages 10-20 feet deep, and discharges over 39 

million gallons a minute.  Now that’s a river.  The 

Jordan River, on the other hand, is a little over 200 

miles long, is anywhere from 2-10 feet deep, and 

discharges roughly 9,000 gallons minute.  So this 

tiny little river is sure to disappoint Americans 

familiar with the vast waterways of North America 

and expect the same of the most famous river in the 

Bible.  

 

Esther 

Circle 



 But as we know, the fame of this river does not 

come from its prestigious size, but from its central 

role in the life of the children of Israel.  The Jordan 

River forms the eastern border of the Promised 

Land proper, and today forms the border between 

Israel and Jordan.  As such, this river was the final 

stopping point of the children of Israel before they 

finally entered the promised land to take possession 

of it, as we read about in Joshua 3, where the priests 

take the ark of the covenant into the river, and it 

ceases flowing that the people may cross over on 

dry ground.  And the symbolism of this moment 

ought not be missed; the Israelites exited Egypt by 

crossing the Red Sea on dry ground, and now they 

enter the promised land by crossing over the Jordan 

on dry ground.  God saves his people and blesses 

them with the Promised Land by causing them to 

pass through the water safely.  
 

 And this imagery is important, because it focuses 

us on the one who was eventually himself baptized 

in these very same waters, Jesus Christ.  Jesus came 

down to John, who rightly recognized that he ought 

to be baptized by Christ, and yet, submitted himself 

to the will of Christ and baptized him in those 

waters to fulfill all righteousness.  But for Christ, he 

did not pass through those waters safely, as did the 

children of Israel.  Because it was in those waters, 

that Christ took on the sinfulness of mankind, the 

sinfulness that would drive him eventually to his 

cross.  The waters of the Jordan were the beginning 

of Christ’s ministry to his people, a ministry that 

would culminate in his death on the cross, and his 

resurrection from the tomb, for the justification and 

new life of all the faithful.  
 

 This was so that in every place where there is 

found water and the Word of God, which is the 

presence of Jesus Christ himself, it becomes a life-

giving flood that saves all who pass through it.  So 

that, whether the water be from the humble Jordan, 

or the mighty American rivers, or even the splash of 

water in the font, when it is combined with God’s 

Word, the one who passes through it will be brought 

safely to the other side, washed clean of all sin and 

brought forth in everlasting faith.  And like the 

Jordan before it, Baptism has now become the new 

waters which we cross through, and on the other 

side, we belong to a new Promised Land, the 

kingdom of God, wherein we live as children of our 

Heavenly Father in righteousness and peace forever.  

 

 

New Project Connect Booklet 

 

 

This month there is a new Project 

Connect booklet available:  How 

to Forgive (as we have been 

forgiven).  Check it out on the 

Project Connect carousel in the 

entryway. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Glad Tidings (the story of ten carols), 

by Paul Otto, is a Christmas booklet 

that will look at ten carols in a unique 

way. He will use each letter of the 

word “Christmas!” to suggest a 

unique contribution made by one of 

the ten carols:  
 

C is Confession,  

h is Heart,  

r is Riddle,  

i is Irony,  

s is Serenity,  

t is Tell,  

m is Melody,  

a is Angel Authors,  

s is Stars, and  

                              ! is Excitement! 
 

Stephanie has downloaded this booklet.  If you are 

interested in it she can email or print you a copy!   


